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PREFACE. 


\ 


For eyery book written in this country an hun 
dred. years ago, it is perhaps safe to say that we 
now have at least a thousand. ~~ ga 

And yet it was far more common than now for 
authors to offer excuses for adding a new. book 
to the large number eyen then said to have’ been 
written. e 

To that almost obsolete custom the writer of this 
family history and genealogy feels himself in duty 
bound to return, that the reader may be advised 
why it was that he should have left pressing cares 
unattended, neglected his business and spent so 
much time in a toil that promised no monied return 
or compensation, and to which was added his tray- 


elling expenses, bills for stationery and postage, as - 


also several hundred dollars from his scanty pocket 
to meet the difference between his subscription list 
and the actual cost of publication ;—and why that 
he, with the indifferent use of an only and awkward 
left hand, should have deemed it a duty or neces- 
sity to enter upon the wearisome task, when there 
were so many of his family and name with more 
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leisure time for disposal, more money at command, 
and who also wield the “pen of a ready writer.” 

In reply to these numerous questions, neither 
forced nor far-fetched, but both pertinent and natural, 
we answer: First, because thoroughly convinced 
that the work ought to be done; and secondly, that 
no one else would do it. 

A part, but comparatively small part of the ma- 
terials for this publication were by the writer 
collected before the commencement of the late War 
of the Rebellion, and in the Union Army of which 
he served nearly four years. 

But before proceeding to the front, he took the 
precaution to lodge these evidences of family facts 
with the editor of the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, with instructions in no case 
to publish the same unless positive proof of the 
writer’s death had first been received, as such an 
event was the only one that to the mind of the 
latter would furnish a sufficient excuse for sending 
them to the press in their then immature state. 

That condition not long after came very near 
being made to exist, as on the 80th of June, 1862, 
at the battle of White Oak Swamp in Virginia (one 
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of the noted seven days’ fight, before Richmond, in ~ 


McClellan’s celebrated retreat), the writer’s right 
aym at the shoulder was torn from his body by a 


cannon ball thrown from a rebel battery, and he 


reported in person at the State House, in Boston, 
but a few hours after Gov. Andrew had received a 
newspaper report of his death. And this timely 
arrival served at least to arrest the preliminary 
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arrangements already beginning to be made for his 
funeral.* 

Stricken down by a cannon ball while passing 
with a velocity and force that turned him complete- 
ly around as it hurled him to the ground, and the 
ghastly wound that it had inflicted hastily dressed 
under a fire so deadly as to cause the surgeons 
to seek safer quarters ere the hurried operation 
could be performed,} and then, surrounded by the 
dying and the dead, left upon the battle field to 
perisht or experience the more excruciating and 
prolonged tortures of a rebel prison, the writer, 
stupefied with chloroform and benumbing drugs, for 
a time actually slept, and was oblivious to the depth 
of his woe or the horrors of his situation. 

Awaking at. midnight, weak and weary, faint and 
feyerish, he found himself upon a field from which 
the Union forces had been driven and already in 
the undisturbed possession of a victorious foe, when 





* By comparing this with the account of the return of Capt, Job Peirce (the 
author’s grandfather) from the battle fields of the French and Indian War, 
just one hundved and two years before, a singular and quite remarkable 
coincidence will be seen to exist. See page 130 of this book. 

t After commencing to dress the wound, the surgeons directed him taken aside 
and more ont of the direct range of passing shots and exploding shells, as they 
said that they feared being killed before completing their service. A New-Jersey 
Surgeon, assisted by Dr. Cogswell, of North Easton, Mass., then Assistant Sur- 
Been of the 29th Reg. Mass. Infantry, dressed the wound, as the Surgeon of the 
29th had ingloriously fled, exhibiting the most uncontrollable terror gnd dastardly 
cowardice, to which circumstance, and the good conduct of the Assistant Surgeon 
on that occasion, it was that the latter was so, soon after made Surgeon of the gal- 
lant 29th, and the ** fighting Doctor of the Army of ihe Potomac” allowed to re- 
tire to his natural insignificance and merited oblivion. 

t The 20th Mass. Infantry was then in the Irish Brigade that formed a part 
of the rear guard of McClellan’s retreating columns, in which service that Brigade 
was terribly cut to pieces, léaying its killed unburied, and wounded to die on the 
fields of battle, 
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taking a quiet leave of the fellow sufferers sur- 
rounding him (each one of whom entrusted him 
with a dying message to loyed ones at home), and 
under coyer of the favoring darkness of a cloud 
sending down its “rain on the just and on the 
unjust” and rapidly softening the “sacred soil” to | 
the consistency of Virginia mud, sticky, slick and ~ 
slippery, he on foot, unaided and alone, attempted 
the “impossible” (as he was assured by an attending © 
surgeon), by initiating an effort to escape within 
the Union lines. 4 

Politely informing the knowing doctor that when 
he wished his advice he would certainly ask it, but 
till then neither desired or would be governed by it, 
and weak from loss of blood, he went reeling and 
staggering forth. 

Now seeking covert from patrolling cavalry-men 
in a wood skirting both sides of the slippery path- 
way, and now from weakness, darkness and the 
state of the road almost measuring his length upon 
the ground, while eyer and anon, when almost 
breathless with fatigue, returned the sad and heart: 
sickening assurance of the perhaps well-meaning but 
mistaken doctor, that he “would die in the woods, 
rot aboye ground, and furnish food for hogs, dogs 
and turkey-buzzards.” And once too came the de 
grading thought and cowardly temptation to tear 
the colonel’s straps from his shoulders, that if cap- 
tured and his rank unknown he might stand a greater) 
chance of escape ; but which was no sooner consid 
ered than promptly dismissed and summarily dis 
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posed of, as by him who said, “ Get thee behind me, 
Satan,” and the next moment he would haye parted 
with his only arm rather than to haye so sunk him- 
self in his own just estimation, and felt that if cap- 
tured it was his greatest and only source of eratifi- 
cation that he might appear before the rebel digni- 
taries in his true character, neither seeking nor 
practising the degrading arts of deception, and that 
to the ruling powers at Richmond he might in truth 
appear open, undisguised, straight-forward and hon- 
orable, as he hopes to stand before the awful throne 
and terrible majesty of the eternal and everlasting 
God—an honest man. 

Efforts put forth under such discouraging circum- 
stances, such hoping against reasonable grounds of 
hope, the summoning up and sustaining of that firm 
and (if not unshaken, still) unyielding purpose and 
resolye— 


“At least Tl try. There never yet 
Was anything lost by trying "— 


like the blind man of the Scripture, who by the 
Measure of his faith was healed, so according to the 
Writer's persistence was he rewarded. 

The Union lines gained, and it was found that 
his wound gave most alarming symptoms, the hasty 
Manner in which it had been dressed and subsequent 
hard usage having caused it to bleed afresh. But 


_ it was now again dressed by a surgeon who said he 
had with great difficulty barely succeeded in stop- 
ping the ebbing life-currents, and closed with the 


assurance, “If it breaks forth once more you will 
éertainly bleed to death.’ 
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The nervous system had been so severely shocked 
that the writer lost in part the control of his limbs, 
and the twitching of muscles would sometimes sud- 
denly draw a corner of his mouth almost under his 
chin. But by patient perseverance he was, as has 
been remarked, enabled to reach home.* 

What saved. his life he has always thought and 
still continues to think, was his unyielding purpose 
not to die. Had he once given up to despondency 
or despair, twelve hours after would have found him 
@ corpse. 

And why not die? Not because he was particularly 
afraid of dying, or had any especial dread of being 
dead, but simply and because there were certain 
things that he had set his heart upon doing in this 
life; and not least among these was that of obtain- 
ing the necessary facts and causing to be written 
and published a true and faithful record of his 
family and name since the arrival of their common 
ancestor in America. 

But bereft of his right arm, with constitution 
shattered and broken, and health permanently in- 
jured, the prospect of effecting that labor was 
growing decidedly less, as for the next six months 
it was with the greatest difficulty that he could so 
much as legibly write his name. 

If he died, that record he felt would not be likely 
to appear; and if he lived, it was in his plans of life 








* The writer Sabie find words, ifhe could, to express the deep sense of iis 
obligation to Oliver Dennis, Esq., and his excellent wife, for their kindness 19 
him in Baltimore, Md., as he was returning home, and for whom is in reserve the 
blessing of those to whom it shall be said, ‘‘ 1 was a stranger and ye took me in” 


———————— 
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to go back to the army (as he did), and in neither 
case were the prospects of this project particularly 
promising. 

Two and a half years service in the field* with one 
arm, and the writer felt that his duty to the coun- 
try had been done, and his life having been spared to 
accomplish that, he was conyinced that the next de- 
mands were those of his family. Therefore resuming 
this labor where broken off at the beginning of the 
war, he has by patient and perseyering efforts at last 
been enabled to add to those materials before ob- 
tained, until the result is the book that we now 
present to our readers under the title of Tur Petron 
Famity or THE OLp Conony. . 

To please eyery body, if indeed to any extent. our 
wish, we have never been so insane as to expect ; for 
had we not in childhood read the fable of the old 
man and his son taking an ass to market, the expe- 
rience of later years would haye served most conclu- 
sively to demonstrate the utter futility of such an 
attempt. 

A painter who had taken up his brush to commit 
to canvass the lineaments, together with the true 
and natural expressions of a man’s face, observing 
studied affectation in the sitter, remarked, “I paint 
likenesses, not caricatures”; and so haye we used our 
pen to write facts instead of recording fancies. 





* After losing an arm, he commanded 4 Brigade in field service in the States 
of Kentueky, Tennessee and Virginia. His Brigade in Kentucky was composed 
of Cavalry from Kentucky, Artillery from Indiana, and Infantry. from Ohio 
and Pennsylyania. That in Tennessee and Virginia, of Infantry from New 
York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan and Wisconsin. 

B 
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Concerning many of the human race it was long 
since declared, that “this is the condemnation that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light.” 

Now we are not so presumptuous or yain-glorious 
as either to say, or suppose, that we possess a hith- 
erto unknown light, but on the contrary a “true 
light” that naturally lighteth the mind of almost 
“every man that cometh into the world,” and which 
the experience of only a few years is required most 
clearly and conclusively to demonstrate. 

Who that has given any attention to natural his- 
tory can have failed to discover that, from mice to 
men, “like begets like,” and that the old proverb 
“blood will tell” is a “self-evident” fact, while that 
‘all men are born equal” is an unqualified false- 
hood, an unmitigated lie P 

Among mankind, from critical investigators to the 
most casual of observers, it has ever been the un- 
changing testimony of their senses, the consistent 
and uniform eyidence of their eyes and ears, that 
members of the human race, at the date of their 
birth, are not all equal in the size or strength of their 
bodies, amount of health or constitution, beauty of 
form or feature, or with the same hold upon life. 
Children, too, before haying breathed the air of 
earth twelye hours, show different degrees of intel- . 
lect, and ere long the different kinds that through 
life continue to form the distinctive features of 
character. And this inequality of matter and mind 
no means as yet have been found sufficient to regu- 
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late permanently, modify or make alike, when 
and where the laws of nature have established a 
difference. 

Efforts almost innumerable in different ages of the 
earth’s history have been made, and as often failed, 
to rectify this seemingly unjust inequality; and like 
labors devoted to make water run up hill, as soon as 
the effort ceases, the water, true to the unchanging 
and immutable laws of gravitation, always, unaided. 
and unbidden, seeks its level by running down again 5 
so at every abortive attempt to have “ all things com- 
mon, have the Ananiases of their mistaken pity and 
Sapphiras of their disappointed hopes (as a legiti- 
mate result) suffered. positive death instead of a 
comparative improvement in life. 

To meet each proper and every desirable end for 
' making public a family’s history involves not only 
the labor of presenting the Christian name of each 
individual in his or her genealogical order, but the 
duty of rendering honor to those to whom honor 
was justly due, and of noticing the faults as well as 
the evidence of virtues that appear in the record of 
the actions of such as have been, that from their 
experience those who now are may be profited, 
and that the true story of the dead may prove a 
salutary lesson to the living, And in the use of this 
freedom of expression, we are not in any way inter- 
fering with the truth or force of the proverb, *‘ The 
memory of the just is blessed, but the name of the 
wicked shall rot.” 

And yet there is no more certain way of offending 
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than thus stating the simple facts and presentin 
plain unadulterated truth, for those to whom it’ 
applies with the greatest force are generally just 
the persons most unwilling to receive, accept and be 
profited by the knowledge. 

When the same amount of practical ability and 
good common sense shall be exercised in propagating 
the human race, as is now deyoted to raising horses 
and cattle, sheep, swine, and even dogs and fowl, 
and in agricultural pursuits—then, and not till then, 
will the creature man be really improved, as haye 
been the brute creation and the fruits of the earth, 
But as the case now stands (and particularly in 
the United States), mankind are decidedly the worst 
bred animals that we have. 

i Breeding-in and crosses, that the least initiated 
must readily see would be certain to ruin any » 
other breed or race of animals, are among mankind 
becoming the rule instead of the exception. But 
«men have minds and souls,” we are told, by those 
who seemingly have neither, and it is remarkable 
how much council has been darkened by these 
‘words without knowledge”; and “men are not 
brutes,” as if man, so far as he is an animal, was not 
subject to the same natural laws as govern all flesh, — 
and thus showing that light has come to these seem- 
ingly darkened understandings, but they love dark- 
\ ness rather than light, and why? Because their 
| deeds have been, are, and they are determined shall 

| 






continue to be evil. 
With the author’s paternal grandfather it became 
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an almost stereotyped remark (when giving advice to 
young persons of either sex), “ And when you shall 
seriously contemplate marriage, whatever else may 
be omitted, before proposing or accepting, by no 
means neglect to learn the breed of him or her with 
whom you would unite, as upon that to a great 
degree will be made to depend not only your own 
happiness, but also the character of your children 
and children’s children for endless generations. 
For as no one lives for himself or herself alone, 
scarcely can any be said to marry for themselves 
alone, certainly not if such marriage is blest with 
children; therefore, in the language of the great 
Apostle, I warn you, ‘ Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether” ” Tt was this principle, doubtless, operating 
in the minds of the Peirce Family of the Old Colony, 
that has enabled us to present their history and 
genealogy for two and a half centuries, giving the 
names of about two thousand individuals, the lineal 
descendants of one common ancestor, together with 
eyidence of more than one thousand marriages, and 
yet to discover only one case of divorce, and. seven or 
eight cases of sey aration arising from.a disagree- 
ment of the contracting parties who lived apart 
without a lawful divorce—or at most nine in the 
whole; being less than one ease of mistake to every 
ninety and nine of happy consummation. 

The writer of this genealogy, when collecting ma- 
terials for the history of Freetown (as he did some 
ten years since), had reference to the Justice Court- 
record kept by his maternal grandfather, Col. Benja- 
min Weaver, covering a period of about thirty years 
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of official service, and giving in detail the proceed~ 
ings in some three thousand cases brought to trial 
in that Court, and was forcibly struck with the fact, 
that the criminals, with scarce an exception, and of 
whatever sur-name, could be lineally traced to com- 
paratively few* of the families that came to reside 
at Freetown about the close of the seventeenth 
century. And as this record kept by my orand- 
father closed in 1835, or 35 years ago, and the same 
blood and breeds still continue to furnish the crimi- 
nals, I have been induced to search the county re- 
eords of the old “court of sessions ” from 1805, the 
date when my grandfather’s record commenced, back 
to 1702, or 103 years earlier, when, as might have 
been expected, nearly every disgraceful case from 
Freetown and Berkley was found to have been the 
diabolical work of these identical families and those 
of their blood disseminated through other names by 
means of intermarriages. Another noticeable fact 
in this connection has also been brought to my 
knowledge. The families whose sur-names were 
borne by these fathers of lies and of liars, these 
fruitful sources of iniquity, have been written, but 
the historian of neither family was able to discoyer 
how, or would acknowledge that those at Freetown 
belonged to or with them ; and I am persuaded that 
at least one of them, and perhaps both, appeared in 
Freetown under an assumed name, their own proper 
eognomen probably haying become too disreputable 
for further use and conyenience, and which, could 
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* Two families. 
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it be discovered, would probably aid us very essen- 
tially to prove their 


—“‘ ancient but ignoble blood 
Has crept through scoundrels ever since the flood,” 


Now although the writer believes it as much im- 
possible for a person or persons to change completely, 
or be thus changed in their natures, while on earth, 
by any power human or divine,* as for the “ Ethio- 
pian to change his skin or the leopard his spots,” 
yet he has been the witness of great and very happy 
improvements where persons exercised the wisdom 
and good sense to acknowledge to themselves that 
they were the subjects of certain inherent difficul- 
ties, and applied with determination and diligence 
to alleviating measures; and with a desire only to 
benefit you, gentle reader, have we used such free- 
dom of expression, hoping to aid thee to 


“© Know thyself, presume not God to sean, 
The proper study of mankind is man.” 


And for the reason therefore that parents haye 
the power to entail upon their children curses as 
well as blessings, even to the third and fourth gene- 
ration, and while with the former it is a matter of 
election and choice, to the latter it becomes a thing 
ofno choice whatever, but must be accepted how- 
eyer undesirable or disastrous, the obligation of 
parents becomes still more binding so to conduct 
themselyes as speedily to hasten on “those days” 





“ He honestly and unhesitatingly believes that God governs by immntable 
laws, and that these laws ave also perfect and hence require no change, and 
that he always works by means and never by miracles; that nothing is more 
disparaging to the character of God than to think him obliged occasionally to 
resort to special legislation. 
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when ‘they shall say no more the fathers have 
eaten a sour grape and the children’s teeth are set 
on edge.” ; 

And lest the anxiety expressed and desire eyine- 
ed to present in print this family history and gene- 
alogy shall seem justly to be characterized as a “ zeal 
not according to knowledge,” and that the zeal of 
mine “house hath eaten me up,” I will give some 
of the reasons that have:impelled to this action. 
And first, in addition to the debt of gratitude that 
T owe to my ancestors, who once were, but now are 
not, save in blessed memory, I am forced to believe 
that their individual traits and characteristic vir- 
tues, like their once animated forms and faces, are 
quite liable soon to be forgotten, their posterity 
and family names to become extinct, and like the 
former races, nations and people that inhabited this 
continent, to be buried in oblivion, and in common 
with the entire Yankee race are soon to 


‘* Have no part in all that’s done 
Beneath the cireuit of the sun ; 


but haying in turn transgressed the laws of nature 
and of course the laws of God, are to follow, as they 
now are following, in the suicidal footsteps of those 
nations once inhabiting the same country and pos- 
sessing the identical soil, until like them they shall 
come to be 

*¢ Alike unknowing and unknown.” 

They must therefore exist in written history, if 
at all, as the time is evidently not far distant when 
the Yankee race will exist no where else. 

A passing glance must prove sufficient to con- 
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vince any one, that in a country like our own, in- 
creasing so rapidly as it now is in population, and 
assured as we are from the best, most unquestiona- 
ble and reliable authority, that those of the Yankee 
race who die every year exceed the whole number 
horn; that this vast increase is wholly attributa- 
ble to the influx of foreigners and the children of 
such born in this country, who like ancient Israel 
in a foreign land, are fruitful and increase abun- 
dantly, are multiplying and waxing exceeding 
mighty, so that our country is not only being 
filled but literally inundated with them; that 
it is only a matter of time. and a short time too, 
when the sceptre of power in the United States 
of America shall pass once and foreyer from the 
hands of natives into those of foreigners, who 
are to become our lawgivers, and whose European 
ideas are to be dominant, and superstitious faith the 
religion of this formerly our own but then their 
land, and the Yankees, like the Indians in this and 
the overpowered races of all countries, become the 
down-trodden, and at last annihilated. 

Nations are said to have lost their liberties, and 
for a time did not know it; nor were they awaken- 
ed from their mistaken dreams of security until the 
precious boon was clean gone, and so irretrievably 
lost as to be past all possibility of recovery. And 
so-are we as a people fast losing each and every bless- 
Ing for which our emigrant ancestors denied them- 
selves the benefit of European refinement and ciyili- 
zation, and for our sake sacrificed wealth, ease, per- 


Sonal comforts and conveniences, and even life it- 
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self, in this then hideous wilderness inhabited by 
wild beasts and savage men. 

To those who are firmly attached, pay such unde- 
viating respect and unreserved devotion to our form 
of goyernment, and wondering, as they honestly 
seem to do, how it is possible to make human life 
and existence endurable under any other, we would 
suggest that the monarchies and aristocratic govern- 
ments of the old world serve at least one important 
purpose, for besides maintaining themselves in point 
of population, they people this great republic of the 
new world, and, as we Yankees seem to think, the 
model government of the whole earth, and without | 
which the United States of America would soon 
lack that prime essential of a government, namely, 
inhabitants. 

Pre-infanticide has produced, and is still produe- 
ing, immense physical as well as moral injury to | 
society in enlightened, educated, progressive, Chris- 
tian America, and with all its popularity is never- 
theless — whether considered physically, intellectu- 
ally or morally —an enormous crime; and has by 
the Medical Society of Massachusetts been justly 
characterized as the “ home crime in Christian Ame- 
rica,” where it “shatters the female constitution, 
destroys physical and. moral health, perverts natural 
affection at the fountain, lowers the general sense 
of individual virtue and the sacredness of life, and 
is a barbaric stain and disgrace to Christian civili- 
zation.” 

A few, very few, bold and honest spirits have not 
feared to “sound the slogan and wield the clay- 
more” against this monstrous and degrading evil, 
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while many more Doctors in Divinity and Medicine 
have as yet only courage in the agristle, waiting for 
ossification to enable them openly to proclaim against 
this most revolting crime. 

A work entitled “Medical Communications of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society,” adds: “ In this 
connection it is but justice to say that the Catholie 
Church, in reference to Pre-infanticide and Spirit- 
ism, is less derelict of her duty than the Protestant 
Church.” “Why it is so I will not here inquire 
or attempt to explain, but the fact is patent and 
undeniable, and Protestantism, especially in Ameriea, 
must bear the disgrace ;” and thus we are brought 
to realize the singular and yery remarkable fact that, 
in this land of common schools, and of knowledge 
generally diffused, this land of bibles, books and. 
newspapers, land of the pious Puritans, whose sons 
and daughters have never wearied or grown tired 
_ indenouncing the Catholic Church as the mother 
of harlots, all around, and even upon Plymouth 
Rock, the only form of Christian faith extant and 
the only religious organization whose creed controls 
its customs and manners to prevent the crime of 
murder for a cause wholly inexcusable and in its 
host revolting form, is the Roman Catholic Church ; 
for in this Church, and nowhere else, is God’s 
command, “Thou shalt not kill,” sufficiently re- 
spected to be implicitly obeyed. 


A few words more, and with this long preface we 
shall be done. : 

A small number, and I regret to say compara- 
tively very few persons of the Peirce family or con- 
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nected with it by blood but bearing another name, 
deserve especial notice here for their generous in- 
terest and liberality in forwarding and encouraging 
the publication of this work. Chief among these 
was Mr. Ephraim L. Pratt (No. 1872), late of Bey- 
erly, who was removed by death before he had time 
or opportunity to put his, liberal and very generous 
intentions into practice, and to whom I was indebt- 
ed for the payment of my expenses to and from 
Franklin Co., Mass., to collect information concern- 
ing that branch of the Peirce family to which Mr. 
Pratt belonged. To Harrison Staples, Esq., of Lake- 
ville, my thanks are also due for a free ride to 
Portsmouth, N. H., and return, as also his subserip- 
tion for five copies of the book; to Col. Abial P. 
Robinson, of Acushnet, for a subscription for a 
like number, and also for taking me around in his 
carriage to gather facts in the towns of Acushnet 
and Rochester; and to Mr. David R. Peirce, of New 
Bedford, for his liberal and generous subscription 
for ten copies of this work. 

Into whatever errors we may have been led or 


fallen in writing and compiling this family history, 


those of special pleading, or trying to make them 
individually or collectively appear greater, wiser, 
or better than they really were, we hope to have 
shunned, as that was what we have endeavored stu- 
diously to guard against ; and to tell what was sup- 
ported by reliable evidence, nothing more and no- 
thing less, whether good or bad, our constant, uni- 
form and unceasing effort. 
EBENEZER WEAVER PEIRCE. 


Assonrt VILnAGE, Freetown, 
April 5, 1870. 








THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


BRIEF NOTICES OF PROMINENT MEMBERS IN EUROPE 
AND AMERICA, FROM 1313 TO 1775, 





Prmcer, or Prerce as the name is now more commonly 
spelled, is undoubtedly derived from the French name Pierre, 
or Prers. That it isa name of considerable antiquity, the 
following references to English history will clearly prove. 
Thus in the early part-of the fourteenth century we find 
Perms de Gayeston, who without the advantages of noble 
birth had the power so to ingratiate himself into the love and 
esteem of King Edward II., that he is still remembered as 
“ the notorious favorite,” and so great had become his influ- 
ence over that monarch that the envy of the nobles was 
aroused, and, tortured by the green-eyed monster jealousy, 
they were stung to such madness as to make theirs a common 
cause against him, resulting in his death, though never desert- 
ed by the King. He was beheaded in 1318. 

Prrer Peres lived in the reigns of Edward IV. and Rich- 
ard III., and as standard-bearer to,the latter fought at the 
battle of Bosworth-field in 1485. 

Joun Prers, as Dean of Salisbury and Christ Church, 
Oxford, Almoner, was elected, April 10, 1576; made Bishop 
October 11, 1577, and Archbishop of York, February 1, 
1589. He died September 28, 1594. 


The first Patent of Plymouth Colony was granted to John 
ut 
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Peirce, a citizen of London, June 1, 1621. He was a large 
ship-owner. 

Capt, William Pierse, who by an early historian was called 
a * godly man. and most expert mariner,” was master of ship 
“Paragon,” and in 1622 attempted a voyage in her to Ame- 
rica, but was obliged to put back. As master of the ship 
« Ann,” he succeeded in crossing the Atlantic in 1623, and 
commanded the ship “ Charity,’ on her voyage to this 
country in 1624, the “ May Flower” in 1629, and the “ Lion” 
in 1630, 1631 and 1632, He alsomade voyages to Virginia 
and the West Indies. THe made an Almanac for New Eng- 
land for 1639, the first Almanac published in America; and 
being entrusted with the command of an expedition against 
the Bahamas, fell in battle at the Island of Providence in 
1641. 

The first newspaper ever printed in America was pub- 
lished by Richard Pierce, at Boston, Mass., Sept. 25, 1699, 

Michael Pierce, of Hingham, and afterwards of Scituate, 
was commissioned Ensign of the company raised by the colony 
to fight the Dutch in 1673, and commanded by Capt. Miles 
Standish, although in 1669 he had been promoted to Captain 
of the local militia of Scituate. He participated in the great 
battle at Narraganset in Dee., 1675, but escaped with his 
life, soon to perish in a more terrible conflict. Being entrust- 
ed with a separate command, he early in the spring of 1676 
commenced the pursuit of the Indian enemy towards Rhode 
Island, leading the entire force of Plymouth Colony then 
operating in the field. He had proceeded without emcounter 
to near Paytucket, and that part formerly known as the 
Attleborough Gore, when Indians were discovered. Not 
suspecting that the chieftain Conanchet was there with all 
the collected warriors of Narraganset, Capt. Pierce ventured 
_ to cross the river and commence an attack, but soon found 
himself contending with an oyerwhelming force. To flee 
was impossible, and to conduct an orderly retreat im face of 
such an enemy equally desperate. His only recourse was to 
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fall back to the river’s bank to avoid being surrounded, and. _ 


there make the sacrifice of himself and his men as costly ay’ 
possible to the foe. There, says an early historian, “ they 
fought until nearly every man fell, and with a bravery like 
that at Thermopyle, and deserving as great success.” But 
the colonists had the satisfaction to learn that their brave 
band had slain in this disastrous battle thrice their own num- 
ber of the enemy. ‘This was the greatest calamity that befel 
Plymouth Colony during King Philip’s war. The will of 
Capt. Michael Pierce was made in 1675, and the preamble 
is in these impressive words: ‘ Being, by the appointment 
of God, going out to war against the Indians, I do ordaim this 
my last willand Testament; and first ] commit my ways to 
the Eternal God.” 

The following copy of a letter in the library of the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society at Worcester, Mass., will aid us best 


to tell 
‘Who bravely fought and nobly fell.” 


This letter was written by Rey. Noah Newman, the second 
minister at Rehoboth, and addressed to Rey. John Cotton, of 
Plymouth. 


* of the first” 
REnOHOTH, 27 76 
A 


‘‘ REVEREND AND DEAR Sir, 


I recieved yours dated the 20™ of this Inftant wherein you gave me 
a doleful relation of what had happened with you, and what a diftreff{- 
ing Sabbath you had passed. 

“ T have now according to the words of your own letter, an oppor- 
tunity to retaliate your account with a relation of what yelterday hap- 
pened to the faddening of our hearts, filling us with awful expectations 
of what further evils it may be antecedaneous to both refpecting our- 
felyes and you. ‘ 

“Upon the 25" of this inftant, Capt. Pierce went forth with a fmall 
party of his men and Indians with him, and upon difcovering the enemy, 
fought him without damage to himfelf, and judged that he had consi- 
derably damnified them. : 

Yet he, being of no great force, chofe rather to retreat and go out 


. 
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the next morning with a recruit of men; And accordingly he did, 
‘taking pilots from us, that were acquainted with the ground, 

“But it pleafed the Sovereign God fo to order it, that they were in- 
clofed with a great multitude of the enemy, which hath slain fifty-two 
of our Englishmen and eleven Indians. 

« The account of their names is as follows. From Scituate, eighteen, 
of whom fifteen were slain, viz.: Capt. Pierce, Samuel Ruffell, Benja- 
min Chittenden, John Lothrope, Gershom Dodfon, Samuel Pratt, 
Thomas Savery, Jofeph Wade, William Wilcome, Jeremiah Barftow, 
Jobn Ensign, Jofeph Cowen, Jofeph Perry, John Roufe, Marshfeld, 
nine slain: Thomas Little, Jofeph Eams, Jofeph White, John Bur- 
rows, Jo{eph Phillips, Samuel Bump, John Low, More » John 
Brance. Duxbury, four slain: John Sprague, Benjamin Soal, Thomas 
Hunt, Joshua Fobes. Sandwich, five slain: Benjamin Nye, Dayid 
Beffey, Caleb Blake, Job Gibbs, Stephen Wing. Barnftable, six slains 
Lieut, Fuller, John Lewis, Eleazer C , Samuel Linnet, Samuel 
Childs, Samuel Bremen. Yarmouth, fiveslain; John Mathews, John 
Gage, William Gage, Henry Gage, Henry Gold. Eastham, four 
slain: jJofeph Neffefield, John Walker, John M (torn off), 
John Fitz, Jr., John Miller, Jr., Thomas Man, juft returned with afore 
wound. 

“Thus sir, you have a fad account of the continuance of God's dif- 
pleature againft us; yet {till I desire fteadfaftly to look unto him who 
is not only able but willing to fave ail fuch as are fit for his falvation. 

“Tt is a day of the wickeds tryumphing, but the fure word of God 
tells us his tryumphing is brief. 

*© that we may not lengthen it out by our sins, The Lord help 
us to joyne iffue in our prayers, inftantly and earneftly, for the healing 
and helping of our Land. ‘ Our Extremity is God’s opportunity, 

* Thus with our deareft refpects to you and Mrs. Cotton and fuch 
forrowful friends as are with you, [ remain, 











‘(Your ever affured friend, 
“Noan Newman,” 


Thomas Man, who “ returned with a sore wound,” was of 
Scituate, Mass. Rev. Noah Newman, the writer of the fore- 
going letter, died April 16,1678. He was a son of Rev. 
Samuel Newman, the first minister at Rehoboth, and the real 
founder of that town. Rey, Samuel Newman was born at 
Banbury, England, in 1600, and educated at the University 
of Oxford. He wrote a concordance of the Bible, which far 
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surpassed anything of the kind before written, and died July 
5, 1663. The Rey. Noah Newman headed a band of Reho; 
both people, who with a small party of Mohegan Indians 
attacked King Philip as he was retreating over Seaconk 
Plain, en route for the Nipmuck country, and slew twelve of 
his followers. 

About the close of the seventeenth and beginning of the 
eighteenth century, there was a prominent man residing at 
Newbury, whose name in the old records appears as *“ Col. 
Daniel Pierce, Esq'.”’ 

Nathaniel Pierce, of Woburn, was in the disastrous fight 
at the falls on the Connecticut river, May 19,1676. A Capt. 
William Pierce was killed by a cannon ball at the taking of 
Louisburg in 1745; and Benjamin Pierce, of Salem, was one 
of the patriot soldiers slain by the British on the ever memo- 
rable 19th of April, 1775. 

The family of Peirce, Pierce, Pearce, Pearse, and whatever 
other way the name has been spelled, are, and ever have been, 
quite numerous in this country since the earliest dates of its 


_ . settlement by the white people; and, unquestionably, never 


had a common ancestor in America. 

With the brief notice that we have already given of the 
family in general, we shall now cease to speak further of its 
numerous branches, and confine our account to the history 
and genealogy of Apranam Prmcez, of Plymouth, and his 
lineal descendants. 

For doing this we offer as reasons, first, that Abraham 
Peirce, of Plymouth, and afterwards of Duxbury, appears to 
haye been the earliest acrvat serriur of the name (under any 
of its various forms of spelling) who settled in New England, 
and probably in America, unless the ancestor of the Virginia 
branch of the family came earlier, which is at least a matter 
of serious doubt. Second, being ourself a descendant of the 
Plymouth settler, and remembering that true charity begins 


at home, we feel assured that here, atleast, is the proper 
1 


—- 
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place to commence a systematic labor, the labor of love, an 
unrequited toil, unless an approving conscience furnishes 
ample reward—and for the most part unappreciated by the 
very people, the fleeting waifs of whose fathers’ history we 
are secking to gather up and put in a form enduring and 


easy of reference. 
° 











THE OLD COLONY FAMILY. 


ABRAHAM PEIRCE AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 





Apranam Prmcer, as already remarked, was the earliest 
member of the Peirce family who settled in Plymouth 
Colony, and from him are descended most of the name in 
that section of Massachusetts. His name first appears as a 
tax “payer at Plymouth, in 1623; next, at a division of the 
cattle in 1627, and subsequent notices in the colonial records 
occur as follows : 

1627. Jan. 20, exchange with Capt. Miles Standish, of 
two shares in a red cow for two ewe lambs. 

1629. Sept. 28, sale of one acre of ground abutting on 
Hobbs hole to Thomas Clark, for thirty pounds of “ marchan- 
table” tobacco. 

1633. A freeman. 

1634. A tax payer. 

1636. A member of an inquest or coroner’s jury. 

1637. A house-holder, and also for sale of.a house and 
garden place in Plymouth, to Joshua Pratt, for fourteen 
bushels of corn. 

1639. Allowed to take up more land at Jones river. 

1640. Granted forty acres of upland and some meadow 
at North River. ; 

1642. Sept. 7, his difficulty with Wiliam Hanbury left 
out to disinterested men for settlement. 
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1643. A soldier under Capt. Miles Standish, and on the 
8th of June, in that year, his sale of forty acres of upland 
and meadowing thereto belonging and being on the south 
side of North Riyer, to John Winslow, for seven pounds 
sterling. 

1645, One of the original purchasers of ancient Bridge- 
water, then including the four Bridgewaters and Abington. 

1650. Brought before the court charged with neglecting 
public worship and spending the Sabbath slothfully ; but ac- 
quitted, after due trial. 

1660. Granted three acres of meadow on the north side 


‘of the brook at Namassakeset and liberty to purchase lands 


at Saconeset, and soon after received a further grant of one 
hundred acres of land on the back side of Indian Head River 
pond. 

The christian name of Abraham Peirce’s wife was Rebecca, 
but further we haye been unable to learn concerning her. 

Abraham Peirce must haye died im or about 1673, as at 
that date an administrator was ees to dispose of his 
affairs and estate. 

The children of ApRAHAM were: 

(2) Abraham, born at Plymouth, January, 1638; mar- 
ried October 29, 1695, Hannah Glass, of Duxbury (she 
was probably a second wife). He died at Duxbury, January, 
1718. 

(3) Rebecca, born ——; married 
died at Marshfield, March 80, 1724. 

(4) Mary, born ; married Baker. 

(5) Alice, born ;_ baptized July 21, 1650; mar- 
ried Baker. She died at Duxbury in 1673, 

(6) Isaac, born in or about 1661; married Alice 
He died at Middleborough, now Lakeville, Feb. 28, 1782. 
He had been a soldier in the Narraganset war, about one 
hundred years before the war of the American Revolution, 
and for his services in that war received from the goyern- 
ment a grant of land, 
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Atthe distribution of the estate of Abraham Peirce (No. 1), 


~ made in 1673, Abraham (No. 2) received all the real estate, 


save twenty acres of upland and two acres of meadow, assigned 
to Isaac (No. 6). The three daughters, then called Rebecca 
Wills, Mary Baker and Alice Baker, received twenty shillings 
each, 

Of Abraham Peirce, Jr. (No. 2), the colonial records fur- 
nish notices as follows: 

1661. October 1, acknowledgment that he had Acfasand 
Rebecca Alden and Hester Delancy. 

1663. Arraigned before the court for abusive speeches 
used against his father: (His tongue appears to have been 
a yery unruly member.) 

1670. May 29, a freeman. 

1673. Appointed to administer upon the estate of his 
father, Abraham Peirce, deceased. 

1682. One of the surveyors of highways at Duxbury. 

1718. January, his death. 

Asranam Perrce, Jr. (No. 2) had: 

(7) Abraham, m, Abigail Peterson, Sept. 25, 11729. 
Lived in Pembroke, Mass. 

(8) John, m. Susannah Newland, of Bridgewater, Jan. 
26, 1713. He remoyed to Gloucester, Mass. 

(9) Samuel, m. first, Jan. 18,1703, Mary, a daughter 


_ of John Saunders, of Cape Porpoise, Me.; m. second, 
_ Abigail Pool, in 1728, Samuel remoyed to Gloucester, Mass., 
- in or about 1718. 





(10) Hannah, born at Duxbury, Apr., 1706; m. Joseph 
Newell, of Bridgewater, in 1732, and she died in or about 
1733, leaying one child, a son, named Jonas. 


Rersecca (No, 3), 


We have sought in vain for facts in the history of Ruszcca, 
beyond the surname of her husband, the date of her 
death, and that she was complained of for slander, but on 
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being brought to trial her words were found to be true, and 
she was acquitted, while the complainant was punished for 
the crime with which she had charged, or rather reported 
concerning him. Like Abraham her brother, she appears 
to haye used great plainness of speech. 


Mary (No. 4). 
We have been able to learn only the single fact that she) 
married a man named Baker. 


: Aurcz (No. 5). 


She was complained of for joining with her sister Re- 
becca in giving publicity to a scandalous story. She was 
acquitted when, on trial, the truth of the accusation was 
established. She was baptized, or rather sprinkled, in het 
youth, and was carried to church (to receive the ordinance) 
by “ Goody Scudder,” sister of her mother. 


Tsaac Prmce (No. 6). 


In the old records, Isaac is called Mr., a title then conferring 
more distinction, and doubtless commanding higher respect 
than that of Hon. now-a-days. He is probably that Isaac 
Peirce of whom tradition has handed down the story d 
having two thumbs on one hand. His will was made i 
1722, or about ten years before his death. Gave his re 
estate to sons Isaac and Thomas; and to daughters Mary, 
Lydia, Mercy, Sarah and Rebecca, each five pounds in 
money. ‘Tradition says that he died suddenly while sitting 
in his chair, and town records of Middleborough add that he 
was in the seventy-first year of his age. 

«Times make men;” at least we are told so by those 
whose opportunities for experience and means of observation 
entitle them to be supposed to know. That times make 
men, is in general terms unquestionably true. To judge 
properly, therefore, of a person, it becomes a matter of thi 
ereatest importance, first, to be fully advised concerning the 


we 
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time state of society in the times in which that person liyed,\ 

as his mental powers or physical nature, if never tested by 

hardship, would not be known to others, and probably almost 

as little understood by himself. And his morals could hardly 

he said to haye become fixed and settled if he had never yet 

suffered temptation. Indeed, to determine whether a man oe, 
was good, wise or really great, requires not simply to learn : 
the kind and measure of grace he possessed, but when he f 
possessed it; not how far he had advanced in the sciences 
and true knowledge of living, but when he attained to that 
degree of wisdom; not alone what he did that was noble, but 
what were the difficulties that lay in his way, the dangers 
braved and suffering endured for its accomplishment. Nor is 
Buccess an absolute necessity ; for 




















* Who noble ends by noble means obtains, 
Or, failing, smiles in exile or in chains, 
Like good Aurelius let him reign or bleed, 
Like Socrates that man is ereat indeed.” 
The times are changed, wonderfully changed, in very many 
great and essential particulars, since Isaac Peirce was born. 
And although he lived the full space allotted to man, and 
could number three score and ten years of worldly ex- . 
perience, there are a multitude of facts as readily under- 
stood and familiar to-day as household words, of which he ‘. 
neither did or possibly could know anything. That amount 
Of attainment which in his time was denominated a liberal 
‘Rducation, would now be justly considered woful ignorance. 
The pittance of property they were then under great diffi- 
culties enabled to accumulate, required efforts more pro- 
tracted and painful than is now demanded to obtain many 
imes the amount; and to learn the little they could then 
iequire in view of the almost insurmountable difficulties with 
Which they had to contend, entitled them to as much or more 
Praise than the achievements of the first scholars of the 
Present age. It requires more. consideration than is usually 
devoted to the subject, to fit us to render a just judgment 
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upon the conduct of our forefathers of that age, viewing : 
them as we must do from so different a stand-point from that 
they were forced to occupy ; and we may justly accredit ou 

selves as being hopeful pupils, when we haye learned not to 
despise the days of small things. 
Jsaac Peirce, from the statement concerning his age found 
in the record of his death upon the town book of Middle- 
boro’, must have been born in 1660 or 1661—a marked 
period in the history of Plymouth colony—a time when blind} 

zeal was furiously raging, and wild fanaticism with mad- 
dened frenzy ran rampant. Never, during our colonial his} 
tory, had those lamentable times a parallel, save when suffer 
ing under the witch delusion some thirty years after. 
Tt scemed as if those scenes of terrible suffering were just 
what was required to teach feeble mortals the lesson they 
were so slow to learn, and that nothing else could suffice toy 
convince them of the great truth expressed in the couplet, 
¢¢ Foy modes of faith let graccless zealots fight, 
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right,” 
That the reader may appreciate the condition of affainy 
we will make a few extracts from ‘‘y* old record.” 

Tn 1661 John Brown and Peter Pierson, having beet 
indicted for Quakers and standing mute, were sentenced tt 
be stripped from the girdle, upwards, tied to a cart-tail at 
whipped through the streets of Boston, Roxbury all 
Dedham.” 
So much for Massachusetts, given only as a specimen ti 
cruelties of which these were as a drop to the bucket, Nos 
let us look to pious Plymouth colony, where, if we belie 
the spread-eagle orators of our own time, the people cam 
expressly to plant and nurture, build wp and ever prote 
« freedom to worship God.” 
Mary Dyer being sentenced to death punishment in Mast! 
chusetts, for the crime of having exercised freedom in hi 
manner of worshipping God, was in compliance with 
prayer of her son allowed to escape with her life, aft 
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standing upon the gallows with a rope around her neck while 
' several others were being executed for the commission of a 
like erie, Being governed by the scriptural command, 
“if persecuted in one city flee to another,” she sought 
refuge in that. Eden of the Lord, puritan Plymouth, where 
she was quickly apprehended, charged with the crime 
of being a “ foreign Quaker,” and sentenced to be sent out 
of that jurisdiction, and thus soon appeared again in Massa- 
chusetts, where she gave herself up to the authorities, and 
with the zeal of a true martyr was executed in June, 1660. 

Numerous instances could be cited of persons set in the 
stocks, fined, and even disfranchised for being* Quakers, 
in the town of Duxbury alone, where Isaac Peirce was born, 
to say nothing of other towns of Plymouth colony, 

We have good authority for stating that the affairs of Ply- 
mouth colony were in a low and depressed state, both as re- 
gards civil and.religious matters, eyen before the appearance 
of the Quakers, as there had been a great and prevailing 
sickness among many families, caused by the unseasonable- 
ness of the weather, and serious fears were entertained lest 
their crops should prove an entire failure ; which causes com- 
bined, led to the appointment of a day of humiliation (Oct. 
21, 1658), **to humble their souls before God, on account 
of the many manifest signs of his displeasure.” 

The morbid and gloomy state that then characterized the 
public mind appears to have amounted to a monomania, 
proving alike destructive to mental and physical health, and 
Was as much or more attributable to the gloomy superstitions 
of their religion as to the unseasonableness of the weather. 

When only thirteen years of age, Isaac Peirce was left an. 
orphan, his father, a man far advanced in years, being removed 
by death ; and in the division of the large estate of his father, 
another peculiarity of those times is brought to view. Abra- 
ham, the oldest son, received by order of the court all the 
teal estate, save twenty acres of upland and two acres of salt 
Marsh assigned to Isaac as the proper portion of a younger 

2 


14 THR PEIRCE FAMILY. 


son, and to each daughter the pitiful sum of twenty shillings, 
Two years later, and Isaac is a ladof fifteen, possibly well 
advanced in his sixteenth year, and now the stifled conten- 
tions which had for seyeral years existed with the Indians, 
broke forth in open warfare, and the natives of the Wam- 
panoag tribe, inhabiting the country near Mount Hope, 
openly declare their fixed intention and unalterable determi- 
nation to extirpate the English, the old, middle-aged and 
young, and rid the land of their presence, root and branch, 

What served essentially to precipitate the war was the 
execution by the white people of three Indians of the Wam- 
panoag tribe, who were suspected of murdering an Indian 
called John Sassamon, who improved the education, civiliza- 
tion and religion that he had received from the whites by 
making himself a traitorous tale-bearer, a ‘kind of good- 
Lord-and-good-Devil sort of a fellow, thrusting himself into 
eyerybody’s mess and nobody’s watch. THis body lay some 
time under the ice of Assawamset pond, in Middleborough, 
now Lakeyille, but was brought, decayed as it was, to testify 
in court; and the learned Mather solemnly records that the 
blood oozed out of his defunct carcass at the approach of the 
accused Indians, or at least two out of three of them, and 
the blood-thirsty priests had the words of scripture ready at 
hand to explain the pretended phenomenon :—Hebrews Xxi., 
4—“ He being dead, yet speaketh.” ‘To gaimsay or even 
doubt such conclusive evidence as this would haye made one 
an obdurate Sadducee to the enlightened minds of New 
England at that day. 

The leafy month of June has come, and the fated 24th 
day goes into the calendar in characters of blood, humau. 
blood, the blood of some of the bravest and best of the white 
inhabitants of the then frontier town of Swansey. Sunday, 
the 20th of that month, had been spent by the Indians in 
killing the Englishmen’s cattle, and now they had shed the 
blood of men, Near Miles garrison they slew two meu 
on the highway, and shortly after eight more, on whose 
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bodies they exercised more than brutish barbarity, beheading, 
dismembering and mangling, and thus exposing them in the 
most inhuman manner, which gashed and ghostly objects 
struck a terror on all beholders. 

Flushed with success in these exploits, the Indians grew 
yet bolder, and skulking in the bushes and behind fences, 
shot at all passengers, killing many who ventured abroad, 
and parties of them even penetrated to Plymouth and lulled 
a number of its inhabitants. 

Great was the alarm of the white people through Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut colo- 
nies, and so thorough was the precaution taken in the town 
of Duxbury that boys under sixteen were required to watch 
and ward, and both boys and men from sixteen to sixty 
throughout the land to be m readiness to take the field; 
and Isaac Peirce has just attamed the age that will subject 
him to the last named requisition. 

To show how great a state of alarm pervaded Plymouth 
colony, we quote from the language of one of the military 
orders then in force. 

“Tt is ordered that every man that comes to meeting on 
the Lord’s Day bring with him his arms, with at least six 
charges of powder and shot.” Also, “ that whosoever shall 
shoot off a gun at any game whatsoever, except at an Indian 
or a wolf, shall forfeit 5 shills.” 

At the beginning of hostilities the colonists exerted them- 
selves with great energy. Volunteers from Massachusetts 
joined the Plymouth colony troops, and within a week the 
isolated warriors of king Philip were driven from Mount 
Hope, and ere a month passed he was a fugitive among the 
Nipmucks, the interior tribe of Massachusetts. 

The die was now cast, and the English determined on a 
vigorous prosecution of the war, The United colonies ordered. 
(Sept. 9, 1675) the raising of an army of one thousand men, 
of which the quota of Plymouth colony should be one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight, Massachusetts five hundred and tyenty- 
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seven, and Connecticut three hundred and fifteen, which was 
speedily executed, and the Plymouth colony force organized 
as two companies. Of the first company, James Cudworth, 
of Scituate, was appointed and commissioned Captain, and 
Robert Barker,* of Duxbury, Lieutenant. Of the other com- 
pany, John Gorham, of Barnstable, was Captam, and Joln 
Sparrow, Lieutenant. Of this Battalion, William Bradfordt 
was Major. Major Samuel Appleton, of Ipswich, com- 
manded the Massachusetts battalion, and Major Treat that 
from Connecticut. 
October 14, 1675, was appointed a day of humiliation 
throughout Plymouth colony, ‘to humble our sonles and 
soeke and begg the Lords healp in our present troubles,” 
for the truth cannot be disguised that the gloomy supersti- 
tions which characterized that day and age, especially in 
New England, were giving the people of Massachusetts and 
Plymouth colonies great uneasiness; for when such men as 








* Robert Barker, Lieut. of Capt. Cudworth's company, probably took no part in the 
great battle at Narraganset, as the colonial records inform that he was ** degraded 
from the honoy and office of Lieutenant,” and also fined fifteen shillings because he 
** broke away from the army when they were on their march, in 2 mutinous way.’ 
Ie was a son of that Robert Barker who (Jan. 20, 1683), complained of John 
Thorp, his master, for want of clothes, and the complaint being found just, he was 
taken from Thorp and bound as an apprentice to William Palmer, to learn the trade 
of a carpenter, his time to expire April t, 1637. Michael Pierce, named on page 2, 
probably succeeded to the place vacated by Lient. Robert Barker at the Narraganset 
battle, James Cudworth, instead of Miles Standish, was Capt. of the company 
raised by Plymouth colony, to fight the Dutch, m 1673. Jolin Gorham was Lieut., 
and Michael Pierce, Ensign. 

Capt. John Gorliam, of Yarmouth or Barnstable, was a son of Ralph Gorham, of 
Duxbury. Capt. John Gorham married Noy. 6, 1644, Desire Howland, a daughter of 
the Pilevim John Howland and wife Nlizabeth Carver, daughter of Goyernor Carver. 

Capt. John Gorham passed unharmed through the fiery ordeal of the Narraganset 
fight to die of a fever, at Swansey, Feb. 5, 1676, while in command of his company 
there stationed. His son John was Lieut. Col. under Church, in his easter 
expedition in 1703. 

} Major William Bradford wasa son of Goyernor William Bradford. Major Wil- 
liam was born at Plymouth, June 17, 1624. Tle yveceiyed a gun-shot wound, an 
varried the bullet to his graye. He died Feb. 20, 1703, haying attained to the office 
of Deputy Governor. 

Massachnsctts colony troops were oroanized as six compinies of infantry and a 
troop of horse, 
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Cotton Mather give credit to vagaries like these, what can 

be expected from common people? We quote from his 

Magnalia, ii. 486: ‘* Yea and now we speak of things 
ominous, we may add some time before this, in a clear, still, 
sunshiny morning there were divers persons in Malden who 
heard in the air on the south east of them, a great gun go 
off, and presently theretypon the report of small guns like - 
musket shot, very thick discharging, as if there had been a 
hattle. This was at a time when there was nothing visible 
done in any part of the colony to occasion such noises: but 
that which most of all astonished them was the flying of 
bullets which came singing over their heads, and seemed 
‘yery near to them, after which the sound of drums passing 
along westward was very audible, and on the same day in 
Plymouth colony in several places, invisible troops of horse 
were heard riding to and fro.” No wonder that with such a 
guide the people were blind and superstitious enough to see, 
as they said that they did, the figure of an Indian scalp im- 
printed in the disk of the moon, and that the ‘* perfect form of 
an Indian bow appeared in the sky.” and the prophecy of 
impending calamities could be nightly heard in the howling 
of wolves. 

A colonial council of war was convened at Marshfield, 
Dec. 8, 1675, and sent forth an address to the people, ex- 
horting them to express their wonted cheerfulness and 
courage in engaging in the service, assuring them that they 
would be comfortably provided for, and that those who 
“cheerfully tender themselves to the expidition or to presse 
shalbe looked upon with singular respect,” a promise that 
was kept as well, probably, as such promises have been since ; 
but how ait was fulfilled, or rather how it was not, toward 
Isaac Peirce, will be noticed in its proper place. 

The combined forces from Massachusetts and Plymouth 
colonies were ordered to assemble at Providence, R. I., on 
the 10th day of Dee., 1675, and from theace march against 
the Boe ; Josiah Winslow, governor of Plymouth colony, 
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being commander-in-chief, and the intrepid Benjamin Chureh 
serving upon the general’s staff, he haying declined to accept 
the commission of captain in one of the companies. They 
were also joined by a considerable body of friendly Indians 
from Connecticut (the subjects of Uneas), and five companies 
of infantry, under Major Treat. Their first attempt was to 
surprise Pumham, a sachem of the Narragansets, residing 
at Warwick; but learning of the approach of the English, 
he with his warriors beat a hasty though safe retreat, and 
in the language of the brave old Church, the ‘‘ next moye 
was to a swamp which the Indians had fortified with a fort,” 
Tt was earby on the afternoon of Dee. 19, 1675, that they at 
rived at the fortification, being directed thither by the perfidy 
of an Indian whom they had taken prisoner. This Indian 
fort was upon an island of four or five acres, embosomed in 
a dense swamp, and encompassed by high and strong pali- 
sades and further strengthened by abattis, and here three 
thousand Narraganset Indians had gone into winter quarters, 
This swamp is near the village im [ingsten, Washington 
county, R. I,, not far distant from. the Providence and Ston- 
ington Railroad. 

With determined and desperate courage, the English sol- 
diers, led by brave captains, now rushed to the attack, but 
were with equal valor resisted by the red men, who, securely 
posted in a log hut, swept, as with a besom of destruction, 
both officers and men as they attempted to cross a narrow 
bridge that led to the only apparent entrance of the well 
constructed works, Captains Johnson and Davenport of 
the Massachusetts forces have fallen, gone down in the yan 
of the fight, and the bodies of the English killed and wound- 
ed are already beginning to impede progress, by blocking the 
passage. 

Victory for a moment trembles in the balance; an ayitul 
qnoment, pregnant with equal or greater destinies to maniand 
than any other since God said -“* Let there be light,” for the 
fate not only of the entire Indian race, but the weal or woe 
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of the nations that haye inhabited or are to people America, 
the destiny of an entive continent, depend upon the issue. 

Suspense was, however, of short duration, for putting forth 
almost superhuman efforts, and clambering over the bodies 
of their killed and wounded comrades, the English were 
enabled to pass the gauntlet, cross the “bridge of sighs,” 
eroans and death, aud wading through gore, baptized in 
human blood, by weight of numbers force themselves within 
the fortification, where, of the red men desperately fighting 
for the lands their fathers gave them, their homes and fire- 
sides, seyen hundred are slain, and three hundred’ mortally 
wounded, But it was a dearly bought victory to the assail- 
ants, for five brave captains were slain in the action, yiz.: 
Capt. Davenport, of Boston (a son of Capt. Richard Dayen- 
port, who had so distinguished himself in the Pequot war, 
forty years before); Capt. Johnson, of Roxbury, and Capt. 
Gardner,* of Salera; and of the Connecticut forces, Capt. 
Gallop, of New London, and Capt, Marshall, of Windsor. 
Among the wounded were Capt. Secly, of New Haven, mor- 
tally, as he lived but five days; and Lieut. Upham, of the 
Massachusetts forces, who suryived several months; and 
Major William Bradford, of Plymouth, and Benjamin Church, 
of Little Compton, who received curable injuries. The loss 
of the English was eighty-five killed, and one hundred and 
fifty wounded. 

Vietery seemed promptly assured, but im fact this was only 
the commencement of horrors; for Conanchct, the eagle-eyed 
Conanchet, chief sachem of the Narragansets, a son of 
Miantonomoh, burning to revenge not only the wrongs that 





* Capt. Gardner’s widow became the wife of Governor Bradstreet in 1680, She 
died in 1713. 

Joseph Peirce, of Salem, a soldier in Capt. Gardner’s company, was shot and killed 
outright, as they were forcing a pnssaye at the gate. 

John Raymond, of Salem, and afterwards of Middleborongh, who was a soldier 
in Capt. Gardner's company, is said to have been the first man to enter the fort. He 
sa Salem and fled for his life i Middlebovourh during the prevalence of the witch 

elusion, 
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his murdered father had suffered, but also those his tribe 
were now called to endure, scorned to flee, and though after 
a terrible carnage of several hours the Indians were driven 
out of the fort, leaving its area coyered with the bodies of 
their slain, they still confronted the white people, and in turn 
became assailants upon the outside. 

The wigwams upon the inside of the fort numbered from 
five to six hundred, and these had been rendered to a great 
extent bullet proof by the manner in which the Indians had 
piled up tubs of corn and other stores about the sides. 
Benjamin Church, the bravest man in battle and most con- 
siderate and humane to his foes when out of it, represented 
these facts to Gov, Winslow, and pointed out the advantages 
of obtaining a plentiful supply of food, of which his army 
were now nearly or quite destitute, and also a warm cover 
where the wounded Englishmen could receive requisite 
attention. 

To this sensible advice Gov. Winslow listened, and was at 
first inclined to comply; but being vehemently opposed by 
others, allowed the whole to be burned to the ground. And 
now was reénacted the terrible scenes at the fort of the Pe- 
quots. Great numbers of the tribe, old men and old women, 
helpless children and wounded, were literally roasted alive, 
or mercilessly slain as they attempted fo flee from the 
blazing wigwams. 

Hubbard, a minister of the gospel of peace and reyerend 
historian of the Indian wars, fiendishly records the “ fireing of 
at least five or six hundred of their smoky cells,” and with 
the consistency of far too many New England diyines in ex- 
pressing “ good will towards men,” says the Indians were 
preparing their dinner when “our unexpected assault put 
them beside that work, making their cooking too hot for 
them, when they and their mitchen fried together.” Hub- 
bard was an apt scholar in the school of Increase Mather, 
and appears to have been abundantly possessed with his 
hellish spirit. 
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Hear Increase (but of such mjnisters and such men may 
God in mercy preyent the increase), as he records the hor- 
rors of the destruction of the Pequots. “Tus pay we 
BROUGHT SIX HUNDRED INDIAN souLs To HELL.” The religious 
teachings of such ministers, as might be expected, did so 
debase the moral sensibilities and blunt the natural kindness 
of men’s hearts, that the people were prepared to relish such 
stuff as this :— Tt was a fearful sight to sce them thus frying 
in the fire, and the streams of blood quenching the same ; 
and hoirible was the stink and scent thereof ; but the yictory 
seemed a swect sacrifice, and they gaye the praise thereof to 
God who had wrought so wonderfully for them, thus to en- 
close their enemies in their hands and give them so speedy a 
victory.” 

The whole Indian settlement having been reduced to 
ashes, leaving the enclosure a smoking ruin, everywhere 
strewn with burned and mangled corpses, the English army 
commenced its retreat. A day of horrible conflagration and 
slanghter had ended, to be succeeded by a night of almost 
unparalleled suffering, not only to the savage Indian, but 
to merciless white men—a night march of men worn out 


by fatigue, and suffering the sharp pangs of hunger, be- 


numbed with cold, and impeded in their progress by a blind- 
ing storm of falling snow. The sixteen or eighteen miles 
they thus dragged themselyes over and wallowed through to 
teach Wickford, was to the wounded, whose wounds were 
yet imperfectly dressed, a most excruciating torture. The 


“excuse for this was the sage medical advice Governor Wins- 


low had received from the surgeon, who said that “ by to-mor- 
tow the wounded men will be so stiff that there will be no 
Moving of them,’’ and who had witha doctor's knowing look 
and important air told Benjamin Church, whose blood was 
Still flowing, that if he persisted in his advice to remain 


‘nd occupy the Indian fort, “he should bleed to death like 


A dog before he would endeavour to staunch his blood,” 


~ Many of the wounded were moyed on the morrow, moved 
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to their graves, for a large, number who started upon that 
retreat died on the road, and not a few immediately after 
their arrival, for curable weunds had been neglected till 
death supplanted the necessity for a surgeon. 

Tt is a singular and somewhat significant fact, that his- 
torians have disagreed as to the precise date of this battle, 
Col. Benjamin Church, whose excellent narrative was printed | 
in 1716, gives Dec. 29th, 1675, as the date of this day of 
slanghter and night of unexampled suffering, while other 
historians contend that it was upon the 19th of that month; 
and these dates are about equally remoyed—the one being 
earlier, and the other later in December—from the date 
fixed for another quite as remarkable a night, sixteen hun- 
dred and seventy-five years before, and before christians had 
begun to exhibit their more than beastly ferocity for their 
religion in the name of their Lord. Let us compare notes, 
and drawing a parallel between the former and latter, per 
mit the reader, as he “looks first upon this picture and then 
on that,” candidly to say whether there is the lepst simi- 
larity between the two, and also to decide, if the Lord of 
Heayen is God, to serve Him; but if this Belial of blood, 
then to serye him. 

Tn the first picture, instead of men armed for bloody strife, 
some haying ghastly wounds received in recent combat, 
peaceable shepherds watching their equally harmless flocks; 
and in place of shrieks, groans, sighs, and bitter moans, 
making a horrible discord worthy only of regions infernal, 
good news which said or sung is unequalled by aught save 
heavenly music, being * good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people,” the Indian equally and as much as to 
the white man; and instead of a night of darkness and 
gloom, one lighted most brilliantly by the glory of the Lord, 
the place of legions on the mission of hell being supplied by 
a heavenly host praising God and saying, “ Glory to God in 
the highest ;” and for blood, carnage and horrid war, “ peace 
on earth ;” and instead of gloating over dragging our feebler 
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fellow mortals to hell, six hundred in a day, “ good will 
towards men,” Of Christmas day, subtle school men, 


** More studious to divide than to unite,” 


tell tis there are graye doubts entertained about its date, and 
that it 1s not only the shortest day in the year, but was fixed 
upon by anti-christian authority, because it was the shortest ; 
and to those members of the New England clergy who pat- 
tern after Mather and Hubbard in their love of the minute 
and loathing details of the distressing and horrible, we would 
modestly suggest the propriety of haying their faith, princi- 
ples and practice agree by adopting the date of the Narra- 
ganset battle as the natal day of the god they worship, which 
if not the shortest day in the year, is the bloodiest of the 
yankee calendar. ’o those who the first year of the late 
war of the rebellion were so wise as to sce defeats decreed 
(probably foreordained before the world was) to the forces 
fighting for the Union, because such battles were fought or 
Planned on Sunday; we would also suggest that the 19th of 
December, 1675, was Sunday. 

But before we go further in the story of the Narraganset 

War, one fact, and a very Important fact too, which our his- 
totians have generally made it convenient to slide over un- 
Moticed, ought to be considered. 
Sometime during the month of July, 1675, Captains 
utchinson and Mosely, of Massachusetts, with a body of 
troops raised in that colony, proceeded in arms to the Nar- 
aaganset country, where in concert with commissioners from 
“onnecticut they concluded a treaty of amity with certain 
Tndians, who claimed to be and were by the commissioners 
acknowledged ‘chief counsellors and prominent sachems ” 
Ot the tribes comprising the N arraganset nation. This was 
Gone, not because the Narragansets had, but for fear that 
they would take part with the confederate tribes led by king 
Thilip, in carrying on the war which the month before had 
been commenced against the English, 
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But the white people were evidently taking council of 
their fears, and sought to allay these rather than to do right, 
and by so doing secure the confidence and regard of this 
fribe of their Indian allies, and merit the: esteem of futire 
generations. 

The fault of the Narraganset people was that they were 
not only a braye and warlike, but a numerous and strong 
tribe or nation; and should they join with king Philip in his 
conspiracy, the addition of this numerous tribe to the enemy 
might so tur the scale as to result m the annihilation of the 
whites. 

When king Philip, the Pagan sayage and uncultivated 
barbarian, adopted the principle that it was a matter of 


necessity to make war upon the English, a war of aggression, 


an offensive war in selfdefence, that the English must be 


- destroyed as the only way to prevent them from destroying J) 
the Indians, the civilized, cultivated christian whites held [ 


up their hands in pious horror, and nothing farther was re- 
quired to prove the sachem to be a brute at least in nature; 
which, together with the fact that he fell in battle fighting 
for his country and people, were crimes of such magnitude 
to the eyes of civilized and christianized whites, that they 
deemed themselves fully justified in denying to his mutilated 
remains the rights of sepulture, leaving his body unburied, 
to rot above ground, and severing the head, carried it to 
Plymouth, where it was set upon a pole, when priest Mather, 
like Little Jack Horner, performed the brave act. of “ putting 
in his thumb” and displacing the under jaw, as he exulting- 
ly says, of ‘ that blasphemous leviathan,” 

An excuse was therefore sought by the whites for exter- 
minating the Narragansets, or so crippling them that they 
could never more occupy a place above that of crouching 
vassals; and hike the blood-thirsty wolf, whose water was 
made muddy by the innocent lamb, whether the latter drank 
higher up or lower down the stream than the wolf, they 
quickly found one, or what they deemed several, One was 
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that some of the Narraganset tribe had expressed satisfaction 
upon hearing of the Indian successes at Hadley. Suppose 
nations should go to war now because some individual, or 
even individuals, of one nation expressed satisfaction at the 
trouble of another nation! * 

Another réason assigned was that the Narragansets had 
detained a Mr. Smith and his family a short time—no other 
harm being done them. 

These alleged excuses, and some other pretexts equally 

frivolous, were all the ostensible grounds upon which a for- 
midable army was sent to exterminate the Narragansets with 
fre and sword, and this too without calling the latter to 
answer to the charge of keeping bad faith, or even the for- 
mality of a declaration of war. 
. The exeuses for the conduct of the united colonies on that 
occasion were just as good and not a particle better than could 
be offered now by a nation in treaty of peace with another 
that should, without a declaration of war, or complaining 
that the treaty had not been kept inviolate, commence a war 
of fire and sword, killing the men and burning the women 
and defenceless children, with their dwellings, for fear that 
the nation thus mercilessly assailed might possibly become 
an enemy. ’ 

It remains yet to be proved that the pagan barbarians 
Violated their solemn treaty with the whites; but that the 
christians did ignore theirs with them, every man acquainted 
with our country’s history knows. 

The Springfield Indians had pretended unbroken friend- 
ship for the whites, and had given hostages as pledges of 
good faith ; but the hostages succeeded in escaping, and the 
whole body joined the hostile confederacy with those of 
Hadley, “hanging together like serpent’s eges;” and who 
could wonder, in view of the examples set them by the white: 
people ? 

Springfield being attacked by the Indians, some thirty 
houses pesto, and in one of them the “brave library” of 
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Rev. Pelatiah Glover, the reverend historian Hubbard piously 
exclaims that this act (viz., burning the books) “did more 
than any other discover the said actors to be the children 
of the devil, full of all subtlety and malice.” Thus it would 
appear that burning books by Indians shows them to be 
children of the devil, but burning Indians, men, women and 
children by white men, shows the latter to be children of God 
and heirs of heayen! “ Consistency, thou art a jewel.” 

The war on the part of the Indians now became one of 
ambush and surprise; they were secret as beasts of prey, 
skilful marksmen, and in part supplied by firearms, fleet of 
foot, conversant with all the paths of the forest, patient of — 
fatigue, and maddened with passion for yengeance. When 
pursued they fled into the swamps for their fastnesses, or — 
hid in the green wood thickets, where the leayes mufiled 
the eyes of pursuers. By the rapidity of their descent 
they seemed omnipotent among the scattered villages, which 
they ravaged like the passing storm, and for a full year 
kept all New England in a state of excitement and terror, 
The exploring party was way-laid and cut off, and the man- 
gled carcasses and disjointed limbs of the dead were hung 
upon the trees to terrify pursuers. 

The laborers in the field, the reapers as they went forth 
to harvest the grain, men as they went to mill, and the boys 
that tended the cattle and sheep, were shot down by skulling 
foes whose approach was invisible. Who can tell the heavy 
hours of woman! The mother, if left alone in the house, 
feared the tomahawk for herself and children ; on the sudden 
attack the husband would fly with one child, the wife with 
another, and perhaps only one escape, for the infuriated red 
men hung upon the skirts of New England villages «hike 
the lightning on the edge of the clonds.” ‘Thus it continued 
through the summer of 1675. Brookfield was set on fire, 
Deerfield burned, Hadley surprised during a time of religious 
service, and the plains of Northfield wet with the blood of 
Beers and his yaliant associates. Lothrop’s company, the 
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yery flower of Essex, were butchered, and a little stream, 
whose channel became red with their life currents, is called 
Bloody Brook to this day. 

The months of August and September were signalized by 
Indian successes, and the white man’s defeats and disasters: 
But in all this let it be borne in mind that the N arraganset 
tribe took no active part; but after the battle of Dec. 19th, 
1675, that tribe became the most ferocious enemies with 
which the English had to contend. 

The sachem Ninegret seems to have been inclined to listen 
to the Englishmen’s proposition for peace, but Conanchet 
would hear none of it, He nourished the most unyielding 
hostility towards the destroyers of his people. 

Gov, Winslow, in the latter part of January, 1676, pur- 
sued the Narragansets to the Nipmuck country, whither they 
fled and were successful in joining the forces of the Nip- 
mucks, while the English were compelled to return for want 
of provisions. February 10, 1676, Lancaster was destroyed. 
by an Indian force consisting of Nipmucks, Nashawas and 
Narragansets; and on the 21st of that month, the town of 
Medfield, only about twenty miles from Boston, was mostly 
destroyed. During the months of February and March 
the sayages appeared more than eyer victorious, Seaconk, 
Groton and Warwick being destroyed by them, Northamp- 
ton assaulted, several houses burned at Weymouth, thirty at 
Providence and one in the very town of Plymouth, and Capt. 
Peirce and his company slain. Twelve or thirteen towns 
were destroyed, and the disbursements and losses equalled 
half a million of dollars, an enormous sum for the few of 
that: day. 

More than six hundred men, chiefly young men, the flower 
of the country, perished in the field ; some six hundred houses 
Were burned ; of the able-bodied men of the country, one in 
twenty had fallen, and one family in twenty had been burned 
out. 


But-as the season advanced, and the more remote tribes 
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came not to reinforce them, the Indians, wasted and dispirit- 
ed, abandoned all hope of success, and king Philip is at 
length shot by a faithless Indian, Annawon captured by 
Capt. Church, and thus ended the first general Indian war 
in New England. A day of public thanksgiving was ap. 
pointed, and men guilty of gross injustice to a race that had 
befriended them, derisively carry the head of king Philip on 
a pole, lifting their hands towards heaven, recking with the 
blood of those they had injured, and singing Te Deum Laud: 
amus, or praising God for His providential care. No prove 
dence for the poor Indian, because he had neither cunning, 
skill nor gunpowder. 

What a mockery of christianity! Righteousness sitting 
upon the throne of judgment has long since decided the 
question of equity, and we, viewing the scene ata distance, 
cannot fail to discern the true verdict against the avaricious 
white man. 

The closing act was well worthy of the causes that brought 
on that war. The child of the dead prince of the Pokano- 
kets is a prisoner, a prisoner to the enlightened christian 
white man. ‘This harmless child, the only son of Philip, 
last representative of the family and blood of good old Mas 
gasoit the white man’s friend, his friend in time of great 
trouble and most urgent need, his ever faithful friend, is 
now to answer—for what? Not his own sins, surely, for he 
has committed none, being of years too young and tender to 
participate in war, but the sins of his fathers ; and common 
justice would unhesitatingly say that if for their sins he was 
accountable, to him should be accorded the benefits of thei 
virtues. 

Several of the elders of the Puritan church were vely 
urgent to show the gratitude that they felt towards Massasoit, 
and which was felt by the country, by putting his grandchild 
to death! but to do honor to their priestly calling, and shew 
that they were, as priests ever have been, are now, and 
doubtless always will be, when invested with temporal powely 
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very merciful, resolved to send him to Bermuda to be sold 
into slavery, which, to the everlasting shame of the country, 
was done; but whether any portion of the price of his in- 
nocent blood went into the fund appropriated for converting 
the heathen to the Puritan’s religious faith and religious 
practice, doth not yet fully appear. 

During the war the government of Plymouth colony gave 
thirty shillings for the head of every Indian slain in battle. 
Just fancy a battalion of these civilized men, these christian 
_ soldiers, receiving a solemn benediction as they stand with 
_ heads uncovered and their bodies staggering under the 
weight of Indians’ heads as they return from the slaughter ! 

One who has read New England newspapers of late years, 
_ and particularly if he has listened to the eloquence of New 
England pulpits, would be led to think nothing was ever 
more distasteful to a true born Yankee, and that nothing 
could be so adverse to the Puritanical spirit and form of re- 
ligion, as human slayery. But facts are stubborn things. 
Let us therefore consult history, and see what really were 
_ the facts. 

The Pequots were destroyed as early as 1637, or less than 
seventeen years after the first permanent English settlement 
in New England; and so nearly were the warriors of that 
tribe cut off, that there was no reason whatever to apprehend 
‘nother warlike demonstration from them. In speaking of 
the defenceless women and orphan children of the Pequot 
tribe, Winthrop says, “ We send the male children to Ber- 
muda, by William Peirce, and the women and maid children 
are dispersed about in the towns.” So it seems that when 
divested of the poetic and fabulous, facts show that the pious 
Puritans, even at that early date, began to trade in human 
flesh, and that William Peirce, the « godly man,” was in- 
feed master of a slayer, and perhaps the May Flower was 
that slayer ; and to show that the Puritan faith and practice | 
did not improve as touching slavery, for at least forty years, 
may be wed the fact that as living bodies bore so much 
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higher price in Bermuda in 1676, than dead heads at Ply- 
mouth, the living heads of Indians sent to that island ex- 
ceeded in number the dead heads disposed of in the market 
at Plymouth. The Puritan soldier could kill his victim and 
sell its head at home for * thirty pieces of silver,” or send it 
alive to Bermuda, where in the slave market it commanded 
a larger price. Barbarous Indians took scalps to exhibit as 
proofs of their prowess and destructive qualities, but civilized 
christian white men took off Indians’ heads that they might 
dispose of them in the market for money. 

It is satisfactory to reflect that these wild domestics proved 
rather a source of annoyance than service, The Indian 
could be cheated and grievously wronged in various ways 
by the white man, and he was’; but to be made a slave, never! 
There is one race that haye been and can again be made 
slaves, but that race is the African, not the native American, ) 
and its shade or color black instead of red. There are beasts” 
and birds that cannot be tamed, because the Power that 
created made them untameable ; and there are races of men 
that cannot, under any circumstances, be enslaved, because 
their Author evidently intended them to be free—and the 
North American Indian was one of these. 

There is a curious parallelism between the first and last 
great victory over the North American Indians, separated 
by an interyal of one hundred and sixty-one years. ’ 

On the 19th of December, 1836, Colonel Zachary Taylo! 
received orders to pursue the Florida Indians. It was au last 
attempt to subdue them, ‘They had long baffled and defied 
the whole military power of the United States. very: 
general of the regular army had laid down his laurels. i 
inglorious and utter failure. 

Col. Taylor started on the 20th, with an army of about 
one thousand men, and on the 25th found himself on the 
edge of a swamp, impassable for artillery or horses. On the 
opposite side were the Indians, ready to deal destruction # 
he should attempt to cross the swamp. A battle ensued, 
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that lasted about as long as the Narraganset fight, and the 
loss Was, in proportion to the numbers engaged, about the 
same, and the results were alike permanently decisive, 

Okee-cho-bee stands beside Conanchet, and the names of 
Josiah Winslow and Zachary Taylor are imperishably in- 
scribed together on the tablets of military glory. 

Before marching to join the Plymouth colony troops at 
Providence, R. I., the Massachusetts forces were mustered 
ou Dedham plain, where certain extra inducements were 
held out, and promises made to the soldiers, among which 
was, “if they played the man, took the fort, and drove the 
enemy out of the Narraganset country, they should haye a 
gratuity of land beside their stipulated wages.” ‘The man- 
ner in which that promise was kept shows most conclusively 
that the lying and deceptive spirit then operating on Ded- 
ham plain was not exceeded, when, at the same place, 
one hundred and sixty-three years after, on the occasion of 
a division muster of the local militia, it reiippeared under 
the garb of a striped pig! 

As early as 1685 the survivors of the Narraganset battle 
then residing in the towns of Lynn, Salem, Beverly, Read- 
ing and Hingham, began to petition the General Court to 
fulfil its promise made them concerning the grant of land, 
mm which petition they say, “ We think we have reason to 
fear our days may be much shortened by our hard service in 
the war, from the pains and aches of our bodies that we feel 
in our bones and sinews and lameness thereby taking hold 
of us much, especially in the spring and fall.” 

Those who remember how profuse our people were with 
Promises when quotas were to be filled during the late war 
of the rebellion, and see how ignored, neglected and de- 
spised are now those men who for either patriotism or pro-. 
mises went to that war, will not be surprised to learn that it 
Was Frrry-Suven Yuars before Massachusetts redeemed 
her promise made to the soldiers of the N arragansett expe- 
dition. Some grants, it is true, were made, but slowly and 
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grudgingly; and when comparatively but few of those sol- 
diers had received the promised gratuity and a majority of 
them had been brought to occupy the small spot necessary 
fora grave, we find a committee of the General Court ad- 


dressing that body as follows :— 


“é There was a Proclamation made to the Army in the name of the 
Government (as living Evidence very fully teftify), when they wert 
muftered on Dedham Plain where they begun their March, 

«That if they play" the man, took the Fort and droye the Enemy 
out of the Narraganfett Country (which was their great Seat) that 
they should have a Gratuity of Land beside their Wages. 

& And it is well known and our sitting to hear this Petition is an 
evidence that it was done, and as the Condition has been performed 
certainly the Promife in all Equity and Juftice ought to be fulfilled, 
And if we consider the Difficulties thofe Brave Men went thro in 
ftorming the Fort in the depth of Winter and pinching Wants they 
afterwards underwent in purfuing thofe Indians that efcaped through 
a hideous Wildernefs, famously known through New England as the 
hungry March, and if we further consider that untill this Brave tho’ 
fmall Army thus play* the Man the whole country was filled with 
Distrefs and Fear and we trembled in this citadel Bofton itfelf, and that 
to the goodnefs of God in this Army we owe our fafety and Eftates, 

we cannot but think that thofe Inftruments of our Deliverance aud 
Safety ought to be not only JusTLy, but alfo gratefully and gener 
ously Rewarded. 

‘And we ought to further obferve what greatly adds to their Merit, 
that they were not Vagabonds, Beggars and Outeafts of which armies 
ate fometimes considerably made up, who run the Hazards of War lo 
avoid the Danger of ftarving, fo far from this that thefe were some of 
‘the beft of our men, the Fathers and fons of fome of the Greateft and 
beft of our Families, and who could haye no other view but to ferve 
their Country, and whom God was pleafed accordingly in a very te 
matkable manner to Honour and Succeed. 

“Tt is hoped that the neglect of thefe Petitioners fo long, or the 
Province’s having difpofed of the Nipmuck country to others and fy 
defeated their ancient grant, will not be thonght to wear out any mote 

+than it rewards their Merit. 

«And there is reafon to fear that publick Guilt will lie upon the 
country if we should neglect and continue in the Breach of this 
Promife after it has been made and omitted for above Fifty years. 

“ As to the late grant it is fo far below the Value of the land they 
conquered and the price the Province had for it when it was fold an 
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the money divided to the Colonies that carried on the war, it is fuch 
_ apittance of what they obtained for us, fo exceedingly beneath what 
_ the Province has defeated them of, that it is a mocking and deriding 
rather than Rewarding them to offer it.” 


The grant of land was not fully obtained until June 30, 
_ 1732, or Frery-Six Years anp Srx Moyras after it had 
_ been promised; and Isaac Peirce, who at the tender age of 
sixteen years performed his pazt of the obligation, lived 
neglected by the government he served with so much suffer- 
ing and danger, till past three score and ten, and died 
and had been im his grave four months before the debt was 
paid, ‘The government of Massachusetts had the consummate 
_ meanness, even then, to add insult to the injury it had done, 
by assigning barren rocky hills in New Hampshire, where 
nothing save goats could climb, and these found the herbage 
that grew thereon too scanty to induce a second visit, This 
was about equal to paying them off in sunshine at the 

_ north pole, for its benefits are about equal there to those 

_ the land assigned in New Hampshire would haye been to 

any body, and as scarce as the lands Massachusetts was 

willing to bestow on the broken soldiers of her wars. 

The following is copied from the original deed now in my 
possession, and will show what disposition was made of 
Isaac Peirce’s right in the government grant. It bears date 
of May 28, 1733. 

To all People to whom thefe Prefents shall come GrrETING, 
Know ye That we Tho! Peirce, Samuel Hoar and Rebeccah his wife, 
Aaron Seekel and Lydia his wife, and Ifaac Peirce, Jofeph Trouant, 
and Mary his wife, all of Middleborough in the county of Ply- 
mouth, For and in Consideration of the Sum of forty shillings and 
other valuable considerations to us in hand before the Enfealing 
hereof well and truly paid by Elisha Peirce of Middleborough in the 
County of Plymouth, fon of Ifaac Peirce of fd Middleborough, the 
Receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge and ourfelves therewith 
filly fatisfied and contented, and thereof and of every part and parcel 
thereof do exonerate, acquit and difcharge him the faid Elisha Peirce, 
his Heirs, Executors and Adminiftrators foreyer by thefe Prefents 
Have given, granted, bargained, fold, aliened, conveyed and by thefe 
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Prefents Do freely, fully and abfolutely give, grant and bargain, fell, 
aliene, convey and confirm unto him the faid Elisha Peirce and his 
Heirs and Afsigns for ever all our Refpective shares parts and perqui- 
sites in the lands granted to our Hon" Father Haac Peirce late of Mid 
dlehorough and his lawful reprefentatives by the General Court as he 
was one of the Soldiers in the Narragansett war.” 


A meeting of the Narraganset soldiers, their heirs or legal 
representatives, was held on Boston Common at two o'clock, 
P. M., June 6, 1733, when they voted that the grantees 
should be divided into seven socicties, one township to be 
given to each society, and the claim of Isaac Peirce fell in” 
society or township No. 4, which, as has already been said, | 
was laid out in New Hampshire, although the committee 
officially reported that it was not fit for settlement ; and if 
was not till Jan..14, 1737, that the General Court allowed 
them the territory of “ Quabbin” in exchange for the rocky 
desert in New Hampshire. Thus it will be seen that it was 
actually more than sixty-one years after the promise made 
by the government before its fulfilment; and the end was 
not yet. After surveying “ Quabbin,” it was found to con 
tain considerably less than the quantity promised, They had 
sought first to cheat the soldier in quality, and now tried t 
wrong him’ in quantity ; and it was only by persistent efforts 
that the General Court was at length compelled to make up 
the amount from lands now lying in Chestertield or Goshen, 
in Hampshire County, Mass. “ Quabbin” is now Greek 

wich; Mass. So many,, such long and vexatious delays did 
these old soldiers and their heirs or legal representatives 
suffer at the hands of the Massachusetts authorities, that 
many of them realized no benefit from the grants at last 
obtained, until 1760, or Erqcury-Five Years after the pre 
mise was voluntarily made by the government, accepted by 
the soldiers, and their part of the obligation promptly per 
formed. It is matter of serious doubt whether so pid 
as ont of the thousand men to whom the promise was madey 
lived long enough to see it fulfilled, : 
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It is a subject of deep regret that I am compelled to write 
the fact, that, after a long and diligent search, all that can 
be said of the wife of Isaac Peirce, beyond her christian 
name, is derived from that most unreliable source of infor- 
mation, tradition. 

The reader will therefore accept with caution the story 
that she was a Scotch emigrant, and that her name was 
Alice Chartley; and further, that Isaac Peirce found her at 
the port at which she was landed, and paid her passage as 
one of the conditions of taking her to himself, and that she 
was 2 woman under the medium stature. 

Tsaac Prrrcy (No. 6) and wife had: 

(11) Isaac, born ; married in or before 1703, Judith 
Booth, youngest daughter of John Booth, of Scituate, Mass, 
She died at Middleborough, now Lakeville, May 4, 1733, 
aged fifty-three years, one month and twenty-one days. 
Isaac for a second wife married Abigail . * He died 
January 17, 1757. 

(12) Thomas, born ; married, April 16, 1714, Nao- 
mi Booth, of Middleborough, 

(13) Mary, born ; married Saunders, of 

(14) Lydia, born ; matried first, July 3, 1706, John 
Heyford, of Bridgewater; and married second, Jan. 12, 1725,: 
Aaron Seekel. 

(15) Mercy, born 
Trouant, of Bridgewater. 
(16) Sarah, born ; married Macomber, of , 
(17) Rebecca, born ; married Samuel Hoar, of Mid- 
She died July 12, 1765. He died Feb, 13, 


























; married May 15, 1707, J oseph 














Asrauam Prmce (No. 7). 


He is said to have removed to Pembroke, but the truth 
vas perhaps that his lands ‘in Duxbury fell within the limits 
f Pembroke, at the division of Duxbury and incorporation 
ot Pembroke in 1711, 














~ monsters of the great deep; for herring, though never hay- 
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He probably resided near the centre of Pembroke, as the 
earliest records of that town make frequent mention that he 
was paid for sweeping the meeting-house. He was repeat- 
edly chosen by the town of Pembroke upon a committee to 
« clear the herring brook.” Clearing the brook probably 
consisted im removing obstacles calculated to impede the 
upward passage of alewives or herring from the sea, toward 
the still waters of some fresh pond, sought by that fish to 
deposit they spawn where the hatching process could he 
accomplished beyond the deadly and devouring reach of the 


ing read the old proverb, seem from intuition to have undet- 
stood that “ great fish,” the world over, “eat up the little 
ones.” 
Abraham Peirce was also several times elected to the 
office of a tithing-man. The assembled wisdom of the 
& eolony af Massachusetts Bay in New England,” under the: 
title of “Great and General Court,” at their session i 
1679, gravely enacted that tithing-men should be annually 
chosen in all the towns of their jurisdiction, and such offi- 
cers to be selected from the “ most prudent and discreet in 
habitants.” ‘The duty of said officers was minutely pointed 
out in statute law, as follows :—* To inspect all licensed ot 
unlicensed houses where they shall haue notice or haue 
ground to suspect that amy person or persons doe spend 
their tyme or estates by night or by day in tipling, gaming: 
or otherwise unprofitably; or doe sell or retayle, strog 
drink, wine, ale, cidar, ramm, brandey, perry or metheglit 
‘and without license.” 

Besides the duties enumerated it fell to the lot of tithing 
men “to inspect the manners of all disorderly persons ; ant 
to present to the magistrate the names of all single perso 
that live from under family goyernment, stubborne and dis 
orderly children and servants, night-walkers, typlers ant 
Sabbath breakers by night or by day, and such as absel 
themselues from the publick worship of God on the Lor 
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dayes,” and also “all persons whose conduct tends to de- 
bauchery, irreligion, prophaneness and atheism.” 

Asa badge of his office, and to give force to the authority 

and dignity fitting his station, the ldw provided that each 

and every tithing-man, when on duty, should be armed with 

_ “a black staff of two foot long, tipt at one End with Brass 

about three Inches, the said staff to be provided by the- 
selectmen at the Charge of the Town.” To these “words 

of the law” as recorded, we also have the traditional story 

that the “ black staff” soon came to have (not by law, but 

from custom, which then, as now, is stronger than law) @ 

_ feather stuck into one énd with which to tickle the noses of 
_ drowsy saints, while with that heavily laden with brass they: 
rapped the heads of sleeping sinners, to keep both saints 

and sinners awake and attentive to the services of the sanc- 

tnary on the Lord’s day. 

Abraham Peirce} at the hands of his townsmen in Pem- 
_ broke, was also honored with election to the offices of sur- 
_ yeyor of highways, constable, collector of town and parish 
taxes, and enumerated in the recorded list of those white 
male citizens from whom were drawn the “ grand inquest ” 
or jurymen of the county; and last, not least, elected to that 
otlice which it is said to have taken an entire session of the 
colonial legislature to institute, viz., Hoc-Rrryn. 

“And seeing that every particle of historical truth is 
precious, I hope the reader will pass a favorable censure 
upon” the writer for what may at first appear quite unneces- 
Sary prolixity, and an unreasonable detention, while the real 
duties, honors and emoluments of a hog-reeye, AS HE WAS, 
ave fully explained. Well, first be this known, that hogs, 
four-legoed hogs we mean, Were formerly entitled by statute 
Taw to the privilege of running at large in roads, streets and 
highways, and on town commons, provided said hogs were 
Properly ringed and yoked. ‘The yoking consisted in fast- 
fing to the neck of cach swine several pieces of wood, 
hus ee a framework of a triangular form, and of a 
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size to prevent the animal from creeping through fences as 
he travelled up and down the earth seeking to destroy, 
Added to this, the price of a hog’s liberty was that of 
eternal vigilance on the part of the reeve, and an iron ring 
securely fastened into the gristly part of the nose of the 
hog, and both yokes and rings were provided and applied 
.by the reeye, who for his service was entitled to payment | 
by the owner of the swine. 
Thus it will readily be seen that Abraham Peirce, in his 
capacity of surveyor of highways, constable, gatherer of 
town and parish taxes, guardian of the herring brook, hog: 
reeye and tithing-man, must daily and hourly have been 
coming in contact with “all sorts of people,” for the hue 
then not only of flesh but of fish was upon him; and to the 
secular duty of mending the king’s highway on week days, 
was added the sacred trust of keeping the religious assem 
bly, both saints and sinners, awake on the Lord’s day, and 
in proper condition to be led in the ways of truth and holi- 
ness. A pleasing variety, that must haye given both activity 
and spice to his life—“ from grave to gay, from liyely to’ 
severe.” i 
His official duties required him to have to do with both 
priests and politicians, from the pharisaical to the licentious, 
from the refined to the brutal, and, though not “all things 
to all men,” he was something to each one of them—nov 
squaring and settling the salary account between priest and 
people, and now warning a vagrant to leave the town, o 
setting a malefactor in the stocks. For the ready and faith 
ful performance of such varied duties, his must have beentt 
mind that could speedily adapt itself to operate equally well 
in atitipodal positions ; and as honor and shame from no mr 
avoidable condition rise, he appears to have merited anf 
fully acquired that good name, more to be desired than gold 
or silyer, by ever acting well his part—from ringing the nose 
of predatory pigs, to tickling the nasal parts of pioll 
people. 
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From the best information that we have been enabled to 
acquire, and that doubtless quite incomplete if not other- 
wise faulty, as no record is now probably extant, 

Avranim Prmce (No. 7) and wife Asicam Prrerson 
had: 

(18) Abraham, born ; married 

(19) Joseph, born ; Married Olive 
in Duxbury, January 5, 1796. 








Damon. 
He died 








Joun Pumce (No. 8). 


Winsor’s history of Duxbury informs that John Peirce 

remained in that town till 1710, and the first entry of any 

kind made upon the town records of Pembroke is the record 

' of a vote to pay John Peirce for sweeping the meeting- 

_ house. The vote to pay for sweeping the meeting-house 
and for keeping the key was equivalent to saying that John 
Peirce was sexton to the congregational society or parish of 
_ Pembroke, which township was s@t off from Duxbury, and ) 

| incorporated as a distinct town March 41, 1711. 

| This vote leads also the conclusion that John Peirce’s 
place of residence was adjacent to the meeting-house in 
Pembroke, and near the centre of that then newtown. John } 

Peirce and Susannah Newland were married at Bridgewater, 

: Mass., Jan, 26, 1713, and he about that time appears to 

have removed from Pembroke and settled at Gloucester, 
Mass., in which town he, in 1735, received a grant of land 
at a locality called Squam. 
Doubtless John Peirce and wife Susannah had children, 
for they would haye formed a rare exception to the very 
 £enerai rule if they had not, as wives then were women, and 
80 old-fashioned as to be « help-meets ” to their husbands, 
and affectionate mothers to their families of numerous hale 
and healthy children, as the poor, simple-hearted creatures 
had not'then been “ educated ” to’know the dignity of posi- | 
tion justly attainable by a « lady” (not woman, as we haye 
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none now but Irish-yomen and washer-women), who feels — 
an irrepressible call to 


*« Neglect her stockings to preserve the State.’? 


Prating fools and crowing hens have probably ever exist- 
ed, but the trio of things supremely ridiculous was incom- 
plete and must have remained so but for the addition of that 
unmitigated folly and unparalleled moral abortion, a preach- 
ing woman. We are aware that this is a bid for a copious 
shower of “crocodile tears” by our great moral reformers, 
and that our gross ignorance to their cultivated minds forms 
our only excuse. But “ where ignorance is bliss, tis folly to 
he wise.” So said a great poet; and if ignorance was the 
panacea that caused health and wealth to surround so many 
families, and happiness with contentment to smile over so 
many New England firesides, where these blessmgs are now 
entire strangers, we think to that poetic sentiment a vast 
mujority of the people will respond, Amen. 
Of the posterity of Jolih Peirce (No. 8) and wife Susan- 
nah Newland, if indeed they were blessed with any, we have 
been unable to find any trace. 


















Samurnt Perce (No. 9). 


Hon. John J. Babson, in his excellent history of Cape 
Ann, says, “The year 1713 deserves notice in our annals 
for the first mention of Samuel Peirce, the Gloucester amces- 
tor of a family, which, for its wealth and influence, oceupied 
a commanding position in town for more than half a cen 
tury.” “Samuel Peirce came from Duxbury.” “His grand: 
father Abraham was in Plymouth as early as 1623.” “ His 
father, also named Abraham, was born in Plymouth in 1638, 
and died in Duxbury in 1718.” Samuel Peirce carried ot 
the business of ship-building at Gloucester. He was twit 
married. First, Jan. 18, 1703, to Mary, a daughter of Joha 
Saunders, one of the selectmen of Cape Porpoise, Maint 
Married, second, in 1728, Abigail Pool. 
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Samurt Pemcr (No. 9) and wife Mary Saunpers had: 

(20) David, born at Gloucester, Mass., October 5, 
1713; married, January 20, 1736, Susannah Stevens. He 
died in 1759, 

(21) Jonathan, born at Gloucester, April 24, 1719. 

(22) Joseph, born Aug. 14, 1725. 


Hannan Perrce (No. 10). 


Hannah Peirce, daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 2) and 
wife Hannah Glass, was born in Duxbury, April, 1706, and 
married Joseph Newell, of Bridgewater, in 1732, and she 
died in or before 1734. 

Josep Newent and wife Hannan Perece had: 

(23) Jonas, born in 1733. 


Isaac Prmcr (No. 11). 


Isaac Peirce, Jr., for his first wife married Judith, the 
youngest daughter of John Booth, of Scituate, Mass., and 
there are evidences that the husband (at least for a short 
time) took up his residence in that town. J udith, the wife, 

was born (so saith the Scituate records) March 13, 1680, 
- and must have been married in or before 1705, for that year 
she and her husband, charged with fornication before mar- 
mage, were arraigned before the county court at Plymouth, 
Pleaded guilty and were amerced in a fine, which being 
promptly paid, they were discharged. 

As it was no puff that we proposed to write in this de- 
tailed account of our ancestors, nor ‘‘ seek to extenuate or set 
down aught in malice,” but give a plain exposition of facts, 
clothed in the unpretending language of unvarnished truth, 
We shall seek to frame no excuse for thus noticing and 
tecalling to mind this mortifymg fact, but congratulate 
their numerous kindred according to the flesh, in the cireum- 
Stace that this stands alone, the first and last, the one soli- 
tary instance of the kind in the history of the Peirce fami- 
ly, numerous as they were, and covering a period of at least 

4 
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one hundred consecutive years 5 and that, too, when even in 


the best of families this offence was so constantly occurring 
that if one were to judge from the court records, he would 
be forced to believe that this kind of fastness was the rule 
rather than the exception. These were the days whew, 
though other religions than the Puritan were not tolerated, 
that abominable custom called “ bundling,” was. This “* bun- 
dling,” as they called it, was nothing more nor less than a 


custom go universal as to become stronger than law; that of 


permitting yonng persons of the opposite sexes, who had 
“engaged” to be married, fo go to bed together, and, as 
might be expected, soon came to be practised by those who 
were not yet engaged, and proved, as such a custom ever must, 
a fruitful source of iniquity. That such a state of affairs 
ever existed in pious New England, in enlightened Massa 
chusetts, and above all in Puritan Plymouth, where a mam 
might not chew tobacco, cut his finger-nails or kiss his wile 
on Sundays; where, after the birth of an infant, they hard- 
ly waited to dress before baptizing it; whose “ new-bort 
babes desire the sincere milk of the Word, that they may 
grow thereby,” even in advance of that which flowed from the 
breasts of the natural mother ; whose parents made haste to 
take the solemn vow to train their offspring in truth and 
righteousness, and bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord: that these same parents should have 
led their children into the temptations of the dirty and las 
civious custom of bundling, and thus deliver them over ta 
unmitigated evil, was as incomprehensible as that in the 
same region, now, the most revolting crimes against decenty 
and against nature should be committed by an ordained 
minister of the so-called church of Christ, and that the crime 
of cold-blooded murder should be committed by one of i 
deacons, and both minister and deacon in full fellowship wil 
the church when the deeds were done! 

John Booth (the father of Judith, the wife of Isaac Peirce, 
Jr.) was at Scituate, Mass., as early as 1656, where he pub 


Re RA YS ee ee age hl tet 





| Cadi ery Aaddeea pT ay 
a WS"b diva Boast mdb” OF 


adit 6 Uw br a gga: 
Sim nee Noe Sena Meallins 7 : 
5 


(oe : Chae u 












































: pa A, Nar , Mag (4117 8] 
| mat «4 Supl- 20 1 1754 Harnalb, aa 











THE PEIRGE FAMILY) 43 


chased lands and settled near a hill still bearing his name. 
The names of his children, together with the dates of their 
"births, were as follows :—HElizabeth, b. Oct. 5, 1657. J oseph, 
b. March 27, 1659. John, b. Jan. 1, 1661 ; m. Mary 
Dodson, of Scituate, Dec. 12, 1687. Benjamin, b. July 4, 
1667; was a partner with Isaac Peirce, Jy., in the purchase 
of a tract of land lying in Middleborough and Taunton, 
which they purchased in 1709. Mary, b. June 6, 1669; m. 
Abraham Barden, of Scituate, Oct. 20,1697. Abraham, b. 
Feb. 7, 1678. Grace, b. July 4, 1677; m. Ephraim Pray, 
Judith, b. March 13, 1680; m. Isaae Peirce, Jr., of Dux- 
tury. She died in Middleborough, Mass., May 4, 1738. 
He died Jan. 17, 1757. After the death of Judith, Isaac 
Peirce, Jy. m. Abigail , Who probably survived him. 

The will of Isaac Peirce, Jy., bore date of 1756, about 
six months before his death, and provided for the emancipa- 
tion of his negro slaye “ Jack.” To wife Abigail one third 
of homestead farm, one third of household goods, one riding 
horse, one side-saddle, two good cows, six silyer spoons and 
fifteen dollars in money; The remainder to be divided be- 
teen his four sons and two daughters. He was a very un- 
compromising man, and suffered great disquietude because 
his children, with the exception of one son, abandoned 
the Quaker faith of their parents and allied themselves 
with the Calvinist Baptists. He therefore, before making 
“# will, took the precaution to convey by deed the “ lion's 
share ” of his property to this the youngest son, who had been 
“willing and obedient” even in matters of religious faith 
‘and practice, and was, as the father thought, entitled to “ eat 
‘the good of the land.” 

Tsaac Peron, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Juprpu Boorn had : 

(24) Ebenezor, b. in 1704; m. Dec. 13, 1728, Mary Hos- 
kins, of Taunton, a daughter of Henry and granddaughter 
of William Hoskins, of that town. Hbenezer died Sunday, 
Aug. 14,1796. His funeral was under the shade of some 
‘Stand old trees that stood near his former residence, and the 
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sermon was preached by Rev. Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, 
from the words, “ Set thy house in order, for thou shalt die.” 
His remains were interred in the ancient cemetery on the 
border of Assawomset pond, in Lakeville, where a decent 
slate-stone marks his grave, and bears a proper inscription, 
together with this stanza : 
s: Though the great God who reigna on high 

Has doomed the race of man to die, 

Yet Saints thereby are claimed from sin, 

‘And shall in glory rise again.” 

Mary the wife died Oct. 5, 1768, and her remains rest 
beside the dust of her husband, the grave being marked by 
a decent slate-stone bearing a legible inscription. 

(25) Isaac, b. in 1705; m. May 5, 1735, Deliverance 
Holloway, of Middleborough. He was commissioned, 1m 
1762, Ensign of the 4th company of local militia in Middle-— 
borough,* He died Sept. 18, 1782, She died Oct. 11, 1801, | 
aged 87. Both have suitable grave-stones in Lakeville. 

(26) Elisha, m. Nov. 10, 1738, Margaret Pain, of Free- 
town, a daughter of J ohn Pain of thattown, and wife Rebec- 
ca Davis, and granddaughter of Ralph and Dorothy Pain, 
Elisha died in or about 1779. ‘Margaret died at date un 


known. No graye-stones. 
(27) Abigail, m, Oct. 28, 1736, John Howland, of Mid 


















= A return made Feb. 15, 1759, of those members of the founth company of the 
local tnilitia in Middiehorough, that had just been provided with bayonets and bay- 
onet-scabhards, probably embodies nearly if not quite all the non-commissioned 
officers and privates of that organization. 

& Sorpeant Henry Strobridg, Sexgeant Willian horskins, Corporal John Smith 
Corporal Williaw Strobridg Jr. Priyates—Jedidiah Beals, Hlisha peirce, Joli 
purris, Isaac howland Jon., Paul Dillingham, Jonathan Caswell, Zebodee Booth, 
Richard Peirce, Job howland, Elisha mayo, James Pickens, John Pickens, Joh; 
Blye, Jobu fry, George peirce, Abial Peirce, Jacob Tilson, Jacob Allen, John Nel: 
son, Josiah Smith Jr., Samuel hayfords, Joseph Leonard 3d, Joseph Wescoat, Jaca 
Booth, William Muefall, Lemuel mayo, John Booth, Robert. montgomery, Bilis 
Booth (son of Isaiah Booths), Levi peiree (son of Shadrach), William Nelson Jr. (200 
of William) and Samuel Holloway Jr. (son of Samuel).” ‘a 

Phe four Inst named were minors, and hence the names of their fathers were als) 
given; and the report further anys tat some delay bud been experienced in gotting 
the bayonets, as the family that made them had been sulfering from the smali-pox: 
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dleborough. She died in 1786, and he died in 1790, aged 
80, They had no graye-stones, 

(28) Judith, b. July 4, 1709; m. Dee. 24, 1736, Lieut. 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., of Middleborough. He was for twelve 
years chosen a selectman of Middleborough, and as long a time 
elected moderator of the annual town meeting, and repre- 
sented that town fourteen years in the General Court. He 
was commissioned under King George IT. a Lieut. of the 4th 
company of the local militia in Middleborough, and had that 
commission renewed under King George Ill. He died 
March 7, 1768. Judith died Jan. 22, 1792. Both have 
suitable grave-stones in the ancient cemetery, formerly called 
the Nelson burial-ground, in Lakeville. 

(29) Elkanah, m. March 2, 1742, Hannah Eddy. They 
were Quakers and have no graye-stones, as it is but a short 
fime since people of that faith and practice were permitted by 
the rules of their meeting to erect funeral monuments. His 
house, a large two-story building, is still standing, and must 
have been an imposing edifice for the time at which it was 
built. Doubtless he was the wealthy man of his section in 
the time in which he lived. 


THomas Petree (No. 12), 


Son of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6), from circumstances, 
the evidence of which is still extant in old records, we are 
led to believe was quite superior to his brother Isaac, Jr. in 
the qualities that constitute true manliness. Indeed Isaac 
Peirce, Jv, (No. 11), was apparently much the slimmest link 
mi the genealogical chain from Isaac, Sen. through the old- 
est. sons down to the present time. Both Thorids and his 
brother Isaac married into the Bodth family, but scarcely if 
ever were two women more dissimilar, Isaac marrying a 
woman decidedly his superior, and Thomas one as much below 
his station, Judith Booth, the wife of Isaac Peirce, Jr., still 
lives in tradition as a most industrious, enterprising, neat 
nd tidy person, a careful and calculating house-keeper, not 


ST 
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stingy or mean but economical, and as a result adding thriff 
to the affairs of her family—in a word, what a wife should 
be, “an help-meet”; while the name of Naomi, the wife of 
Thomas Peirce, became the synonym of laxness, laziness and 
utter worthlessness. 
Like the creaking wheel of the fable, Naomi was always 
complaining ; sick, sick, always sick, too feeble to attend to 
a house-keeper’s legitimate cares, too feeble to cook a meal, 
and indeed too feeble to get out of bed till it was cooked and 
fully prepared for eating. But though destitute of a proper 
sense of shame, she lacked nothing in that of smell. And 
as the sayory odor of tempting viands reached her olfacto- 
ries, a surprising change quickly came over the spirit of her 
sluggish dreams, when, crawling from her bed, she came to 
the table to astonish all beholders with her surfeit and glut 
tony. ‘The mulish Isaac Peirce, Jx. was probably as inno- 
cent of instituting the means which conspired, by and through 
the assistance of his model wife, to make his a life of success, 
ag was his more intelligent brother Thomas incapable of 
resisting the downward and destructive tendency in his, el 
cumberted and ever discouraged as he was by this burden 
like a mill-stone about his neck. The name of Thomas 
Peirce, Sen., appears among those entered on the records 
of Middleborongh in 1737, claiming the privileges then ex 
tended by law to Anabaptists. 

THomas Pumcr (No. 12) and wife Naom Boor had: 

(30) ‘Thomas, who married Rebecca Jones, of Yarmouth, 
Mass., in or near 1744. He appears to haye. been an active 
and leading member of the Calvinist Baptist Church in Swan 
sey, Mass., though residing in Middleborough. 

(31) Shadrach, b. July 8, 1717; m. Aug. 16, 1737, 
Abigail Hoskins, of Taunton, daughter of Henry, and grant: 
daughter of William Hoskins, of that town. Shadrach 1 
moved to Spencer, Mass. His posterity are in Berkshi 


county. 
(32) Naomi, b. Oct. 1, 1719; m. April 22, 1747, Tosial 


















































THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 47 


Jones (town records of Middleborough). Josiah Jones was a 
colonial soldier, and perished in the military service of his 
country some time in November, 1762. (Records of General 
Court at Boston.) 

(38) Jonathan, b, March 23, 1723. ' 

(84) Richard, b. April 15, 1725; m. Dec. 12, 1745, 
Mary Simmons, of Freetown. She wasa daughter of Abra- 
ham Simmons and wife Ann Lee, and born Oct, 9, 1923, 
granddaughter of John Simmons, of Freetown, great-grand- 
daughter of Moses Simmons, Jr., and great-sreat-grand- 
daughter of Moses Simmons the emigrant, who came to 
America in 1621. Richard Peirce was elected one of the 
deer wards at Freetown in 1752. 

(35) Hilkiah, b. Oct. 19, 1727: m. April 28, 1748, 
Hannah, a daughter of Timothy Briggs, who resided in an 
obscure locality in Taunton, called “new state.” Hilkiah 
served as a Sergeant in the French and Indian war, as 
a Corporal in Capt. Leyi Rounseyill’s company in the 9th 
tegiment,of the Continental army, and as a private in the 
company of Capt. Job Peirce, of Middleborough, at Rhode 
Island, in the war of the Revolution. (See rolls at the State 
House, Boston.) In civil life Hilkiah’s occupation was that 
‘of a cobbler. He lived in a house that stood nearly op- 
posite that now owned by Seekel the carpenter, and 
near McPhail Hill, so called, in Lakeville, on road leading 
fo Myrickville. Hilkiah was not “greater than he that 
taketh a city,” for it was notorious that he most signally failed 
to rule his passionate spirit or govern his-fretful temper. 

For a knowledge of his occupation, place of , residence 
find disposition’ I am indebted to his grand-son, Henry 
Thresher, of Freetown. 





Mary Prrrce (No. 13), 
Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. —— Saun- 
ers, and further we haye failed to learn. 
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Lypta Psmce (No. 14), 


Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. at Bridge 
water, July 3, 1706, John Heyford, and they probably resid- 
ed in that part of Middleborough now Lakeville, Mass. 

Joun Hryrorp and wife Lypra Perce (No. 14), had; 

(86) Jacob, b. Oct. 24, 1715; m. Abigail Trade 
tion says that he died at Valley Forge, in the war of the 
Reyolution, and that his wife resided near Casco Bay. 

(87) Samuel, b. Sept. 17,1719; m, Hannah Reynolds, 
They were the grandparents of Reuben Haffords, Hsq., of 
Lakeville. 

After the death of John Heyford, Lydia (No. 14) was 
married, Jan. 12, 1725, to Aaron Seekell. A piece of land 
near the residence of Jirah Winslow, Esq., in Lakeyille, is 
still known as the ** Aaron Lot,” from the circumstance that 
it was once owned by this Aaron Seekell. 






































' Mercy Perrrce (No. 15), 


Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. May 16, 
1707, Joseph Trouant, perhaps of Bridgewater. 
JosrrH Trovant and wife Mercy Perron (No. 15) had: — 
(38) Thomas, b. 1710; d, at Middleborough, Aug., 1744. 
The records of the town of Middleborough inform us that 
he was a single man at the date of his death, and we have 
no evidence that he was ever married. 
The name of Trouant, or Treuant, as sometimes spelled, 
has long since become extinct in the town of Middleborough; 
and the following copy of an entry made on page 31 of the 
first book of Middleborough town records is given to cilé 
(those curious to know) where they formerly dwelt. 


« Middleborough, June: 6; 1728. 

* We the fubferibers being three of the Selectmen of the Town ™ 
Middleborough Have laid out a way for Jofeph Treuant to come from 
his houfe and land where he now Lives into the beaten Road or wif 
between where John Hayford lately Dwelt and where aac Peirce: 
Junt now Dwells: Viz. we began to lay out faid way at a ftake anl 
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fiones which we fet in the rang- between the land of faid Jofeph 
Treuant and the land of Nath} Holloway late Deceafed about a Rod 
to the north or north east of a Red oak: The breadth of faid Way to 
be Twenty foot north Eafterly from faid ftake and ftones; and to Run 
from faid {take and {tones the fame breadth on a direct line acrofs a 
corner of faid Holloways land and the land belonging to the heirs of 
Hayford untill it comes into the aforefaid Beaten Road or Way on the 
welterly side of a white oak marked ftanding in faid beaten Way: and 
that faid Treuant ought to allow for the faid Way comeing acroft faid 
Holloways land Ten Shillings. And that he allow fifteen shillings 
for the faid way coming acroft faid Hayfords land. 
‘SAMUEL Barrows 
IcHasopv SournwortHn 
Erxanan Lronarp.” 


Saran Perrce (No. 16), 


Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m.—— Ma- 
comber, and I haye been able to learn no more, 


Resecca Puce (No. 17), 


Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. Samuel 
Hoar, of Middleborough, Mass. Rebecca died J uly 12, 
1765. Samuel died Feb, 13, 1746, 

Samvzn Hoar and wife Resncca Perce (No. 17), had: 

(39) Samuel, b. Ang, 12, 1716; d. April 5, 1736. 

(40) Robert, b. May 23, 1719 ; m. three times: Ist, Sa- 
tah Willis, who died Jan. 13, 1753: m. 2d, Oct. 4, 1753, 
Judith Tinkham, who died Feb. 26, 1761; and he m. 8d, 
Noy. 26, 1761, Rachel Hoskins, The Hoar family at Pel- 
Ham are his descendants. 

(41) William, b. Dec. 30, 1721; m, Jan. 31,1745, Sa- 
Tah, a daughter of Henry Hoskins, of Taunton, and grand- 
daughter of William Hoskins of that town. William Hoar 
Was Deacon of the 2d Calvinist Baptist Church in Middle- 

gh. He died April 25, 1795. Sarah his wife died 


ov. 15,1774. His posterity are in Middleborough, Lake- 
Vile and Freetown, 
5 
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(42) Jacob, b. July 7, 1724; died March 24, 1786. 

"The Hoar family were buried in the Caswell burial-ground 
in East Taunton, and from the dates on their totab-stones | 
learn they died as above stated. The dates of thdix births 
and marriages were copied from the town records of Middle. 
borough. Major Peter Hoar, an officer of the Patriot 
army in the American Revolution, was a son of Robert Hoar | 
(No. 40) and 9a wife Judith Tinkham. Maj. Peter Hoar 
died March 12, 1815, aged 60 years, and was buried in the’ 
cemetery of the Peirce family in Middleborough, now Lake- 
ville. A more extended notice of Maj. Hoar will be given 
hereafter. He left no children. Was one of the most ex 


cellent of the earth. 














Apranamw Percn (No. 18) and wife had: | 

(43) Abraham, b. ; m. Rebecca Newell. He a 
and died in Pembroke. 

(44) Christopher, b. ——; m. Lydia Magoun, of —= 
Tradition says he was a soldier in the war of the Americal 
Revolution, and also that he lived to the advanced age ily 
ninety years. 4 

(45) Daniel, b. in 1768 ; m. Elizabeth Peterson. He wig? 
master of a vessel in the merchant service, and died at Richy 
mond, Va., May 15, 1799. She died Feb. 19, 1864, agell 
94 years. 





Josrrn Prrece (No. 19) 
Resided both at Pembroke and Duxbury, a part of li 
children’s births being registered at Pembroke and a partil 
Duxbury, and that of son Joseph at both places. 
Joseru Prrce (No. 19) and wife Oxtve had: 
(46) Jacob, b. Oct. 6, 1769. (Pembroke town recorlilly 
(47) Hannah, b, June 6, ih. « = «Se 
(48) Abigail Peterson, b. March 17, 1773. (Pembroli 
_ town records.) pe 
(49) Joseph, b. July 25, 1774. (Duxbury and Peli 
broke records.) | 
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(00) Luther, b. May 9, 1776. (Duxbury records.) 
(51) Calvin, b. July 26,1778, « ene 
(92) Seth, b, March 7, 1786. “ te 


Day Peirce (No. 20) and wife Susanna Stevens had: 
(58) David, b. Oct. 26, 1736, m. three times i—first, 
March 15, 1759, Bethiah Ingersoll, who died of a cancer 
in 1792, aged 52; second, Mary Ingersoll, her sister ; and. 
third, Mrs. Elizabeth Gilbert, of Brookfield. He died in 
March, 1818. In his boyhood, David Peirce embarked upon 
ithe sea, well furnished by nature with the qualities that 
asually command success, He was enterprising, industrious, 
temperate and frugal, and consequently in early manhood 
Accumulated sufficient means to become the owner of two 
engaged in the Labrador fishing, of one of which 
he himself was master. Continued success soon enabled 
im to increase this and engage in other branches of busi- 
hess, and to attain, finally, for wealth and extent of trade, 
the first rank among the merchants of the town of Glouces- 
et, He shared with others in the losses which resulted to 
Me colonial fishery and commerce from the disputes with 
the mother country, and hence the commencement of open 
ubstilities in the war of the American Revolution found him 
Ousiderably reduced in property. But he had still sufficient 
heins lett, that with the help of partners enabled him to 
build and fit out a large ship for privateering, which business 
Ie followed to the close of that sanguinary struggle, losing 
Hivily at times, but was ultimately so greatly enriched by 
H a8 to reengage very extensively in his ‘old maritime 
itventures, 
Upon the return of peace he entered upon a career of 
peat Commercial prosperity, aud during a period of twenty 
8 his enterprise was crowned with such eminent success 
Bto place him among the most wealthy merchants of his 
me. Mr. Peirce’ property was once estimated by himself 
I three hundred thousand dollars. He owned several ships, 


- 
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some of which were built expressly for his use, and one of 
these, of a burthen then unusual, was engaged in the whale 
fishery, while the rest were employed in the European and 
India trade. With a class of smaller vessels he carned on 
the West India trade and the fisheries. 

* Mr. Peirce was the principal owner of the brig Growens. 
TER, fitted out as a privateer in 1777.” ‘ The Gloucester 
mounted 18 carriage guns, and had a crew of one hundred 
and thirty men, including officers.” ‘“ Confident expecta 
tions were entertained of a successful cruise ; but it was the 
unfortunate destiny of this vessel to go down at sea, with 
nearly the whole company that embarked in her.” ‘The 
Gloucester, before being lost, had been quite successful, cay- 
turing the brig “Two Friends,” a valuable prize, with a 
cargo of wine and salt. Upon the Banks of Newfoundlant 
she took a fishing brig called the “Spark,” with fish aut 
salt. ‘The loss of the Gloucester made sixty widows anion 
the wives of the town of Gloucester alone, and the calamity 
overwhelmed the town with sadness and gloom. ‘To th 
mourners, the following winter was one of unutterable gril 
which was somewhat exaggerated by the tales which supet 
stition bore to their dismal fire-sides, that the fate of thell 
husbands and friends had been indicated by signs from f 
invisible World. | 

Nothing daunted at the loss of the Gloucester, Mr. Peirtt) 
the next year (1778), went again patiently to work, and wih 
a little assistance from the people of Ipswich, fitted oubm 
new ship of 400 tons burthen, mounting 18 guns, 501 
duced in circumstances had Mr. Peirce become from lois 
sustained before the war, added to now by the loss of til 
Gloucester, that it required nearly all his remaining capilil 
to complete this new ship, which he named the “ Genetll 
Stark,” which soon captured a schooner loaded with salt, a 
a ship called the * Providence.” “* On the 5th of April, 17%) 
the Gencral Stark sailed on her third cruise, the most il 
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ship, the number of men enlisted, and the general prepara- 
tions for the cruise, which was undertaken in Gloucester 
dpring the war.” She had a crew of 135 men and boys, and 
mounted 18 puns. ‘On the 10th day out, she encountered 
a gale on the Grand Bank, during which one of the crew 
was lost.” Cruising to the eastward, she fell in with a brig 
from Limerick, loaded with beef, pork and butter. This 
yessel and cargo the Stark took and sent to Gloucester, 
Where she arrived safe and gave great joy to the people, who 
Were much in want of provisions at that time. The General 
Stark continned her ernise without seeing any of the enemy's 
vessels fill she reached the Westward Islands, where she 
made a ship and a brig to windward. The ship displayed 
in English ensign, and bore down for the General Stark, the 
irig following. The General Stark outsailing the enemy, 
took in her light sails, and as soon as the British vessely 
came within gun shot, the ship was found to be a vessel 
‘Mounting 28 euns, and the brig 14. Both vessels opened. 
fire upon the Gen. Stark, which returned it with a broadside 
at long shot. A tanning fight was kept up for some time, 
When the commander of the General Stark justly concluded 
that it would be only wasting ammunition, and uselessly ex- 
posing his men, to continue the action against such superior 
force (the enemy haying 42 guns to his 18, or more than 
double his muniber), hauled off. The brig now rounded to, 
Wrake the Gen, Stark, but her shot fell short. The ship 
threw one shot into the Stark’s mizen mast, five through the 
bout on the booms, and one into her quarter. The General 
Bark succeeded in getting away, and then cruised to the 
Cistward and made a sail which proved to be the British 
ship « Porcupine,” of 14 guns, She struck and surrendered 
fo the Gen. Stark without firmg a gum. Taking the guns 
ond light sails of the Porcupine, the commander of the Stark 
ive the captain of the Porcupine some provisions, and re- 
Stored to hit his vessel, The Gen. Stark next fell in with 
eelitglish brig from Bristol, with an assorted cargo, which 
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was captured, and afew days after took a sloop bound to 
Oporto, which she divested of sails, cables and anchors, and 
then sunk. After cruising a while off Cape Finisterre and 
down the Bay of Biscay, the Gen. Stark put into Bilboa ta 
refit. Here the ship was stripped and her armament taken 
ashore, and a sickness, brought on board from the Bristol 
brig, was by the surgeon pronounced to be the yellow fever, 
This disease spread among the crew of the Gen. Stark, 
causing the death of several, and thirty at a time were con 
fined in hospital. 
‘As soon as the Gen. Stark was ready for sea, the authori- 
ties at Bilboa offered the commander one thousand dollars 
if he would go out in the bay and take a warlike vessel sup- 
posed to be an enemy's eruiser. He accordingly sailed, and 
in a few days saw a brig and a lugger, the latter of whicli 
kept to the windward out of his way, but on speaking the 
brig he ascertained that the Iugger was a Guernsey prt 
yateer, and succeeded in decoying her to him by hoisting an 
English ensign. She immediately bore away and ran dowd 
under the lee of the Gen. Stark, and on being hailed gaye 
the name of an English ship from Whitehaven. The crew 
of the Gen. Stark were then mustered to their quarters, the 
English ensign lowered and the American flag run up, anil 
the British vessel ordered to strike ; instead of complying 
with which, the English vessel luffed, intending to cross the 
Stark’s fore foot and escape on the wind. But the Gen. 
Stark luffed at the same time, and gave the Englishman t 
broadside, upon which the latter surrendered. The prize 
was got to Bilboa, and sold for sixteen hundred dollars, 1 
which was added the stipulated sum of one thousand dollar 
for taking her. 

From Bilboa the Gen. Stark sailed for home in July, and 
when a few days out decoyed an English cutter, but W 
the lieutenant and boat's crew were on board the Gen, Stat 
her real character was discovered and the cutter escapel 
Ten days later, after a severe chase she came up with 
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- entter, and the latter hauled up and prepared for action, and 
after a brave resistance of two hours, surrendered, haying 
first sunk the mail she was carrying from Jamaica to Eng- 
land. Her topmasts were all shot away by the Stark, six 
men killed and nine wounded. The Gen. Stark had one boy 
killed and five men wounded. The next prize taken was a 
brig loaded with fish, and bound from Newfoundland to Lis- 
bon. Of 14 guns the brig showed, 10 were found to’ be 
quakers, or wooden guns. Soon after the Stark took two 
brigs loaded with fish, and was prevented from making more 
prizes as she had twenty of her crew on the sick list, and 
was encumbered with eighty-four prisoners on board. 

The two next cruises of the Gen. Stark were not sticcess- 
ful, and on the last she encountered a severe gale and yas 
compelled to throw overboard all her guns save five, with 
Wich she encountered an English ship of superior force, 
and was obliged to haul off and escaped. Her next cruise 
tothe mouth of the St. Lawrence was successful, for she’ 
captured three English ships, the ‘ Detroit,” ** Polly,” and 
the **Beayer.” On her next cruise, when ont only one week, 
she was captured by the Chatham and carried to Halifax, 
and conyerted into an English Packet called the “ Antelope.” 
She was wrecked at the Pelew Islands. 

The other privateers owned by Mr. David Peirce were the 
“Wilkes,” which was captured and carried to Newfoundland, 
tetaken and brought back, and when near the W. India 
Islands captured the second time. The brig “ Success,” like 
the Wilkes, was built by Mr. Peirce, and he sent her to the 
W. Indies as a letter of marque. She was captured on her 
way home, and carried to Halifax. Ship “« Gloucester Pack- 
et,” taken by the Gen. Stark, went to Cadiz as a letter of 
Marque, capturing a brig called the ‘* Mary,” with a cargo 
of flour. 

On the night of the 31st of March, 1782, the ship * Har- 
tiet,” owned by Mr. David Peirce, and lying in. the harbor of 
Gloucester, loaded for Curacoa, but haying only two men on 
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, board, was cut out by some men sent in from an English 14 
gun brig. Mz. Peiree, on rising from his bed on the morn- 
ing of April Ist, missed his ship, and discovered her out 
side the harbor running off in an easterly direction, with a 
strong fair wind. No time was to be lost, and Mr. Peirce 
proceeded immediately to the meeting-house and rang the 
bell. His ship “ Betsey” was then lying across the dock: at 
the head of hiv wharf, having no goods or ballast on board, — 
entirely dismantled, haying her topmasts and rigging ail 
down, leaving only her lower masts standing, and the tide 
was now at the lowest ebb. He determined to put this yes: 
sel in order and start in pursuit of the captured ship as soon 
as the fide would serve. Volunteers in great numbers at- 
tended to the necessary preparations, and a crew of about 
one hundred were quickly enlisted for the enterprise, and as 
soon as there was sufficient water the ship moved from. the 
dock, the men at work all the while on the rigging and 
bending sails. The wind being light, she was assisted by 
tow boats in getting out of the harbor, Mr. Peirce being on 
board. Great was the joy of those on board, when at day- 
light the next morning they discovered the Harriet in charge 
of the English brig, and a black looking boat, apparently a 
fishing vessel. The Betsey had been pierced for 20 guns, 
and her armament was complete, and as soon as the Harriet 
was overtaken she was given up with no effort on the part 
of the enemy to retain her. ‘The Harriet was put under” 
the charge of Mr. Peirce’s brother (Col. William Peirce), 
and both vessels arrived in Gloucester harbor the next after 
noon, to the great joy of the inhabitants. 

The Gloucester Artillery Company, organized soon after 
the close of fhe Revolutionary war, received from Mr. David 
Peirce the present of a very elegant stand of colors. ‘The 
flag was presented at Mr. Peirce’s house, where the com 
pany at his invitation partook of an ample and generous 
yefreshment. 

When at the age of three score and ten, as if to mark the 
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instability of all worldly success, a series of misfortunes re- 
duced Mr. Peirce at once from affluence to bankruptcy. His 
most serious losses resulted from disasters to his ships, one 
of which, his last and best, with a valuable freight, was lost 
on the passage home from India, and the loss of the in- 
surance on this ship was to him so rninous as to close his 
commercial career. The great and sudden change in his 
circumstances might therefore be expected, considering the 
usual weakness of age, to cast a shadow over his future 
peace and happiness ; but itis said that he bore his trial 
with resignation, and did not allow the loss of property to 
tinge the evening of his life with the hues of sadness and 
discontent. ‘Those who remember him in the days of his 
prosperity, speak of him as a man honest in all his dealings. 
The venerable merchant passed from his wealthy position to 
astate of dependence, in which he lived about ten years, 
and died March —, 1818, aged 81 years and four months. 

(54) Joseph Peirce, b. at Gloucester, Mass,, in 1747, and 
died at New Gloucester, Me., in 1837, aged about 90 years. 
To the history of Cape Ann, by Hon. John J. Babson, I am 
mainly indebted for what herein appears concerning the Glou- 
cester branch of the Peirce family, who have most generally 
spelled their name Prarcr. 

(55) William Peirce, b. Dec. 2, 1751. He was twice 
martied. He died Feb. 3, 1845. Left an orphan at an early 
age, he was proyided for in the family of a maternal uncle, 
receiving only such advantages of education as were com- 
mon at that time. 

Here he remained until old enough to commence a seafaring 
life. Good traits of character were early discoverable in 
him, and such were his habits of enterprise, such his saga- 
city and prudence, that even before reaching his majority he 
was employed by David his brother to assist in the manage- 
ment of the extensive business operations of the latter. 

At the age of twenty-one he attained to the command of 
a vessel engaged in the West, India trade, which he pursued 
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with such success that in a few years he was enabled to estab- 

lish himself as a merchant. During the war of the Ameri- 

ean Reyolution he participated in the losses and profits of 

privateering, being both builder and owner of the brig 
Friendship, which as a privateer captured, near the West 

Indies, a yessel of one hundred and thirty tons burthen, and 

containing a cargo of rum. He also owned the schooner 

Speedwell, a privateer that captured nothing. 

‘© When peace took place, he engaged in extensive com- 
mercial pursuits, which largely increased his property and 
eleyated him, in the principal business marts of the world, 
to rank with the most eminent merchants of New England, 

* His generosity was proverbial, and, as one of his many 
liberal acts, may be cited the gift of fifteen hundred dollars 
towards the erection of a mecting-house in Gloucester m 
1805. At the reorganization of the militia of the State, soon 
after the close of the war of the Revolution, he was honot- 
ed with the commission of Colonel of the 3d Essex Regiment, 
and on the 8d of November, 1788, brought out his com- 
mand for exercise and review, no muster of that regiment hay- 
ing taken place till then for more than twenty years. The 
regiment went through with their exercises to general satis- 
faction, and the evening was closed with convivial cheer, 
good fellowship, and a seasonable return home, after drink- 
ing several patriotic sentiments, with a discharge of a field- 
piece by the Gloucester Artillery to each toast.” 

A prominent and distinguishing trait of character in the 

Peirce family is casually exposed to yiew by Mr. Babson, m 
his description of the tumultuous proceedings occasioned by 
the violent party spirit that prevailed in the county after the 
embargo of President Jefferson in 1806. At a town meet- 
ing in Gloucester, the two political parties struggled for the 
mastery through the day, and amid darkness until half past 
ten at night, and the floor of the church wherein the meet- 
ing was held he describes as presenting a scene of wild con- 
fusion and discord worthy of Pandemonium itself. The lead-_ 
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ers of each party entertained their friends with unbounded 
hospitality, and each had its own place of refreshment for 
general resort. But he adds, “ The Democrats not unreason- 
ably empected success, as they had the influence of the Pearce 
family.” 

Young ducks do not take to water more naturally than 
the Peirce family throughout the country to democratic prin- 
ciples. Indomitable perseverance is also a trait that marks 
their character in every department of life, and has gener- 
ally crowned their efforts with ultimate success, though attain- 
ed after repeated and sometimes very mortifying failure. 

William was commissioned Captain of a company of the 
local militia in Gloucester, June 1, 1788, and promoted to 
Colonel soon after. Colonel William Peirce was a mem- 
ber of the constitutional convention that commenced its 
session in Boston, Wednesday, Noy. 15, 1820. 


JonaTHAaN Perrce (No. 21) 
_ Was born at Gloucester April 24, 1719, and further we 
 haye been unable to learn concerning him. 


Josrra Price (No. 22). 
Born (probably at Gloucester) Aug. 14, 1725. 


Joyas Newett (No. 23), 

Born (probably at Bridgewater), in 1733, and his mother, 
Hannah Peirce (No. 10), wife of Joseph Newell, died soon 
atter, Joseph the father married again in 1734, the 2d wife 
being Rachel Sylvester, and they had a child born in 1736, 

tamed Jane Newell. 


Esunrzer Perce (No. 24), 

_ Oldest son, and probably the first born child of Isaac 
Peirce, Jr. (No, 11) and wife Judith Booth, was born in ot 
about 1704. Whether in Duxbury (now Pembroke), or in 
the adjoining town of Scituate, Mass., his eyes first saw the 
light, it is now impossible to determine with an exact cer- 





——— <= 
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The home of his father’s family was then (as had been for 
nearly seventy years that of his ancestors) in Duxbury, 
Mass., but Judith his mother originated in Scituate, where her 
father, one of the substantial landholders of the colony, then 
resided. There are circumstances that lead to- the belief 
that Isaac, who imitating his illustrious namesake from the 
plains of Mamre declined to take a wife from the daugh- 
ters of those among whom he dwelt, did, like Jacob, take 
up his residence with the bride’s father. But whether in 
his family father Abraham the puritan, in imitation of Abra- 
ham the patriarch, delegated the business of match-making 
to the eldest servant, we are wholly unadyised, although from 
the blind zeal that governed many of the acts and gave a 
tone to the conduct of Isaac Peirce, Jr. in subsequent life, 
we are led to think that even such a precaution could not 
be characterized as “ love's labor lost.” 

Tt is not improbable that from his marriage in or neat 
1102, to the purchase of lands in Taunton and Middleborough 
with Benjamin Booth, his wife's prother (Jan. 23, 1709). 
Isaac Peirce, Jv. resided (at least part of the time) at Sci 
tuate, and that there the son Ebenezer was born. Ebenezet 
was some six years of age at the date of his father’s removal 
to Middleborough (now Lakeville), and one circumstance of 
that journey ever remained fresh in his memory. It was 
the stopping to rest and feed the team and eat dinner alt 
brook that crossed the path near the foot of a steep hill 
That hill is the Thompson Hill, so called, in Lakeville, aut 

cooling draughts from the clear waters of that babbling 
brook have not yet ceased to afford refreshment and comfort 
to tired beasts or weary travellers. So noted, in fact, bal 
this spot become as a resting and feeding place, that lant 
titles of that section described premises as bemg neat 
«¢ Baiting Brook.” . 

Fnevezen Perce (No. 24) and wife Mary Hostixs had: 

(56) John, b. in 1781; m. three times. First, July Uh 
1'155, to Sarah, eldest daughter of Capt. John Rounsevill, 
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Fast Freetown, Bristol county, Mass., granddaughter of 
Philip Rounsevill the emigrant, and great-granddanghter of 
Wiliam Rounsevill, of Honnetun in Devonshire county, 
England, Sarah died Oct. 25, 1774, and was buried in West 
Middleborough, now Lakeville, Plymouth county, Mass,, 
Where a decent slate-stone bearing an inscription marks hey 
graye. Married, 2d, Aug. 31, 1775, Lucy Ashley, of Mid- 
dleborough. She died at Shutesbury, Franklin county, Mass., 
Aug. 8, 1799, was buried in the cemetery near that village, 
and has a suitable graye-stone, Married, 3d, Elizabeth Reed, 
of Middleborough. He died at Shutesbury, Jan. 9, 1823, 
aged 91 years 10 months and 2 days, and tradition says 
that he and his last wife were buried there; but nei- 
ther have gtave-stones, nor have his lineal descendants 
Sheceeded in pointing out to me with certa 


inty his graye. 
e performed some service as a private soldier in the French 
and Indian war, and in Capt, Amos Washburn’s company in 
‘the Reyolution, Was collector of taxes in Middleborough. 
(57) Abial, b. Sept, 10, 1733; m. twice. First, in 1758, 
0 Hannah, daughter of William Canedy, Ksq., of Middlebo- 
Tough, and Sranddaughter of Alexander Canedy, a Scotch 
Emigrant. THannah died June 10, 1783, aged 46 years, and 
Was buried in South Middleborough. Has a good erave- 
Stono, Married, 2d, Dec. ,30, 1783, Mrs. Theodora, the 
midow of Lieut, J. osiih Robinson, of Raynham, and daugh- 
Mt of Maj. Richard Godfrey, of Taunton. She was a sistey of 
Mint colebrated physician “old Dr. Godfrey,” and aunt to one 
OF sciurcely less note, viz., Doet. Jones Godfrey, of Taunton, 
ess: Abial wag a private soldier under Gen, John Wins- 
yy, in the expedition to Acadia for the remoyal of the neu- 
Mil Trench, Sept., 1755 ; and war between England and 
See being declared June 9, 1756, Abial again enlisted 
ato the. provincial army July 15, 1756, in the company of 
wat, Samuel N. Nelson. Was made Corporal in 1759, and 
5 uussioned a, Lieutenant May 4, 1759, and promoted to 
ei in 1760. He was also captaim of one of the three 
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of ‘minute men,”* at Middleborough, that. so 


companies 
country on the 


promptly responded to the first call of our 
ever memorable 19th of April, 1775, and soon after raised 
and commanded a company in the Continental army im rege 
ment of Col. Nicholas Dike.f Capt. Abial was a tax cok} 
lector in Middleborough. Tie died Dec. 26, 1811, and was 
buried in South Middleborough, near the famous muster 
field called “ Muxum Ground.” His grandson Nathaniel 
S. Peirce is taking measures to erect a suitable monument 


over the grave. 
(58) Judith, b. Feb. 24, 1736; m. her first cousin, Lieut, | 


Melatiah Hathaway, Jr., of Dartmouth, Mass. She died | 
Noy. 6, 1824, aged 88 years 7 months and 13 days. He died 
Jan. 8, 1808. He derived his title from having held a liew 


{‘* minutemen”’ that respons 


* Copy of the Roll of Capt. Abial Peirce’s company 0 
the office of the Secrite- 


ed to the alarm, April 19, 1779, and record thereof made 1 


ry of State, Boston : 

Abial Peirce, Captain; Jose h Macomber, Ist Lieut. ; Benjamin Darling at) 

Lieut. ; Josiah Smith, Richard paivoe, Flias Miller, Jv., and Job Macomber, + 
pants; Bachellor Bennett, Jedediah Lyon, Samuel Bddy, and John Bl 

Caleh Simmons, Drunimer ; Nathaniel Poster, Fifer. 

Privates—Joh Peirce, Samuel Hoar, Dayid Thomas 2d, Michael Mosher, Sis 
Pratt, Jacob Hayford, Job. Wont, Henry Bishop, Consider Howlnnd, Noalt Oath; 
Cornelius Haskins, John Rogers, Lebbeus Simmone, Valeb Waod, John Boot 
Ithamer Haskins, John Reynolds, N athaniel Macomber, Leyi Jones, Josiali S 
Jv., Malachi Howland Jy., Zachariah Paddock Jr., Rufous Howland, Silva, Parra 
John Fry Jr., Jobn Douglas Jr,, Ebenezer L. Bennett, Samuel Miller, Tsaac Si 
neidly, Daniel Reynolds, feufus Westin, Ziba Haton, [saae Miller, Nebernial Vet: 


Samuel Bennett, Joshua ‘Thomas, Calvin Johnson, Josbua Read, Cryspus suity 
Jucoraber, Richard Omey , Jerack Thou 


yy, Corporiles 















James Willis, Sylvanus Ohurehill, Samuel NV 
Ichabod Read, Samuel Ransom, Daniel Jacket, —Recapituliition : conumixsill 
officers, 3; non-commissioned, 8; musicians, 9. privates, 47- Total, 60. 


+ Roll of Captain Abial Peiree’s Company, in Cal, Nicholas Dike’s Regiraaiti= 
‘Abial Peirce of Middleborough, Captain, Jonathan Willis, Lieut. 5 Samuel Tey 
2d Lieut, ; William Basset, Dusign—all of {Se Een sue Nathan Alden 
water, Josiah Harlow Middiehorongh, Hannibal Jaminoni, Rochester, and Dae 
Buwpof Wareham, Sergeants. James Peirce, Middleborough, Jephtha Poul, Stes 
ton, James Alger, Brildgeyater, and Williara Wiltshire of Rochester, Corpo 
Samucl Allen, Dreammer ; Joseph W hitman , Pifer—both of Bridgewater. FANT 
of Abington, John Cobb, Matthew Noyes, doahua Pool and ie 
Bridwewater, Jail Bdson, Radiel Bdson, Baraillai field, Jos. Musent Stephen 
engill, J eremint Pratt, Simeon Pratt, J Packard, James Shaw Philip Way 
Abiezer W ashburn, Benj. Washburn, Isase Washburn, Ephrata Waehbumns f 
Whitman, @liver Harris, Samuel Lothrop. Amasa Packard ; of Middle tam 
Joseph Bouthe, Wm. Briant, Bhenezer Tdi James Bump, Jexae Billing: 

Tehabod Cushman, John Pry, Nathan Hoskins, Jonathan Leonard, Timothy Lee 
John Harlow, Nathan Peirce, John Redding, Jos, Richmond, Berjamut Kes 
Samuel Snow, Jacob Shexigan, Tehabod Wood, Andrew Warren, Abner }V 88" 9 
Solonion Thomas, Japhet Le ‘Baron ; of Rochester, J ob Chadwick, Allen Beas F 
seph D—, Thomas Swilt Seth Pope, Benj. Hammond, Barzillai Hammon; © 
Hacket ; of Worebom, Boland Sturtevant, Dayid Sanders, Stephen Swift, 
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tenant's commission in the local militia of Dartmouth. He 
was amember (from Dartmouth) of the Convention at Bos- 
fon in 1788, and he yoted against ratifying the federal 
coustitution. 

(59) Job, b. Noy. 29,1737; m. twice. First, May 18,1761, 
fo Hlizabeth Rounseyill, of East Freetown. She was a 
daughter of William Rounsevill, of that town, and wife Eli- 
mbeth Macomber, of East Taunton, granddaughter of Philip 
Rounseyill the emigrant, and great-granddaughter of William 
Rounseyill, of lonnetwn, Devonshire county, Eng. She was 
horn Ang. 25,1743, and died at Middleborough, June 9, 1790. 
She was sister to Levi Rounsevill, Captain of minute men at 
Lexington alarm,* also Captain in 9th regiment of the Con- 
fimental army. Married, 2d, Oct., 1799, to Mrs. Elizabeth, 
widow of Lieut. Robert Strobridge (who at his death was the 
wealthiest man in Middleborough), She was a daughter of 
Wiliam Nelson, of Middleborough, and wife Elizabeth 
Howland, and born in 1750, granddaughter of Thomas Nel- 
son and wife Hope Higgins, sister to three distinguished 
thinisters of the Calvinist Baptist denomination, viz., Rey. 
William Nelson of Norton, Rey. Samuel Nelson of Rayn- 
ata and Middleborough, and Rev. Ebenezer Nelson of Nor- 
ton, South Reading and Middleborough, ‘and aunt to Rev. 
Ebenezer Nelson, Jr., of Lynn, Mass. She died March 22, 








* A Muster Roll of Captain Levi Rounsevill’s Minute company, that marched on 
the 1th of April, from Freetown, in the County of Bristol : 
~ Levi Rounsevill, CSran 5 Samuel Taber and Nathaniel Morton, Lieutenants ; 
Jolin White and Consider et Ob Sergeants; Joshua Lawrence and Seth Hilman, 
Uvrporals.—Privates ; Philip Taber, Uriah Peirce, Benjamin Lawrence, Abial Cole, 
Consider White, Jesse Kean, Jncob Bunson, Jobn Clark, John Braley, Percival Ash- 
ylehabod Johnson, Micha Ashley, Seth Morton, Jeff. Suchems, Imurel) Haskell, Louis 
\ I) Moranvilles Abram Ashley, Ohas. De Moranville, Aaron Seckel, Abner Haskins, 
Denj’n Runnels, Thomas Rounseyill, Peter Crapo, Jos¢ph Hacket. Reeapitulation : 
‘Comimssioned officers, 3; non-commissioned officers, 4; privates, 24. otal 31. 
This was the only company that went from Freetown on that occasion. 
— ‘The above is a true copy of the names bore on Capt. Rounsevill’s Roll, as 
Awonlod in the office of the Secretary of State, Boston. 
Cpt. Levi Ronnseyill was father of Rey. Wim, Rounsevill, who represented the 
MWn of Freetown for ten successive years in the Genern] Court at Boston, and great- 
“Siandfathey of Rev. Wm, R. Alger, of Boston. Lieut, Nathaniel Morton was grand- 
Htlior of Hon. Marcus Morton, formerly Governor of Massachusetts. Private Peter 
Chipo was erand father of Col. Henry H. Crapo, Governor of Michigan. 
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1846, aged about 96 years. Ji ob Peirce served as a private 
soldier in a detachment of the local militia of Middleborough, 
sent to reimforee fort William Henry in 1757, and enlisted 
into the army April 5, 1758, reénlisted April 6, 1759, and 
March 24, 1762; receiving an honorable and final discharge 
from the military service under the King, March 14, 1763, 
He also served as a private soldier in a company of “minute 7 
men” commanded by his brother Capt. Abial Peirce, on the 
occasion known as the Lexington alarm (April 19 and 20, | 
1775). He soon after received the commission of Second 
‘Lientenant in the continental army, in which capacity he serv: 
ed at Roxbury, in Capt. Nathaniel Wood's company,* of Col, 
Simeon Cary’s regiment, in 17 16. May 9, 1776, be was” 


appointed Captain of the 4th company of the local militia in 


Middleborough ; and on the “* secret expedition,” so called, 
in Rhode Island in 1777, he was @ Captain in Col. Theophilus 


Cotton’s regiment,> with a company of 92 men. He was 





*** A Roll of Capt. Nathaniel Wood's company, in Col, Simeon Cary’s regiment 


Rosbury, April 1, 1776 *° (See records in office of Secretary of State) : 

Nathaniel Wood, Captain; Joseph Tupper, Ist Lientenant ; Tob Peirce, 20 Lieu 
tenant; Jesse Vangln, Wnsign ; Caleb Bryant, Andvew MeOulley, Willinn Bennet 
and Juseph Holmes, Sergeants ; Nathaniel Sampson, Josiah Jones, Benjamin Reed, 
John Samson, Dorper Sylyan. Raymond, Drummer Daniel White, Fifa 
Privates: Joseph Aldziclt, Phili ‘Austin, Isaac Bryant, Stephen Bryant, Hhanozr | 
Bermet, Ebenezer Barden, David Bates, Benjamin Cobb, Gideon Cushman, Robert 
Cushman, Abel Cole, Abel Cole, Jr4, James Cobh, Geores Caswell, J onathon Cae | 
well, Zeb. Caswell, George Olemens, Nathan Darling, Paul Dean, Hphraim Due 
ham, Sylyanus Eaton, Zibe Baton, Thomas Bilis, Ephraim Nddy, Andrew Mulley 
honns Foster, Hdward Gieby, John Holmes, George (Haeket?) Joshua Howlant) 
John Jones, Consider Jones, Thomas Jonson, Jonathan Morse Jobn Macompery 
Will. Pecker, John Raymond, Lemuel Raymond, Isaac Rider, Nathan Richonl) 
Daniel Shaw, Nathaniel Shaw, Aaron Simmons, Josiah Smith, Ezra Smith, Jame: 
Soule, Barnabas Samson, John Stirobridze, George Strobridge, Samuel Thataber | 
Samuel Thatcher, Jx., Eph. Thomas, Eleazer Thomas, Dayid Thomas, Benjomtt 
Thomas, Silas Townsend, Julin ‘Thomas, Amos Wood, Peter Wood, Abner Vang 
Pphraim Wood, Robert Wood, dacob Wood, Samuel Wood, Andrew Warren, Daw 


Shaw, ‘Thomas Shaw. 

+ Capt. Job Peiree’s company iz, Jol, Theophilus Cotton’s regiment, in service # 
Rhode Island, as copied from records in the office of the Secretary of State: 
Joh Peirce, Captain ; Sergeants, Peter Hoar Gonsider Howland, Joseph - 
and Archipas Leonard ; Corporais, Isaac Canady, Sarnuel Maxim, Samnue Th 
and Samuel Pickens; Musician, Nath] Macomber.—Privates ; Abner Alden, ply 
mon Bolton, John Boothe, Solomon Beals, Jolin Benson, Tsaac Benson, Joseph Ber 
nett, William Briant, Ahbijah Briant, Epheaiam Campbell, Noble Canady, 5 
Comba, [sane Churchill, Joseph Churchill, Barnabas Caswell, Lot Eaton, hat 
Baton, Israel Eaton, Abiel Edson, Cornelius Ellis, John Hacket, ‘Thomas Hash 
Joshua. Haskins, Bradock Hoar, Joshua Howland, Thos. Haffords, Lazarua Hathaway 
Peleg Hathaway, Micha Hammond, William Holmes, George Howland, Nathalt 




































































"also in the field to resist the British troops, and aided to re- 
nise them and frustrate their attempts to burn Fairhayen, 
“Bept. 17, 1778. 

Capt. Job Peirce died July 22, 1819, aged 81 years 7 
months 23 days. He and both his wives have suitable 
graye-stones, bearing legible inscriptions. His remains, with 
those of his first wife, are interred in the family cemetery, 


now Lakeville, and those of his last wife in the cemetery 
west of Assawomset Pond in Lakeville, formerly called the 
Nelson burial-cround. All his children were by first wife, 
Capt. Job Peirce, like the early king of Israel, was consid- 
erably taller than his fellows, never fleshy, but having bone 
and sinew enough to make him avery strong man. He was 
proyerbiilly industrious and laborious, and took great pride 
in excelling his neighbors in the amount of his farm. 
produce. 

He was a singularly conscientious man, and carried his 
honest convictions into practical life. One of these was, that 
afarmer had no moral right to leave a piece of ground poorer 
than he found it, as this was sinning against posterity, 
‘one of those “sins of the fathers” ‘certain to be visited 
upon the children; and he managed therefore to get large 
crops and keep up or improve the land at one and the same 
time. 

Like his two older brothers, he was sometimes chosen by 
the town as tax collector, and at a time, too, when collecting 
faxes was no holiday affair. The law then was almost pow- 


posing, Jethro Keith, Moses Leonard, Perez Leonard, Jolin Macomber, William 
Pee Morse, Nathan Peirce, Hilkiah Peirce, Eliphalet Peirce, Richard 
me amuel Pratt, Thomas Paddock, James Perry, Joseph Perry, William Pickens, 
Bee Pickens, Stephen Robinson, Benjanrin Itynolds, Blections Reynolds, Joseph 
" thmond, Qzra Richmond, Seth Richmond, Job Richmond, John Rickard, Samuel 
art Lemuel Raymond, James Raymond, Stephen Russell, William Strobridge, 

ae Siumons, Jacob Sherman, Zephaniah Shaw, Chipman Shaw, J oshua Smith, 
Beat mpeon, Dayid Trovant, Jolin orrneend, Blias ‘Townsend, Josiah Thomas, 
D och ‘Thomus, Nathan Warren, Abner Weston, John Willis, Elkanah Wood. 
joes Solomon Dunham, Josiah Howard, Job Hall, Benjamin Haskell, John 
Votes, William Le Baron, Abial Smith. Recapitulation :—(Comunissioned, 1; non- 
Snmissioned, 8; musician, 1; privates, 83. otal, 93. 
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upon the farm he owned and occupied in Middleborough, - 


| 


<< 
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erless except in the hands of a strong and determined man, 
and Capt. Job Peirce was both, and hence made an efficient 
officer. 

(60) Anna, b. ; m. twice. First, Aug. 23, 1757, 
to Abial Cole, of Middleborough. She d.at East Freetown, 
Sept. —, 1806. He d. at Shutesbury, in or near 178], — 
leaving his family in such destitute circumstances that Capt, 
Job Peirce (No. 59) removed them to Freetown, or Middle- 
borough, where Anna m. Thomas Rounsevill, of Freetown, 
Abial Cole appears at one time to have owned a small farm, 
lying in Freetown and Middleborough, but spent that and 
died in penury, leaving his family to be cared for by kindyed, 
or supported at the public charge. Abial was a Sergeant ~ 
in Capt. Benjamin Pratt's company, in service in 1758; a_ 
private soldier in Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s company of ‘* minute 
men,” April, 1775, and in Capt. Manasseh Kempton’s con 
pany, Col. Carpenter's regiment, in 1777. Tradition im 
forms that Anna was buried at Kast Freetown, but no stone 
bearing an inscription marks the grave. She was a member 
of the Calvinist Baptist church in Shutesbury, from which 
she received a letter of dismission and recommendation to” 
the Calvinist Baptist church in Dartmouth, of which Daniel 
Hix was pastor. Mr. Hix and that church soon after be 
came Christian Baptists. | 

(61) Henry, b.in 1743 m.twice. First, March, 1768, 10 
Salome Hinds, dau. of Rey. Ebenezer Hinds, the earliest 
pastor of the second Calvinist Baptist church in Middle 
borough. She d. June 17, 1784, He m. second, March 11, 
1785, Deborah, dau. of Job Chase, of Middleborough, 
She d. Dec. 23, 1849. Henry d. Jan. 22, 1791, and he 
with his wives were buried in the ancient cemetery net! 

~ Assawomset pond, in Lakeville, and all have suitable graye 
stones bearing proper inscriptions. His estate was rendexal 
msolvent. He was a private soldier in the company of bit 
brother, Capt. Abial Peirce, in 1760, and in Capt. Ephraia 
Holmes’s company, in 1762, in last named of which bis 
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brother Job Peirce (No. 59) was his companion inarms. It 
wos probably when returning from that expedition that a 
gueumstance occurred which furnished material for the fol- 
jowing traditional story. Being on board a vessel they were 
yisited, as was then the usual custom, by Neptune, the god of 
the sea, who, clad in the habiliments of salt water authority 
and seating himself on the head of a water cask, commanded 
strict Search to be made for, and the bringing immediately 
tefore him of all who had never before ventured upon his 
liqnid realm, that they might receive initiation, which con- 
sisted in lathering the face with a vile mixture of excrement 
and stale grease, and scraping it off with an iron hoop, and 
concluding the ceremony by throwing the victim backwards 
into a tub of cold water. Entreaty on the part of the green 
ones was of no avail, and the boy Henry, shuddering with 
dread, witnessed the revolting and disgusting spectacle, as 
- one after another were caught and forced to submit to the 
initiating process, amid the derisive shouts of their perse- 
oitors. Momentarily expecting his own tum would come, 
Henry appealed to his tall, smewy brother Job (who stood 
aloof and took no part in the matter) for protection. Henry's 
tun came, but he had fled behind his guardian spirit, and 
‘he who attempted to lay hands on him received, as the first 
salutation, a blow from Job’s great fist that sent him reeling, 
while in quick succession a second and a third measured 
their lengths wpon the deck, stunned by his heavy blows. 
The sport.was rapidly going over to the other branch of the 
assembly, for Job, with great composure of feature? exhibit- 
ing no anger, knocked them stiff as fast as they came and 
before they had time to seize and hold him. Neptune now 
interfered, and called off his combatants, with the remark, 
“this is sport for the few, but death to the many, and dis- 
tretion is the better part of valor.” 
Tn the opening scenes of the war of the Revolution, Henry 
Peirce was a private soldier in Capt. Isaac Wood's company of 
“minute men.” Commissioned Lieut. in Capt. Levi Rounse- 
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yill’s company,* in the 9th continental regiment, in’ 1776, 


Capt. in Col. Cotton’s regiment, in service at Rhode Island 
in 1777, and also Capt. in the regiment of Lieut. Col, 
Ebenezer White,t at Rhode Island, in August, 1780, At 
the re-organization of the local militia of Middleborough 
after the adoption of the State constitution, he was com- 


a ee 


* Capt. Levi Rounseyill’s Company in Sth Regiment of Continental Army,)am 
copied from the records in office of Secretary of State, Boston, dated October, 1775: 


Levi Ronnseyill of Freetown, ee) Henry Peirce of Middleborough, Lientan- 
ant: Samuel Taber of Freetown, Ensign. Sergeants : Joseph Macombor, Job Hunt 
and David Crouant of Middleborough, and John White of Freetown. Coxporaliy 
Hilliah Peirce of Middleborough, Aurel Haskell af Dartmouth, Micha Ashloy af 
Frestown, and Richard Peirce of Middichorough. Drummer, Leonard Hinds of 
Middleborough ; Fifer, Zadoe Peirce of Preetown.—Privates: of Dartmoutli—Wun, 
Fisher, Abraham Fisher, Jesse Keen, Thomas Wescott; Freetown—Noah Ashiley, 
Jeptha Ashley, Thomas Amos, John Braley, Jacoh Benson, Timothy Borden, Josiih 
Bowen, Jesse Briges, John Clark, Alderman Crank, George Davis, Joshua Davis, 
Samuel Bvans, W iliam Byans, Abner Holmes, Eliphalet Husking, Benjamin Tuytie 
ham, Timothy Ingraham, Joshua Lawrence, Jahes Lambart, Reuben Mason, Urilt 
Peirce, William Parker, James Page, Daniel Page, Gideon Bemus, Aaron Seckal, 
Thomas Street, Jeff Sachems, Plolin Taber, Oharles Tobey, Benjamin Weecoti, 
Samuel West, Simeon White; Middle orough—W illiam Armstrong, Joseph Boothe, 
Dpbraim Douglass, Henry Byans, Anthony Frey, Levi Simmons, Nathan ‘rosie 
Reeapitulation : commissioned. officers, 3; non-commissioned and music, 10; pr 
yates, 15. Total, 58. 


+ Capt. Henry Peirce’s Company in Col, Theophilus Cotton’s Regiment, enteral 


March 4th: 

Henry Peiree, Captain ; Peter Hoar, Lientenant ; George Shay, Ensign, Non 
eowmissioned offigers and mneicians: Amasa Wood, Daniel Ellis, Joseph Wood 
Roland Leonard, George Hackett, William Hall James Le Baron, Nathaniel Gole, 
Israel Patou, Haziel Porinton.—Privates : Churehill Thomas, Jeremiah Thomas, An- 
drew Cobb, Samuel Sampson, James Palmer, Blijah Shaw, David Fish, Jacob Soule, 
Hazael Tinkham, Jabez Vaughan, Samnel Barrows, Joseph Bennett, John Morton, 
John Morton, 24, Roland Smith, Rounsevill Peirce, Peter Thomas, Edmund Westin; 
Joseph ‘Tupper, Lemuel Lyon, William Littlejohn, Daniel Cox, Thomas Pratt, 
David Pratt, Abial Boothe, Kbenezer Howland, Josiah Kingman, Jacoli Perking, 
Luther Pratt, Seth Wade, Noah Haskell, Lemuel Raymond, Manassebi Wool, 
Francis Le Baron, Asaph Charvhill, Samuel Thomas, Nathaniel Thomas, Bihw 
Washbam, William Bly, Joseph Macomber, Lemuel Briggs, Jonathon Wesaott 
Bphtiam Duohum, Isaac Harlow, Nathaniel Cobb, Andrew Rieket, Jonathan Por 
ter, James Merter, James Sprout, John Thrasher.—Reeapitulation; commissioned) 
3+ non-commissioned and piusicians, 10; privates, 50. ‘Total, 63. 


{ Capt. Henry Peirce’s Company in Lt. Col. White's Regiment ; 
Houry Peirce, Captain; Peter Hoar, Lieutenant; Eora Olark, Ensign. Noe 


commissioned officers ; Ebenezer Hinds, Robert Hoar, Joseph Boothe, Nathan 


N 


Macomber, Benen’ Booth, Henry Edminster, Bhenezer Hayford.— Privates: li 
aiah Holloway, Hera Refocse. John Reynolds, Benjamin Reynolds, Blactions Rey- 
nolds, Isaac Reynolds, Koos Reynolds, Nbenezer Howland, Samuel Howland, dole 
Howland, Joshua Howland, Beck Howland, John Hoar, John Holloway, Riche 
Panis, Samuel Parris, Uviah Peirce, George Peiree, Seth Sinmons, Lebbeug Sint 
mons, Jacob Sherman, Barl Senrs, Nathan Trouant, Daniel Collins, John, Clrtlly 
Roger Clark. Recapitulation; commissioned officers, 9; non-commissioned, 1) 
privates, 26. Total, 36. 5 
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missioned Capt. of the 7th company* in that town, July 1, 
1781. 

(62) Mary, b. ——: ™. Oct. 19, 1764, Benjamin 
Spooner, Jr., of Middleborough. He owned and occupied 
a farm near Elder's pond, in Middleborongh, now Lakeville, 
still known as the ‘* Spooner Place.” He was a soldier im 
the English army engaged in the French and Indian war. 
In the war of the Revolution, he served as clerk im Capt. 
‘Amos Washburn’s company of militia, both in Rhode Island 
and at New Bedford, but only a brief period at either place, 
as the local militia were never kept long m the field. 

_ (63) Seth, b, im or near 1747. He was four times mar- 
ried, First, Nov. 9, 1769, to Huldah, dau. of Nathaniel 
Sampson, of Middleborough, now Lakeville. Her father’s 
house stood upon the spot now occupied by the residence of 
Oyrus Nelson. Huldah d.' at Hardwick, March 15, 1793; 
Married, second, Dec. 22, 1793, Rebecca, dau. of Colonel 
- Timothy Paige,t of Hardwick. She d. Aug. 2, 1795. Mar- 
tied, third, in 1796, Abigail Hinkley, of Brookfield. She d. 
Dec. 30, 1797, aged 37 years. She was a sister of Hon, 
' Samuel Hinkley, Judge of Probate for the county of Hamp- 





4 The original May Inspection Return of Capt. Henry Peirce’s Company in the 
> Woenl militia of Middleborough was found among the papers of Col. John Nelson, 
wove than sixty years after the’ Colonel’s death. The following is a true copy of 
the namex borne npon that return : 

Troin’g Band, Henry Peirce, Captain ; Peter Hoar, Lieutenant. Sergeants > 
Robert Hoar, Wim. Canedy, Bradock Hoar, — Howland, Corporals ; Lebbeus Sim- 
4 tions, ‘Seth Stamons.’ Privates: Stephen Hathaway, James Peirce, Bnos Peirce, 
putes Peirce, Simeon Peiree, Seth Keen, Jogeph Keen, Philip Hoskins, John Allen, 
Josinh Hollaway , Samuel Parris, Isaac Parris, Moses Parris, Seth Borden, William 
Strobridge, John Hoskins, John ‘Thrasher, Joseph Boothe, Benjamin Boothe, Eben- 
ewer Halford, Barnabas Clark, Samuel Record, tsane Smith, Jonathan Hafford, Sam~ 
nel Howland, Henry Hdmiuister, Consider Howland, Bhenezer Howland, Rufus 
Howland, Eseck Howland, John Hoar, Wm. Hoar, Isaac Hathaway, Dayid Pratt, 
Seth Ramedell, Jacob Sherman, David Bromin. Alarm list: Daniel Jacket, Joseph 
Boothe, Lieut. Josiah Smith, Nathaniel Ulogsen, Jol Ohase, Lieut. Ezra Clark, 
Richard Peirce, Abraham Peirce —Recapitulation : Train Band, 45; Alarm list, 
8, Total, 53.—Dhe Return was made to John Nelson, Esq,, then Col. of the local 
Tegmment of militia to which Capt. Henry Peirce’s company belonged. 

; Ool. Timothy Paige, of Hardwick, was 2 yepresentative to the General Oourt, 
Boston, in 1781, and his son, Timothy Paige, Hsq., was representative tw General 
Court seyenteen years, viz., from 1805 till his decease, October 29, 1821- The father 
was Colonel of the 4th regiment of local militia, of Worcester County, Ebenezer 


Newell being Lt, Colonel, and Asa Danforth, Major, 
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shire, and David Hinkley, an opulent merchant of Boston, 
Married, fourth, Mary McFarlin, of Worcester, who sur 
vived him. Seth d. at Hardwick, Feb. 25,1809. His death 
was occasioned by accidentally sticking a pen-knife into his 
knee. He was a private soldier in the company of ‘ minute 
men” at Middleborough, commanded by Capt. Nathaniel 
Wood, and promptly responded at the Lexington alarm, and 
he afterwards commanded a company in the patriot amny 
of the Revolution, which company was raised in the ‘towns 
of Northfield, Shutesbury, Leverett and New Salem.* 

At the reorganization of the militia in 1781 he received 
the commission of Captain of the local or standing company 
of infantry at Shutesbury.+ He was one of the selectmen of 
Shutesbury four years, and representative to the General 
Court from Hardwick in 1806. Capt. Seth and three of his 
wiyes haye suitable grave-stones at Hardwick. 

(64) Hopestill, b. June 27, 1748, old style; m. Feb. Uy, 
1767, Stephen Hathaway, a house carpenter of Taunton. 




























+ Muster Roll of Capt. Seth Peirce’s Company, in Col. Seth Murray’s Regiment 
from the Connty of Hampshire. (See records at State House.) 

Seth Peirce of Shutesbury, Captain; James Lyman of Northfield, Ist Lieut; 
John Samson of New Salem, 2d Lient.; Zebina Montague of Leverett, 3d Lieut; 
Silas Bell of Leverett, Surgeon; Israel Russell, Ebenezer Damon, Joseph Vanghan 
and Nathaniel Brown, Sergeants. Solomon Gunn, Bezaleel Woods, William War 
and Jonathan Orcutt, Corporals. Seth Field and Phineas Field, mueicians. Pie 
yates: Asa Gould, Benjamin Doolittle, Eliphalet Stratton, Cephas Alexander, Dida 
Wright, James Scott, Joshua Lyman, Jonathon Belding, Moses Moora, Micha 
Ramadale, Sylvanus Woods, Pontins Lyman, Thaddeus Bancroft, David Ramedale, 
John Flowers, Rohert Ramsdale, John Bowen, Jedediah Rice, Jonathan Gardner, 
Win. Montazne, John Moore, Jahleel Farman, Nodiah Alford, Bazaleel Wright Onl 
Montague, Joseph Willard, Samuel Cadwell, George Totman, Joseph Briggs, Wie 
liam Erving, Nathaniel Briggs, Francis Kidder, Jonas Houghton, Samuel Castle, — 
Joseph Rose, Levi Benjamin, Moses Bardwell, Charles Bastman, Ezra Taylor, Elisha 
Tuttle, James Barnetend, Ulisha Gunn, Joseph Rockwood, Absalom Har'svood, Joabptn 
French, Lysander Richardeon, Daniel Curtis, Benjamin Page, Daniel B— , Nathan’ 
Walker, Hi Page, Matthew Martin, Nathan T ayis, Amios Peiree, Amos Pony, 
William Eddy, Francis ——, Job Macomber, Jacoh Briggs, Jacob Briggs, Jr, Re 
capitulation: commissioned olficers, 5; sergeants, 4; corporals, 4; musicians, 7) 
privates, 60. otal, 75. : ‘ 

This company was probably all raised in those towns that fell within the limite 0!” 
Franklin County at the date of its incorporation, June 24, 1811. ‘ 

+ The date of Capt. Seth Peirce’s commission as Captain in the local militia ol 
Shatesbury was duly 1, 1781. (See Roster in Adj. General’s office, Boston.) : 

My thanks are due to Rey. Lucius R. Paige, formerly of Hardwick, Mr, Joh 
Peirce of Shutesbury, Mass., and to Hon. Philander Washburn of Middleborovghy, 


for facts in the family history of Capt» Seth Peirce. 
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shed. Jan. 10, 1841. He d. April 29, 1819, aged 73 years. 
Te was a representative to the General Court from Taunton 
im 1801. The graves of Stephen Hathaway and wife are 
marked by very good stones. Nicholas Hathaway, the 
father of Stephen, was, in the “ times that tried men’s souls,” 
so troublesome a tory that he was confined for a while in 
prison, and his son Stephen was made quite unpopular with 
the whigs for his efforts to reheye the parent. 

(65) Ebenezer, b. ; neyerm. Lost his life when a 
young man and a private soldier in the patriot army ‘of the 
Revolution, being a member of Capt. J oshua White's com- 
pany on duty at Newport, R. I. Tradition informs that his 
brother Job Peirce (No. 59), then a Captain in that army, 
caused the grave of the young soldier to be marked by a 
substantial stone, on which probably they 





* carved not a line, 
But left him alone in his glory.”’ 


Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11), the Quaker, as we have already 
remarked, was the slimmest link in the genealogical chain, 
but he had the good fortune to get an excellent wife, and 
hence the “ mother wit” in the children made them decided- 
ly superior to their father. That quality which in most of 
the family gave them commendable decision, with the little 
good sense Isaac Peirce, Jr. possessed amounted to downright 
obstinacy, and when, therefore, he learned that Ebenezer 
(No. 24), his first born son, had determined to marry out of 
the Quaker mecting, Isaac was just stupid enough to declare 
that he would disinheritthim if he did. According to the 
English law then in force, the oldest son was entitled to a 
double portion. But in contending with this son he met an 
equal amount of unyielding determination, together with a 
yast deal more good sense than it was ever the lot or portion 
of the parent to enjoy. The threat to disinherit was there- 
fore disregarded by the son, who had evidently determined to 
“raise his Bbenezer,” and as it was a wife for himself, and 
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not for his father, that was sought, and he and not his father 
who was to marry her, and live with her, so he determined — 
(and very justly too) that himself, and not his father, should 
be chiefly consulted. 

The day was therefore set, and Rey. Benjamin Ruggles, 
a clergyman of the Congregational denomination, performed 
the ceremony of uniting in marriage Ebenezer Peirce, of 
Middleborough, with Miss Mary Hoskins, of Taunton, Dec, 
13, 1728, bemg the date of their nuptials. 

And then from the Quaker meeting came the offer of al- 
lowing the groom to perform the farce so often repeated 
since, viz., of going before the religious assembly and con- 
fessing that he was sorry for what he had done. This would 
reinstate him in the Quaker meeting, and turn away his 
father’s wrath so that he would rescind the threat to disin- 
herit. His manly refusal and persistent denial that he was 
sorry, but on the contrary glad, and hoped ever to remain 80; 
althongh tumed out of the Quaker meeting as he subse- 
quently was, and though he should fail to receive his just 
share in the property of his father as he did, has ever made 
the writer proud to bear up his homely, old-fashioned 
Christian name. 

The wisdom of his choice could have no better proofs 
than the family she raised up, and the character of the 
children she bore him, it being a conceded point that 
mothers impart to their offsprmg more of character than 
fathers. Of a family of six sons, three fought the battles 
of their country in the French and Indian wars, one holding 
a military commission from the King. In the war for Inde- 
pendence the six were engaged, and four of the six wete 
honored with commissions of captains under authority of 
the Continental Congress, and one as we haye seen sacrificed | 
his life for the attainment of those liberties we are now per 
mitted to enjoy, and neither would accept a pension from 
the Government they had imperilled their lives to establish: 

Ebenezer Peirce, the parent (No. 24), was collector of 
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taxes in Middleborough in 1732, and his name appears on 
the records of that town in 1737, claiming the privileges 
extended by law to the Anabaptists. 


Tsaac Perrce (No. 25), 


Son of Isaac Peirce (No. 11) and wife Judith Booth, was 
b, in or about 1705; m. May 5, 1735, Deliverance Hollo- 
way, of Middleborough. He was commissioned, in 1762, 
Ensign of the fourth company of the local militia in Mid- 
dicborough, Joseph Leonard being Capt., and Thomas Nel- 
son Lieut. This company belonged to the militia regiment 
of which George Watson, of Plymouth, was then Col., 
James Warren, of Plymouth, Lieut. Col., and Briggs Alden, 
~ of Duxbury, Major. Ensign Isaac Peirce d. Sept. 18, 1782. 
' Deliverance, his wife, d. Oct. 11, 1801, aged 87 years. Both 

haye substantial grave-stones bearing legible inscriptions. 
Ensten Isaac Perron (No. 25) and wife Derrverance had re 
(66) George, b. Oct. 16,1735; m. Sept. 14, 1757, Sarah 
Peirce (No. 101), a dau. of Shadrach Peirce (No. 31) and 
wife Abigail Hoskins. George d. July 17, 1774. Sarah, 
the wife, d. April 20, 1778. . 
(67) A child born that died in infancy. 
(68) Enos, b., Sept. 30, 1739; m, Dec. 28, 1785, Ruth 
Durfee, of Freetown. He d. July 29,1794, She d, Oct. 
9, 1811, aged 52 years. 
(69) David, b. March 20, 1741; m. July, 1764, Abigail 
Hathaway, a dau. of Ensign Silas Hathaway, of Freetown, 
and wife Deborah Carlisle. David was commissioned En- 
Sign of the first company of local militia in Freetown, Ben- 
jamin Reed being Capt, and Philip Hathaway Lieut, This 
company then. belonged to the regiment of local militia of 
Which Edward Pope, Esq. of Dartmouth (now New Bed- 
ford) was Col., John Hathaway of Berkley Lt, Col., Syl- 
Vester Richmond of Dighton and Joshua Hathaway of 
Freetown Majors, and Isaac Hathaway Adjutant. Ensign 
David pete performed fourteen days’ military service at 
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Rhode Island in Dec., 1776. He was accidentally killed, 
March 9, 1779, being crushed by a tree while felling timber 
in the forest. Abigail became the wife of Joshua Howland, 
of Freetown, March 3, 1789. Abigail d. ——- 

Joshua Howland became insane and would neither speak 
nor eat, and died from starvation, April 12, 1821. 

(70) Silas, b. July 25, 1744; m. Oct. 31, 1771, Anna ~ 
Hathaway, of Taunton. She was a dau. of Melatiah Hatha — 
way and wife Anna Hoskins, and tradition accords to het 
the reputation of being an excellent wife. Silas served nine 
days as a common soldier at Rhode Island in 1778, being 4 
militiasman in the company of Capt. Amos Washbum of © 
Middleborough, called temporarily ito service at a time of 
pressing need. He d. May 1, 1816, and was buried at Hast 
Freetown, not far from the residence of Charles A. Morton, 
Esq., and a decent slate with inscription still marks his 
graye. 

(71) Lucy, b. May 28, 1755; m. Nov. 30, 1775, Capt 
Samuel French, a leading and influential man of Berkley 
He was born in 1752, and was elected town clerk of Berk 
ley 5 years, selectman 3 years, assessor 2 years, school com 
mittee 5 years, and was a trustee of the ministerial fond of 
the parish that then embraced the entire town. He servell 
a brief period in the patriot army in the war of the Revolt 
tion, and for a long time was a Deputy Sheriff for Bristol 
county. Hed. March 26, 1830, in the 79th year of his 
age. Lucy d. April 26, 1845. Their residence was the 
“ French Place,” so called, in Berkley, for nearly a centuly 
the principal tavern between Taunton green and. Agsortl 
Village in Freetown. The father of Capt. Samuel, wh 
also was quite a distinguished man, died at Berkley, Aug 
20, 1775, im his 61st year. His death was occasioned by 
camp fever he took while visiting his son Samuel, thet 
serving in the patriot army. 
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Etisua Perce (No. 26), 

Third son of Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith 
Booth, was b. at date to me unknown, and m., Noy. 10, 
1738, Margaret, a dau. of John Pain of Freetown and wife 
Rebecca Dayis, and granddaughter of Ralph Pain of that 
fown. This marriage sorely displeased Isaac the parent, 
and with far better reasons than had caused him to offer a 
like bitter opposition to the marriage of his eldest son Eben- 
ezex with Mary Hoskins of Taunton; for in the case of 
Hlisha’s choice there was another and weightier objection 
than the fact that the bride was not born and reared a Quaker. 
Isaac Peirce, Jr., once at least seems to have had a yalid 
reason for the exercise of his characteristic obstinacy, but 
the bigotry that made him so destitute of reason in the one 
case deprived him in a great degree of the public sympathy, 
_ when he attempted the exercise of that desirable quality, in 
the other, and to the chagrin caused by the marriage was 
added the annoyance of doggerel rhymes emanating from 
some “ Beech Woods” Homer, Pope, Scott, or Whittier, of 
_ the neighborhood, rehearsing the disagreeable facts in lan- 

guage and spirit far remoyed from conciliatory or agreeable. 
_ This “valid reason” for objection, we do not deem it within 

our proper limits to mention, but will refer the curious 
reader to the yery strongly marked and corresponding traits 
of character exhibited by the children of this Margaret and 
those of her numerous sisters, and so far removed from ‘the 
general tenor of thought and action in the Peirce family. 
But Isaac Peirce, Jr., like the quack with one idea, who gave 
pills to purge and also to set broken bones, administered to 
the son Elisha the same punishment in kind if not in quan- 
tity that had been dealt out to his elder brother Ebenezer. 

Something more than five years prior to the date of Elisha 
Peirce’s marriage, viz., May 28, 1733, Isaac his father, 
‘Thomas his uncle, and his aunts Lydia Seckel, Mercy Trowant 
and Rebecca Hoar, united in conveying by deed to Elisha 
their respective shares of that land that was granted by the 
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General Court to their father, Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. () 
(then recently deceased) for his services as a soldier in the 
Narraganset war. The will of Elisha Peirce (No. 26) was 
presented to the Probate Court in 1779, which is the only 
means we have of determining or approximating near to the 
time of his decease. The house of Elisha Peirce is still 
standing, but in a very dilapidated condition, It js a one- 
story building, never painted outside, and probably never 
came nearer to being painted inside than an occasional coat 
ing of whitewash, and for coloring a mixture of skim-milk 
and Venetian-red or Spanish-brown. The date of deceaso 
of Margaret, the wife of Elisha Peirce, we haye been nie 
ble to learn. 
Enisna Perecr (No. 26) and wife Mancarer Par had: 
(72) Elisha, b. 17—; m. Susannah He was 4 
“minute man” and responded to the first call known ts 
Lexington alarm, serving in Capt. Isaac Wood's cote 
pany. An Inspection Return dated June 15, 1775, shows 
him to have been in camp at Prospect Hill, Cambridge, 
as a private soldier in Capt. David Cowdin’s company al 
Col. Woodbridge’s regiment. This was only two days before 
’ the battle of Bunker Hill. Tradition in the family informs 
that Elisha sickened and died in that camp, and that hiv 
brother Abraham, paying him a visit, found him on his 
death bed in a barn that was used by the Patriots as a hos 
pital. Some real estate formerly owned by Elisha (No. 12) 
«g still called the “Elisha Rocks,” and here is now beilg 
quarried some of the fine granite so handsomely finished for 
building purposes in the stone yard at Myrickyille. 
(73) -Abraham, b. 17—; m. twice. First, Aug. 6, 1761) 
Priscilla Reed, of Middleborough. She d. Oct. 25, 178 
Married second, June 5, 1783, Mary Russell of Middle 
borough, Abraham was by trade a house carpenter, ant 
acquired the sobriquet of ‘‘ Look up Abraham,” because lt 
had not the power to raise his eye-lids sufficiently to se 
well, and threw back his head to aid his powers of visioll 
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‘He could not complain of being nick-named, as it was his 
miling passion to nickname almost every one with whom he 
had to do. Priscilla, the first wife, was sister to Elizabeth, 
the third wife of John Peirce (No. 56). 

(74) Margaret, b. 17—; m. twice. First, Dec, 6, 1768, 
Inke Perkins of Middleborough. History is said to be con- 
tinually repeating itself, and now probably some of the 
scenes of her parents’ courtship were reénacted, for Elisha, 
if we accredit tradition, was as much opposed to haying his 
daughter Margaret accept the attentions or give the least 
“encouragement to Luke Perkins in the capacity of a suitor 
for her heart and hand, as had been Isaac Peirce, Jr., to 
alloying this same Elisha his son to marry Margaret Pain, 
and the commands of the one and the precautions of the 
other seem to have proved alike useless and unavailing, In- 
deed, Elisha’s experience ought to have taught him what 
the inevitable result would be, before he had put forth the 
fust effort to prevent the equally certain and disastrous con- 
Requences. Stolen interviews, the common-sense reader is 
already anticipating and fully prepared to Jearn, were the 
tonsequence of paternal interference. One story, however, 
lustrating the trials of the young lovers, is all that our 
space here will admit of a rehearsal. Luke had succeeded 
in obtaining, in his lady's chamber, a clandestine interview 
with the object of his dearest affection, and on tip-toe was 
tarefully, with death-like silence and in utter darkness, grop- 
ing his way down stairs, when the fates, that long since de- 
treed that the course of true loye never should run smooth, 
daused the luckless wight to plant his intrusive foot upon 
the edge of a large box containing dried beans, that some- 
What encumbered his retreating passage, overturning at 
mee the box and the beau with a clatter that awoke the 
eusty parent and aroused the entire household, sending most 
Mnceremoniously, in direful confusion, the spilled beans and 
prawlng beau from top to bottom of the stairs, 

The peconas in the office of the Secretary of State show that 
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Luke Perkins enlisted into the patriot army as an “eight 
months man,” in 1775, and was put into the company of 
Capt. Samuel Tubbs, Col. Timothy Walker’s regiment, and 
tradition adds that Luke died from the effects of a wound 
received in his foot. 

That injunction, “ Of the dead say nothing but good,” was 
thoroughly disregarded by Margaret in discoursing of her 
deceased husband, whom she represented as having been 
almost if not quite totally depraved, and she soon after be 
came the wife of Joseph Booth. 

Joseph Booth was a private soldier in the 9th Continental 
regiment, Col. Daniel Brewer's, in Capt. Levi Rounseyvill’s 
company, on duty at Roxbury, in October, 1775. 

The next year Joseph Booth served from Aug. 6, to Nov. 
96, as a private in Capt. Abial Peirce’s company, of Col, 
Nicholas Dike’s regiment, raised for the defence of Boston; 
and in August, 1780, we find Joseph Booth a Sergeant in 
Capt. Henry Peirce’s company, of Lieut. Col. Ebenezer 
White's regiment, on duty at Rhode Island. 

(75) Rebecca, b. ; m. July 26, 1764, Thomas Sim 
mons, of Middleborough. 

(76) Sylvia, b. ; was of dissolute and abandonel 
character, giying birth to at least one illegitimate child be 
fore her marriage, and it was no moral restraint that she 
exercised oyer herself that prevented her from giving bith 

to as many as were the evil spirits cast out of Mary Magi 
len, It is worthy of notice, that the history of the Peitet 
family is traced to the 76th individual, and covering a peu 
of about one hundred and fifty years, before the first case 
bastardy occurs. 

She finally became the wife of Samuel Parris of Midil 
borough, now Lakeville. Samuel Parris served nine det 
at Rhode Island, in August, 1780, in Capt. Henry Pein 
company, in Lieut. Col. White’s regiment. Samuel Part 
we believe, was a lineal descendant of Thomas Parris, a 
chant of London, through his son John, a dissenting minis 
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of Ugborough, near Plymouth, England; grandson Thomas 
of London, who emigrated from thence to Long Island in 
1683, and remoyed to Newbury in 1685, and to Pembroke 
in 1697; great-grandson Thomas, b. at Duxbury, now Pem- 
broke, May 8, 1701, and who married Hannah Gannett of 
Scituate, in 1724, and one of whose sons, a great-great- 
grandson of the London merchant, was the immediate an- 
cestor of Samuel Parris of Middleborough, now Lakeville. 


Asicam Pxrrmce (No. 27), 

Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith 
Booth, m. Oct. 28, 1736, John Howland, of Middleborough, 
a Quaker. John Howland was born in 1710, and died in 
1790. He wasason of Joshua Howland and wife Elizabeth 
Holloway, grandson of Samuel Howland of Freetown, who 
died in 1716, and great-grandson of Henry Howland of 
Duxbury, who died in 1670. Abigail died in 1786, 

Joun Hownanp and wife Astaam Prmcr (No. 27) had: 

(17) Judith, b. May 10, 1738; d. in infancy. 

(78) Elizabeth, ‘b. Nts 

(79) John, b. ; m. three times. First, Jan. 27, 
1763, Lydia Peirce (No. 104), dau. of Shadrach Peirce (No. 
31) and wife Abigail Hoskins: m. second, Beulah Bemis: 
m. third, Rachel (No. 120), widow of John -Perkins, and 
dan, of Hilkiah Peirce (No. 35). Hed. Jan. 15, 1810. 

(80) Abigail, b. ; m, May 10,1770, Lot Hathaway, 
of New Bedford. 

(81) Mercy, b. ——; m. March 17, 1768, John Edmin- 
ster, of Freetown. 

(82) Rufus, b. ——; m. Bathsheba Canedy. 

(83) Lavina, b. ——; m. Noah Ashley, of Middle- 
borough, 

(84) Judith, b. Feb. 25, 1755; m. April 27, 1798, Harl 
Sears, of Middleborough. She d. July 20,1846, Hed. 18—. 
They were the parents of that worthy man, Earl Sears, late 
of Lakeville, deceased. 

(85) Eseck, b. 














; m. Phebe Sears, of Middleborough. 
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Juprre Perce (No. 28), 


Danghter of Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith 
Booth, b. July 4, 1709; m. Dec. 2, 1736, Lieut. Thomas 
Nelson, of Middleborough, now Lakeville. She d. Jan. 22, 
1792. Hed. March 7, 1768, and both have suitable grave. — 
stones in the ancient cemetery near Assawomset pond, in 
Lakeville. For an account of the places of honor, trust 
and profit held by Lieut. Thomas Nelson, see page 40, of — 
this book. 

Lrevr, THomas Netson and wife Juprra Psmecr (No. 28) 
had: 

(86) John, b. Oct. 25, 1737. Learned the trade of 4 
blacksmith. Married, Nov. 5, 1760, Hope Rounseyill, dau, 
of Capt. John Rounseyill, of East Freetown, granddau, of 
Philip Rounsevill the emigrant, and great-granddau. of 
Wm. Rounsevill, of Honnetun, in Devonshire Connty, 
England. Hope died Dec. 28, 1820, aged 85 years. John 
Nelson died Sept. 11, 1803, He was for several years 9 
Selectman of Middleborough, and received under the autho- 
rity of the King a military commission as Lieutenant of the 
4th company of local militia of Middleborough. This com- 
mission was granted in or about 1773. William Canedy, Jn, 
was his captain, and the field officers of the local militia regi: 
ment to which his company belonged were—George Wat 
son of Plymouth, Col.; Briggs Alden of Duxbury Lt. Col, 
and Pelham Winslow, Major. In the war of the Revolution, 
John Nelson being a most decided patriot was promoted to 
the office of Junior Major, in the 4th regiment of local mill 
tia of Plymouth county (May 9, 1776), in which capacity he 
performed short tours of duty, both at) Rhode Island and 
New Bedford. Associated with him as field officers of the 
4th regiment at that time, were Ebenezer Sprout of Middle 
borough, Colonel; Ebenezer White of Rochester, as Lieut. 
Colonel, and Israel Fearing of Wareham, as Senior Major. 
At the re-organization of the militia in 1781, John Nelson 
was made Colonel of the 4th regiment, with William Tuppet 
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of Middleborough as Lieut. Colonel, and Edward Sparrow of 
the same town as Major. James Sprout, of Middleborough 
{afterwards a lawyer of considerable note at Taunton), was 
appointed by Col. Nelson to the post of Adjutant. A letter 
addressed by Adjutant Sprout to Col. Nelson (a copy of which 
is here given verbatim), will serve to show the spirit that 
pievailed in patriot hearts on receiving the welcome news of 
Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown. The original letter is 
in the writer's possession, its contents having never before 
appeared in print. A true copy (in a note below) of the ori- - 
sinal bill of expenses at the militia muster in 1783, is some- 
what novel and instructive, and not without its moral.* 


Mrppiesoroven, 17th Noy. 178r. 
Dzar Cox? 


Last Thursdays Paper gave us an Account from his | 
Excellency Gen! Washington and Congrefs of the Compleat surrender 
of Cornwallis; and the Troops under his Command ;—a long wish® 
for Period; now we haye no reason to Doubt or sufpect it—In Conse- 





© Costs of a General Muster, November 13th, 1783 : 

















204 gallons of Rum at 2s. 8d. pr. gallon . 2:14:8 
29 Dimers at 1s. 8d. Hach : 5 : 5 . 2:10:9 
23 Bottles of Wine 2s. 4d. Each . . “ . S338 
13 Bowls of punch 3s. 4d. Hach . ‘ 2 . 2: 3:4 
17 Mugs of punch Is. 6d. Hach 1: 5:0 
£8:19:9 
4 Bowl of punch 0: 06:9 
£8;13:6 
£2; 14:8: Divided According to Rations: 6:6:and4 
Ooll? Nelson 7 : ce eS 
Col! Mapper. 2. .  . 0:18:18 
Major Sparrow . 2 A - 0:14:6 ~ 
£2 :14: 44 * 
34 : Remains. 
Rations. 
Coll? Nelson. 6 £1:13: 6 
Coll? Tupper = 5 1: 7:11: Or 13s. paid : 
Major Sparrow . 4 ds ae 
Capt 3. 0:16: 9 
Dito ; 3 0:16: 9 
adjutant Sprout 2 O;11: 2 
Lieutenants 4 2 Rations Hach which comes 
Lo Bol aparee Us 
Sesion 
5 : Remains. 


Lt Miller, Cr 6s, 8d. paid. 


a —= — a 


- of free men that will disdain to let the brave Exploits of Our Noble 
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quence of which this is to Desire you to come next Monday afternong 
and fee us that we may join our genrous hearts in festivals of triumph) 
and joy; while we Usher on the scene with the Crack of thirteey 
Guns to the honour of the States and give a toast to our worthy Breth 
ren who have with such a becoming Ardor Prefs* forward with (ip 
daunted bravery till they have Compleated the Glorious work wherdly 
Peace may not only be reftor? to us but extended from Pole to Pole= 
at the same time let all the Glory be Given to that Omnipotent beiig 
who Crowns our Arms with such Signal Succefs. 

Be kind Enough to take Doct" Mont’ and Capt Shaw (or any ofhof 
you shall Please to nominate) with you—by which means we shall 
make the Listning Groves and Murmering revulets and the Rebound 
ing Eechos of the Neighbouring Villages join to Propagate the Dine 
by this we shall shew to the world we have yet in our breasts heart 


sons sink down in everlasting forgetfullnefs and bury* in Oblivion u- 

notice’—by this we shall shew that the arms of America have Prospel" 

and will Prosper; and that we mean to Brand with everlasting Infamy 

those who dare oppose us in our way and thus Insult the Gods with 
Infidelity. 

I am in haste with Sentiments of Efteem, 

yours Obsequiously, JAmes Sprout, 


Col. N. was for many years a Justice of the Peace for Ply: 
mouth county, and his house, with its furniture, was for it 
time probably unequalled in style, good taste, expense ail 
finish in the town of Middleborough. Although probably 
never a church member, Col. Nelson was liberal in the sup 
port he rendered religious institutions. A tall, unique, rick 
ly ornamented and highly finished slab of dark colored stone 

» bearing an inscription, marks his grave in Lakeville, and# 
suitable, though less pretending slate, that of his wife. 
& (87) Thomas, b. Feb. 22, 1739; m. Anna Smith, 
Taunton. Hed. in 1819. Shed. Oct. 14, 1828. He wit 
a modest, unpretending farmer, an industrious man and al 
excellent citizen. Three of his four sons received a ch 
legiate education, yiz.:—Job, who graduated at Brown Uai 
yersity, Providence, R. L., studied law, located at Casting, 
Maine, and was appointed Judge of Probate for Haneoi 
county in 1804, held that office till 1836, and died July* 






































THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 83 


1§)0; Thomas, a physician, who settled for practice at 
rristol, R. L.; and Rey. Stephen S., a Calvinist Baptist min- 
‘ster, who preached at Attleborough and Bellimgham. 

(88) Abigail, b. July 1, 1742; m, Andrew Cole, of Mid-. 
Weborongh. She d. Jan. 11, 1830. They left no children, 
qnd gaye their property for the spread of the gospel. ‘Their . 
Place was upon Assawomset Neck, in Middleboro’. 

(89) Judith, b. March 5, 1743 ; m. Feb. 25, 1765, Roger 
Haskell, of Middleborough, now Lakeville. She d, March 
38,1806. ‘They owned and occupied the “ Hay Hall” farm 
m Lakeville, They were the parents of Elder Mark Has- 
kell, of Middleborough. 


Eixanan Pemce (No. 29) and wife Hannan Eppy had: 


(90) Eunice, b. Oct. 25, 1743; m. May 25, 1769, Dea. 
‘Amos Nelson, of Middleborough. He was a son of Wiliam 
Nelson and wife Elizabeth Howland, b. in 1743, d. Noy. 11, 
1795, Rev. William, Rev. Samuel, Rey. Ebenezer and 
‘Lient. Abner Nelson were brothers to Dea, Amos. Eunice 
d, May 27, 1783, 

(91) James, b. ——; m. Jan. 20, 1774, Abigail Smith, 
of Middleborough. Asa “minute man ” he promptly re- 
sponded to the first call of his country, at Lexington alarm, + 
Serving as a private soldier in the company of Capt. Isaac 
Wood. The next year we find him a Corporal in Capt. 
Abial Peirce’s company, of Col. Nicholas Dike’s regiment, 
om duty near Boston; and on the 17th of July, 1778, he was 
commissioned Capt. of a company of the local militia m 
Middleborough, known as Beach Woods company (Col. 
Tstael Fearing’s regiment). Capt. James was a member of 
the board of selectmen of Middleborough in 1790, and lib- 
eral in the support of religious institutions, being a leading 
apitit in the Calyinist Baptist society, that worshipped in a 
church*edifice near Assawomset pond, He disposed of his 
aa in Middleborough, and remoyed to the State of New 
York, 
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(92) Patience, b. May 31,1754; m. Sept. 16, 1 Wh 

Seth Spooner, Esq., of Dartmouth, a son of that most n 

tinguished revolutionary patriot, Hon. Walter Spooner, 

Seth Spooner, Esq. represented New Bedford eleven yeu 

in the General Court at Boston. Patience d. Dec. 10, 1815) 

* They were the parents of Paul Spooner, a noted physician, 

and Nathaniel S. Spooner, Judge of the Police Court iy 

at New Bedford. 

7 (93) Job, b. S bins , 178-, Betty Pain, of Prep 

town. He was killed by accident in the summer or fall of 

1790. Betty then m. Crossman, perhaps of Taunton, 

(94) Roba, b. ;m. March 14, 1780, Abner Pitts, of 

Taunton. 

(95) Phebe, b. ; m. Feb, 22, 1799, Benjamin Wing 

low, of Berkley. He was a son of Maj. Ebenezer Winslow 

of Berkley and wife Esther Atwood, and was born June 9, 

: 1744, and died Jan. 29, 1818; grandson of Capt. Josiali 

|: Winslow of Freetown and wife Margaret Tisdale, great 

grandson of Kanelm Winslow, Jr., and great-great-grandson 

of Kanelm Winslow the emigrant, a brother of Gov. It 

ward Winslow. Phebe d. May 19, 1838. 

(96) Judith, b. » 1761; m. Oct. 6, 1796, George 

Williams. She d. March 11, 1832. William was a wealthy, 

farmer, and owned and carried on a farm in Middleboro, 

now Lakeville, near the “ Precinct” village. 

(97) Hlizabeth, b. ——-, 1764; never m. She d. Od 

24, 1843. She probably died in the house where she wit 

born and had always lived, a period of 79 years. The writer) 

remembers to have seen her in his youth, she being then) 

more than seventy years old, a dignified lady, with the 
modest and chaste mamners of the “ old school.” 

Tomas Perrce (No. 30) and wife Resrcca Jones had? 

(98) Arodie, b. Dec. 29, 1750: m. Jemima Cas 

well, of Rochester, Mass. He was a “ minute man,’” and a 

such promptly responded at Lexington alarm, April 1); 

1775. He resided in South Middleborough. 
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- (99) Hliphalet, b. March 4, 1758; m. Feb. 4, 17838, 
Tabitha Bryant. She died Oct. 26, 1837. Hliphalet was 
@ patriot soldier in the war of American Revolution, serving 
in the company commanded by Captain Job Peirce (No. 59). 
Piiphalet died in March, 1827. 

(100) Peirce, b. —— ; m. Joshua Staples, of 
~ Taunton, 





Suapraca Pemce (No, 381), 


As has been remarked, m. Abigail Hoskins, a daughter of 
Henry Hoskins, of Taunton, and granddaughter of William 
Hoskins of that town and wife Sarah Caswell. William and 
Sarah were united in marriage July 3, 1677. Shadrach 
Peirce remoyed with his family from Middleborough in Ply- 
mouth county to Spencer, Worcester county, Mass., where 
he died at an advanced age. ; 
SuapracH Perrce (No. 31) and wife Anicam Hoskins had; 

(101) Sarah, b. in Middleborough, Feb. 1, 1738; m. 
Sept. 14, 1757, George Peirce (No. 66), of that town. 
George died July 17, 1774, and Sarah during her widow- 
hood brought shame upon herself, and great grief and mor- 
tification to her family, by giving birth to an illegitimate son 
(Oct. 16, 1776). She died June 20, 1778, deeply lament- 
ing her improper conduct. This is the second case of bas- 
fardy in the history of the family during a period of one 
hundred and fifty-three years. 

(102) Levi, b. in Middleborough, Feb, 26, 1739; m. 
Feb, 11, 1761, Bathsheba, a daughter of —— Babbett, of 
Berkley. Levi served a brief period in the company of local 
militia sent from Middleborough in 1757, to reittforce Fort 
William Henry. But the danger was over before they had 
proceeded far, and so they returned. (See Roll in office of 
Secretary of State, Boston.) 

Tn an expedition to Crown Point he seryed as a private 
soldier, from April 26 to Dec. 16, 1759, his wages amount- 


ed to fifteen pounds two shillings and two pence, from which 
8 
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was deducted nine shillings and four pence he had taken np 
at the commissary’s, and one shilling advanced to him by hig 
captain, thus leaving a balance due him, on final settlement, 
of fourteen pounds eleven shillings and ten pence, which, 
when reduced to the currency of owr own time, amounts to 
forty eight dollars, fifty-eight cents. 

Leyi probably accompanied his father on his removal fo 
Spencer, Mass., where he resided for a time, but at or near 
the commencement of the war of the Revolution his love 
of the chase led him to the hills of Berkshire, and particular., 
ly in what is now the town of Peru, then abounding in wild 
game, consisting of bears, wolves, deer and foxes. But this 
Sport was for a time at least indulged in only during the winter 
months ; seed time and harvest found him in Worcester 
county, for hoeing and mowing must not to be laid aside for 
hunting. 
| : Wolves were then so plenty on the 'Green Mountain range 

as sometimes to take the track of deer ahead of the put- 
suing hunter and hounds ; and on one occasion of this kind, 
Leyi shot and wounded a wolf, that in its dying agonies bit 
his hound so seyerely as to make it useless for hunting where 
wolf tracks came across its path, for the scent of a wolf 
would ever after cause it to leave further pursuit of the 
game, and retreat with uncontrollable terror. 
Removing to Partridgefield, now Peru, a few years later, 
- * Levi set up a tayern on the high road leading from Boston 
to Bennington; and being a man of probity, honor and striet 
integrity, had great influence for good im the section and 
neighborhood in which he lived. 
He was chairman of the board of Selectmen for the town 
of Partridgefield in 1783 and 1784, and constable in 1788, 
Although neyer making a profession of religion, he was # 
regular attendant on the seryices of the sanctuary, and liberal 
in the support that he rendered its institutions, and sobriety 
insured to his naturally healthy constitution and vigorous 
body a green old age, by which he was enabled to mow a 
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acre of ground that bore one ton and a half of hay at that 
auiting, and complete the same before eleven of the clock in 
the forenoon that he commenced the job—this, too, when 
eighty years of age. His death was occasioned by an acci- 
dental injury received at the age of about 87 years. He died 
January 1, 1826. Bathsheba his wife died Aug. 31, 1830. 

(103) Abigail, b. Jan. 2, 1742; m. James Hathaway, of 
Taunton and afterwards of Spencer (her first cousin). He 
was a son of Meletiah Hathaway and wife Anna Hoskins, 
and born Oct. 28, 1737, grandson of Jacob Hathaway, of 
Freetown, and wife Philip Chase, great-grandson of John 
Hathway, Jr., of Freetown, and great-great-grandson of 
John Hathway, of Taunton, now Berkley.° 

James Hathaway was of the Committee of Correspondence, 
Tnspection and Safety, chosen by the town of Spencer in 
1783, and he was a Selectman of Spencer in 1785 and 
in 1787, and represented that town in the General Court 
seven years. He was a member of the State Convention 
that sat in Boston in 1788, and he voted against ratifying 
the federal constitution. He died in April, 1817. Abigail, 
the wife, died Oct. 21, 1822, 

(104) Lydia, b. Sept. 30,1745; m. Jan. 27, 1763, John 
Howland (No. 79), removed to East Brookfield, Mass. After 
the death of Lydia, John had two more wives, viz.: Beulah 
Bemis, and after her decease m. Mrs. Rachel Perkins (No. ~ 
120), Feb. 25,1790. He died Jan, 13,1810, John How- 
land was commissioned as an Ensign by the Congress of 
Massachusetts Bay, May 19, 1775, and afterwards promoted 
to Lieutenant. 

(105) Shadrach, b. in 1750; m. Anna Bridges. He died 
in 1832, In the History of the Town of Spencer, recently 
published, the name of Shadrach Peirce appears among 
those old soldiers who received pensions for services per- 
formed in the patriot army of the Revolution. 
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Ricwarp Perrce (No. 34) and wife Mary Srumons had: 


(106) Zilpah, b. June 9, 1746; m. Oct. 30, 1770, 
Michael Mosher. He was a private in the company of 
‘** minute men” from Middleborough that responded to the 
call at Lexington alarm, April 19, 1775, and which com- 
pany was commanded by Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57). 

. (107) Jesse, b. July 12, 1747; m. Ruth ; 

(108) Richard, b. ———; m. twice. First, Aug, 99, 
1776, Lydia Booth, of Middleborough. She died, and he 
m. Noy. 28, 1789, Sarah Booth, of Middleborough. 

Ricuarp Pxtrce, Sen. (No. 34) and Lots had: 

(109). Abner,-b. April 2, 1778; m, Lydia Chase. 

(110) Naomi, b. Jan. 19, 1782; m. Aug. 16, 1798, 
Lewis De Moranvyille, of New Bedford, and they removed to 
Windsor, where he was chosen and served as one of the 
School Committee of that town. 





. = (111) Russell, b. June 25, 1784; m, Sybil Chase, of 
\ Freetown. She died May 24, 1855, aged 71 years, 9 months. 


| He lived at Long Plain, Rochester, Mass. 
| (112) Thomas, b. March 1, 1787; m. in 1818, Phebe, a 
\ daughter of Lot Strange, of Freetown. Thomas died Apnil 
é 24, 1850, and was buried in Freetown. She resides in New 
Bedford. 
» (113) Eh, b, Jan. 23, 1789. 
(114) Levi, b. May 25, 1792. 
(115) Preserved, b. March 14, 1794; m. ———, of 
Webster. ~ 
(116) Zadoc, b. April 19, 1796. 
(117) Philip, b. Jan. 30, 1798; m. Mary Keith, of Free 
town. 
(118) Lois, b. ——; m.—— Dunham. 
(119) Lemuel, b. -; m. Rebecca C. Glover. 
The town authorities of Middleborough in or. before 1815, 
and the Overseers of the Poor of Lakeyille recently, denied 
that Richard the parent and Lois were eyer married, or if they 
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were, asserted it to be illegal, as Mary the first wife was alive 
and she and Richard not divorced while the latter was co- 
habiting with Lois. 


Hirxiia Pemce (No. 35) and wife Hannan Baraes had: 


(120) Rachel, b. March 29, 1749; m. Sept. 25, 1769, 

Jolm Perkins, of Middleborough ; and for second husband, 
John Howland (No, 79) of East Brookfield. She survived 
her second husband several years, and died in Brookfield 
with the children of her husband born of a former wife. 

(121) Hannah, b. Jan. 24, 1751; m. Seth Chase, of 
Freetown. He died in 1802. She was a woman of uncom- 
fortable and morose disposition, that made her a very dis- 
agreeable associate. She became a town pauper and died 
in May, 1841. : 

(122) Uriah, b. March 29, 1753; was a private sol- 
fier in the company of “‘ minute men,” raised at East Free- 
town under Capt. Levi Rounsevilly and responded to the call 
known as Lexington alarm. He was also a soldier in 
Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s company in 9th regiment of Con- 
finental army. Later in the Revolutionary war, we find 
Uriah a soldier in Capt. Henry Peirce’s company of Lieut. 
Col, Ebenezer White's regiment, on duty at Rhode Island. 

(123) Wealthy, b. June 6, 1755; m. Darius Chase, of 
Freetown. He was aman possessing considerable property, 
md in 1799 was Treasurer of Freetown. Became addicted 
to the intemperate use of strong drink, lost his property, 
and was finally very poor. He died Dec. 8, 1822, She died 
May 18, 1824. : 

(124) Yadoc, b. March 6, 1758. He was a fifer in the 
company commanded by Capt. L. Rounsevill, of the 9th 
Tegiment of the Continental army. 

(125) Eli, b. Aug. 24, 1760. 

(126) Chloe, b. Dec. 25, 1762; m. April 3, 178-, David 
Chase, of Freetown ; m. second, John Thresher, of Middle- 


borough. He died suddenly from a cramp in the stomach, 
gt ane 

































90 THE PEIRGOE FAMILY, 


Feb. 15, 1804, aged 42 years. He was ason of Job Thresh- 
er. She died March 17, 1887. t 

(127) Chartley, b. April 6, 1765 ; m. Nov. 3, 1782, Gil 
bert Chase, of Freetown. She died Noy. 2, 1838. . He died 
while absent from home, and was buried in the city of New 
York. He was an enterprising man, but met with many dis- 
couragements in life, and finally failed in business, and fol. 
lowing the example set him by his wife, took to drink. He 
was naturally generous and kind, anda good neighbor. 

(128) Barbary, b. June 20, 1767! 

(129) Wait, b. Feb, 2, 1770; m. Cory. She lett” 
Freetown many years age, and went to a distant part of the 
country, where she married, and tradition says gave birth to 
triplets, all sons, and christened them with the names of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 










Apranam Prrrce (No. 43) and wife Resrcoa Newers had: — 
(130) , a daughter, who m. Abraham Lothrop, : 





Cunistoper Prrrcr (No. 44) and wife Lypra Macoun had: 

(131) Christopher, b. April 12, 1794; m. Abigail 5, 
Rand. He died Jan, 26, 1847. 

(182) Deborah, b. ——; neyerm. Is dead. 

(133) Lydia, b. ; m. Samuel McFarlan. Shes 
still living, at the age of about 80 years. 

(184) Lucy, b. ; m. John McFarlan. She is dead. 








Danret Perrce (No. 45) and wife Exizanrra Prrerson had 


(135) Betsey, b. inPembroke, Aug. 10, 1792; m, Dec. 25, 
1814, Comfort Bates, a manufacturer of cotton goods. They 
resided at Pembroke and at Middleborough, and in 182) 
remoyed to Plymouth, where they still live. 

(136) Daniel, b. 1794; he was a hatter; d.in Bridge 
water, May 19, 1819. Elizabeth the mother of this family 
lived to the age of 94 years, and she had eight brothers and 
sisters, no one of whom failed to attain three score and tl 
years. 
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Dayip Prarce (No. 53) and wife had : 


(137), David, b. Jan. 18, 1766; m. Noy. 7, 1793, Re- 
becca Russell, of Charlestown. She was a daughter of Dr. 
Charles Russell. David graduated at Harvard College in 
1788, and became a merchant in Boston. 

(138) John, b. 

(139) Abigail, b. in 1774; m. Benjamin P. Homer, of” 
Boston, an opulent merchant of that city. She diedin 1811. 





JosrrH Pemcr (No, 54). 


He died in New Gloucester, Maine, in 1837, aged about 
90 years. I cannot learn that he had a wife or family. 


Colonel Witt1am Prarcn (No. 55) and wife had: 


(140) Susannah, b. Oct. 12, 1774. 

(141) William, b. Feb. 5, 1777; was at first a mariner, 
and then became a merchant in Boston till his appointment 
to the office of Collector. of the Port of Gloucester. He was 
twice elected a Representative to the General Court, viz. : 
in 1806 and 1807, and held the office of President of Glou- 
cester Bank till his death, Dec. 14, 1841. When quite a 
young man he held the office of Assistant Surgeon of the 
third Essex regiment. 

(142) Henry, b. Aug. 12, 1781. 

(143) Betsey, b. April, 1784. 

(144) Samuel, b. March 1, 1788. 

(145) George W., b. Oct. 30, 1791. He xeceived from 
the Government of the United States the appointment of Col- 
lector of the Port of Gloucester, and represented that town 
in the State legislature in 1841. 

(146) Nancy, b. March 4, 1794. 


Joun Prmcr (No. 56), 
Who d. at Shutesbury, Franklin county, Mass., Jan. 9, 
1823, at the advanced age of 91 years, was eldest of the six 
sons of Ebenezer Peirce, of Middleboro’, in Plymouth county, 


i 
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and wife Mary Hoskins, of Taunton, and b. in that part of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, March 7, 1731. The paternal 
mansion where his eyes first beheld the light, in which he 
first drew breath and entered upon a long and weary earthly 
pilgrimage of more than four score and ten years, has long 
sittte been demolished, its very foundations removed, and 
site so changed by the obliterating labors of plow and hoo, 
as to leave scarce a yestige behind; a slight mdentation in 
the ground, so slight, indeed, as hardly to attract the notice 
of a passing traveller, bemg all that remains to show where 
he was born. The scenes of his childhood now exist ouly 
in ‘fond recollection,” for the cottage is demolished, the 
meadow grown oyer with trees and bushes, and even the 
well where hung the oaken “ moss-covered bucket” filled 
up, closed over, and changed like “ eyery loved spot that his 
infaney knew.” But should any of his numerous posterity 
in future years feel desirous to know the precise locality, wa 
will assist them to find it by adding that it is not far from 
the residence of Mr. George Hoar, and a short distance 
south of the county read leading from Taunton to New 
Bedford. 

One command of the Scripture, at least, did the parents of 
Johu Peirce obey. ‘They did their part towards replenish 
ing-the earth, and were too bountifully blessed in the num 
ber of their posterity to keep all their children at home 
Indeed, the parent hive became so filled and oyer-stocked as 
to make the act of swarming occasionally necessary; and 
John Peirce, on arriving to manhood, and taking a wite, as) 
he did at the age of twenty-four years, became ‘possessed of 
a farm on the old stage road leading from Taunton to New 
Bedford, and near the Hay Hall, so called, in Middleboud, 
now Lakeville. With the foresight that has usually charae 
terized the Peirce family, he had probably provided the cage 
for his bird before catching it, and it is therefore quite salt 
to conclude that he and Sarah his first love went into occu 
pancy in or about the year of grace 1755. 
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We have already ventured the remark that mothers have 
more to do with determining the character of children than 
fathers; aud as this is addressed to and written mainly for 
the benefit of their posterity, it would be unpaydonable to 
omit what we have been enabled to gather concerning the 
ancestry of his ‘** Brrrer Harr.” 

Sarah Rounsevill was the first daughter and eldest child 
of Capt. John Rounseyill, of Freetown, then Tiverton, and 
wile Sarah Holloway, and was b, in 1731. Capt. Rounsevill 
owed his title to the fact that King George II. (in 1751) con- 
ferred upon him the commission of Captain of the. 3d com- 
pany of militia in Freetown, an honor then seldom meted 
outsaye to scions of the first families. In her father’s 
house were many mansions, and his ample apartments, with 
miusual convenience for the accommodation of travellers, 
rather than the want of business to obtain a livelihood, made 
Capt. John the tavern keeper of the settlement. We said 
that he was the tayern keeper, but the antique and elaborate 
‘sign board, still preserved by a lineal descendant,* shows 
that the gallant Captain was not above sharing that honor 
with his wife, for in addition to the skilful workmanship 
of the carpenter, the painter comes in for praise in so faith- 
fully delineating full moons, and last, not least, the words 
“Crit Exrerrammenr sy I. & §. R.” 

Capt. John Rounsevill was a son of Philip Rounsevill the 
emigrant, b. in 1706, and d. Noy. 14, 1783. Philip emi- 
grated to this country about the year 1700. He was by 
trade a clothier or cloth dresser, remarkably possessed with 
the faculty of “taking time by the forelock,” and however 
industriously he may have labored with his hands, the enor- 
Tous estate (so very disproportionate, both in extent and 
Value, to that of any of his neighbors) which he was enabled 
to collect, and of which at his decease he was possessed, 
tonld neyer haye been acquired by any one man save by that 


* Capt. Marcus M. Rounseyill, of Freetown. 
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* calculation which is better than hard work.” It is doubt 
ful whether his neighbors and coadjutors were more surprised 
at his remarkable success in life, than are those of the present 
day who, reviewing his acts, discover that intuitive foresight 
which taught him to go into the wild woods and select just 
the sites and tracts that became most valuable, and thus en 
abled him to levy tribute on others by his power to forestall 
their movements. One of his favorite plans was to purchase 
lands which others discarded as worthless. But when mill 
sites became wanted, Philip Rounsevill was found to holt 
the key to almost every stream, brook or riyuwlet haying an 
available water power, for miles around. Those who hal 
laughed at his purchase of land that would “starve grass 
hoppers,” to theix cost found this land not only helped to 
hold the world together, but hereon was the site of a valna- 
ble mill privilege, just such as they coveted, and his ‘* Skunks 
misery,” full of rocks, and good for nothing as it was thought, 
like the rock of desolate Gibraltar controlled mighty waters. 
But wit and wealth 


‘* could not save 

His mortal body from the graye ;” 

and so ‘“‘the rich man died and was buried,” and marking 
"the spot of his interment still stands a handsomely finished 
tomb-stone, bearing an inscription, setting forth that he de 
ceased Nov, 6th, 1768, in his 86th year, and also that li 
«was born att hunnetun in devonshire in old England.” 4 
letter written at Honnetun, England, in 1709, is till in thi 
possession of the lineal descendants of Philip Rounsevill,! 
whom it was addressed by his father William Rounsevill) 
that place. The following is a copy: 


** Honiton march y® tz day 178-9. 

Dutifull son. I Received a Last Letter in December 1705 whifl 
was dated December ye 25: 1704 and this being ye sixth Letter 
haue sent to you since and neyer had any Answer from you and! 
you Recieve this Letter I would have you to send a letter to me y 
may know where it is y’ you Live and I think it very strange y' you 
not send to me till you have an Answer from me for you know wi 
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fo send to me and I do not know where to send to you, but when I 
seid to you itis by (word unintelligible) and you know how apt let- 
ters are to be miscaried at such a distance, and therefore send letters to 
me till you Recieve one from me for TI shall have an occasion ‘to send 
fo you within one yeares time. Your Brother Thomas is maried and 
Tam in good health, and so are your Brothers and sisters and I hope 
these Lines will finde you in good health as we are Blessed be God 
for it, 
Tam sorry to heare of your trobles and Afflictions y' you have mett 
with since you left this Land, and I pray God y‘ it may be a means to 
make you stick Closer to your Duty and to look up to Heayen for a 
Blessing and I shall never be wanting in my Prayers for you for my 
Hart was never Hardened against you and I desire ye Lord Almity to 
Bless keep and Preserve you, and so I must leave you to ye Protection 
‘of him y' keeps man and Beast and do not forget to send to me, and 
then in so Doing you will oblige your Affectionate Father. This with 
my love and your sister Janes to you. 
I am your Affectionate Father, 

WitiiAmM RounsEveEtt.” 


The farm of John Peirce in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, 
is the same since owned by Noah Clark, Esq. The place 
is sadly out of repair, and has an air of neglect, dilapidation 
and rapid decay strongly contrasting with the neat, trim and 
irifty appearance it presented when seen by the writer in 
he days of his boyhood; for then, like the residence of 
4ord Timothy Dexter, 


“The house was large and painted sreen,”” 


mM good repair, and the three large barns, all with tight, well 

Kept roofs, and newly painted, gaye an air of plenty and 

Well-to-do in life. . 

John Peirce sold his lands in Middleboro’, and purchasing 

of Ebenezer Learned, Esq. a farm of one hundred acres in 

Osford, Worcester county, remoyed there in or near 1778,* 
md Jan, 21st, 1780, bought of Rey. Abraham Hill, 305 

icres of land in Shutesbury, Franklin county, and locating 

thereon spent the remainder of his life. For the last pur- 
thase he paid eleyen thousand pounds, but this must have 


been im a depreciated currency. <A farm of 30 acres on 
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pond to Quitecus, which farm was conveyed (June 21, 1757), 
by deed of. gift to John Peirce by his father, was sold by tle 
former to his brother Capt. Job Peirce (Feb. 25, 1761) for 
the sum of one hundred and five pounds, I think that fam 
has been known as the “ Lewis Place.” John Peirce wasa 
leading man among the Calvinist Baptists in his neighbor 
hood, and the records of that denomination show that the 
Shutesbury church was organized at his house (Feb. 19) 
1781), and from the same authority «we learn that he wag 

made ‘ Querister” Sept. 5, 1785. 
Joun Pemcr (No. 56) and wife Sanan RounseviLt had: 
(147) Abiah, b, in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, Dec. 24, 
1756; m. Samuel Wood, of Middleboro’. They removed to 
Shutesbury. 
(148) Nathan, b. in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, June) 
24.1758. He was a private soldier in the patriot army in] 
the war of the American Revolution, serving in the compily 
commanded by his uncle Capt. Abial Peirce, which was iv 
Col. Dike’s regiment, and also in the company of his uncle 
‘Job Peirce, in Rhode Island. Went with his father to 
Shutesbury, where he remained till far adyanced in yeas, 
when he removed to the State of Vermont and there diel, 
He m. Anna Hoar. 
(149) A child, b. at date unknown; d. in Middlebort 
some time’in Noy. 1761, as from the following copy of al 
official document will fully appear. 
PLYMOUTH SS. Mippienoroven, Nov. 7, 175th: 
sswhereas application has been this Day made to me the Subserihtt 
one of his majesties Justices of the Peace for the County of Plymott 
by Lt. Thomas Nelson at the request of John Peirce of middleborolgh 
aforesaid for Liberty (as the law Directs) to bury the s* John Perth) 
Child Deceast on the Sabath day. These are therefore to give Leatt 
or License for the said John Peirce (and any other persons assistitify) 
to bury his Child Deceased on noy. 8 being.Lords day any time alt 
the afternoon Exercises of public worship is over. 
“Josnrm Tingnam Justice of pei) 
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(150) Judith, b. Aug. 10, 1761; m. Dr. Moses Spear, 
of Shutesbury. He was elected Deacon of the Calvinist 
Baptist church in Shutesbury, June 12, 1759, and d. in 1813. 

(151) Jacob, b. at date unknown; d. young, in Middle- 
boro’. 

(152) John, b. March 1, 1766; m. Sarah Hoskins, of 
Shutesbury. He d. April 23, 1841. She d. May 30, 1849, 
aged 83. 

(153) Mary, b. Sept. 22, 1767; m. Deacon Joseph Hos- 
kins, of Shutesbury. * He was elected Deacon of the Cal- 
yinist Baptist church in Shutesbury, May 1, 1806, and d. 
Noy. 27, 1831. 

(154) Sarah, b. Aug. 4, 1768; m. J acob Church, of 
Shutesbury. 

(155) Lois, b. March 1, 1772; m.—— Thayer, —— 
Record, and Crosby. 

(156) Eunice, b. ; m. Ensign Henry Hoskins, of 
Prescott. He was commissioned Ensign in a company of 
the local militia of Prescott, April 19, 1809. Honorably 
discharged Feb. 11, 1815. 

By second wife Lucy Asuury, had: 

(157) Matilda, b. Jan. 9,1777; m. May 24, 1795, James. 
Thompson, of Pelham. She d. in Pelham, Sept. 10, 1861. 
He was b. in Pelham, June 8, 1771, and d. there June 10, 
1839. 

(158) Peleg, b. June 22, 1778; m. Ruth Hamilton, of 
Shutesbury. She was b. Sept. 21, 1780, and d, April 9, 
1854. He was commissioned Ensign of the company of 
local militia of Shutesbury, June 24,1807. Promoted to 
Lieut, May 2, 1809. He d. Sept. 14, 1889. Thought to 
have committed suicide. He accumulated a large property, 
and was a man of superior natural abilities. : 

(159) Abigail, b. Oct. 22, 1780; m. four times, First, 
— Church; second, Eleazer Goodman; third, —— Davids; 
and fourth, John Campbell. 

No sre were born of John Peirce’s third wife Eliza- 
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beth Reed. She was sister to Priscilla, the wife of Abr 

Peirce, of Middleboro’, All the children of John Peiry 
appear to have been born before his removal to Shutesbury 
except Abigail, the youngest of thirteen. 


Capt. Anran Pemcer (No. 57), 


Second son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24), and wife Mary 
Hoskins, was born in Middleboro’, Sept. 10, 1733. OF his 
birth-place the little that can be said has already been related 
in the biographical sketch of his brother, John Peirce, about 
two years his senior. Abial, from all that can be gathered, 
we are led to conclude was “ the flower of his father’s fami. 
ly.” Tis address was pleasing and of winning mannaw, 
This, heightened by a fine form and features of manly beat 
ty, gave him a commanding person ; and his honest, generous 
heart, the main-spring of noble impulses for which he was 
eyer through life remarkable, at once stamped him as a lead- 
er of men in the tumultuous times in which he lived. By 
turning to the dusty record of our colonial history, the reader 
will see that when Abial Peirce had reached the age of eleven 

years the old French War began, and ended when he was 
scarcely fifteen, so that he was too young for a soldier, butd 
just the right age to swallow down with a keen relish stories a! 
the sanguinary field, and throw up his cap and shout when 
news of taking Louisburg, that Gibraltar of America, wil 
received. Doubtless many a time, when snugly ensconodl 
in bed, sheltered by the paternal roof and carefully provit 
ed for against every want by an affectionate father and # 
loying mother’s hands, he repined at the fortune which had 
made him too young for a soldier in that war, where for 
fourteen successive nights our soldiers, sinking to their knee 
in mud, drew the artillery* three miles across a swamp whol 





* Wheels could not he used, owing to the softness of the ground, and the sdlilfen! 
constructed sledges on which they loaded the cannon, and with straps over tliit 
shoulders, wading to their knees in mud, performed labor beyond the power of oxi, 
in hauling the cannon to the desired position, ’ 
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lyimpassable for teams of horses, mules or neat cattle ; which 
‘seeming inconsistency is only another of the numberless 
proofs that 
** Man is a military animal ; 
Glories in gunpowder and Joves parade.” 

He had but just attained his majority when hostilities 
were renewed, and war again declared between England and 
France, involving their American colonies in the broil, and 
making our soil the theatre of many bloody encounters. The 
loyalty and zeal exhibited by him, together with his courage 
and good conduct, soon procured his appomtment to the 
commission of a Lieutenant in the army of the frontier. This, 
considering his youth, and the fact that his family were plain 
country folk, having little influence at home, and no friends 
at court, was indeed a distinction of which he might well be 
excused for indulging a little pride, as there were many am-- 
hitious men of means, who, backed by family influence and 
several years his seniors, had not yet sueceeded in being so 
tecoenized by rayalty as to secure the royal parchment bear- 
ing the broad seal of kingly authority. No wonder, then, 
that the days of his honeymoon should be shortened, and the 
‘song of “ loye’s young dream” give place to “ God save the 
King ;” that with a hurried kiss he bade farewell to his 
young wife, who so recently stood with him before the altar, 
to offer himself as a sacrifice at the altar of his country’s 
honor ; and girding his armor on, went 

** Marching down toward Quebec, 
Where the drums were loudly beating.” 

The scriptural provision contained in the 5th verse of the 
44th chapter of Deuteronomy,* which Col. Byfield set up 
&$ an excuse for not responding to his country’s call, had no 
charm for Abial Peirce, who ere long, 


** By the struggling moonbeams misty light,” 
Te se ee ee 
; 2 “When a man hath taken a new wife he shall not go out to war, neither shall 
he be charged with any business, but he shall be free at home one year, and shall 
Cheexup his wife which he hath taken,’*—Deut. xxiy. 5. 
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was seen patiently plodding his weary way Up the rugged 
heights of Abrabam, close upon the heels of his brave com- 

mander so soon to die at the moment of glorious victory. 
The sun, not of Austerlitz, but Quebec, fated Quebec, did 
Lieut. Abial Peirce see rise on the morning of the memori- 
ble 13th of Sept. 1759, from the bloodless plains of Abra- 
ham, that, ere the grand luminary of day reached his meri- 
dian height, had been the site of a sanguinary battle result- 
ing in a loss to the Kingdom of France, which, under her 
various forms of government during more than a century of 
years, she has neyer been able to retrieve. 

‘© No shout disturbed the night, 

Before that fearful fight 5” 
for, added to great courage, good conduct was required* for 
. the accomplishment of so difficult an undertaking ; and a 
tradition long handed down in the Peirce family assures 0s 
that on this particular occasion Lieut. Abial Peirce} was 
detached from his company and detailed to serve as a tem- 
porary aid de camp upon the numerous staff of the chiel 
commander ; the proper transmission of orders—where troops 
were to move under coyer of night in the face of the enemy, 
to gain equal footing by stealth and strategy where the foe 
had a most decided advantage of position and fully able ‘0 
maintain that advantage should this attempt to * steal the 
march” upon them be discovered—requiring great cautiol 
and sound judgment. None but men upon whom the utmost 


# ‘The light infantry of Six William Howe’s division scrambled up the precipi 
and dispersed the French guard under Capt. de Verger, (Lossive’s Henn Book, 
p. 186.) 

The French euard, who could not comprehend the noise below, fired doyyn tht 
precipice at random ; they all fled but the Captain (de Verger), who -was ywordall 
and taken prisoner, and begged the British officers to sign a certificate of his coniay, 
and fidelity lest he should be punished for acceptinga brihe, in the bolief that Wolly 
hold enterprise would be deemed impossible without corruption, (Losstxa’s Frila 
Boor, pp. 186, 187.) 

+ That Abial Pierce was at this particular time a Lieutenant in that army a8 nil 
only tradition, but the Prench and Indian War Rolls at the State House, Bost: 
show him to have held that rank and commission from May 4th to Dec. 16th, 1h 
This battle was September 13, 1759. He was commissioned a Captain in 1760, 
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reliance could be placed would be selected to aid in the trans- 
mission of orders upon which so much depended, and such 
was Abial Peirce believed to be; nor was that judgment in 
error, or that confidence misplaced. 

Tn short, so well did each act his part that in darkness 
fiye thousand troops were landed in good order, and by rug- 
ged paths deemed impassable had climbed a precipice of 
three hundred feet, and before sunrise the next morning 
were drawn up in battle array upon the Plains of Abraham. 

The appearance of the English troops upon the heights 
is said to have been the first. intimation that the French Gen- 
eral gained of the real intentions of his enemy; and seeing 
the imminent danger to which he was now exposed, lost 
no time in marshalling his whole army and commencing the 
attack, and before 


“ The sun had drunk 
The dew that lay upon the morning grass,”’ 


two mighty armies were hotly engaged in a desperate conflict. 


** The battle closed on every side, 
No slackness there was found, 
And many « gallant gentleman 
Lay gasping on the ground.”’ 

‘Tis but simple justice to say that the French soldiers and 

their Indian allies fought bravely. They 
“* Fought eye to eye and hand to hand, 
Alas! "twas bat to die; 
The musket’s deadly flash 
Scorched eagle plame and wampum sash, 
The hatchet hissed on high.” 

Headed by the brave but unfortunate General, the Mar- 
qs de Montcalm, the charge of the French regiments Lan- 
guedoc, Bearne and Guienne became terrible ; but the order 
of Wolfe to his men to load with two bullets each, and re- 
serve fire till the French should be within forty yards, was 
sirictly obeyed, and then double-shotted guns so decimated 
their ranks 


‘© hat down they sunk in crimson heaps, 


ox Like tho ripe corn the sickle reaps.”’ 


—— SO 
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Closing the frightful gaps in their lines, still on and om 
they came, while in rapid succession and double dealing — 
death the English soldiers delivered their fires with fatal 
precision and stunning sound, echoing and re-echoing over 
field and flood, and rolling through the sky like tones of 


*¢ Thunder tramping deep and loud.” 


Bre long the French are thrown into confusion, and the 
English in turn charge furiously with their bayonets, and 
now 

‘ The conflict glows with rage severe, 
And fearless ranks in combat mixed appear,” 

General Wolfe, upon the right of the English line, and 
at the head of the 28th regiment ‘* Lowisburg Grenadiers,’ 
while urging on his battalions, was singled gut by some 
Canadians, from whose fire he receiyed a wound in the wrist; 
and then 

« A musket ball death-winged pierced his groin, 

And widely oped the swift current of bis yeins'; ”” 
and afew moments afterwards another struck him in the 
breast and brought him mortally wounded to the ground. 
“ Support me,” said the dying man, “let not my soldiers see 
me drop "—* The day is ours, keep it.” And now the Eng. 
lish shout of triumph is raised over the field; “* They mm, 
they run, they give way everywhere,” escapes from thot 
gands of voices, for the French were retreating and being 
slaughtered by hundreds with the bayonet and broad swort. 
The light momentarily returns to the eyes of the dying herd,” 
who eagerly asks, “‘ Who fly?” and being told it was the 
French, exclaimed, “Now God be praised, I die happy,” 
and immediately expired. 

Those words, so often repeated, and which haye so many 
thousand times sent a thrill through the veins of young sit 
dents of our country’s history, it is claimed that Lieut. Abii 
Peirce heard Gen. Wolfe utter; that he saw his death, and 
joined the sorrow of those who witnessed his departure ; and 
many years after, when he had joined the colonists in Wag 
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ing war against the King to whom he owed his first com- 
mission, and fought against the flag under which he then 
bravely battled, he could never relate the story of the death 
‘of General Wolfe without shedding tears. 

The loss of this battle was to the French the beginning 
of a speedy and permanent end of power and dominion on 
the continent of North America, for through the length and 
breadth of Canada victory everywhere perched upon the 
proud Ensign of Old England. The flag 

; * That’s braved a thongand years 
The battle and the breeze,” 
was signally triumphant. And as the victorious cohorts of 
King George II. “ came marching home again,” fresh from 
the slanghter, “ women came out of all the” hamlets of yan- 
Kee land to meet them with joy; the tongue of each man, 
Woman and child moved but in unison to their praise ; pulpit 
and press were rife with thanksgiving, and things secu- 
lar and things sacred, from divine worship to dancing, from 
the wine drank at the Lord’s supper to the draught in the 
pot house, from prayers to vulgar jests, from the solemn 
strains of the deep-toned organ to the squeaking of tHe fri- 
volous fiddle (then deemed an abomination), from Bible 
to bass drum — all, all joined in giving quickening im- 
“pulse and tone to the spirit of general rejoicing, Who that 
witnessed these things could have had a vision sufficiently 
Prophetic to foretell what the short space of fifteen years 
Would reveal on the part of the mother country; and still 
less, what in the seven succeeding years of war and bloodshed, 
the colonists, by dint of unyielding constancy and perse- 
Nerance, would be enabled to accomplish! Had England 
received all she demanded, it was but a trifle not worth 
Soing to war for; but nothing save perversity of will seems 
to have governed the councils of the King. On the other 
hand, the colonists could much better have afforded to meet 
the demands made upon their purse, than brook the insult 
to theix principles. Tt was very plain to see that a “family 
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quarrel,” that most deadly and worst of all * wars,” Was’ 
brewing. 
«© Alas! how light a cause may move 
Dissension between hearts that love,”” 

Capt. Abial Peirce, the veteran officer, who for fifteen 
years had boasted not as he that girdeth on the harness, but 
as he that putteth it off, is alive to passing events, and deep: 
ly pained at their recital. ‘The remembrance of the kind 
ness and consideration of the old King* (now recently des 
ceased), who conferred on him in early manhood that com 
mission which made him the envy of his neighbors, pleady 
eloquently to his noble, generous heart, and sorrowtfully asks, 
will you, can you possibly repay guch an act by fighting 
against the son and representative of your greatest bene 
factor? Again, Abial Peirce knew the strength of the 
friendship acquired by those who share dangers together, 
cemented by mutual suffering and sealed with blood ; aut, 
adhere to which party he may in this struggle, he will be 
compelled to meet in deadly combat those with whom he hav’ 
fought shoulder to shoulder and for whom he would hay 
sacrificed his life—men, perchance, to whose honor be had 
formerly entrusted secrets to be conyeyed to his sorrowug 
family in case of his death, and in whom he had reposed ti 
confidence of true friendship before which that usually de 
nominated friendship by the conventionalities of society sink’ 
into utter insignificance. He probably fully realized the 
truth of the saying— 

‘ War is a game that, were their people wise, 

Kings could not play at.” 
But to a man like Abial Peirce, governed as he was by cane 
scientious convictions of right, there was and could be “m™ 
discharge in that war,” while he was able in any proper way 


* Qyadition in the family informs us that it cost him a terrible struggle of mibl 
to accept a commission and fight against the power to which he had sworn allegian 
on taking his former commissions, 
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to forward the right and oppose the wrong; and his mind 
being made up to fight for his country, he 

* Took the field as a freeman should, 

To battle for the public good,” 

commanding a company of minute men who quickly yol- 
wnteered to follow in his lead; and we soon after find him 
combating for the Colonial cause as a Captain under orders 
from the Continental Congress, and in the regiment of Col. 
Nicholas Dike. (See Lexington alarm and Revolutionary 
Rolls at State House, Boston.) For copy of Rolls, see page 
62 of this book. 

The war being over, Capt. Abial Peirce returned to his 
home, comparatively poor in purse, but rich in good works ; 
and an unsuccessful enterprise in navigation nearly drained 
his scanty pocket of the pittance that remained. This was 
soon followed by a stroke of the palsy, that rendered him 
physically helpless, and hurried him on to the verge of 
poverty. Yet would not this man, who had imperilled 
his life in two wars, and from the incident exposure and 
fitigue laid the foundation for the disease that now bound 
him as in chains, ask a pension of the Government his suf- 
ferings had done so much to establish. And although his 
Iie was prolonged and his earthly sufferings continued near- 
ly thirty years after the successful close of the conflict, and 
the land that had been laid waste by the desolating and 
desecrating hand of war now blossomed like the rose—the 
peor haying become rich, the weak powerful—his firm re- 
Solve, immovable as his honest convictions of propriety and 
Tight, ever remained unshaken. Sufficient to his day was 
the evil thereof; and something would ever present itself to 
Mect for the present each successive want, so that the vet- 
tran hero and nature’s nobleman was never subjected to the 
Mortification of accepting anythmg from the hand of charity. 
He d. Dee, 26, 1811, and was buried in South Middleboro’. 

Hannah Canedy, the first wife of Capt. Abial Peirce, was 
idaughter of William Canedy, Esq., of Taunton, and wife 
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Elizabeth Eaton, and granddaughter of Alexander Canedy, 
a Scotch emigrant who settled at Plymouth. Walliam, the 
father, owned the farm now occupied by William Peirce in 
Taunton, and on the “old Rhode Island Road,” so called, 
or way that led from Plymouth to Newport, where for some 
years he kept a tavern. Of a company raised to fight the 
| Indians in Maine, Wm. Canedy received the commission of 
an Ensign, but ere long, upon the recommendation of Col 
: Isaac Winslow,* of Marshfield, was promoted to Lieutenant. 


A Cory or Cot. Winstow’s LETTER. 


mw 


« May it please your Hon’ 
«this comes by Ensign Canada who I percieve has had some hope of 
your Honors favoring him with a-Leiut Commission which if ithé 
acceptible to all that are concerned he being very deserving of it in 
my opinion having acquited himself very well ever since he hath been 
out. thus beging your favor for him I am your most obedient servant 
Scituate January Isaac WINSLOW, 
the 17: 1723 
As Lieutenant he was entrusted with the command of a 
small garrison that held a fort at St. George’s River, whieli 
fort on the 25th of Dec., 1723, sustained a furious attack 
of the savages; Williamson’s account, in second Volume of 
History of Maine, page 124, being as follows : 
« Being fortunate enough to take two prisoners who gaye, 
them intelligence concerning the indefensible condition of 
the garrison, the assailants, about 60 in number, were ely 
couraged to prosecute the siege for thirty days with ‘a reste 
lution, or rather madness, that was desperate. They seemel 
to be flushed with the absolute certainty of compelling # 
surrender of the fort. But Capt, Kennedy, the commu 
ing officer, being a man of intrepid courage, held out till 
Col. Westbrook arrived and put the enemy to flight.” 


ae ee SS SS 
% This Isaao Winslow was a son of Gov. Josiah and grandson of Goy. Edw 
Winslow, and father of Gen. John Winslow, of Neutral French notoriety. 
regiment at that time probably embraced all the Local militia of Plymouth Cov 
and Isaac Winslow, of Marshfield, was Col. ; John Cushing, of Seituate, Tia 
Gol, ; and Tsxae Lothrop, of Plymouth, Major, ‘The recommendation was i 
* Lient, Governor. 
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Canedy was not a Captain at that time, for I have seen 
the letter which is still on file in the State House at Boston, 
and written by Canedy’s superior officer, recommending his 
promotion to Captain for his braye and meritorious conduct 
in saving that fort. The tattered fragments of a commission 
now in the possession of Capt. John W. Canedy, of Lake- 
ville, show that Governor Drummer did confer on William 
Canedy the rank and commission of Captain, and a tradition 
in the Canedy family says that Capt. C. was further reward- 
ed by the present of a township of land in Maine, He also 
soon after received the commission of a Justice of the 
Peace, and was made Captain of the 5th Company of the 
local militia of Tauntont* 


In the Precinct burial ground of Taunton and Lakeville, 
stands an old brown stone bearing the following inscription : 


‘In memory of 
Witiiam Canepy, Esq’, 
Who Dec" June y* 232 
1774 in y* 86" year 
of his age.” 


** Silent the Warrior lies. He shall no more 
Scurge the wild Natives of the Eastern Shore, 
His honorable Titles with Him fall, 
He leayes behind him friends and earthly all. 
His Soul immortal was it calmed with Peace 
Before it fled? his joys shall never cease. 
Go widowed Consort, trust in God most high, 
Children bereaved to Heaven for Grace now cry, 
That after Death to Glory you may rise above the Sky.*? 


SS SSS SS ee es 
* The commission as Captain of the 5th company of the local militia in the town 

of Trunton bore the date of April 19, 1754. That company was in the 3d regiment 

of Bristol County. Bphraim Leonard, of N. orton, was Col.; Samuel White, of 
siinton, Lieut, Col. ; and George Leonard, Jr., of Norton, Major. - 

_ Aveturn made to the Goyernor three years later will show of whom that company 

an tho local militia. consisted, That reburn is on file in the office. of the Secretary of 


Alliét of the fifth foot company in Taunton, under the command of Oapt. William 


: John Williams, Ephraim Dean, Benjamin Paul, Josiah Andrus. 
: Zachariah Padloford, Henry Hoskins, Josiah Macomber, Israel Dean, 
wWamers : Jacob Williams, George Eliot. Privates: Nathaniel Andrus, Dayid 
us) head Brigus, Thomas Chase, Job Chase, Onisemus Cambell, Barnabus 
dy, Abial Caswell, Moses Keen, Jonathan King, Josiah Dean, Abraham Dean, 
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Capt. Anran Perrce* (No, 57) and wife Hannan Caney 
had: 
(160) William, b. June 2, 1759; m. Ist, Lydia Peny, 
of Middleboro’, Mass.; 9d, Layina Benton. He d. Nov, 5,” 
1812, being in the military service of the United States, 

(161) Nathan, b. Nov. 11, 1762; m. Mary Rider, at 
Middleboro’. Hed. Jan. 10, 1817. “Was drowned. They 
lived in Maine. It was thought that he was robbed and then 
thrown overboard. 

(162) Selah, b. Dec. 26, 1764; m. Elisha Clark, of Ro 
chester, Mass. She d. Aug. 30, 1817. They lived i 


Goldsboro’, Maine. 
(163) Charity, b. Oct. 28, 1766; m. Silas Williams, of: 


Raynham. 
(164) Hannah, b. Sept, 22, 1768; m. Godfrey Robinson) 


of Raynham, April 6, 1790. She d. May 25, 1846. Hedi 
July 27,1816. He wasa sclectmanof Raynham five yeills, 


and assessor five years. 
(165) Abial, b. May 30, 1770; m. 1st, Deborah Seats: 


She d. April 23, 1810; and he m. 2d, Mrs. Mehitable Thoms: 
He d. Feb. 28, 1854. Her maiden name was Barden. 

(166) Betsey, b. April 12, 1772; m. Sylvanus Thomiy 
of Middleboro’, Aug. 20, 1794. Shed. April, 1858. They 


resided in Pultney, N. Y. 
(167) Thankful, b. Feb. 25, 1773; m. Abial Richmott 


of Taunton. She d. Oct 30, 1821. 


Joel Dean, Philip Dean, Benjamin Eliot, Blijoh Macomber, Hdward Padi elbth 
Jacob Staples, J acob Hoskins Mosos Seekins, Silas Seekins, Simeon Williat 
muel Williams, Isiah Booth, William Bamey, Seth Richmond, Samuel Richwiey 
‘Phjab Richmond, Isaac Richmond, Nathaniel Richmond, Kdmon Richmont Ms: 
‘ John Omey, Zachariah Paddlefoot 2, Jacob Staples 2, 40 
Rounsefal, Gideon Richmond, Jonathan Barney, ‘Abial Macomber, Willias Pei 
List ; Samuel Peirce, Meletiah Hathaway, Edward Winslow, Job Anithonit 


‘Alarm : 
Benjamin Chase, Samuel Peirce 2, Samuel Wi 5, Hider William Barneyy 
Nathaniel Macomber, Elkanah Gaswell, Wbenezer Andrus, Nathaniel Andis hi 


Teonard, John Seeking Joshua Seekins, Job Macomber, Jacob Briggs) 
Wickles, George Macomber, Ephraim Barrow. Israel Thresher, Olerk. 
April 11, 1757. 

# To the politences of Capt. Godfrey Robinson, of Raynham, I am indebiell 


the names and dates of birth of Capt. Abial Peirce’s children, and to phon 


were married. 
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(163) Mercy, b. Noy. 24, 1775; m. Capt. Turner King, 
of Taunton, Dee. 26,1797. She d. April 30, 1821. He 
_ was commissioned Ensign in 1792, of a company of the local 
nnilitia of ‘Taunton. 

(169) Dordana, b. Jan. 22, 1778; m. John Godfrey, of 

“Taunton, She d, Dec. 7, 1845. 

(170) Abigail, b. April 12, 1780; m. Eleazer Alden, of 
Bridgewater. Hed, Jan. 11,1851. ‘She still lives.” 

For a 2d wife Capt. Abial Peirce married Theodora Rob- 
inson, the widow of Lieut. Josiah Robinson, of Raynham, 
and dau. of Major Richard Godfrey, of Taunton. Josiah 
Robinson was Lieut. of the company raised for and com- 
missioned by Richard Godfrey in the French and Indian 
war, and from being his subaltern, Josiah Robinson soon 
after became his son-in-law. After the death of Lieut. Josi- 
ah Robinson, Theodora the widow became the wife of Capt. 
Abial Peirce, of Middleboro’. The following is a correct 
copy of a Journal of the march of that company, kept by a 
son of Major Richard Godfrey, who was a soldier in the 
expedition. 


= 


A Jornal of the March of Capt. Richard Godfery’s Company. 

June ye 6 Day Met and Muftered upon taunton Common. 

June ye Eighteenth Met Again took out Snapsacks &c. 

June ye 19: at twelve a Clock Marched from Taunton And went: 
on Board at Bartley, at four a Clock Saled for Newport arrived their 
it Nine in the Evening, 

June ye 20. Saled from Newport at Six a clock and two minutes. 

June ye 23: Came to anker Against South hole upon Long Island 
ahout a Eleven A clock, and about twelve a clock the gun of Elezer 
Ellis was Shot off and flew all to peaces But Not a Man hurt. 

Jume ye 25 Entered Through Hell Gates Five Minutes Before Twelve 
“clock And Arrived at the city of New York Five Minutes Before 
“one a clock and ankered. : 


| June ye 26 Lay att New York. 
June ye 27 At 7: a Clock Saled from York for albany. ; : 


june’ ye 28, Sailing up to albany Their came a smart squal of wind 
With Rain and we came to anker where the clouds Broke upon the 
Mountains (at six a clock) which are Called the Blew Mountains. 
10 
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Junéiye 29: Being Sabbath Day Lay against the Blue Mountains 
Wear Eleven Stones Manner just Enter’d into Albany County. 

June ye go: Sailed again Being within the County of albany; 

July ye r: Lay at anker Most all Day within Nine English Mile af 
the City of Albany Just at Night Saled again for albany. 

Arrived at the city and cast out anker five Minutes Before Twelve 
a clock in the Eyening. 

Lay on Bord till the 6 Day of July Then went on Shore Half am 
hour after one a clock and Marched six Miles upon the west Side of 
the River till we Came to Philip Skilers and their Camped. 

July ye 9 fome went Down to town for stores and when they had 
Got a little way from town their Came a shower of Rain. Asa Grant 
Having 2 Gun charged in the Battoo William Lion Seeing it was Like 
to Rain hard fired of Grant's Gun it flew over Board and was Lost, 

July ye 8: At 11: 0 clock 30 Men of Capt. Godfrey’s fet out for a 
Scout with Many of other Companies r1o in all Marched up the River 
16 Miles Lodged all Night. 

July ye 9 Trayeled till Nine o clock set Down Eat and Drinkd 
then Marched up said River till we come to Salatogue Where the fort 
was burnt Many of ye Men got Weaty and Returned Back go: of 
More the Rest Marched up the River 1: mile and waded through to 
the Eait side one of the poilets Shot Down a Stear and he was all Bat 
By the Solders. 

July ye 10. Marched Down the River the Eaft side. Came toa Stay 
2 Hours, Biled and Hat: then Marched Down till we cam to Hasock 
River, Waded through shifted our courfe And Came to Hudfon’s River 
Night Came on, ye Bushes wet. Some were for Camping in the 
woods But ye Bigger part for keeping forward. So we Marched till 
g: or to O Clock at Night. Then founda barn to Lodge in. But old 
percy of Capt. Gilburts Company was Left in the woods. 

July ye 11: s* perey Came Early in the Morning at four in ye Mor 
ing we Marched down ye River on ye East Side till against where we 
Lodged yer: Night. Made a stop kiled a pig and Eat Heartilyt 
then Came down the River ‘till we gat against where we campel) 
Came over the River and gat home just at Sun Down in prety Good 
Health, 

July ye 13: Set up our tents at Colonel Scilers; After that 4 Ser 
mon preached By ye Chaplen: from Pfalm 144. to. 

July: 14: Bay Regiments Mustered and passed Reveu Before 
Sheitly And Jonson, 

July ye 15: The Gut of Asa Grant which was Lost in the Rivety 
was found and fetched out of the Water By Eleazer Ellis. 

July 22: We Marched up the River for Crownpoint at four O Chock 
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afiernoon the Battooes Set out. Hinry Brage Being Sick, they that 
Stayed Behind to go by Land Had to Carry him Back to Colonel Skil 
ers: 50 they set not ont till the sun two hours high, But we all got 
up to place that Night Called the Half Moon, their Camped that Night 
Being : 12 Miles from Albany City. 

July 23: the fun two hours high, We marched up the River again 
and Came to Bad falls Called the Similoms with Much hard Labour 
gat up about Twelve. Came to a ftop for an hour then. Marched 
again till about two o Clock Being about 21 Miles from Albany and 
tlieit Set up our Tents in a rye field and Stayed all Night, - 

July ye: 24: at Eight O Clock, Set up the River again andhad Very 
Bad falls all that Day But Worried through and got up to the place Call- 
ed Still Water; Being: 28 Miles from Albany City at four O jClock: 
after Noon and pitched our tents: on the East side of the River. 

July ye 27 Mr. Williams preached from Numbers 31 : ye 6 first Verses. 

July ye 29: took up our tents and Marched a Gain up the River 
about Sixteen Miles and Gat a Little above Salatogue where the fort 
Was burnt and pitched our tents on the East Side of the River at Six 
o Clock. 

Upon the 15; or 16 of July John Lawrence was taken with a great 
fever to Go Home so was of and on till the 20 Day then he wentof from 
is (in the Morning Not Bidding us fairwell) Down to Col. Rugeles to 
Git off Confefsing he thought their was not a nother Such Coward in 
the Company So He Gat Liberty to go home with promising to weare 
a wooden Sword and we saw him no more. 

* This perticular should have Been two pages Back. 

Augift ye 1: 1755. We took up our Tents and Marched up the 
River again at Eleven o Clock and within a mile Came to Very Bad 
falls Where we had to Draw up Every Battooe over a ladder for four 
Rods and Gat five Miles that Day By sun Down and pitched our tents 
on the East Side of the River. 

Auguft ye 2: We Lay at the foot of Very Bad falls So that Day 
Was employed in unloading Drawing the Battoes over the falls, and 
Carting the provision in waggons that Day we got But Half a mile, 
Some Moved their tents But we mooved Not Ours. 

August ye 3: Being the Sabbeth we Marched Very Early Came 
Not to any Very Bad Falls. So all the Battooes in our Rigement Gat 
ip to the Carring place and pitched their on the Eaft side of the River 
But the waggons gat not up, So Many of our Men were obliged to 
a in the woods without any Blanket although it was a Very Raine 
Night. ? 

The Houfe their was Called Liddifes Truck Houfe, one Regiment 
of Conneticut general Limon Gat up ye same Day and part of Colonel 
iliams Rigement the same Day. 
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_ Auguft ye 6: The Regiments were Called together to See one 
' Bakerstaff Recieve His Punishment, who Had Been under Guard ty 
some days for unnaturly Lying With a Man as with woman and fir 
Strikeing another man and Giving out threting words, the Court Maw 
cial Centenced Him one Hundred Strips and then to Be Drumed ont 
of the Army with a rope about his Neck and then to Be sent to some 
Common Goal and kept confined till the Expedition was over. Ag 
cordingly at Two O Clock: He was Whipt One Hundred Strips af 
the whiping post then Drumed out of the Army with a Rope about 
his Neck By a Number of Drumers, And then taken Back to the 
Guard Houfe a gain and irons put on and kept in order for an oppelt 
tunity To send him To some Goal. 
Auguft ye 7: Began to Build a fort Near Where Jeneral Nicholson 
Builta fort when formerly they went on an Expedition for Canady. Some 
Call it Liddifes Truck House. The fort House was one Hundred foot 
one way 15 foot the other, And Near Half an acre Picketed im, andl 
another Guard House 30: foot one way and 14: ye other this Done 
By ye 13: Day of August. 
Auguit: ye: 14: Jeneral Jonfon Arrived at the fort. The Same 
Day Colonel Titcomb’s Regiment Got up to this New fort and the 
Remainder of Colonel Williams Rigement and the Remainder of 
Conecticut forces Gat up the fame Day. 
Auguft ye ry York forces Gat up to the Carrying Place. On the 
same Day Being the Sabbath, Juft as the Chaplin was a goingt 
Begin his Exercife there was an a larm Made By Reafon of a old 
Squs saying there was three Hundred Indiens Coming upon the Bat 
toes that Were Comeing up in the River, four Hundred Men Wet 
Sent out to fe if their was any thing in the Noife and the Whole Bat 
tallion was Called to arms Ready for an in gagement, But it proved 
afalfe alarm. WNeverthelefs it Put By the Public Worship. 
August ye 16: Colonel Gilbert Set out for New England. This 
Should have Been Placed Before the Last Perticular. 
August ye 18: One Stebbens of York forces Was Drouned in fit 
River By going in a Swiming. 
August ye 24: Sum Men that went to Clear Roads killed 103 Rit 
tel Snakes. 

August ye: 26: At four o clock afternoon Marched four Rigemenit 
towards Lake Sacrament and Gat five miles that Night and Campete 
1 man hart By a fall of atree. Left Cook and Blackman and Uriah 
Morfe at ye fort. 

August ye 27: Marched again Early in the Morning But We got 
But about 5 Miles that Day and Camped, one man Shot that Day i 
Much Wounded. 
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Ye a8: Marched Eatly and cleared the Road and Gat ro Miles that 
‘Duy and Got to the Lake Before Night, Being 20 Miles from the fort. 
 Avguft ye gr: Being ye Sabbath their Grew Difcontentment Very 
Much in Col. Ruggles Rigement By Reafon of Being Shortned for 
Bred and Not having No Rum for 5 Days, and When it Came the 
Goldiers Could Not have their Back alowance, Wherefore it Grue So 
‘Warm that Sept. ye r: Early in the Morning 31: Men of one Com- 
pany Swong their Packs Marched to the Colonels tent asked for their 
‘Allowance, Being anfwered by Rugles he that Led the Band Said 
Clubb your fire locks and so Marched of openly. Soon after they 
were Sent after By a considerable Number. After this the Regiments ‘ 
were Called to Arms and Colonel Ruggles Made a Speech to his 
Regiment. And they Brought Back thofe that fled By a little after- - 
noon all were Examined and Cleared But five, 2 Serg* 2 Corp™ x sold* 
Now when the Battle Began on ye 8 Sept" 1755 thefe 5 Prifoners 
setat Libberty and the Serg* that Led of the Men was killed in Action. 
Sept. ye: 1: There went out fome Battoes in the Lake for Difcove- 
,and when they came in at Night they faid they Difcovered an 
By Camped Within a few Miles, then a Dubbel Guard was set 
and i] upon our watch and at Eleveno Clock one of the Sentrys fired of 
agun and Cryed Indiens. Whereupon all arofs to arms Immediately 
Expecting to Ingage in a few Minutes But it Proved a falfe alarm and 
Blew Over. 
Sept ye 2; Liey', Fairbanks, Benjamin Ray set out from Lake 
George for Albany City. 
Sabbath Day September ye 7: Their Went outa Scout of Moholks 
tafe if they Could not Difcover an Enemy Coming upon them and ‘ 
they Returned at Evening and faid they Difcovered a Great Number 
of Battoes and an Army of French and Indians Making Towards our 
Camp. All were Called to Arms and Charged to Be upon their 
Watch for their own Safty. : 
Well On ye 8 Sept. Early in the Moming Hearing the Waggons 
were Befet By ye Enemy They Sent Men out of Every Rigement Near 
a Thoufand in all, and Marched about 3 or 4 miles towards Fort Ly- 
mon and {hen were atackt By Two or three thousand French and In- 
diens, and about Eleven o Clock The Battle was wormly Given on 
Booth sides and Many were slain on Booth sides at ye first But the 
French Being More than Dubble in Number Our men were obliged to 
Retreat Towards the Camp, Never the Lefs our men fit Bravely on the 
étreat and thus we heard the Guns Continually going of till onr men 
had Gat into the Camp, then they that Stayed at home had Placed 
themfelves Behind old trees that they Had fallen all round the Camp 
and ye French and indiens Followed thofe that Retreated Very Furi- 
10* “| 
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ously within gun shot of thofe that Lay behind the Logs Whopeing 

and Shouting as if they had made fure of all. Then thofe that Lay Bx 
hind the Logs Gave them A Brisk Volley and the artilery Played 
Very Smart and Did Good Execution, fo they were imediately Stop i. 
from Coming in upon our Camp. But they fought Bold and Bray! 
till after four O clock. Never was their a Minuts {pace Between the 
Guns But for the Moft Part Roared of like whole Volows. And they 
the french Retired and our Men perfued fome ways from the Camp 
and Drove their Foes and Stript the slain, and when the French hid 
Gat to the Place where ye Battle Began; 200: Men from fort limon 
Came on them Very furiously and Cut them Down faft and male 
them flee and took there Powder from them and Come in Loden tothe 
Camp with Packs as Much as they Could Bring in the Evenine with 
Shouting for the Victory and ye Spoil. And wee took The Frend) 
General and Brought him into our Camp wounded, Gaye him pool 
Quarter, Drefsed his wounds. Besides that they took Twenty-four 
Captives. after ye Battle was over ye A D: Camp Came in and offer 
him felf Prifoner. Now The officers that Went of Coll, Rugeley 
Rig* Were Capt. Gilbert, Capt. Kyes, Capt. Godfrey, Capt. Robiniin, 
Liv‘, Williams, Liev‘. Nixfon, Liev’. Stebbins, Ensighn Tisdel, Hn 
sighn Brintnol, Ensighn Rice. And their fell of thofe officers, Capt 
Gilbert, Capt. Kyes, Lievt. Williams, Ensighn Tisdel, Ensighn Brink | 
nol. These fell Where the Battle Began, 


Little if anything more of general interest appears in fis 
ancient journal or diary, as the writer records the fact {hit 
Capt. Richard Godfrey was promoted to the office of Majo, 
and that he delivered to Major G. the book, Sept. 24, 176i 


Capt. Asran Perec by 2d wife Mrs. Turopora Rosrsoy, 
widow of Lieut. Josiah Robinson and dau. of Maj. Richarl 
Godfrey, had: 

(171) Polly, b. Aug. 6, 1784; m. Ist, Capt. Tamer 
Kang, of Taunton; m. 2d, Capt. John Bennet, of North 
Rochester, Mass., Dec. 21, 1825. She d. July 26, 185% 
Bennett was Captain of a company of militia cavalry raised 
in Middleboro’ and Rochester. 


Lieut. Menarran Hartaway and wife Jupita Perce (No 
58) had: 


(172) Abial P., b. Jan. 24,1754. He was lost at seni 
1780. 



































THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 115 





(173) Anna, b. Noy. 30, 1755; m. John Lawrence, of 
New Bedford. She d. in 1830. 

(174) Abigail N., b. Feb. 4, 1758; m. Gideon Palmer, 
of Little Compton, R. J. She d. Feb. 10, 1816. 

(175) Judith, b. Jan. 5, 1760; m. Patrick Maxfield, of 
Dartmouth, Mass. She d. July 17, 1779. 

(176) Elizabeth, b. Oct, 16, 1761; m. Abraham Max- 
feld, of Dartmouth. She d, April, 1830, 

(177) Mary, b. Noy. 27, 1763; m. Richard Haddaway, 
of Dartmouth. 

(178) Henry, b. Jan. 5, 1766; m. Polly, a daughter of 
Bailey Evans, of Freetown, Nov. 17, 1796. He d. Oct. 11, 
1808. 

(179) Chloe, b. March 10, 1768; m. Ebenezer Akins, 
of Dartmouth. She d. in 1856. 

(180) Ebenezer, b. April 16, 1770, Killed by a whale, 
April 12, 1790. 

(181) Hope, b. Aug. 6, 1774; m. Nicholas Davis, of 
Westport, Mass, She d. Sept., 1829. 

(182) Reliance, b. April 19, 1774; m. Shubael, son of 
Solomon Terry, of Freetown, Feb. 1, 1795. She d. Feb. 1, 
1862. 

(183) Seth, b. April 22, 1777; d. Oct. 10, 1798. 


Judith the mother’s remains, with those of her husband,* 
are interred upon the farm they occupied, on. the old road. 
from Smith’s Mills in Dartmouth to New Bedford. She was 
a dau, of Ebenezer Peirce and wife Mary Hoskins. Melatiah, 
the husband, was son of Melatiah Hathaway and wife Anna 
Hoskins, and b. Sept. 14, 1732. Mary and Anna’ were sis- 
ters, and Melatiah, Jr. and wife Judith were as a conse- 
quence first cousins. 


bel ee ee a a ee _ 

* Twas indebted to Gideon P. Hathaway, Bsq., late of Freetown, for the names 
of children of Melatiah Hathaway and wife Judith Peirce, with dates of births; 
also for cheering words ‘of encouragement for my efforts to publish the Peiree family 
history, and his continued subscription, till death, to the work in which i wits at 
fitst attempted to publish the history, 
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Carraw Jon Perce (No. 59) 


Was third son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and wif 
Mary Hoskins,* and born in that part of Middleboro’ now 
Lakeville, Noy. 29,1737. (Town Records of Middleborat)) 

At the proper age he was apprenticed to William Sto 
bridge, of Middleboro’, blacksmith, and while thus engaged, 
hostilities were renewed between England and France,t 

Affairs in the northern part of the colony of New Yaik 
soon began to assume a gloomy aspect, Fort William Henny 
being menaced by the French and Indians under the Mar 
quis de-Montealm; who, though foiled§ in his first attempt. 
about five months after|| through the imbecility or illtimed 
prudence of Gen. Webb, the English commander, was en 
abled to succeed in forcing the fortress to surrender, and 
then turning loose two thousand of his Indian allies upon 
the captives, fifteen hundred of the latter, in violation of tle 
terms of capitulation, were butchered or dragged into hope 
less captivity. More than one hundred of the slain and 
shockingly mangled, were left upon the ground. The fort 
was cntirely demolished, and barracks and out-houses re 
duced toa heap of burning ruins, Half consumed humat | 
skulls and bones, frying and broiling in the decaying fires, | 
loaded the air with suffocating smoke and intolerable stench, 
The. devastation, barbarity and horror that every where ap 
peared, presented a spectacle too diabolical for description 

Tt was atone of the alarms consequent on this unhappy 
state of affairs, that Job Peirce was required to leave the 





* Daughter of Henry Hoskins, and granddaughter of William Hoskins, of Thun 
ton, and wife Sarah Caswell, 

+ War was doelared June 9, 1756, and ended with the treaty of Paris, condlutal 
and signed Feb. 10, 1763; 

{ Fort William Henry was at the head of Lake George, and was erected by Gi 
eral Johnson tawards the close of 1755. 

§ March 16, 1757, on the eye of St. Patrick’s Day, the first attenipt to captore ttt 
garrison was made, and frustrated by the vigilance of Livut. (afterwards General) 
Stark, Montcalm expected to find them all drunk, avd the Irish soldiers were, lil 
Stiirk and his Rangers were sober and enyed the fort. 
|| Dhe secund and successful attagk was in August, 1757. 
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Aibors of the anvil, and perform a short tour of duty, ma 
company of the local militia of Middleboro’, under Capt. 
Toseph Tinkham, detached as a reinforcement for Fort Wm. 
Henry. (See French and Indian War Rolls for 1757, in 
Siate House, Boston.) But the crisis was oyer ere this gal- 
Tint body of citizen soldiery reached the utmost limits of our 
own State, and they were therefore ordered to return, having 
Meither shed blood nor had sight of the foe, and the cam- 
Piign to the young militia man was but a series of scenes, 
Hoth novel and gratifying. 

Hatly the next year, Capt. Benjamin Pratt having received 
orders to raise a company for the Provincial service, Job 
Peitce succeeded in getting leave from his master to enlist 
on condition that the latter should receive one half his pay. 
‘April 6, 1758, therefore, witnessed his entrance into the 
regular service, as the ward of William Strobridge, of Mid- 
dieboro’, in the regiment of Col. Thomas Doty, where he 
Was accredited with service 7 months and 19 days, for which 
he received 15 pounds and 9 pence, his own part amounting 
to 7 pounds, 10 shillings, 4 and a half pence, which when 
teduced to the currency of our own time was 25 dollars, 6 
aida quarter cents. (See War Rolls for 1758, at State 
House, Boston.) 


Pratt's company, kept a journal of their march, together 
with many other items of historic interest, from which I 
copy the following roll of that command. 

-*Onidia Station, Sept. 28, 1758. Parole, Gravesend. 
Chpt. Benj. Pratt; Lts. Silvester Richmond, Dayid Sears; 
Ension Nelson Finney ; Sergeants, Seth Tinkham, Lemuel 
Harlow, Silas Wood, Abial Cole. Corpl’s, Archippas Cole, 
Seth Billington, Jesse Snow, John Miller. Musicians, Perez 
Tinkham, Jacob Tinkham. Privates—Jacob Allen, Jesse 


Tsiac Bennett, John Bennett, Sam‘l Bennett, Benj. Barrows, 
Abraham Barden, William Barlow, Eliakam Barlow, John 


Seth Tinkham, a Sergeant and Clerk of Capt. Benjamin 


Bryant, Joseph Bent, Abner Barrows, Abner Barrows, Jt, 


-_— --— *—_- -—--—_ 
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pitt, Simeon Dogegitt, Eben’r Dunham, Adam David, br Di 
ah Elmes, John Elms, John Ellis, John Eaton, Asa Frengh, 


Knowlton, James Littlejohn, Robert Makfun, Thos. Milley 
David Miller, Noah Morse, Jonathan Morse, Jacob Muxony, 
Isaac Nye, Thos. Peirce, Job Peirce, Paul Pratt, rang 
Pomroy, Sam'll Pratt, Sam’ll Pratt, Jr., Henry Richmond, Nel 
than Richmond, Job Richmond, Moses Reding, Noah Ray! 
mond, Barnabas Samson, Jabez Samson, Jacob Samson 
Obadiah Samson, John Samson, Crispus Shaw, Perez Shay, 
Zebidie Sears, Peleg Standish, Robert Seekings, Bet) 
Streeter.” 

Upon the first page of his diary and smnilitary journtl 
Sergt. Seth Tinkham gives the following as “ A List of the 
officers in Col. Thomas Doty’s Regt. in 1758.” 

Field Officers—Thomas Doty, Colonel, Elisha Doan, Lit 
Colonel. Richard Godfrey, Major. 

Captains—James Andrés, Abel Keen, Benj. Pratt, Sam] 
Knowles, Philip Walker, Gam’ll Bradford, Jonathan Hddy, 
Silvanus Bourne, Josiah Thacher, Simeon Carey. 

First Lieutenants—Ephm. Holmes, Hezekiah Holme, 
Silvester Richmond, Wool, Joseph Williams, Nathanit 
Cook, Timothy Stanley, Barzilah Bassett, Nathan Pulley 
Lemuel Dunbar. 

Second Lieutenants — Benj. Williams, Elisha Tul) 
David Sears, Jabez Snow, Joseph Godfrey, Spragg, 
Josiah Robinson, Wm. Nye, Jones, Josiah Edson, 

Ensigns—George Sandford, Townsend, Nelson Tit 
ney, Thomas Johnson, Carpenter, Stephen West, —~ 
Grover, James Churchill, Nathan Smith, Elipbalet Phillip! 

Staff Officers—Francis Miller, Adjutant; Perez ‘Tilsou, 
Quarter-Master; Jeremiah Hall, Surgeon; Babel 
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§argeon’s Mate ; Weaton, 2d Surgeon’s Mate; Gad 
‘Hitcheock, Chaplain. 
Concerning the march of Capt. Benjamin Pratt’s compa- 


“ny, Sergt. Tinkham recorded as follows : 


Middleborough May 29, 1758. 
we mett at Elijah Clapp’s a Little after Sun Rife and Drawed up 
our men into a body and call*the Roll and then marched to major 
Howard's in Bridgewater 7 miles. There went to dinner, and then 
we marched to Newcombs in Norton, and there overtook the Cart 
that had our packs, there we staid all night and Laid up Chamber, 
13 miles. 

may the 30 we marched by Sunrife to Lieut. man’s in Wrentham 11. 
miles, there went to Dinner, and then we marched to Dr. Corbitt’s in 
Billingham 10 miles, went to Supper. After supper mr. hinds preached 
i Sermon to us, there our Cart overtook us. there we Stay’, 

may the 31, we marched to m", Graves in Mendon 3 miles, and there 
Went to breakfast and from there we marched to John Holland’s in 
Sutton 15 miles, there went to Supper, there the Cart overtook us. 

June ye x we Staid at Holland’s all Day Because of ye Rain and 
m. Hinds Preached to us in Holland’s Barn, 

June ye 2 we Staid and Settled our Billiting Roll and paid of Several 
Their Billiting money, in the afternoon we marched to worcester 4, 
miles, and there Slept. 

June ye 3. we Muftered our men by Eight 0, Clock in the morning 
and Drew up into a Line with the Regiment Called over our Roll and 
then our Company marched off. there our Capt. Left us and went to 
Boston, and Archippus Cole Staid at worcester untill next morifing. + 
June ye 4, on Sunday we two went after our Company, we marched 
fo Lefter 4, miles, and there went to Breakfast at m’. Sergant’s, from 
thers we went to Spencer and there went to meeting in forenoon, from . 
there we marched to Robert Clafton’s in Brookfield r54 miles, and 
este went to Supper and Staid all night, 

June Ye 5. we marched to James Nichol’s 2 miles, and there we paid 
of all our Billeting money. Two of our men, viz Jefsee Curtifs. and 
aeob Allen was Taken Sick, aud we Left Jacob Tinkham to Take 
“are of them, 

Ensigne Finney and I marched after our Company and went to 
Breakfast at Mr, Cutler's 2, miles, and overtook them upon Coy’s 
il ahd T went by our Company along with Capt. Hodgers Company 


Cold Spring 12. miles. from Cutler’s there I ftaid all night at Deacon 
4yMons, 
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June ye 6" I went to breakfast at Lyman’s and staid untill our Come 
pany Came up, then we marched to Jonathan Graves in Cold Spring. 
6 miles, from Lymon’s, there [hired Jabez Doggitt to go Back ta Git 
my Coat, which was Left where our Company Staid Last night at 
Scot’s 9 miles Back, and I ftaid until he Came Back again, then we 
two went after our Company to Hadley which was 9, miles and Got 
there about g. o clock at night. 

June ye 7 we musterd our men to Go over to Northampton butwe dit 
not go oyer untill the afternoon, then wexe all Carried over and Billet 
ed. out npon the Province Cost in Hampton Town. 2 mile. 

June ye 8. we Staid waiting for orders. 

June ye 9. we Drawed Seven Days allowance To Carry to Greet 
Bush and in the afternoon we marched and Encampt in the woods, 

June ye 10. we marclied to a Tavern in the woods and Staid untill the: 
Rigt. Came up and then marched untill night then Encamped, Set out 
our Centrys and went to Sleep. 

June rr. Sunday we marched till about noon Through mud and 
water over hills and mountains, the worst way that Ever was, and 
about 2. o Clock in the afternoon Came up a thunder Shower and wet 
us as wet as we Could be, we marched a Little Farther and Incampty 

and fet our Centrys. John Bennett and Perez Cobb went back 2 mil 
» to fetch a sick man Belonging to Capt. Hodgers who was gone for 

ward, , 

June ye 12 we marched to Pantoofuck fort, Got there a Little befime 
night, mustered our men and took 13 for Guard. 

June ye 13. I made a Return To our Adjutant and then we marched 
to another fort and staid there a Little while and then we marche 
untill night and Incampt with Capt. Hodgers and Capt. Cary and 
toole1§ men for Guard that Night. . 

June ye 14 we marched to the half way houfe which was 80. mile 
to the best of our Judgement from Northampton there we Incamph 

Took 6. men for Guard. 

June ye 15 we marched to Green Bush 12 miles, from thence 
went up the River 2. miles above Albany and Crofsed s* Riyer m 
Tncampt. 

June ye 16 fryday, we Drawed our Allowance of meat, flowery 
and Butter, at night took 3 men for Guard. 

June 17” Saturday, we drawed our Guns. out of the Stores4 
ammunition, tents in part, took 3 men for Guard. 

June ye 15. Sunday, we went to mecting the forenoon hearil m 
hitchcock Preach, and then prepared to march, I Went up in 4 
toe as far a8 Coll. Schiler’s and their Staid all night. I was taken 


well. e 
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June ye 19. we marched to the half moon. Good Traveling but we 
had 3 Rivers to wade over. I was Sick-all Day but I made out to fol- 
low ye Company. ‘ 

June ye 20 we marched to about half way to the Still water and 
Encumped. Took 15 men for Guard. 

June ye 21. we marched to Still water 15 miles andIncampt. Took 
5 men for Guard. 

June ye 22 we marched to Saratoga 14 miles and Incampt. Took 
to men for Guard and I went on my Self, 

June 23 we marched to fort miller, from there our company went 
in Battoes to fort Edward. Got there about Sun Set. Took 8 men 
and a Corporal for Guard, 

June ye 24 we Drawed the Rest of our arms. Draughted out 7 
men to go to fort miller and there to {tay under the Command of Capt. 
Borne. Took t2 men and a Serg' for Guard, 

June the 25. Sunday we were Alarmed by the Regulars and Drawed 
allowance for 7 days, ‘Took 5 men for Guard and ye Ensign. 

June 26 monday Drawed 3 Days allowance Got our men Ready to 
march, Took 8 men and a Sergt for Guard. 

June ye 27 we marched to ye half way Brook 7 miles, pitched our 
tents, took 6 men and a Corp" for Guard. 

June 28 we Struck our Tenis about Sunrise and marched to Lake 
George, Got there about 12 0 Clock 7 miles, there we heard Cape 
Britten was taken, we pitched our Tents in order. I bought a quar- 
fer of mutton and Gave one Dollar for it. 

June 29 I made Return of all the men that had been in Seige and 
all Carpenters and masons. Took 4 men and a Serg* for the main 
Guard and a Corpl and 3 men-to Guard the proyoo. 

June the 30 we took outa Leiv'. and 1o men to work upon the Block 
House and 3 for Guard. Nathan Cary of Capt. Cary’s Company was 
Shott by an accident with a Ball which went Through his Body but 
we hope he will Gitt well. 

July 1. we took ont 7. men to work on the Fort and 3 for Guard 
and Received orders if any man was found a Gaming he Should Re- 
ceive 300 Lashes Immediately. 

July 2" Got my Gun mended which Cost me half a Dollar. Took 
out Two of our men viz Obadiah Samson and Simeon fuller which 
Were Sick and Sent them Down to Fort Edward in a waggon. Corpl. 
Billington was Taken very Sick, 

July the 3 we Drew up into the Rigament Drawed outall those that 
Would go in whale Boats and all them Received Cartouch Boxes and 
Tomhawks, and Drawed allowance for 5. Days of Pork and Flower 
and Lone of fresh Beef, 

ll ° 
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July 4 the whale Boat men Drawed up into a Body fired off all 
their Pieces, then Drawed 30 Rounds a peice of powder and ball, then 
Received Orders to be Ready to march Next morning at day break. 

July 5. we Got into our whale Boats before Sunrife and Rowed off 
about a mile and Staid untill Co" Bradstreet gave us orders to go for- 
ward, 

Col. Doty’s Rig* went Chiefly in whale Boats. Each Boat carried 
about ro men, the Battoes and the Rest of our army folowed with all 
our Stores and we went down the Lake as far as where Coll. Parker 
had his fight Last year. there we Landed upon that point. See Sever 
al men’s bones Lay there. Some of our men found a Gun and several 
other things that was Lost in the Fight, from thence we Rowed ahouta 
mile and Stoped and eat Some Victuals and Staid till about Seven 
oclock at Night, then we Sot out again and Rowed all Night. 


Among the stories with which a fond parent sought to 
interest me when a child, was a repetition of his father’s ac- 
count of what he saw and suffered in this bloody campaign, 
and more particularly the disasters of July 6 and 8, 1788, 
to the consideration of which we are now brought in the peru 
sal of the soldier's narrative. 

Fust at dark on a sultry Saturday evening, a well armed 
force of sixteen thousand-men debarked upon a beautifal 
eape on the western shore of Lake George, to enjoy 4 few 
hours repose, and re-embarking before midnight, moyed slow: 
ly and majestically down the lake early Sunday morning. 
In a large boat the youthful hero, Lord Howe, the loved and 
honored of both officers and soldiers, led the van of the 
flotilla, accompanied by a guard of Rangers. In the “full 
blaze of red uniforms,” next came the English Regulars, 
while the Provincials occupied the wings, and thus under # 
clear sky, without a breeze to disturb the placid waters, this 
imposing armament exhibited a grand military show. Ata 
later hour Sunday morning (July 6), this formidable army 
was safely landed about four miles from Fort Ticonderog# 
(then held by the French), and before noon in three columns 
with the Rangers of Rogers and Stark as advance and flank 
guard, pressed steadily forward through a dense forest 
towards the point of destined attack. But, through the jg 
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norance of the euides, they were soon thrown into confusion, 
and, encountering the French advanced guard, a skirmish 
ensued, in which Lord Howe was killed, and the English 
preatly fatigued, broken and confused, fell back to the place 
of landing and there bivouacked for the night. Some ac- 
counts assert that two of these columns met and through 
mistake fired wpon each other. 

Such was the account that secured the strict attention of 
my juvenile ears, and filled my young mind with wonder and 
astonishment; such the story that found a place in story books, 
school books and histories of the nation. But why depend 
upon tradition that is frequently unreliable, why give implicit 
confidence to the too offen prejudiced pens of historians, when 
the written testimony of an. eye witness, a participant in the 
bloody affray, penned down too at the time and while all the 
facts were fresh in mind, is at hand? To the old Journal of 
Sergeant Tinkham, therefore, let us again refer and learn the 
particulars, as viewed from his stand-point, of this battle be- 
tween the forces of the two greatest and most powerful Chris- 
tian nations of the whole earth, as they initiate the slaughter 
upon the Sabbath day: — 

July 6. we Stoped about a mile below the Advanced Guard and 
Staid untill the Battoes came up, then we in our whale Boats was 
ordered to Row up and Land, which we did a Little Below the Guard 
Without Damages although we was fired upon, we Landed and Ran 
hp to an old Breast work, then we See the French Striking their Tents 
and Running of. Major Rogers and his men Ran over after them and 
Killed 2 or 3 of them, after the Battoes were all Landed Several Rigt® 
of Regulars and Rangers and Some of our provintials marched To- 
Wards the Narrows and met witha party of French and Indians and 
hada Fight, we Lost about 20 men, and took 130 prisoners: Lord 
How was Killed that Day, at night They Came into a Breast work 
that we had made a Little below the advanced Guard and Slept. 


Early on the morning of the 7th, Col. Bradstreet advanc- 
ed and occupied an abandoned position of the enemy, near 
the present village of Ticonderoga, and an engineer, sent 
forward to reconnoitre, reported the French fort to be in an 
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unfinished condition and that it could be easily taken, Such 
is history as accepted, and such probably the facts. But, 
Col. Bradstreet, was of the Regulars, and we wish to know 
what the Provincials were about, and Tinkham’s. Journal af 
least in part supplies that want. 

July ye 7 Coll, Doty’s Rigt™. went out upon a fcout as far as where 
they had the fight but See nothing but Dead men and Packs, thence 
we Returned back to our Breast work, and about the middle of the; 
afternoon we marched within a mile of the Narrows where ‘the Regu- 
lars and some other Rig™ had Incampt by a saw mill. 

July 8th, the troops were again put in motion towards the 
fort, which, as they approached, was found to completely shel: 
ter the French, who opened upon the English with a heayy 
discharge of artillery. Yet, in spite of this terrible storm of 
death, the English pressed forward, determined to carry the 
works by assault. In this they were prevented by a well 
constructed abatis, which for four hours they sought in vain 
to remove or cut their way through; while at each succes 
siye and rapid discharge of the French artillery scores of the 
braye English soldiers were mown down, and it was not until 
the loss of the latter amounted to nearly two thousand men: 
that Gen. Abercrombie ordered a retreaf. And what a te 
treat was that! The horrors of the scene were clearly remem 
bered by Job Pierce to his dying day. The ground, said he, 
was covered with the dead and dying; the latter appealing 
for assistance in tones of anguish enough to move in pity 
the hardest heart; for every bush seemed the covert of o. 
lurking sayage ready to pounce upon, torture and tear the 
wounded, strip and mangle the dead, while their unearthly 
yells drowned in demoniac discord the ear-piercing ories af 
the wounded, as though 


s* All the fiende from heayen that fell 
Had pealed the banner ery of hell.” 


OF this battle, the Sergeant under that date entered in 
his diary— ; 
We marched with the Light Infantry. They went forward Co! 
Doty Brought up the Rear in Sight of the Fort, there we Drawed up 
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4 Deep, the Light Infantry about 10 Rods before us Expecting Every 
moment To be fired upon, in the mean Time Co" Johnfon with a party 
of Indians upon the west side of ye Lake marched up to the Top of 
a hill where he with his Indians fired upon the Fort with the hideous 
yelling of the Indians the worst noife I ever heard, and Drove a party 
of French into the Lake. about Eleveno Clock the Regulars marched 
up and all the Rhode Islanders and a Little paft 12 o Clock they began 
ToFire upon The French at the Breaftwork which was made of 
heaped Timber and a Trench around it yery strong which was Built 
alter we Drove the advanced Guard off, had we Gone forward at our 
first Landing we Could haye Got the Ground, the Regulars Drawed 
up before the Breaftwork and fought againft it with Small arms § 
fours, the French would fire upon them with their Artillery and with 
one field piece Killed 18 Grenadiers dead upon The Spott, the numiber 
sf men Lost is not ascertained but by all accounts we Lost 3000 Be- 
sides wounded. had Major Rogers had his Liberty and Done as he 
Intended we Should have Drawed them out of their Breaftwork, but 
Co" Bradftreet Come up with his Rig’ and Drove on and Loft all- 
most all his men, our Artillery Come up the Lake allmost to us and 
then was ordered Back I know not for what Reafon, and towards night 
We was Ordered back to the advanced Guard, and Got there about 9. 
0 Clock, we had nothing to Eat, the allowance we had before we Set 
olit from Lake George was not Enough for one Day, and we Got no 
more untill we Got Back, Jabez Doggett was wounded. 

July 9 we was ordered to go on board our Boats and go back to 
Luke George which we Did and Rowed all Day withont any thing to 
Eat, we got back about Sunfet but could Draw no allowance untill 
text Day, and fo had nothing To Eat that night. 

July 10. we Drawed allowance of pork, flower and Rice and Butter, 
ur Company was moft all Sick by Reason of the Late Fight. 

July 1: we Laid in our Tents had nothing to Do but Guarding. 

12 Ditto. : 

July 13 we had orders To Remoye our Tents beyond the old Fort 
and before we had done pitching them we had orders to Remove them 
back again. 

July 14 nothing todo. July 15 we went out a hunting John Barker 
Killed a Bear and there was 3 french prisoners Taken upon the Lake 
bya party of men Sent Down to the Island to Stay there as Spies. 

July 16, Sunday we Struck our Tents and marched for Fort Edward, 
We marched as far as the half way Brook and there we met Capt. 
he From thence we marched to Fort Edward, Got there about Sun 

ett, 


July 17 Struck our Tents and marched to Saratoga and there Drawed 
11+ 
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two Days allowance and then marched about a mile and a half and 
Pitched our tents in the Long field. 

July 18 we Struck our Tents about Sunrise and marched for Still 
water. Got there about 10 o Clock, we had 2 Carts to our Company ta 
carry our packs. from there we marched to the half way house Be 
tween Still water and half moon, and there Pitched our tents and there 
was two killed and Scalped at Scattercook. 

July 19 we marched Down to the half moon and Pitched our Tents 
There, a Great many of our men went over the River Intending to go 
home. There I was taken verry Sick. ; 

July 20. I took out of the Stores one pint of wine one Bowl of Sam 
garres and one pound of plumbs. 

July 21 I Took out of the Stores one pint of wine. 

July 22 we were Ordered To Load up ovr Tents and Packs. oi 
Tents we Loaded, but they would not Load their packs, and when we 
were ordered to march Capt. Keen’s men Clubbed their Fire Locks and 
followed Serg' Rogers and Several from other Companys, we were all 
ordered to Surround Them and Then Took away their Fire Locks and 
Carried them back To The Barracks and Confined ‘Them. The Ty 
Serg* viz. Rogers and Cushing was pinioned and 4. more Sent Dow! 
to albany that Night, the Rest were Kept untill further Orders. 

July 23. we Brought the prisoners out and after the Co" had Re 
proved them Releafed Them and then we marched up to Lowden’ 
Ferry and went over and Incampt in tents and Barracks. 

July ye 24 we marched To Schenectedy and Got there about Sun 
fet which was 14 miles, Pitched our tents a very Rainy Night, 

July 25 Drawed 3 Days allowance Co" Worfter Reg' marched For 
the German Flats. 

July 26 Staid waiting for Orders, the men almoft all Sick. 

July 27 Ditto. ye 23 we Drawed allowance to Carry us to the Great 
Carrying place. 

July 29 our Rig*. marched for the German flats, they moftly went li 
Battoes. I Staid behind being not well and fo did a Great many ol 
our Company. 

July 30 we that Staid behind Laid in the Barracks. 

July ye 31 2 Little paft noon we hada Shock of an Earthquake. 

August 1 a Little before day there was another Shock of an Butte 
quake. 

' August 2° Coll. Doty Set out after his Rigt we that were Left 

hind which were 28 in number had nothing to do, at night Serg! Col 

and I Drawed a good mefs of Squashes out of the Dutch Stores. 
August 3% Our men that were Left behind at ye half moom 
albany Came to us. 
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August 4" Serg*. Cole and I went a hunting and Killed a partridge, 
a black Squirril and a pidgeon. 

, Muctist 5. Several more of our men Came up from albany and joined 
us, Leiut, Sears Came up with them. 

August 6. Sunday I went to meeting in the forenoon but did net 
underftand one word that was Said, we heard that Cape britten was 
tiken, and at night Ensign Jonfon made a bonfire for the Good news, 
this fire was Called Johnfon’s Hell. 

August 7. I and Serg'. Cole went a hunting, I killed a Raven flying, 
as 4 Dutchman was taking down his Gun to go a bunting his Gun 
went of by Accident and Shoit his wife dead on ye fpott. I Recieved 
a Letter from home. 

August 8. Changed my Cloths then went to ye Dutch funeral. 

Augult 9 we Drawed 6. Days allowance, I went with a party to 
Load Battoes and heard m*. hitchcock Preach from Pfalms. 

Augult ro. I and 4 more of our Company fet out to go to German 
flatts under the Command of Lt, Hezekiah Holmes who had rgo under 
his Command, that night we Encampt. 

Augaft 14 Set out again with our Battoes which was the worft work 
that ever I did, we worked all day and got about 4 miles, 

Auguft 12 Archippus Cole Left us, we went up I don’t know how far. 

Auguft t3 we Laid Still all Day by Reafon that about 30 ofour men 
were taken Sick and fent back. 

Auguit 14 we Set out with 5 men in a battoo and went as far as the 
Jolly Itishmans house and Encampt. 

Augaft 15 we Staid at the Jolly Irishman’s all day by Reafon of 
Rain, 

Auguft 16. we went up the River above Jonfon’s fort and Encampt. 

Avguit 17 we went 3 miles above hunters fort and Encampt. 

‘Aug 18 we made the beft of our way up the River. 

Aug‘ t9 we went up the River about 2 miles and had a Courtmartial 
Upon micha Collins for Swearing and Gitting Drunk and Condemed 
hima to have 50 Lashes, but his execution was defered on his Good 
behavior. 

Aug! 20. we went up the River beyond fort hendrick and Encampt. 

Aug* 21. we Got to the Little Carrying place about ro at night. 

Aug. 22. we had 2 waggons to Carry over our Loading, 

Aug. 23 we Staid waiting for our Loading and battoes to be Carried 
verand had a Court martial upon John Doty of Capt. Cary’s Com- 
Pany and Condemed him to have 35 Lashes. 

Auguit 24 Got all our provisions Carried over. 

. Auguft 25 we all marched over to the other Landing and there our 
Company was Divided into 3 parts, So went forward and Leiy' Holmes 
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and Williams, 25 was Stationed at the Little Carrying place under Lt 
Robinfon, 25 went down to fort Hendrick with Ensign Jonfon. J 
Auguft 26 we Staid at the Little Carrying place to Guard Provisions, 
Augutt 27 Sunday we helpt Over with Several Battoes. I Shoit 
and killed nineteen pidgeons, , ; 
Auguft 25 nothing Remarkable. , 
Auguft 29 Two more of our Company Came up with a party under 
Ensign Stanford, viz Henery Richmond and Jedediah Holmes. — 
Auguit 30 Nothing Remarkable. 
Augutt 31 I Sot out with James Alexander in a Battoo to come to 
Schenectady and Staid at the Jolly Trishmans. : 
Sept. 1* we Sot out and Came down to Schenectady where we ite 
rived about two o Clock. ' 
Sept, 2 was not able to Go about by Reafon of Boils. 
Sept. 3° I heard m*, Hitchcock preach in the Dutch meeting House 
from Hofea 13 Chap‘. 9 vere. 
Sept. 4. Benj” Atkings of Capt. Bowin’s Company was Tryed by a 
Riggementel Court martial for not obeying Orders. the Court whereof 
Capt. Pratt was President, L*. Cook, Edfon, Sprague, and Ensign’ 
Finney were members and Condemed him to have to Lashes. 
Sept. 5. Lt. Sprague Set out for Little falls with Eight Battoes of) 
provisions and 48. men. 
Sept. 6 we were Alarmed by Some Indians that Came and took @ 
man about 2 miles below the town, we musterd and went over tie 
River to the place where the man was taken Se 2 Indians but could: 
not overtake them. 
Sept. 7" Several of our men Set out in Battoos to go to Little fallte 

I Drawed 7 Days Allowance for the men here, we heard the gootl 
news of the Surrender of Catrague at which news we all Drawd up 
into the Citty to the Co" Houfe, there fired a Volley and he Gavew 
what punch we Could Drink. the first news we heard was a Letlet 
from the Rev? Mr. Shute of Co" Williams Rigt. to the Rev. 


hitchcock. 

This tour of Job Peirce’s service closed on the 24th of Novy 
1758, or five days before he attained his majority. Remaitl 
ing at home through the winter, the next: spring (viz., Apo 
6, 1759), he again enlisted, and from the French at 
Indian War Rolls at the State House, Boston, we le 
that be served out the term of another enlistment of 3 
weeks, ‘or this service his wages amounted to 13 pountl 
and 10 shillings, from which was deducted the sum 9 
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Spence he had received of Lemuel Dunbar, his captain ; 
thus leaving the balance due him, 13 pounds 9 shillings and 
4 pence, which in our currency equals 44 dollars 89 cents.* 

His second term of Provincial service was performed at 
Halifax, N.S. At its close, being about the commencement 
of December (1759), Job Peirce, with other soldiers whose 
talistment had just expired, was put on board a government 
transport bound for Boston, but had not been out long ere 
itley encountered a severe storm, that speedily reduced the 
Wessel to an unmanageable wreck, which with the relief 
aiiorded by almost constant pumping was yet scarcely able 
tofloat, When the storm subsided they found themselves 
da ont of their course, and short of provisions. Entirely at 
ithe mercy of currents and sport of the winds, thus they drifted 
Hor several weeks ; but when hope had nearly vanished, their 
thesh water about exhausted and almost the last biscuit served 
ut, they discovered land, and succeeded in getting ashore 
on one of the West India Islands, where they were forced 
#0 vemain till some vessel, homeward bound, chanced to 
sop. 
Meanwhile, news of the departure of the transport from 
Halifax, together with the names of her ill-fated passengers, 
Was received in the Old Colony homes of returning soldiers ; 
and after anxious watching and waiting for intelligence of 
those who survived the storm, the parents of Job Peirce felt 
Pompelled to relinquish all hope of ever again seeing their 
fon, till “the great seas give up their dead.” The sorrow- 
; o Parents are in a measure comforted for their supposed loss 
: the safe return of their older son, Lieut. Abial Peirce,+ 
Hom the famed field at Quebec; for whose preservation in 
Me terrible day of battle they devoutly thank God. 

The weary months of a cheerless winter at length are 
























* Tain thus Particular, that it may readily be seen how small a sum of money 
oy. wh xeceived who braved these dangers and endured all this suffering. 

he Poirce’s term of service at Mulifax, N. §., expived Noy. 2, 1759, and that; 
H his other, Lieut, Abial Peirce, at or near Quebec, Dee. 16, 1759, 
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passed, and no news being received of the loyed one anf 
lost, a proper respect for his memory is thought to demani 
the public demonstration of a funeral, and the erection off 
monumental stone. 
The warm sun that brings “ seed time and harvest” hn) 
returned, and Job Peirce, the brave soldier and tempeth 
tossed sailor, has at last succeeded in securing & passage oD 
board a vessel bound for New England, and is safely land 
at New Bedford. Allowing no delay, he out-travels the ney 
of his arrival, and stands upon his native hills again. Svenet 
familiar, orchards and beechen forests meet his eye; but, 
save the lowing of cattle and the singing of birds, a deatit 
like stillness prevails, for it is Sunday—a New England bilp 
bath, kept after the manner of the Puritan fathers. MW 
alarm was therefore occasioned in his mind to find his home 
untenanted, the entire family having repaired to the county 
- church to attend public worship ; an example he lostat 
time in following. Arriving at the sanctuary during the 
“long prayer,” he at its close walked yeverently up the alt 
to the family pew, and there tool his seat, creating no sini 
stir among the worshippers ; for the superstition of thatdiy 
invested the sight with far less novelty than terror. Tt 1s ta 
certain how the grave assembly would have gained its equi 
. brium, but for the good sense and remarkable presence i 
mind exhibited by the preacher, who was about to opeit™ 
sacred yolume to improve upon his contemplated text 
when this unexpected sight quite upset his former pam 
and without finding it or even opening the book, he gaveal 
for his text that passage of the Scripture which saith, “Mil 
this my son was dead and is alive again, he was lost and 

found.” 

For the next two years, the name of Job Peirce docs! 
appear upon the War Rolls at the State House. One brolil 
however, has been promoted to a captaincy, raised his om 
pany and again repaired to the field, taking another 20% 
in thé capacity of a private soldier. The reason why J 
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did not also go, will be evident from the fact, that soon after 
fhis was the publishment of “the banns” between Job 
Peirce, of Middleboro’, and Miss Elizabeth Rounseyill,* of 
Pieetown. She was the orphan daughter of William Rounse- 
all, eldest son of Philip Rounsevill the emigrant, who at 
iat time was one of the wealthiest men in Bristol county, 
qd among the largest landholders of the Colony. May 18, 
1761, Job Peirce, of Middleboro’, and Elizabeth Rounseyill, 
wf Trectown, were joined in marriage (see Town Records 
it Middleboro’), he being 23 years of age, and she 17. 
Hurly the next year (viz., March 24), Job Peirce for a third 
fmé enlists, and his name now appears “ii his Majesty's 
Beryice,’ and in the company of which “ Ephraim Holmes, 
Esq. is Captain.” Here he served till March 14, 1763, or 
6) weeks and 6 days. The whole amount of his wages was 
@ pounds 17 shillings and 9 pence, of which he had taken 
WH shillings in beer, and the balance due him was 22 pounds 
Schillings and 9 pence. With Job, in this company, also 
selyed his brother Henry Peirce, who was six years his junior. 
News of the treaty of peace concluded and signed Feb. 10, 
163, between England and France, rendered their further 
Bayice unnecessary, and Capt. Abial Peirce, with his broth- 
Ps Job and Henry, were honorably mustered out of the 
Betvice, and for the next twelve years suffered to dwell in 
Peace at home, 
During his absence upon this last campaign (viz., April 25, 
162), the happiness of his house was increased by the birth 
M their first child, a daughter, blessed with good constitn- 
Mol, sound health, and remarkable sweetness of temper, 
Which with a well-balanced mind, made her the loyed and 
















* Hor brother Levi Rounseyill was Captain of the only Freetown company of 
ite Men ‘that responded to the call, at Lexington alarm, and he afterwards 
ind commanded a company in the 9th regiment of the Continental army.” 
il Morton, grandfather to Gov. Mareus Morton, was his Lieutenant in the 
of Minute Men, and Henry, a younger brother of Capt. Job Peirce, was his 


utantin 8th regiment of the Continental army. (See War Rolls in office of the 
mtrclary of State, Boston.) “S 
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prolong her life of usefulness to the good old age of 85 years 
With the return of peace, the young husband, released fia 
farther service inthe field of carnage, with health and momlj 
unimpaired, returned to the bosom of his family and friends 
and the grateful parents, mindful of God’s watchful emp, 
name their first born, Mercy. 
(184) Mercy Peirce, b. April 25,1762; m. Oct. 11, 178) 
Major Peter Hoar, of Middleboro’, an officer of the Patiiol 
army in the war of the Revolution. She d. May 20, 18H) 
in her 86th year. He d. March 12, 1815, aged 60 yeu 
(Town Records’ of Middleboro’.) He was elected as a Sw 
lectman of Middleboro’ fifteen years, and Representative ft 
the General Court in 1809-10-11. He was also a Tustioe 
of the Peace for Plymouth county when that commmisslil 
conferred more than a compliment to its possessol, Wid 
from 1811 till his death; and from the date of his first wily 
tary commission till his honorable discharge from set 
Major, or Lt.-Colonel, was about 30 years. 
The year 1763 was rendered memorable in the family th 
Job Peirce by two events :—first, his safe and final eit 
home from the sanguinary fields of the French and [nd 
war; and secondly, by the death of his wife's grandfatht 
Philip Rounsevill, of Freetown, at the age of 85 yeasts. 
Philip Rounsevill emigrated to America from. Honetitis 
Devonshire county, England, about the year 1700, betif 
then near 23 years of age. He was by trade a clothicr 
cloth dresser, but by practice a shrewd schemer ; and kee 
calculations of singular foresight enabled him to accumu 
much larger property than was acquired by any of his noi 
bors. He not only had the faculty to get, but also to ker 
for he was patient, self-denying and exceedingly obstintt 
and 60 years of almost unprecedented success made bia 
a little purse-proud, arbitrary and overbearing. Su) ! 
limited confidence did he repose in himself and such 
tempt for the opinions of every body else, that his oui 
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now advanced to the age of three score, were to his mind still 
in their nonage in their ability to manage property, and no 
division of his property would he make with any of them. 
“They must wait till after his death, and all must keep upon 
their good behavior, or “ King Philip” (as his neighbors nick- 
named him) would cut them off with a shilling at. last. 
‘William Rounsevill, eldest son of Philip, had died when his 
Minghter Elizabeth was little more than five months old. 
When, therefore, Job Peirce became the husband of Eliza- 
beth Rounsevill, it was expected that he would be extremely 
careful to humor the whims of her austere grandfather, im 
the hope that his wife might be handsomely provided for in 
‘the will of that man whose perverseness had kept his fami- 
ly onder such long and degrading surveillance. The young 
wile is still at her grandfather's, and the old gentleman, who 
is evidently pleased with her husband, astonishes the neigh- 
bors by the liberality of his expenditure for the beautiful 
furniture he has procured as the outfit for the granddaugh- 
ter, The day was set when the house-keeping of the youthful 
“pair should commence, and Job Peirce sent an old-fashioned, 
long-bodied ox-cart to take to their new house the first load 
of furniture. When the cart was loaded and ready to start, 
Philip Rounsevill thus addressed the young husband :—* The 
furniture upon this cart is mine, and I loan it to you for the 
“use of your wife, my granddaughter.” ‘ Indeed,” said the 
young man, with mock gravity, “indeed, you surprise me; 
hoy let me return your favor by surprising you equally as 
‘mnch, Tam unwilling to borrow any thing of you, nor will T;” 
“and, suiting his action to the words, stepped to the forward 
‘tnd of the cart, and raised it till the tailbridge rested on the 
‘ftound, then starting the team drove on till the last article 
Of furniture had tumbled from the cart and lay scattered 
pon the ground ; then turning to his bride, he said, ‘* Come, 
let us go home, I didn’t borrow you.” 

No murmur or word of complaint escaped the lips of the 
lady whose money matters had been thus seriously compro- 

12 
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mised, for with her hand she had given her heart, and way 
ready to leave not only her mother but grandfather with al] 
his wealth, if the same in any measure sought to pluck asun- 
der what God had joined together. With modern edu 
tion and less good sense than she inherited and ever posses 
ed, possibly she would have made the important and at pre 
sent popular discovery, the incompatibility of temper ot her 
husband, and applied for that ne plus ultra of improvements, 
a divorce! Her husband fully appreciated the worth of hiv 
wife, and realized the obligation he was under; and {hus 
was laid the firm and lasting foundation for that mutual 
affection towards each other, which ever characterized ther 
married life, "When, therefore, the burthen of more than 
80 years was upon him, and the pains, aches and decrepr 
tude to which flesh at four score is the legitimate heir were 
realized in his person, Job Peirce was frequently heard to 
say, *‘ Had I not lived to be old, I never should have known 
how an old person feels ; but it is all right, for I have had 
a long life of prosperity, health and happiness. I hav 
taken a great deal of comfort in living;” and then, im the 
language of his illustrious namesake of the land of Uz, would 
add, * Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil?” It was to his wife’s sagacity or prat 
tical common sense that Job Peirce owed much of that coule 
sel which so perfected his plans as to secure for him that 
long and uninterrupted tide of good fortune by which he was 
made to rank among the most wealthy men of his native 
town. 
Philip Rounsevill, the grandfather, was a man far too 
practical to allow any sudden gust of passion to put him 
permanently in the mood to wrong his own blood, and m0 
doubt soon felt a secret satisfaction, and indulged an inwattl 
pride in the flattering prospects of the young people who 
had so resolutely and yet so patiently set out unaided to fare 
the storms and stem the adverse currents of life; and, alt ils 
death, it was found that Elizabeth, although the wife of tlt 
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mnyielding Job Peirce, had been well cared for, and her 
portion equalled all her most sanguine expectations had ever 
gaused her to anticipate, even had her husband giyen the 
utmost satisfaction to the austere donor. ‘Their union was 
now blessed in the birth of a second child, their first-born 
“son, whom the happy mother christens with the name of her 
deceased father, who had died more than 20 years before. 

(185) William Rounsevill Peirce was b. April 19, 1764; 
m, Leonora (daughter of Francis v) Jones, of Beaufort coun- 
ty, N. Carolina. ‘William was a sailor in the Patriot navy in 
the war of the Revolution, was captured, carried to England 
and there confined. He also served as a soldier im Capt. 
Henry Peirce’s company, upon R. Island; after the war 
became a master mariner, and died May 15, 1794, upon the 
Island of St. Bartholomew, where he was buried. A stone 
Was erected to his memory in the family cemetery in Mid- 
dieboro’", now Lakeville, Leonora the wife died in North 
Carolina. Their only child died in infancy. 

(186) Elizabeth, second dau., b. Jan. 6, 1766; m. Jan, 

6, 1788, General Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’, She 
d. March 28, 1850. Hed. June 17, 1843. Justice of the 
Peace and Quorum. , 
(187) Job,t second son, b. Dec. 12, 1767; m. Jan, 3, 
1799, Anna, dau. of Lieut. Robert Strobridge, of Middle- 
boro’, now Lakeville. This eminently successful merchant d. 
at Freetown Sept. 22, 1805, and was buried (with military 
honors) in the family cemetery in Middleboro’, Anna the 
Widow became wife of Lieut. John Hinds, of Freetown. 

(188) Anna, third dau.,b, Dec. 18,1769 ; m. Dr. Nicho- 





‘ Tradition in the family says she was the daughter of Esquire Jones, and some 
of Williams papere lead us to suppose Franeis Jones, Esq., of Beaufort Co., N. ©. 

{ He was commissioned Adjutant of 4th Regiment in Ist Brigade, 5th Division, 
Oet. 2, 1788, Promoted to junior Major of said Regiment May 1, 1794. Senior 
Mijor, Jan, 4, 1797, Lt, Col, Commandant, July 22, 1800. Brigadier General, 
Bepe, 4, 1816. Honorably discharged in 1824. Paid the largest tax in Middleboro’. 
t Commissioned Captain of Ist Company of Infantry in Freetown, Aug. 21, 1801. 
His company paraded at his funeral. THe was Town Clerk of Freetown in 1802. 
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las Hathaway (her cousin), of Taunton. She d. near Mil 
ford, Union Co., Ohio, Sept. 28, 1822. Hed. at the same 
place, Aug. 24, 1848. He was Deacon of the Ist Christign 
Baptist Church in Freetown. 

(189) Lucy, fourth dau., b. Dec. 18, 1771 ;, m. Feb, 19) 
1795, Hon. William Bourne,* of Middleboro’. She d Deg 
2,1859. Hed. Dec. 10, 1845. 

(190) Leyi,t third son, b. Oct. 1, 1773; m. Dee. 13; 
1795, Sarah, a dau. of Capt. Abner Bourne,} of Middlebord’ 
Levi commanded a battalion in active service in the last war 
with England ; was a deacon of the Baptist Church in Mit 
dleboro’, and noted for great liberality and benevolence. He 
d. August, 1847. 

(191) Ebenezer,§ fourth son, b. May 26, 1775, was chris 
tened John for his father’s eldest brother (No. 56), and con 
tinued to be called John till the death of his uncle Ebenezer 
Peirce (who perished in the defence of his country im the 
war of the American Revolution, being a soldier in the con 
pany of Capt. Joshua White, in service at Newport, Rt. qT} 
when his name was changed to Ebenezer. He m. April 24 
1803, Joanna, eldest dau. of Colonel Benjamin Weaver] af 
Freetown, and d. Jan. 6, 1845. She d. Jan. 6, 1859, in her 





* Capt. of Volunteer Cavalry from May 22, 1797; Maj. of Cavalry Sept. 19), 
1803; Momber of Massachusetts Senate, 1820; one of the Commissioners for Ply- 
mouth county and a Justice of the Peace and Quorum. 

+ Promoted from Sergt.-Major to Major 4th Regiment, let Brigade, 5th Division 
June 8, 1809; Senior Major, 1812. Honcrably discharged, 1816, Several times Roepe’ 
sentative from Middleboro’ to General Oonrtat Boston; Member of Constitutiou : 
Convention, 1820; Postmaster many years; Justice of the Peace, 

{ Capt. Abner Bourne commanded a company of the local militia in Bervic, 
at BR. L, in the war of the Reyolution, and was Deacon of the Ist Congregationl 
Church in Middleboro’. Committed suicide. 

§ Town Olerk of Freetown in 1801, 1802-04, and 1805 ; Representative tt tha 
General Court, 1808 and 1824; Auditor of Town Accounts 19 years; Deacon of Ist 
Christian Chorch in Freetown thirty-five years; Justice of the Peace for Bristal C0. 
thirty-seven years. Successful merchant and ship-builder. 

{| Gol. Weayer was Selectman and Assessor of Freetown, was chosen Trensuyt 
annua! elections twenty-nine years, and was » Justice of the Peace thirty- 
years. Very often called to preside at town meetings, 

Ho was an officer of the Patriot army inthe war of the Reyolutinn, being Capitol 
in Col. Kempton’s Regiment, and then Lt. Colonel of Col, George Olaghom’s Te 
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72d year. They were the parents of the writer of this 
history. 

(192) Polly, fifth dau.,b. May 31, 1777; m. Feb., 1797, 
Rey. Dayid A. Leonard, of Bridgewater. They remoyed to 
Kentucky. She d. Oct. 2, 1836. The wives of Goy. Mer- 
riwether, Hon. William P. Thomasson and Dr. Hay, were 
their daughters, and Hon. John Hay is their grandson. 

(193) Sally, sixth dau., b. March 20, 1779; m. Abial 
Nelson, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. Noy, 24, 
1888. He d. in 1829. 

(194) Elnathan, fifth son, b. Oct. 20, 1781; d. Oct. 5, 
1797. Buried in the Peirce family cemetery, Lakeville. 

(195) Thomas, sixth son, b. Dec. 26,1783; d. Mareh 1, 
1784, Buried in the family cemetery in Lakeville. 

(196) Peter Hoar,* seyenth son, b. March 25, 1788; 
m, May 10, 1813, Nabby, a dau. of Thomas Sprout, of Mid- 
dleboro’, He d, Jan. 27,1861. Shed,in 1864. He com- 
manded a company in active service at Plymouth, in the last 
war with Hngland. 

From the close of the French and Indian war to the com- 
mencement of the war of the Revolution, Job Peirce was in- 
dustriously engaged in the avocation of a farmer, practising 
upon the principle, and realizing the truth of the proverb, “the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich.” Had he been aselfish man, 
doubtless he would have concluded that he had much less to 
gain by the Rebellion if successful, than to lose if defeated. 
But considerations like this could not induce him to swerve 
Hom his honest convictions of duty. ‘* Times” are said to, 
“make men,” but those pexilous times were not required to 


influence Job Peirce, who, true to the instincts of the Peirce 
ai le | 
er Claghorn was naval constructor of the frigate Constitution, and builder of the 
a American whaler that doubled Cape Hornand obtained a cargo of cil in the 
: el Ovean, 
Fe Contmissioned Ensign of 2d Company of Infantryin Middlebora? in 1810; Capt. 
i + 18; 1814 ; promoted to Major of the 4th Regiment, 1st Brigade, 5th Division of 
i eee Militia, in 1816; Lt. Colonel, April 25, 1818: Eonurably discharged 
ma. He as a member of the Massachusetts Senate; Justice of Peace and Coroner. 
* 
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family, was thoroughly imbued with the loye of democratiy 
principles, and we therefore find him and his brothers Abial} 
Henry and Seth, at the first alarm and at only a moment's 
warning, promptly appearing with arms in their hands fo 
risk their lives and fortunes in defence of democratic insti+ 
tutions and privileges against the encroachments of arbitrary 
power. 
Governor Hutchinson had taken pains to cause the remoy 
al from office of all persons holding commissions in the local 
militia of the Colony of Massachusetts, who were known, 
or reasonably supposed to be of Whig principles, and filled 
their places with out-spoken arrogant Tories, aud hence the 
“ train bands” as thus organized could not be relied npon 
to fight for the cause of the people, but might be expected 
to sustain Parliament and the King. To meet this emer 
gency, companies of Whigs banded together and formed 
military organizations called “ minute men,” selected theit 
leaders, armed and equipped themselves, and commenced to 
drill and discipline; promising to stand by each other in 
defence of their principles, and respond to the calls of thet 
country either by day or by night, at a moment's warnings 
At least three of these companies of “ minute men” well 
organized in Middleboro’, in time to respond to the first call 
now known as the “ Lexington alarm ;” and on that mem: 
rable occasion participated in the opening act of the bloody 
drama under the lead of Captains Abial Peirce, Isaac Wool, 
and Nathaniel Wood. Job Peirce served as a private sdk 
dier in the company commanded by his brother Capt. Abial 
his brother Henry, as a private under Capt. Isaac Wood; 
and his brother Seth, under Capt. Nathaniel Wood. 

Not only among the Peirce brothers were all in this mub 
ter agreed as touching one thing, but in the family of his 
wife did Job Peirce find a kindred spirit—Levi Ronusevil 
his brother-in-law, being the first and only man in the Tv! 
town of Freetown to lead off in the cause of the peopl 
and set about organizing a company of ‘‘ mmute men,” 
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der the yery noses of “ Col. Gilbert and his Banditti,” which 
wnmpany alone represented the Whig cause and sentiments 
of Freetown in the field, on that day when the soil of Con- 
cord and Lexington drank the first blood of the Reyolution. 
Tall River was then a part of Freetown, but from that entire 
section no response was made to our country’s cry of deep 
distress, nor was there any response from old or West 
Freetown. Col. Thomas Gilbert, who was a Capt. at the 
taking of Louisburg in 1745, and Lt. Col. in the French and 
Tndian war in 1755, resided at Assonet Village, West Free- 
fown, in 1775, and was one of the most influential tories 
pntside of Boston. He for a time kept the people of his 
immediate neighborhood yery quiet, if indeed they felt any 
Opposition to the King’s party and Tory principles, and the 
Mass. Congress called him and his armed adherents ‘ Gil- 
hert and his Banditti.” 

The companies of “minute men” that performed such 
‘essential service on the occasion of the ‘“ Lexington alarm,” 
tow that war had actually begun, speedily gave place to 
More permanent military organizations, and the America 
amy, consisting of men enlisted for a term of months or 
years, sprang into existence. Job Peirce is now commission- 
ed Second Lieutenant, in the company of Capt. Nathaniel 
Wood, and in Col. Cary’s regiment. (See Records of 1775, 
in the office of the Secretary of State in Boston.) 

_ At the commencement of the war of the Revolution, as 
for several years before, the local militia of Middleboro’ was 
Organized as four companies, and of the 4th (in 1773) Wil- 
Tiam Canady, who had beena Lieut. in the French and Indian 
War, and was a son of the heroic defender of the fort at St. 
George's River, was commissioned Capt., and John Nelson 
Lient. But Canady proving an inveterate Tory, was deposed 
from office (probably by the act of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature limiting the termof all commissions to the 19th of 
Bept,, 1775), and on the 9th of May, 1776, the offices in 4th 
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company were filled by commissioning Job Peirce as Capt, 
and Josiah Smith and Samuel Hoar as Lieutenants. 
On the “secret expedition,” so called, to Tiverton, R. Ty 
in 1777, Capt. Job Peirce performed another tour of 30 days 
duty in the field, The names of the men composing his 
command—those who did theix duty, and also those who 
yan away, and lived to fight another day” —are given ii 
the records in the office of the Secretary of State, Boston; 
and a copy of the same on pages 64 and 65 of this book, 
On the attempt made by the British troops to bun Pair 
haven, together with their landing in Dartmouth (now New 
Bedford) in 1778, Capt. Job Peirce again took the field) Af 
that date (Sept. 17, 1778) my father had only entered upon 
his fourth year. Nearly three score years afterwards he told 
the writer (then a little boy sitting upon his kmee) many 
incidents illustrating the panic that prevailed in the neigh 
borhood of the threatened invasion. The parish ministen 
mounted on a flect horse, went scouring through the countty 
giving the alarm. His father, leaving his family hastily, 
mustered the local militia, and his mother, bearing an infil 
in her arms, with the aid of her small children,* carried away 
and concealed beds, silver ware and other household furs 
ture in the ground, and then hid themselves in a neighbor 
ing swamp, where they remained till night. The British 
were prevented from penetrating the country by the stulk 
born resistance of the militia under the lead of the gallant 
Major Israel Fearing, of Wareham. But, continued my fateh 
‘in disinterrine our buried treasures we had the misfortiule 
to break the looking-glass.” 
Capt. Job Peirce was a man of strong religions faith, a0 
showed his faith by his works, Few:members of the Cis 
yinist Baptist congregation were so seldom absent from % 
meeting on Sunday, although his dwelling was several mill 


* One of those children, a boy of 5 years, carried in the arms of his sisten, tot 
flight, was a Major in the nest war with Wngland, and commanded a Jattation 
tioned for the defence of New Bedford in 1814. 
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from the church. His hand and heart were always open 
oth to public and private religious and benevolent enter- 
“prises.* He died of an hereditary affection of the kidneys, 
nearly resembling the gravel. His last sickness. was very 
‘distressing, and death closed the scene July 22, 1819, he 
Neng in the 82d year of his age. 


Asmat Corn and wife Anya Prmcer (No. 60), had: 
(107) <Abial, whom tradition says was a soldier in the 
Reyolutionary army, and never returned home; thought to 
taye lost his life in the service. 
(198) John. 
(199) Joseph. 
(200) Robert. 
(201) Lydia, b. Noy. 8, 1763; m. Feb, 14, 1782, Samuel 
Fikens, of Middleboro’. Shed. May 10, 1842. He d. Feb. 
1, 1825, in his 67th year. 
(202) Betsey, m. Joseph Smith. 
(203) Hannah. 

(204) Phebe, m. June 25, 1797, Benjamin Hix, of West- 
port. 
(205) Mercy,} m. Philip Rounsevill, 3d, of East Free- 
fown, in 1775. He was a son of Philip Rounsevill, Jr., 
#tindson of Philip the emigrant. 
(206) Polly. 
(207) Phineas, resided in Barre, Mass. 
(208) Anna, m. Nathaniel Morton Fuller, ‘of Sherburn, 
vermont, Feb. 5, 1807. ’ 
a 


Lt * No other man in Middleboro’, at that time, bestowed so much money on objects 
of sharity ind benevolence, in building meeting-houses, and paying for the: support 
a i pPuiBious ministry. He wasprobably the real donor of Peirce Academy in 
a lWisboro’, He was an industrious man, rose daily before the sun, and always 
‘aay half an hour alone in prayer and meditation before calling the servants from 
? ee He was a slaye-holder, but one at leaat of his slaves remained with him 
th % eng set free, even until death, and the sorrow expressed when the death of 
~~, neato Was mentioned was like that felt for one of his children. 

t Parents of Gamaliel Rounseyill, Msq., formerly of Middleboro’, a man of 


tarked ability, Justice of the Peace and Rep, to Gen. Court, Auditor of Town 
Atvounts, &e, 
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Capt. Hexry Pemce (No. 61), 


Son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and wife Mary Hoskins 
was born in that part of Middleboro’ set off im 1893 and 
incorporated as a new town under the name of Lake 
ville. The precise date of his birth Ihave been unable to. 
learn, but from the age given upon his grave-stone conclude 
it must have been in or near 1743. Like his elder brothas 
Capts. Abial and Job Peirce, he appears at an early age to 
have become thoroughly imbued sith an adventurous and) 
military spirit, and served out one enlistment in the compaiy 
of Capt. Abial Peirce (in Col. Willard’s regiment, ‘in se 
yice at the westward”—so says the record at the State 
House), when only 17. In 1762 (March 24) Henry Pemer 
again enlists, and serves (in a company of which “ Ephraim: 
Holmes, Esq.” is Capt.) 50 weeks and 4 days. Whole 
amount of wages due Henry Peirce was 22 pounds 15 shil 
lings and 2 pence, from which was deducted 14. shillings fir 
beer, leaying a balance of 22 pounds 1 shilling and 2 pentel 
In this company his brother Job was a companion in aris 

Their services closed with the war, which was brought 
an end by the treaty of peace concluded and signed at Pati 
on the 10th of Feb., 1763. 

Capt. Henry Prmce and wife Satome had: 

(209) Susannah, b. Jan. 96,1769; m. Noy. 18, 178 
Abial Booth, of Middleboro’. 

(210) Mary, second dau. b. in 1770; m. Feb. 18, 179, 
Abner Clark, Esq., of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. He wit 
commissioned Aug. 29, 1799, Ensign in the militia of Mute 


* Marvy Hoskins was a daughter of Henry Hoskins, Sen’r, of Tauntom Hour 
Sen’r, was a son of William Hoskins, of Taunton, William married, July 3) 60) 
Sarah Caswell, and their children were : Anna, born Feb. 14, 1678 ; Sarah, b. Ae 
31, 1679; William, b. June 30, 1681; Henry, b. Oct. 12, 1686, m, first, AD i 
——, and second, the widow Priscilla Boothe, and he died July 29, 17715 40 hy 
pb. April 4, 1689; John, b. Sept. 28, 1690; Jacob, b. Noy. 1, 1692; Stoplieth\ 
Sept. 2, 1697. § 

+ The dilapidated condition of the vecord does not admitof detetmining howl 


he did serve, but enough to prove that he performed a tour of duty, . 
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“eboro’. She died July 25,1847. He died May 1, 1830, 
‘aged 55 years. (Town Records of Middleboro’, Roster in 
“Adjutant General’s office, Boston, and graye-stones in Lake- 
ville.) 

(211) Salome, m. Thomas White, of East Freetown, 
pEeh, 19, 1799. 

(212) Ebenezer, b. Noy. 21, 1777; m. March 12, 1801, 
Charity Hinds, of Middleboro’, and removed to the State of 
aine, where he died Dec. 3, 1852. He was commissioned 
(Aug. 15, 1796) Ensign of the 7th Co. of local militia in Mid- 
ileboro’, Abanoam Hinds being Capt. and Benj. Chase Lieut. 
He was master builder of the Congregational meeting-house 
tected at Assonet Village, Freetown, in 1809, and noted as 
a ingenious mechanic. 

(213) Henry, b. in 1778 ; m. Ist, 





Sherman; m. 2d, 
— Lombard. He d. Sept. 1, 1826, and was buried in the 
‘aucient cemetery by Assawamset Pond, in Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville, 
(214) Lydia, b. Oct. 17, 1781; d. Dec. 26, 1863; m. 
Ist, Jan, 6, 1805, William J. enney, of Fairhaven. He was 
lost at sea, and she then m. Capt. Nathaniel Staples of Berk- 
ley, b. Jan. 6, 1777; d. July 17, 1862. He was commis- 
floned Lieut, of Ist Co. of the local militia in Berkley, April 
#, 1805 ; promoted to Capt. March 31, 1807; removed to 
Middleboro’ in April, 1822; was Selectman of that town, and 
‘Rep. to General Court at Boston in 1832. 

The commencement of the French and Indian war found 
tity Peirce a beardless boy—precocious, it is true, in the 
Malities of a soldier ; but at the time of the fights in Lex- 
ington and Concord he was a man of 32 years, having a wife 
tid seyeral children, and the novelty (if indeed war to him 
WS ever viewed as a novelty) has passed away, and is only 
Mearded asa dreadful necessity. But the tocsin of war was 
| voller sounded, than he with his old King’s arm prompt- 
: took his place inthe ranks of a company of “ minute men ” 
Inder Capt, Isaac Wood, who lost no time in repairing to 


a 
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Marshfield to administer a proper quietus to the tories of 
that town, who had banded together under the title af 
« Associated Loyalists.” 
When the events of April 19, 1775, had passed, anda 
Continental Army was called for, Henry Peirce, with charace 
teristic energy and patriotism, assisted Capt. Levi Rouse 
vill in raising a company in Middleboro’, Freetown m 1 
Dartmouth, which became a part of the 9th Continental Regt, 
commanded by Col. Daniel Brewer. In this company Hemy 
Peirce was commissioned as first Lieutenant. 
Barly in 1777 we find Henry Peirce, now a Captain, with 

a company in Rhode Island, and the Records at the Stat 
House, Boston, credit him and his Lieut. Peter Hoar, cath 
with 30 days service, and George Shaw, his Ensign, with? 
days duty, and the enlisted men with different terms of timé: 
In August, 1780, Capt. Peirce and his company performel 
another short tour of duty in Rhode Island, in the regiment 
commanded by Lt. Col. Ebenezer White, of Rochester.* 


By second wife Drsoran Crasz, had : 
(215) Tilar, b. Feb. 15, 1786; m. Elizabeth Sisson, He 
was a master mariner, and was knocked overboard by # 
boom and drowned in Long Island Sound. 
(216) Deborah, b. Jan. 18, 1788; m. Timothy Coffin 
(217) Keziah, b. Feb, 15, 1790; m. J. Gorham. 
Deborah, the 2d wife, was b. in 1762. She was a dang 
ter of Job Chase, and a granddau. of Benjamin Chase, # 
and wife Mary Briggs, great-granddau. of Benjamm Chast 
Jr., and wife Mercy Simmons, and great-great-granddat il 
Benjamin Chase, a cooper, who was probably the enthes) 
Chase settler at Freetown. 
* The remains of Lt. Col. Ebenezer White were interred m the burial wal 
near the Academy at Centre Rochester, Plymouth County, Mass,, where i a" 
stone marking his grave bears the following inscription : ‘* Maaten'ro Mont. 
ho memory of Col, Ebenezer White, who died Mareh, 1804, ast. 80. He wns 
chosen to represent the town of Rochester in the General Court; in 140 
elections bo was unanimously chosen. Asa tribute of respectifor his fajthtil sem 
the ‘Lown erected this monument to his memory.”” 
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Deborah, the 2d wife, died Dec. 23, 1849, aged about 87 
years, (See grave-stones in Lakeville.) 


 Bexzasn Sroonrr, Jr.* and wife Mary Pxrmce (No. 62) 
‘had 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. January, 1812. 
(219) William, b. Sept. 22, 1766; d. Aug. 12, 1829. 
(220) Wrederick, b. April 8, 1768; d. April 10, 1768. 
(221) Frederick, b. July 23, 1769; d. May 31, 1842. 
(222) Zeruah, b. Aug. 20,1771; m. Benjamin Green. 
(223) Luther, b. March 22, 1774; m, Hannab Allen. 
Hed. Aug. 10, 1861. 
(224) Mary, b. March 29,1776; m. Eleazer Peirce, of 
Middleboro’, Oct. 12, 1795. 
(225) Betsey, b. Jan. 2, 1778; m. Leyi Macomben* 
(226) Benjamin, b. Nov. 22, 1780; d. Jan. 24, 1789. 
(227) Calvin, b. Sept. 20, 1782; d. April 23, 1785. 
Benjamin Spooner, Jr., the parent, was a son of Benjamin 
mid Zeruah Spooner, and born in Middleboro’, Oct. 23, 1743. 
(See Town Records of M.) Benjamin, Jr. served as a sol 
dicrin the French and Indian war, and also in the war 
Ofthe Revolution. 


Capt. Sera Perrce (No. 63), 


. Son of Ebenezer Peirce (No.24) and wife Mary Hoskins, 
Wis b. in Middleboro’, now‘ Lakeville, in or about the 
yeu 1747, and was therefore too young to participate in the 
®xploits of the French and Indian war, being only nine years 
Olage at its commencement, and scarcely sixteen at its close. 
He owned and cultivated a farm in the Titicut Parish of his 
Mitive town, but ere long disposed of it and removed to 
Shutesbury, in old Hampshire, now Franklin County, and 
Mbsequently to Hardwick. 


tam indebted to the kindness of Thomas Spooner, Esq., of Reading, Ohio, for 
; Naa facts in the history of this branch of the Spooner family, 


(218) Lorana, b. April 8, 1765; m. Abner Peirce, of - 


—— hm: | _——_ ae 


sal cette att 
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His remoyal to Shutesbury must have occurred some time” 
during the war of the Revolution, for on the 19th of Apmil 
1775, he was among the “ minute men” of Middleboro’ that 
marched to Marshfield under Capt. Nathaniel Wood (So 
Records of Rolls of Lexington alarm in State House, Bow 
ton), and at a later period we find him commanding a com 
pany raised for three months service from towns in Hamp 
shire County, and his own residence reported as at Shutor 
bury. (Rolls of Revolution, State House.) 


Capt. Sera Perce (No. 63) and wife Hurpan Sampson had: 
(228) Martha, b. 1770; m. Aug. 23, 1792, David Paige; 
of Hardwick, Mass. Shed. July 31, 1844, aged 74 years, 
(229) Polly, b. 1774; m. Sept. 15, 1793, Ashbel) 
Rice, of Hardwick, Mass. She d. June 7, 1802, et. 28 y1s, 
(230) Seth, b. 17—; was a merchant in Boston, 
(231) Sampson, b. 1j—; m Nichols. 
(232) Betsey, b. Feb., 1782; m. April 24, 1806, Di 
Dayid Billings. Shed. Feb. 1, 1857, aged 74 years, 11 mos 
12 days. Huldah, the mother, died March 15, 1793. (Ste 
graye-stones at Hardwick.) 

Capt. Seth Peirce, on the 22d of Dec., 1793, contest 
ed a second marriage with Resecca, a dau. of Col. Tan 
thy Paige, of Hardwick. One child (No. 233) was bom of 
this marriage, and lived but a few days, and the mothe 
lived less than two years, and d. Aug. 2, 1795, aged ih 
years. (See graye-stones in Hardwick. 5 

Capt. Seth Peirce and third wife Asrcam Huvxvey hadi 
daughter— 

(2384) Abigail, b. 1797; m. Hotchkiss, an Englule 
man; went with him to the land of his nativity and d, thettr 
—Abigail, the third wife of Capt. 8. Peirce, d. Dec, 30, 19) 
aged 37 years. (Sce grave-stones in Hardwick.) His tout 
and last wife was Mary McFartiy, of Worcester, who ollé 
lived him. . 

Capt, Seth Peirce was extensively engaged in agricultu™ 
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pursuits, and had the esteem of the people in both Shutes- 
hwy and Hardwick where he successively resided. 


BrerHen Haraaway and wife Hore Perce (No. 64) had: 
- (235) Leonard, b. Sunday, Nov. 15, 1767; m. Helen 


fer, and is said to have executed the fine finish that character- 
wed the pulpit and sounding board of the Calvinist Baptist 
mecting-house in Assonet village, Freetown. Rep. to Gene_ 
til Court from Dighton in 1813 and 1814. 
(286) Alden, b. Monday, April 9, 1770; m. (his cousin) 
Mercy Palmer, dau. of Gideon Palmer and wife Abigail N, 
Hathaway. He d. Sept. 11, 1861, Mercy the wife d, 
May 11, 1864. They resided at Assonet Village in Freetown. 
He was an Assessor of Freetown in 1819 and 1820, and a 
wotail trader at Assonet for many years. 
(237) Stephen, b. Saturday, Sept. 28, 1771; m. Sylvia 
Briges, He d. Dec. 24, 1854, They resided in Dighton, 
Bristol County, Mass. 
(238) Nicholas, b. Saturday, Dec. 4, 1773; m. (his cou- 
tin) Anna Peirce, of Middleboro’. She d. Sept, 28, 1822, 
used 60 years, and he m. Mrs. Elizabeth Morton,* widow of 
Dayid Morton, April 15, 1824. He d. near Milford, Union 
(s., Ohio. Was a physician, and d. Aug. 24,1848, Second 
Wife d. Feb. 15, 1863, aged 76 years, 9 mos. 14 days. 

(259) Anna, b. Saturday, Dec. 30, 1775; m. Ephraim 
Atwood. She d. Aug. 13, 1805. 

(240) Elias, b. Friday, Feb. 27, 1778. 
(241) Ebenezer, b. Saturday, Aug. 21, 1779; m. Betsey 
Grine, of Berkley. They resided in Dighton, Mass. 
(242) Frederick, b. Sunday, Noy. 19, 1781; m. Sally 
White, Hed. Nov., 1864. 
a el Pe 
5 its. Morton’s maiden name was Mitchell. She was b. May 2, 1786, dan. of 
vid Mitchell, who d. March §, 1823, aged 51 years, that being his birth day. Her 
nly brother, a soldier under Gen, Jackson, was killed Jan. 8, 1815. 


* 


Walker. He d. March 12, 1820. He was a house carpen- * 


+ 


’ 


_ He d. Feb, 25, 1847. 


bol 
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(243) Anson, b. Saturday, Nov. 29, 1783; m. Hope Lee 


(244) Hope, b. Thursday, Dec. 8, 1785 ; “never marzed, 
Died Noy. 18, 1823. 

(245) Polly, b. Friday, Sept. 7, 1787; m. Oliver Peirog, 
Bsq., of Middleboro’ (now Lakeville), Oct. 7, 1827. Sheil, 
April 26, 1832, and he d. Aug. 1%, 1860. Both buried w 
Lakeville. 

(246) Erastus, b. Sunday, Noy. 22, 1789; m, Mery 
Norton. ; 

Stephen, the parent, owned and occupied a farm in Tan 
ton, near the river that divides that town from Dighton 
The house is still standing, and the residence of Stephal 
Peirce, Esq., a son-of Oliver Peirce, Esq., the husband of 
Polly Hathaway, and born of his first. wife Amey Peirets 
Stephen Hathaway, the parent, was born in Freetown, Sephi 
4, 1745, Old Style, baptized Sept. 15, 1745, and d. April 2 
1819.* Hope, the mother, died January 10, 1841. 


Exsenrzer Perece, Jr. (No. 65), 


Son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and wife Mary Hoskins, 
was the only one of their ten children (viz., six sons ant 
fonr daughters) who did not marry. He was betrothed to 
Sarah, a daughter of Robert Hoar, of Middleboro’ (and bowl 
of Judith Tinkham his second wife in 1757), a beauiiltt) 
young woman of scarcely 18 summers, who d. Noy. 22, 117, 
(See grave-stones in Caswell burial ground, Hast Tanntos) 
The public mind was then thoroughly occupied with tht 
war just commenced between England and her Americtl 
Colonies, and the five older brothers of Ebenezer Peirao;#iy 
were already risking their lives on the battle field; and mind 
fal of his country’s sotrows, and to forget his ows, ™ 

“young man became a soldier, in a large company, every ol 

* Thanks are due to Gideon P. Hathaway, Bsq., late of Freetown, for many 5m 
furnished by hima concerning this branch of the Hathaway family, and the livelye 
terest that he took in the history of the Peirce family, _ 
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oie of whom returned bearing his shield. He neither came 
bearing if nor yet borne upon it, but went to his last mspec- 
fion, and passed his great and final review only six days be- 
fore his term of enlistment expired, his body finding rest in 
soldier's grave made near the spot where he gave his life 
as a sacrifice for the liberties of his native land. He was 
‘private soldier in the company of Capt. Joshua White, of 
Middleboro’, on duty at Newport, R. I. His brother, Job 
Peirce (No. 59), then a captain in the patriot service, 
took measures to change the name of his youngest son (my 
father) from John to Ebenezer, from whom it descended to 
the writer of this family history, who in view of his own 
suffering has often been led to ask, ‘‘ what's in a name?” 
Itis worthy of remark that Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and 
wife Mary Hoskins were the parents of ten children, nine of 
Whom married and had one hundred grandchildren, and 
méarly all the latter were born before the decease of their 
grandfather, 
Grorce Perrce (No. 66), 
First son of Ensign Isaac (25) and wife Deliverance Hol- 
lbway, b. Oct. 16,1735; m. Sept. 14, 1757, Sarah (No. 101), 
dim. of Shadrach and Abigail (Hoskins) Peirce. George d. 
Valy 17,1774. Sarah d. April 20, 1778. 
) Grorez Prtror and wife Saran had: 
(247) George,* m, Content Evans, of Berkley, April 
26, 1782, 
| (248) Hermon, b. Nov. 17, 1765; m. Rachel Hoar,t of 
Middleboro’, March 25,1787. He d. Aug. 7, 1809, She 
9,1856, (Middleboro’ Town Records and graye- 
Les, 


~ He served at BR, I, in 1781, in the company of Capt. Henry Peires, in the 

aligentof Lt. Col. Ebenezer White. He was commissioned Kinsign of 7th compa- 

yin loca) militia, in Middleboro’; Sept. 25, 1792. His wife Content was a dan. of 

es Jr, and wile Thaukful Pray; granddau. of Robert Eyans and wife 
nyia, 

1 She wasn daughter of Robert Hoar and 8d wife Rachel Hoskins ; granddan. 

‘Satuel a and wile Rebecca Peirce (No, 17}, 


j 
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(249) Levi, b. Aug: 10, 1774; m. twice. First, Lucy 
Peirce, of Middleboro’. He d. June 3, 1845, She was h, 
March 31, 1776. 

(250) Phebe, m. Isaac Parris, of Middleboro’. (Trad 
tion.) 

(251) Abigail, m. John Hoar,* of Middleboro’ and after. 
wards of Pelham. 


Exos Pzrrcz (No. 68), 


Son of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance,. b. Sept. 30, 
1739; m. Ruth Durfee, of Freetown. He made a will in 
1790, that was proyed in Probate Court in 1794. 

Enos and wife Rurm had: 

(252) Oliver,t b. April 18, 1786; d. Ang. 17, 1860; 
m, three times. First, Amy Peirce, of Middleboro’, whod) 
Dec. 31, 1825; m. second, Oct. 7, 1827, Polly Hathaway, 
of Taunton, who d. April 26, 1832, aged 46 years ; m. thinl 
Anna Peirce, of Middleboro’, who d. Feb. 12, 1847, aged 
69. (See inscriptions on monument in Lakeville.) 

(253) Bathsheba, b. Feb. 20, 1788; m. Zebulon White, 
Jr., of Norton, June 22, 1809. She died Oct. 8, 1811. He 
was a son of Major Zebulon White, of Norton. 


Ensign Davip Purece (No. 69), 


Son of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. March 20, 
1741; m. July 1, 1764, Abigail Hathaway, of Frectowy 
(Freetown Records, Book 2d.) David was killed by the fill 
of a tree, March 9, 1779. After the death of Ensign Davi 
Peirce, Abigail, while a widow, conducted disgracefully, oie 
ing birth to two illegitimate children, viz., Mrs. Lucy Cia 

















+ John Hoar served at R. I. in Aug., 1781, under Capt. Henry Peirce (No. flr 
‘After the war John Hoar remoyed to Pelham, Mase. He was ason of Robert ia 
swife Rachel; grandson of Samuel Hoar and wife Rebecea Peirce ( No. 17). 

y Aman of respectability, influence and wealth ; Justice of the Peace for! \ 
mouth Uo., and Representative to the Gen. Cour at Boston in 1830. He receive! 
his father a walking staff that had belonged to Ensign Isaac (No. 25), Isaac (No.l 
and Isaac (No. 6). (State Record and Tradition.) 

{ March 3, 1789, the widow Abigail became the wife of Joshua Howland. 
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ys, of Freetown, and Mrs. Mehitabel Davis, of Fall River. 
The conduct of Abigail during her widowhood was the cause 
‘of much scandal, and also of deep mortification to the blood 
yelatives of her deceased husband, David Peirce. 


Ensign Davin Perce and wife Asrcam Haraaway had: 

(254) Isaac, b. Jan. 13,1765; m. Weston, He 
fecame a pauper and was supported by the town of Fair- 
hnven, (Town Records of Middleboro’ and tradition.) 

(255) Deliverance, b. Feb. 12, 1767; m. Aug. 15, 1785, 
John C, Stephens—called, on Middleboro’ records, a transient 
person. 

(256) Deborah, b. Jan. 30,1769; m, Nehemiah Sher- 
man, of Freetown, May 11,1786. He became a pauper, and 
was supported by the town of Middleboro’, haying spent 
quite a handsome property. 

(257) Silas, b, June 26, 1772; m. Cynthia Tobey. 

(258) Eleazer, b. Nov. 12,1774; m, Oct, 12, 1795, Polly 
Spooner, dau. of Benjamin, Jr. and Mary Spooner, of Mid- 
dleboro’, (Town Records of Middleboro’.) 

(259) Jacob, b. April 22, 1777; d. July 3, 1778. 

(260) Abigail, b. May 3, 1779; m. Luther Ashley, of 
M. Shed. Jan. 27,1846. (Town Records of Middleboro’, 
ind graye-stones in Lakeville.) 


Stas Price (No. 70), 


Son of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. July 25, 
VW44; m. Oct. 31, 1771, Anna Hathaway, of Taunton. 
Silas d. May 1, 1816, (See Town Records of Middleboro’, 
and graye-stones in East Freetown.) 

Sinas and wife Anna had: . 

(261) Hope, b. Feb. 2, 1772; m. Simeon Peirce, of 
Trnton. She d. May 6, 1857. ‘Pe a, Nex 17, 1859. 
(Town Records of Middleboro’, and grave-stones near Myr- 
‘ickville,) THe was of the Rhode Island family of Peirces. 

(262) Dayid, b, Oct. 12, 1778. Died April 7, 1809. 
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(263) Imey, b. March 81, 1776; m. Levi Peixce, of 
Middleboro’. They removed to Worcester county. 

(264) Anna, b. April 28, 1778; m. Oliver Peirce, Esq, 
of M. She d. Feb. 12,1847. Hed. Aug. 17,1860. She 
was a most excellent woman, as the writer from personal 
knowledge can testify. 

(265) George, b. Aug. 24,1780; m. Eunice Tinkham, 
of Rochester. She d. June 22, 1827, aged 45 years. 

(266) Mary, b. June 11, 1783; m. Sylvester Rounsevill, 
of Freetown. She d. Dec. 23, 1861. They removed to State 
of New York. 

(267) Isaac, b. Feb. 10, 1786; m. Deliverance Sherman, 
dau, of Nehemiah Sherman and wife Deborah Peirce (No, 
256). Isaac d. in 1868, He served as a private soldier i 
the last war with England, being in the coast guard stationed 
near Plymouth. 

(268) Judith, b. April 20, 1788; m. William Elks, of 
Rochester. She d. in May, 1861. They resided in Roches 
ter. Mr. Ellis possessed great mechanical ingenuity. 

(269) Deliverance, b. March 4, 1790. 

(270) Melatiah H., b. Oct. 7,1792; m. Sally White, af 
Fairhaven. He is believed to have committed suicide, aftet 
haying greatly injured his health by the use of strong drink 


Lucy Puce (No. 71), 


Daughter of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. May 
98, 1755; m. Nov. 30, 1775, Capt. Samuel French, Jn." of 
Berkley, She d. April 26, 1845. He d. March 26, 18a, 


in his 79th year. 
Capt. Samu Freneu and wife Lucy Perrce had: 
(271) Samuel,t b. Feb. 23, 1777; m. June 24, 1800, 
pia. ae 


* His father, whose name was also Samuel French, was commissioned Onptainal 
a company of militia in Berkley, in 1762, nnd was born in 1714, being.a son of Jak 
French, born in 1669. John French was a Selectman of Berkley 1739 and 1740, nad 
died Sept. 6, 1760. Oapt. Samuel, his son, was Assessor of Berkley four yeart, 
Town Clerk thirteen years. Capt. Samuel, Jr. was born im 1752, ; 

} He was Town Clerk of Berkley 4 years, Selectman 6 years, School Cotmmittee 
years, Representative to Gencrai Court 4 years, Sonator 2 years, and Delegate # 
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Celia Crane, of Berkley. He d. March 5,1861. She d. 
Dec. 6, 1842, aged 61 years. He was commissioned Lieut, 
of militia in Berkley, and promoted to Captain April 25, 
1805. Was asea-faring man in early life, and was once 
captured by the pirates. 

(272) Caroline M., b. Aug. 10,1779; m. Apollos Dean, 
of Freetown. She d.in 1864. Hed. in 18 . They re- 
sided in Freetown, and near the Friend's meeting-house. 

(273) Edmund, b. Noy. 30, 1784; m. Dec. 25, 1806, 
Sally Valentine, of Fall River. He d. May 8, 1859. Was 
a Deputy Sheriff many years, and an excellent school teacher. 

(274) Laura, b. April 28, 1786; d. Jan. 18, 1787. 


Erisna Perros (No. 72), 
Son of Elisha (No. 26) and wife Margaret Pain; m. Su- 
sunnah They had one son, named 
(275) Elisha, I cannot learn what became of him. 





Asranam Pzrrce (No. 73), : 
Son of Elisha (No, 26) and wife Margaret; m. Aug. 6, 


‘A761, Priscilla Reed. She d. Oct. 25, 1780. 


Asranam Pemeor and wife Priscrita Rexp had: 

(276) Simeon, b, Oct. 7, 1761; m. Lorana Parris, of 
M., Jan. 20, 1785. 

(277) Sabrey, b. July 11, 1763; m. Dea. Moses Parris, 
of M. She d. Noy., 1823. He was deacon of second Cal- 
Yinist Baptist church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 

(278) Charlotte, b, March 30, 1765; never m. (Town 
Records of M.) 

(279) Abner, b. Jan. 23, 1769; m. Lorana Spooner, 
dau, of Benj. Spooner, Jr., of M. She d. Jan., 1812. 


Constitutional Convention in 1853. His son Rodney French has been a, member of 
Governor's Conncil, Mayor of City of New Bedford, and member of Conetitutional 
Convention in 1853, and Representative to the General Court in 1869. Giles 
1 Teach, a prandson of Hon. Samuel, has twice been a member of General Court, 
“iéub. of militia, and beld nearly every office of the town in which he lives ; making 


§x suecasiye generations in which the family has had men calculated to lead and 
conduct public affairs, 
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(280) Lois, b. June 23, 1770; m. May 15,.1793, Lieut, 
Isaac Holloway,* of M. She d. March 3, 1842.  (Grave- 
stones.) 

(281) Experience, b. Aug. 10, 1772; m. Oct. 9, 1788, 
David Pickens, of Middleboro’. (Town Records of M. and 
tradition.) 

(282) Patience, b. July 26, 1774; m. in 1800, Sampson 
Parris, of M. He was a very ingenious mechanic. By trade 
a house carpenter. Great ingenuity in mechanism is a 
marked trait in their posterity. 

(283) Blisha, b. June 28,1776; m. Susan 
Records of Middleboro’.) + 

(284) Abraham, b. July 8, 1778; m. Mary Heyford, of 
M. She d. April 18, 1848. He was a house carpenter. 

(285) Priscilla, b. Oct. 21,1780; m. Tsaac Parris, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. (Town Records of Middleboro’ 
and tradition.) 

By 2d wife, Mary Russet, the family of Abraham (No. 
73)*was increased by the birth of six: more children, viz: 

(286) Anson, b. Jan. 14, 1786; m. June 1806, Sally 
Hathaway, of Taunton. Hed. Aug. 12, 1866. Lived anil 
‘died on the farm owned and occupied by his father and 

grandfather in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, on the county 
road leading from Taunton to New Bedford. 
(287) Rebecca, b. March 9, 1788; m. James Clark 
(wheelwright), of Freetown. She d. Dec. 9, 1854. “They 
resided in Freetown. She was buried in new cemetery neit 
Ist Christian Chapel in Assonet, and has suitable grave: 
stones. 

(288) Hannah, b. Noy. 28, 1790; m. Simeon Haskins, 
of Freetown. He d. March, 1850. Shed. March 21, 1868: 





. (Town 


















# Tle was commissioned Lieut, of the 7th company of local militia in Middlebont! 
(then called the Beech Woods company), May 4, 1802, Elkanah Peirce being Cup 
and Freeman Peirce Ensign. This was of the militia regiment commanded by) 
Abiel Washburn, of M., Peter Hoar Sen, Maj., and Roland Luce, of Rochest 
Jun. Maj, In his resignation he stated that he had been superseded by the election 
of a captain from the ranks. 
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(280) Mahala, b. March, 1793; m, Samuel Richmond, 
of Hreetown. She d. June 18,1850, He d. not long after, 
and both were buried on the homestead farm of Samuel 
Richmond in Freetown. 

(290) Mary, b. March 1, 1796 ; m. June 2, 1816, Thomas 
§. Hathaway, of Freetown. They reside at Falmouth. 

(291) Margaret, b. Oct. 12, 1799; m. Aug. 4, 1847, 
Abraham Peirce, of Kast Taunton. 

On page 76 of this book we stated, on: the authority of 
tradition, that Abraham Peiree (No. 73) was a house carpen- 
fer, which we have reason to think was a mistake. 


Marearer Prmes (No. 74), 


Married, Dec. 6, 1768, Luke Perkins,* of Freetown. 

Lox Perkins and wife Marcarer Perrece had: 

(292) Nathan, b, Aug, 13,1770; m. March, 1799, Char- 
lotte Gisby, of Middleboro’. He d. Noy. 3, 1850. She d. 
March 22,1861. They were the parents of Col. Edward G. 
Perkins, and Capt. Nathan Perkjns, of Middleboro’, 

(293) Ina,b.177-. Tradition says m. Charlotte Aldrich, 
nd enlisted as a soldier in the regular army in or about the . 
fime of the last war with England. 

(294) Rosina, b. 177-; m. Seth Caswell, of Middle- 
boro’, They resided in that part now Lakeville. 

No children were b. of Margaret after her marriage with 
her 2d husband, Joseph Booth. 


Resecca Perce (No. 75), * 


| Danghter of Elisha (No. 26) and wife Margaret Pain, m. 
July 26,,1764, Thomas Simmons, of Middleboro’. 


Tuomas Simons and wife Resrcca Perce had: 
| * Ieee 


* Luke Perkins is said to have been a son of Ignatius Perkins. 

1 Ata so-called ** revival” in Middleboro’, Rosina made a profession of religion, 
And an Spen confession of her sins; one of which forever destroyed the peace of one 
Of the most respectable families in that town, and hurried the futher of it in pongent 
‘Gref and mortification to his grave. Persons present at the meeting where her 
#slounding revelation was made still live. 
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(295) Abraham, b. 17—; m. Lois Peirce, of Middle 
boro’, Jan. 14,1795. She was adau, of Richard Peirce, Jn, 

(296) Asenath, b. 17— ; m. Job Thrasher, of Middle. 
boro’, April 16, 1799. 

(297) Hope, b, 17—; m. 
She d. Dec. 30, 1856. 

(298) Alfred, b. 17—; m. no one, d. suddenly and was 
thought to have been poisoned. He and another were tent 
ing a coal pit in the forest, and when visited were found 
dead or nearly dead, in their cabin, and terribly swollen, 
(Testimony of Mrs. Hathaway, wife of Thomas S. Hathaway, 
of Falmouth, Mass.) 





Robbins, of Middlebor’, 


Syuvia Pemcu (No. 76), dau. of Elisha (No. 26) and wile 
Marcarer Par, hada son: 


(299) Benjamin,* who was always called Benj. Chase; 
m. Briggs, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. Was @ 
house carpenter, and master builder of the Pond meeting: 
house, so called, in Lakeville, erected in 1796, Commis 
sioned Lieut. of the 7th company of the local militia of Mid 
dleboro’, Aug. 15, 1796; removed to Assonet village it 
Freetown, where he owned a house on the west side of Sonthi 
main street; sold that, and removed to Newport, R. L, where 
he d. Sylvia, the mother, finally married Samuel Parris;t 
of Middleboro’, and had: 

(300) Humphrey, m. and lived in Tiverton, R. I 

(301) Abigail, never married, but has had one or mole 
children, and for some 16 years has been a pauper, suppor 
ed by the town of Lakeville. 








* Benjamin (No. 299) was a member of the Calvinist Baptist Church that wor 
shipped in the ‘* Pond meeting-bonse,” and for a time maintained preat zeal mm 
ligion, The company of which he was Lient. belonged to the 4th regiment ll 
which Edward Sparrow, of Middleboro’, was Col., Charles Sturtevant, of Roohestaty 
Lieut, Col., and Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’, Major. 

+ Samuel Parris served nine days in Capt. Henry Peirce’s company in By L., Ady 
1761, He removed from Middleboro’, Mass., to Tiverton, RB. I. 
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Eunice Perce (No. 90), 


Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29), b. Oct. 25,1745; m. Dea. 
Amos Nelson, of M., May 25, 1769; she d. May 27, 1783. 

Deacon Amos Netson and wife Euntce Perce had: 

(302) Isaac, m, Abigail Briggs, of Middleboro’. 

(303) Betsey, m. Rey. Ebenezer Briggs,* of Middle- 
boro’, Nov. 1, 1789. 

(304) Polly, lived single. 

(305) Amos, m. Sampson, of Fairhayen. 


Capt. James Perce (No. 91) 

Son of Elkanah Peirce (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, 
m, Jan, 20, 1774, Abigail Smith, of Middleboro’. He was 
liberal in support of religious institutions. Was commission- 
eda Captain of local militia in Middleboro’, July 17, 1787.. 

Capt, Jamns and wife Azsrear had: 

(306) Elkanah, b. Oct, 23, 1774; m. Betsey Howland, 
ofM. He was commissioned May 20, 1799, Lieut. of the 
ith companyt in local militia of Middleboro’ (Beech Woods 





lois, where he died, : 

(307) Hannah, b. March 8,1776; m. April 14, 1799, 
William Rounseyill, of Freetown, somof William Rounsevill 
and wife Rebecca Hoar. 

(308) Freeman, -b. Dec. 4, 1777; m. Jan. 5, 1800, Try- 
phena Peirce, of Middleborough. Commissioned May 4, 
1802, Ensign of 7th company in local militia of M., them 
tommanded by his brother Elkanah Peirce. Removed to 


New York State. 

Se lee 

a Before hecoming a preacher, he had been an officer in the local militia of Mid- 
borough, and was commissioned Lieut. June 24, 1790; Capt, Aug, 4, 1794, in the 

Pond company, so called, 5 

( eis Company was in the 4th regiment of local militia, then commanded hy Col. 

* etwards Goneral) Abial Washburn , of Middleboro’; Peter Hoar, of M., waa Senior. 

ela Luee, of Rochester, Junior Major, and Oyrus Keith, of Middleboro’, 


14 





company); promoted to Capt. May 4, 1802. Removed to: 
New York State, Chenango County, and from thence. to Thhi- 
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(309) James, b. Noy. 10, 1779; m. Mercy Howland, 
(810) Betsey, b. June 23, 1782; m. Noble Howland. 
(311) Polly, b. Noy. 14, 1784; m. Abiatha Rounseyill, 
of Freetown, son of William Rounsevill and wife Rebecca 
Hoar. 
(312) Eunice, b. Jan. 15, 1787; m. Nathaniel Tobey, of 
Berkley. 
(313) Martin, b. Oct. 9, 1791; m. Ist, Bathsheba How- 
land; m. 2d, Pickens. 
(314) Stephen, b. June 4, 1795; m. —— Olney, of 
Providence, R. I. 
(315) Abigail, b. July 25, 1798. 


Partence Perce (No. 92), 


Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, 
was b. May 31, 1754, and m. Sept. 16, 1778, Seth Spooner, 
Esq. (son of the distinguished revolutionary patriot, Hon. 
Walter Spooner), of Dartmouth. 

Sera Spooner, Esq. and wife Parrence Perec had: 

(816) Noah, b. Oct. 28, 1774; d. May 28, 1776, 

(317) Charles, b. June 27,1777; d. Feb. 9,1779. 
> (318) Noah, b. March 5, 1779; m, Sept. 19, 1818, Mary 
Taber. She is dead. 

(319) Hannah, b. April 19, 1781; d. Sept. 26, 1793, 

(320) Dorothy, b. Aug. 12, 1783; m. Oct. 20, 1805, 
Isaiah Taber. 

(321) Paul, b. June 12, 1786; m. Ist, Sally Grinnell, of 
_ New Bedford. She d. Aug. 23, 1855, and he m. 2d, Susall 
Bursley. He was a distinguished physician, and d. July 18, 
1862. ; 

(322) Nathaniel, b. May 6, 1790; m. Sophia —~o 
Fairhaven, now Acushnet. He d, June 20, 1860. Was 4 
lawyer, and forgmany years Judge of the Police Court, NeW 
Bedford. 

Seth Spooner, Esq., the parent, represented New Bedfort 
in the Gen. Court at Boston eleven years. 
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Jor Pemcr (No. 93) and wife Berry Pay had: 


ie (328) Ethan, b. Dec. 29, 1785; m. Dec. 4, 1817, Fanny 
Hoar, of Middleboro’. He d. Oct.’ 9, 1864. Was commis- 
sioned June 6, 1815, Capt. of the 7th company* in the local 
militia of Middleboro’; was Rep. to the Gen. Court in 1834 
and 1835. He served a brief period as a private soldier in 
coast guard, war of 1812. 

(324) Amy, b, Sept. 13, 1787; m. Oliver Peirce, Esq., 
oM. Shed. Dec. 31,1825. Hed. Aug. 17, 1860. 

(325) Enos, b. Feb. 11, 1789; m, May, 1817, Lucy Hoar, 
of M. Shed. March 3, 1860. Was b. Noy. 9,1795. He 
tesided a part of the time in East Taunton, and part in 
Marshfield ; d. April 8, 1868. 

(326) Job, b. Sept. 30, 1790; m. March 20, 1814, Polly 
Allen, of M. He was by trade a house carpenter, and resided 
inFreetown. Died June 2, 1868. 

Job, the parent, was killed by accident in April, 1790, and 
Betty then m. Barzillai Crossman, of Raynham, I have not 
been able to learn when Job Peirce the parent (No. 93) was 
bom, though diligent inquiry has been made among his de- 
scendants, and it is to a person of another family that I owe 
the date given of his death. Can find no record of his 
iarriage, 


Rosa Prmce (No. 94), 


_ Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29) and wife Hannah-Eddy, m. 
March 14, 1780, Abner Pitts, of Taunton. 

Rows Prrrce and wife Hannan Eppy had: 

(327) James, m. White, of Norton. 

(328) Abner, m. Eleanor Sanford, of Berkley. 

(329) Sally, m. Elisha Bugbee, of Taunton. 

(ai). Jobs 
eee ga Sor. Tt a ee 


— * This company was in the regiment of Col, Abial Washburn; Levi Peirce (No, 
1) yas Senioy Major, Ephraim Ward Junior Major, and Cyrus Keith Adjutant, 
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Purse Perce (No. 95), 


Daughter of Elkanah Peirce (No. 29) and wife Hannah 
Eddy, was b. July 4, 1759, and m. Feb. 22, 1799, Benjamin: 
Winslow, of Berkley. She d. May 19, 1838. He d. Jan, 
20,1818. (See grave-stenes.) 

The children of Benzamin and Parse were : 

(331) Jirah, b. April 17, 1800; neyer m. Resides in 
Lakeville. Is an extensive land-holder, Justice of the Peare 
for Plymouth county, Overseer of the Poor of Lakeville, and 
for several years Selectman and Assessor of Middleboro’, 
and is a subscriber to encourage the publication of the Peites 
genealogy. 

(332) ‘Tisdale, b. in 1802; never m. He d. June 6 
1827. (See grave-stones. ) 


Juprru Prrece (No. 96), 


Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, 
was b. in 1761; m. Oct. 6, 1796, George Williams, of Tau 
ton, - She d. March 11, 1832. 

Gores Witttams and Joprra Perrcs had: [ Norton, 

(333) Keziah, b. Feb. 18, 1798; m. Luther Lincoln, of 

(334) Hannah, b. Ap. 18,’99; m. John Allen, of Lakeville 

(335) Judith, m. Capt. Samuel Hoar, of Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville. He was commissioned Ensign of the 7th com 
pany of local militia of M., promoted to Lieut, May 19, 
1827; Capt. June 6, 1829; honorably discharged May 30), 
1831. Regt. commanded by Col. B. P. Wood. Captaitl 
Samuel Hoar died Jan. 5, 1841, in his 41st year, (Recotl 
in office of the Adjutant General, Boston, and grave-stone 
in Caswell burial-ground, East Taunton. 

(336) George, b. Aug. 24, 1801; never m. Isa farmer, 
and resides in Lakeville. . 

(337) Elkanah, b. Jan. 17, 1803; m, Catharine Hom 0! 
Middleboro’. She was b. Aug. 12, 1805, and d. Fane 
1856. He resides in Lakeville, Is a farmer. She wit 
daughter of William Hoar, Jr. 
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Anoprs Petrce (No, 98), 


‘Son of Thomas Peirce (No..30) and wife Rebecca Jones, 
was b, Dec. 2991750, and m. Jemima Caswell, of Rochester, 
Mass. 

Anopin Prrrce and wife Jemma Caswett had: 

(338) Freeman, b. Oct. 2, 1782; d in 1825. 

(339) Huldah, b. Sept. 17, 1784; m. Standish Rider. 

(340) Roland, b. Noy. 26, 1787; m. Sophia Rider. He 
d, Oct, 29, 1844, He headed the petition to raise the Light 
Infantry company in Middleboro’, known as the Old Colony 
Guards, 

(841) Elisha, b. July 6, 1792; m. Mercy Rider. He 
wis commissioned Capt. of a company in local militia of 
Middleboro’ (South Part), Feb. 25, 1819. Honorably dis- 
tharged March 29, 1824, Wasawheelwright. Died Sept. 
91851, He was avery pleasant man. _ 

(342) Eli, b. Jan. 12,1796; m. Fidelia Rider. He was 
commissioned Lieut. of a company of militia in Middleboro’ 
(Sonth Part), May 18, 1824; Capt. May 11, 1827, in regi- 
ment of Col. Benjamin P. Wood, of Middleboro’, viz. 4th, 
Regt, of Ist Brigade, 5th Division. 

Arodie, the parent, was a “‘minute man,” and responded 
oe call of his country at the Lexington alarm, April 19, 
16, 


? 


JonaTHan Perce (No. 98 1-2) 
Remoyed to Shutesbury, Mass., and m. Patience : 
Joxaraay Perrce and wife Parrence had: 
(345) Zadock, b. Sept. 18, 1777; m. Sally ——. 
(344) Rhoda, b. Sept. 24, 1779. (Shutesbury Records.) 
(345) Jacob, b. Oct. 9, 1781; m. Betsey ——. He was 
Commissioned Ensign at Shutesbury, May 28, 1816; Lieut. 
Feb. 5, 1818. (Shutesbury Records and State Roster-) 


(346) ‘Thomas, b. May 9, 1784; m. Jemima Paul. 
14% 
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Eurnater Perrce (No. 99), 


Son of Thomas (No. 30) and wife Rebecca Jones, was b 
March 4, 1758, and m. Feb. 4, 1783, Tabitha Bryant. She 
d. Oct. 26, 1837. He d. March —, 1827. 

Evirnarer Perrce and wife Resecca Jones had: 

(347) Bethuel, b. Noy. 4, 1783 ; d. Oct. 8, 1804, 

(348) Jonathan, b. April 15, 1785; m. Lydia Bartlett 
He d. 1855. Ensign from May 2, 1809, to April, 1816, of 
militia company in South Middleboro’. 

(349) Phebe, b. Oct. 26, 1787. 

(350) Rebecca, b. Oct. 9, 1789; m, Lewis Dean, of 
Taunton. (Town Records of Middleboro’, and tradition.) 

(351) Hliphalet, b. Feb. 4, 1792; m. Joanna Blankinship, 

(352) Tabitha, b. Dec. 6, 1793; m. James Potter, of 
Fairhaven. (Town Records of Middleboro’, and tradition.) 

(353) Zilpah S., b. Feb. 28, 1796; m. John Burbank, of 
Pawtucket, R. I. 

(354) Lucy, b. Sept. 25, 1798; m. Lewis Perrin, of 
Pawtucket, R. I. 

(855) Asanath, b. April 30,1801; m. Jabez Briggs, of 
















(856) Patience, b. March 27, 1808, 
Eliphalet, the parent, served as a private soldier in the 
Patriot army of the Revolution, and in the company of Capt: 
Job Peirce (No. 59), Col. Theophilus Cotton’s regiment. 


Josua Starues and wife Horz Purecz (No. 100) had: 

(357) A child, b. ——; d. in infancy. 

(358) + A child, b. ——; d. in infancy. 

(359) Sylvanus, b. ——; m. Sally Phillips, of Berkley: 

(360) Betsey, b. ——; m. Elias Perry, of Taunton. 

(361) Rebecca, b. March, 1790; m. three times. Sis 
John Phillips, of Berkley ; second, Panl Gavins, of Berldey 
third, William Goff, of Taunton. She d. Noy. 28, 1608 
aged 78 years. 
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(362) Daniel, b. Nov. 20,1793; m. three times. First, 
Ruth Briggs, of Berkley; second, Elizabeth Baker, of sek 2 
ley; third, Clarissa Gavins, of Berkley. 5 

(363) Eliphalet, b. ; m. Rebecca Rogers, of Nan- 
tacket. He was drowned near Nantucket. 

(364) Peirce, b. ; m. four times. First, Lucy 
Wood, of Taunton; second, May 17, 1831, Mrs. Lavina — 
Wescott; third, Mrs. Thankful Norcut, of Berkley; fourth, 
Mrs. Polly Hathaway, of Berkley, the divorced wife of Ab- 
silom Hathaway, of that town. Absalom Hathaway was 
sentenced to the state prison for attempting to poison the 
keeper of Berkley Almshouse, more than 20 years since. 











Saran Pemce (No. 101), 


Daughter of Shadrach Peirce (No. 31) and wife Abigail 
Hoskins, while the widow of George Peirce had an illegiti- 
tate son : 

(365) Edmund, b, Oct. 16, 1776; m. Dece., 1799, Weal- 
thy Howland, of Freetown. He was a carpenter, d. Noy, 
26,1823. Shed. Jan. 14, 1858. Edmund was temporarily 
insane. His place was near the “ Old Forge,” in Freetown, 


Levi Prrce (No. 102), a 


Son of Shadrach (No. 31) and wife Abigail, was b. Feb. 
26, 1739; and m. Feb. 11, 1761, Bathsheba Babbett, of 
Middleboro’. Perhaps she was b. in that part of old Taun- i 
ton now Berkley. 
Ley Pemce (No. 102) and wife Barusumsa Bazsyrr had: - 
(366) Abner, b. Oct. 4, 1761, was a patriot soldier in 
war of American Revolution, serving in a company raised in 
the towns of Peru and Windsor, Berkshire County, Mass. 
Hem, Feb. 1, 1787, Huldah Wilcox. Hed. Jan. 28, 1851, 
in his 90th year, 
(367) A son, born at date unknown; died in infancy.- - 
(368) Ann, (6 tt ‘sc te ee tc 
(869) A son, “ “& ry sett “ 
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(370) RiScarde, b. in 1767; m. Abigail Kinney. He wag 
a farmer, and resided in Peru, Bevkchere County, Mass. Wag 
seen to spring from the ground upon the back of a hong 
fifteen and a half hands high, mounting the animal witho 
the aid of stirrups, upon his 90th birth-day. He died iy 
April, 1858, in the 92d year of his age. q 

(371) Benjamin, b. in 1769; m. his 1st cousin Mercy 
Hathaway, a daughter of James Hathaway of Spencer and 
wife Abigail Peirce. Mercy was born May 5, 1771, and died 
Dee. 2, 1855. In a company of the local militia of Pem, 
Benjamin was commissioned as Lieut. Sept. 9, 1799; promo 
ted to Capt. April 16, 1804; resigned Jan. 4, 1809, giving” 
as a reason, that he had held military office ten years. This” 
company belonged to the Regt. of which Amos Holbrook 
was Lieut. Col. Commanding; Peter Warden, Jr. and Gil 
bert Wadkins, Majors; and the Brigade commanded by 
Brigadier Gen. Samuel Sloan, the Division under Maja 
Gen, Tompson J. Skinner. Capt. Benjamin Peirce was a 
farmer in Peru, owning and carrying on a farm of about five” 
hundred acres, and although never having any children of 
his own, is said to have brought up a larger family than 
either of his brothers or any of bis neighbors. He and his 
wife were members of the Calvinist Baptist cliurch in Wink 
sor, for the support of the ministry in which Capt. Benjani 
Peirce made the present of a valuable farm in that town, — 

He was chosen by the town of Peru (Sept. 6, 1802) upot! 
a committee to examine the meeting-house and report whether 
it was worth repairing, and March 21, 1803, elected upou® 
board to get up a plan for a new meeting-house, and he 
together with his father and nine brothers, were present ant 
assisted to raise the Congregational meeting-house, 0W 
standing in Peru. q 

From his father he seems to have ipherited a strong pas 
sion for hunting bears, wolves, deer and foxes. He get 
ally kept at feast three dogs and seven cats, killing regulatly, 
in the autumn, a cheap Heays creature especially for the 
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nine and feline members of his household. Hunting upon 
tie Green Mountain range in Peru was grand and exciting 
wort in those old days, and Mercy, the wife, who ever 
roms to have had a watchful eye to gratifying her generous 
qui kind-hearted husband, would, in anticipation of his 
team from the chase, prepare for his hounds a warm sup- 
pet of beef steak and hot hasty pudding. After the fatigues 
of a hunt, he, like Robinson Cruso, surrounded by his dogs 
mnd cats, spent the evening lying upon the floor before the 
iichen fire, the dogs being supplied with a mat to lie on, 
mithe young cats with a corn cob suspended from the 
tiling by a string to play with. 
His geniality of temper and generosity of soul made him 
txttemely popular as a militia officer ; a single story, exem- 
plying which, being all that our space will permit us here 
{0 give. 
At a fall training Capt. Peirce notified his company to 
attend the regimental muster at Windsor, informing them of 
fle day and hour of company meeting, and then added, 
‘Come to my house early that morning, come one and all, 
id take breakfast with me; I shall feel neglected by any 
tue of the company who fails to do so.” At an early hour 
militia men began to arrive and regale themselves upon 
the Captain's bountiful hospitality, never omitting, however, 
tannounce their arrival, whether singly or in squad, by the 
tilitary salute of discharging their firearms. At length a 
ge number from a remote part of the town arriving 
ogether, they, in excess of zeal, gave “‘ Capt. Ben” such a 
salute a8 shook the windows nearly all out of one side of his 
4onse. Though almost deafened by the stunning report, 
Capt, Ben rushed out and shouted, with hilarity and glee, 
“That's a good one, boys, give us another.” He died May 
1h, 1849, aged about 80. years. 

(872) Eli, b. in Spencer, Nov. 20, 1772. He was twice 
Inatried, First, Feb. 15, 1801, to Mary Thompson, of Peru. 
Shed, Sept. 13, 1812; and he married, 2d, April 2, 1815, 
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homestead fast of more than two handed acres ig sl 
owned by his children. He was a member of the Methodit 
church, and a man of great benevolence. He was commis 
sioned, June 16, 1812, Coroner for Berkshire county, and Ini) 
for his inherent modesty would have received other appaitil 
ments both civil and military. He died July 13, 1868, iy 
his 96th year. Mr. E. Warren Peirce, of Peru, is his som, 

(373) Liberty, b. in Spencer, Oct. 9, 1774. Went it 
Burlington, N. Y. Wasa member of the Baptist chur 
Was a successful agriculturist. Married, June 29, 1791) 
Lydia Beals, of Abington, Mass. He d. at Hartwick, N. YW 
Feb. 8, 1864, in his 90th year. 

(374) Henry, b. May 23, 1777. Was a first-class house 
carpenter, a man of superior conversational powers and 6 
a high order of intellect, a member of the Congregationtl 
church, and belonged to the anciént order of Free Masoni) 
Representative to the General Court at Boston, in 1825, aml 
Justice of the Peace for Berkshire county. He remoyod to 
Herkimer, N. ¥., where he was commissioned Captain of 
company of militia cavalry. Married three times. in 
Dec. 5, 1802, Eunice Wightman. She d. Dec. 21, 181%, 
Married, second, May 16, 1814, Minerva Dresser. She 
April 26, 1826; and he married, third, Betsey Pearce: Sie 
d. Dec. 9, 1863. He was a Selectman and Assessor of Pati 
three years, and moderator of the annual town mectifg 
three years. He d. July 28, 1862, in his 86th year, ** 
sisted his brother Shadrach in the carpenter work of 
meeting-house in Peru, 


1 
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(375) Levi, b. in 1778. Was a house carpenter and a 
fumer. Owned a farm of 250 acres, in Peru, which he sold, 
wud Ivemoyed to the State of Ohio, where, in 1850, he died 
if the small-pox. Married Dolly Thompson. He was a 
Selectman and Assessor of Peru five years, and also elected 
fonstable and Collector of taxes. Of the local militia in 
ype was commissioned Ensign, May 3, 1809; ne 


i B22; Bnd, Sept. 26, 1823, assigning as a reason ‘that 
ie was forty-five years old and had held ary commissions 
foiteen years and five months. Honorably discharged, Jan. 
9), 1824. Assisted his brother Shadrach in the carpenter 
Work of the meeting-house in Peru. He is said to haye 
aide a fine appearance as a military officer. 

(276) Shadrach, b. May 29,1782. Was an architect 
a considerable note, master builder of Congregational meet- 
ing-house in Pern, and member i the ancient order of Free 


Hinsdale. He d. March 24, 1832, in his 50th ee 
(377) Daniel, b. Feb. 23, 1783 ; m. May 3, 1810, Abi- 
ful Lyman, of Goshen. He studied medicine with Dr, 


Windsor, Peru, Worthington and Goshen. He was Deacon 
bt the Congregational church in Worthington, and an emi- 
mmtly pious man. He was Constable and Collector of taxes 
Hlcomin 1810, Died Aug. 24, 1857, in his 75th year, 
(378) Isaac, b. in 1784; m. Polly Webb. He was a 
lise carpenter and farmer. Owned a farm of 240 acres in 
eri. Member of the ancient pues of Free Masons. Of 


tisign, March 25, 1824: promoted to icdarike June 18, 1827; 
uiptain, April 7, 1829 ; honorably discharged, Feb. 24, 1832. 
this anes belonged to the third Regiment, second Brigade, 
Byenth Division Mass. militia, Isaac Hawland: of Adams, 
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being Colonel ; Grenville D. Weston, of Dalton, Lieut, Col, 
and David Tuttle, of Peru, Major. Brigadier General Ly. 
man Hall, Jy. commanded the Brigade, and Major Genel) 
Jabez Hall the Division. Isaac was father of Benjamin J) 
Peirce, Esq., of Peru. 

(379) Sarah, b. 1786; m. William Ensign. She is sil 
living, ; F 


; 


James Harsaway and wife Anica, Perrce (No. 103) halt 


(380) Levi, b. March 13, 1762, He was a teamster t 
the American army in the war of the Revolution, and in 
some difficulty that occurred between him and an Americatt 
sentinel, he was shot in the hip, and never recovered fron 
the injury so as to travel without the aid of a crutch 0 
crutches. Learned the trade of a tailor. Married fm 
times. First, Betsey Rowland. She d. Jan. 22, 1805, agell 
41 years. Second, Abigail Allen. She d. May 17, 180) 
aged 24 years. Third, Martha Wolcott, of Brookfield. dhe 
d. Noy. 13, 1836, aged 64 years. Fourth, Mrs, Blizabeli 
Hathaway. She d. Jan. 12, 1845. Levid. in North Brook 
field, May 28, 1841. He and three of his wives well 
buried in Spencer, and have suitable grave-stones, to the in 
scriptions on which I owe the dates of their ‘deaths as gival 
above. Levi was a revolutionary pensioner. 
(381) Phebe, b. Jan. 20, 1768; d. Feb. 2, 1769, 
(882) Seth, b. Dec. 20, 1769; m. Elizabeth Hathaway: 
He d. in Pern, March 24, 1820. She then m. Levi Hathor 
way. She d. in Savoy, Mass., Jan. 12, 1845, aged 69 vein 
(383) Mercy, b. May 5, 1771; m. Capt Berjatil 
Peirce (No. 371), of Peru. She d. Dec. 2, 1855, Het 
May 15, 1849, 
(384) Shadrach, b. Oct. 15, 1772; m. Susanah Beale 
He d. Feb. —, 1845, She d. in 1816, 
(385) Anna, b. July 31,1776; m. Dr, Reuben Hara 
ton, July —, 1795. She d. in the State of New York. 


ra 





THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 169 























Lieut. Joun Howrann (No. 79) and wife Lyp1m Perce 
(No. 104) had: 

(886) Eber, b. Oct. 31, 1763; m. Lucretia Lamb, of 
Spencer. (Middleboro’ Town Records and tradition. ) 

(887) Abiah, b. March 11, 1765; never married. 

(888) Abner, b. April 13, 1767; d. young. 

(389) Abner, b. March 15, 1769; m. Ruth Gould, of 
Gutton., He d. July 8, 1859. Shed. May 15, 1860. 

| (390) Lydia, b. ——; m. Welcome Jenks, of Brookfield. 
(391) Judith, b. ; m. Leonard Watson, of Spencer. 
Liewt, John Howland the parent m. twice after the death of 
his wife Lydia Peirce. His second wife was Beulah Bemis, 
ly whom there were four children, viz.: James, who m. 
Crtherme Bemis; Polly, who m. Richard Beers ; Abigail,’ 
Whom. Wm. Knight; and William, who did not marry. 
John Howland’s third wife was Rachel, the widow of John 
Parkins, and daughter of Hilkiah Peirce and wife Hannah 
a No childven by third asia Rachel Peirce Perkins 





John Howland, she spent the evening of her days, died, and 
father burial. (Testimony of Mr. Otis Howland, of Spencer.) 
J he following is a true copy of the commission John How- 
lind at first held in the Massachusetts army. He was after- 
Wards promoted to Lieutenant. 


THE CONGRESS OF THE COLONY OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 


To Ensign John Howland Gentleman, Greeting. 


We, reposing efpecial Trust and Confidence in your courage and 
Be0d Conduct Do, by thefe Prefents, conftitute and appoint you the 
tid Join Howland to be Ensign in the Company whereof Isach Bol- 
15 























fter is Captain in the Regiment of foot under the command of Cyl) 
Ebenezer Larned raifed by the Congrefs aforefaid, for the Defend 
of the Colony. ; 

You are, therefore, carefully and diligently to difcharge flie Daty of 


Arms, both inferior Officer’ and foldiers, and to keep them in goat 
Order and Difcipline; and they are hereby commanded to obey 
as their Ensign, and you are yourfelf to obferve and follow: sith 
Orders and Inftructions as you shall, from Time to Time receive from 
the General and Commander in Chief of Forces raised in the Coliit 
aforefaid for the Defence of the fame, or any other of your fupérior 
Officers, according to ‘military Rules and Difcipline in War, in ut 
fuance of the Truft repofed in you. 

By Order of the Congrefs, ; 
Jos. Warren, President P. Ty 
the roth of May, A. D. 1775; 

Sam. Freeman Secratary P. T. 


Suffolk fs. J 
May 25" 1475. John Howland Took and Subscribed and repeate 
the Oath, by Congrefs Appointed to be taken by the officers of the 

Mafsachufetts Army. 
Before me Wa. Hotpen, Jus‘ Peace 


Suapgac Premcn, Jr. (No. 105) and wife Anna Buna 
had : 


(392) Eber, b. in 1770; married twice. Furst, Judith 
Slayton; and, second, Eunice Ellison. He devoted a gyeal 
deal of time to the study of the Bible. His mind was™ 
markably free from the enslavement of superstition. 

(393) -Abigail, b. in 1772; m. Josiah Smith, of Tava 
send, Vermont. 

(394) John, b. in 1774; m. Bathsheba Bridges, 
died in Windsor, Mass. in 1841. 

(395) Anna, b. in 1776; m. Isaiah D, Holbrook, 

(396) Amy, b. in 1779; m. Asa D. Capen, of Winest 
Berkshire County, Mass. Of a company of local militia’ 

* The Christian name of Capt. Bolster I have taken down, as near ae T onl 7 


es characters in which it wae expressed. T think at was meant for Isaae, bat t Gat 
OW: 
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Windsor, he was commissioned Ensign, May 2, 1815; pro- 
noted to Lieutenant Aug. 10, 1816; Captain, March 24, 


jomoted to Captain Aug. 10, 1816. Honorably discharged 
Noy. 18, 1818. Died in 1822. The Windsor militia then 


teing Colonel ; Francis Fiske, of Cheshire, Lieut. Colonel, 
aid Levi Peirce, Jr., of Peru, Major. The Brigade was then 
lider command of Brigadier General Jeremiah Colgrove, of 
Adams, and the Division under Major General John Whit- 
iig, Great Barrington. A few years later Berkshire County 
fis made the 7th Division. 

(398) Cynthia, b. in 1789; m. Charles Hathaway. 

Mr, Isaac S. Peirce, late of Peru, deceased, was of great 
fervice to the writer in furnishing facts concerning the fami- 


iyol Shadrach Peirce, Jr. (No. 105). 


Airairn Moser and wife Zipan Pemcr (No, 106) had: 
(399) Daniel. 


Jesse Perroe (No. 107) and wife Rurw had: 

(400) David, b. June 22, 1773. 
(401) Richard, died young. 
(402) Keziah, married —— Holmes, of Plymouth. 
(403) Ignatius. 
(404) Branch, He was the Nimrod of Plymouth woods. 

(405) Jesse, d. in New Orleans. x 
Mary, married ——- Douglass. 














(407) Earl. ’ 

(408) Marshal, m. 

(409) Lois, b. : m. Jan. 14, 1795, Abraham Sim 
mons, of Middleboro’ (No. 295). He was a son of Thomag 
Simmons and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 75). 

(410) Ruth, m. Staples. 


By second wife Saran Boorm had: 
(411) Richard, married. 





















(412) Elisha, «“ 
(413) Pardon, a: 
(414) Betsey, « —— Reed. 
(415) Zilpah, ae Hudson. 
(416) Hannah, «és 
(417) Lydia, ie 
Asyer Perce (No. 109) and wife Lypra Cuase had no 
children. 
Lewis De Moranvire and wife Naomr Perce (No. 10) 
had: 


> (418) Betsey, b. May 24, 1802; m. George W. Daniela, 
of Williamstown. . 
(419) Abner, b. April 6, 1804; m. no one. Is still living 
(420) Thomas, b. Aug. 80, 1806; m. Esther Caly, 
Hinsdale. ; 
_ (421) Lois, b. June 29, 1809 ; m. Milo Harris, of Sims 
bury, Conn. 
(422) Simeon, b. March 7, 1811; m. Martha A. Mentitt 
(423) Olive, b. June 27, 1813; d. young. 
My thanks are due to Mr. E. Warren Peirce, of Peru: 
dates of births of children of Lewis De Moranville. i 


Russert Perce (No. 111) and wife Sisyn Case hadi © 


(424) Lydia, m. Silas Jenney, of Fairhaven. 
(425) Sibyl, died when 3 years old. 
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(426) Sally, died when 7 years old. 

(427) Naomi, m. George Luther, of Providence. 
(428) Olive, m. Charles Allen, of Fairhaven. 
(429) Sibyl, died when 20 years old. 


Tomas Prrrce (No. 112) and wife Parse Srrancz had: 


(430) Thomas, b. 18—. 

(431) Philip, b. 18—. 

(432) Joseph, b. 183-. 
_ (483) Phebe Dean, b. June 5, 1826; d. when about 20 
years old. 

(484) Sally Stephens, b. 182-; m. —— Fifield. 

(435) Amy, b. 18—; d. young. 


Preseryep Perce (No. 115) and wife had: 
(436) Harriet. ¥ 
(437) Adeline. 
(438) A child whose name I could not learn. 
(439) Moses. 
Lam indebted to Col. Abial Peirce Robinson for informa- 
fion given of the family of Preserved Peirce. 


Par Perce (No. 117) and wife Mary Kerra had: 


(440) Mary, m. George Newhall. 

(441) Caroline, m. Thomas Heath. 

(442) Adeline resides in Charlestown. 

(443) George W., served in the U. S. Navy. 
(444) Philip, resides in Chicago. 


— Dovnam and wife Lois Pemcn (No. 118) had: 


(445) Simeon. 

(446) Eli, d. at the age of 14 years. 
(447) Levi, d. at the age of 17 years. 
(448) Preserved. 


1% 
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Leuven Perecz (No. 119) and wife Resecca C. Grover had: 


(449) Elizabeth, d. at the age of 23 years. 
(450) George. 


Joun Perxrns and wife Racuet Pzrrce (No. 120) had: 


(451) John, b. 177-; was a blacksmith ; hyed m 
Berkley, Mass., m. Betsey Hastings, of Foxboro’, Mas 
He d.18—. She resides in Taunton. Their dau. Sarah 
is the wife of Hon. James Buffington, Representatiye i 
Congress from first District of Mass., and subscriber to en 
courage the publication of this work on the Peirce family, 

(452) Rachel, b. 1775; m. October 27, 1793, Ebenezer 
Paine, of Freetown. He became an inebriate, anil they 
separated some twenty years before his decease. Ibis 
worthy of remark, that this is the first instance, in the hit 
tory of the Peirce family, of the voluntary separation of amit 
tied couple, it haying been fully understood that marriage 
implied a union not only for better but for worse. He dl 
near Rollersville, Sandusky county, Ohio, in or about 1545, 
and Rachel became the wife of Thomas Leban, a foreigner 
She d. April 2, 1858, and Thomas Leban m. Cathanne bi 
Brown, daughter of John and wife Mary (463). 

(453) Ruth, b. 17—; m. Boomer, of Fall Rives 


Sera Cxasx and wife Hannan Perce (No. 121) hat: 


(454) Barbary, b. Feb. 25, 1778; d. March 80, 1807 

(455) George A,, b. April 14, 1780; d. at sea. 

(456) Chloe, b. March 29, 1782; m. Dee. 3, 1801, Silt 
Paine, of Freetown. He became an jnebriate, and was B° 
source of a great deal of trouble to his family, kindred al 
friends. (Town Records of Freetown, recollections of ™! 
writer, and tradition.) She d. May 21, 1813. 

(457) Seth, b. April 14, 1784; d. at sea. 

(458) Edmund, b. Oct. 7, 1786; m. Sarah Chase. Tice 
town. 

(459) Hannah, b. Oct. 18, 1791 ; never mazried. 
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Darmws Cuasz and wife Weaurny Perce (No. 123) had: 


(460) Amy, b. Dec. 27,1779; m. April 22, 1798, Jo- 
seph Fish, of Newport, R. I. (Freetown Records.) 

(461) Benjamin, b. Sept. 1, 1781; d. Sept. —, 1805. 

(462) Darius, b. Dec. 6, 1783. (Freetown Records.) 

(463) Mary, b. Aug. 31, 1785; m. Feb. 4, 1810, John 
Brown, 80 called, a foreigner. She d. April 12, 1868. He 
tesiles in Assonet village, Freetown. He has been a mari- 
ner and master of a coasting vessel. 

(464) Daniel, b. May 20, 1787; went to sea and neyer 
yotamed. Thought to have engaged in an unlawful enter- 
prise on the high seas, that cost him his life, ° 

(465) Henry, b. July 16, 1789; d. of yellow feyer Dec. 
24,1809. (Town Records of Freetown.) 

(466) Welcome, b. June 15, 1791; died. 

(467) Phebe, b. May 20,1793; never m.; still lives. 

(468) Earl P., b. April 18,1795 ; died Oct, 30, 1820. 


Dayin Cuase and wife Canon Perce (No, 126) had: 


(469) David, b. 17—; d. at the age of 17 years. (Tra- 
dition. ) 

(470) Hannah, b. March 4, 1788; m. twice. First, 
Oct. 7, 1810, Elisha L. Pratt, of Freetown. He d. in 1846, 
ind she m. second, Doct. Seth P. Williams, of Freetown. He 
din 1862, Shed. Sept. 8, 1868. (Records of Freetown.) 

(471) Polly, b. 17—; d. at the age of 2 yrs. (Tradition.) 


Jouy Turesner and wife Cunor Puce Cuass (No. 126) had: 
(412) Henry, b. June 12, 1799 ; m. Jan. 2, 1825, Sybil 
Cudworth, of Freetown. She d. March, 1843. He is a 
house carpenter and resides in Assonet Village, Freetown, 
Mass. In 1814, he served a brief period as a substitute for 
N. Macomber, in the coast guard stationed at Plymouth, under 
Capt: (afterwards Lieut. Colonel) Peter H. Peirce, of Mid- 
dleboro’, 
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Grzert Case and wife Cuantizy Perce (No. 127) hady 


(473) Allen, b. May 26, 1784; m. twice. First, Oct, 31, 
1805, his first cousin Sarah Chase, dau. of Greenfield Chase, 
of Freetown. She d. Aug. 14, 1850, and he m. 185-, Sarah, 
a daughter of James Chase, of Freetown. Allen died Der, 
8, 1856. He was master of a coasting vessel. 

(474) Betsey, b. Sept. 19, 1790; m. Oct. 25, 1810, 
Ebenezer Dean, hatter, of Freetown. She died in Fall River, 
Dec., 1865. He died in Freetown, perhaps of consump 
tion, having abused himself with strong drink for several 
years. Died Oct. 20, 1825. 

(475) Chartley, b. Dec. 28, 1792; m. Oct. 24, 1810, 
James Burr, of Freetown, mariner. [She died Sept. 19, 
1858, and he m. Mrs. Joanna White, of Fall River. 

(476) Gilbert, b. Jan. 7, 1795; m. Jan. 30, 1817, his 
first cousin, Polly Chase, dau. of Greenfield Chase, of Free 
town. He became a town pauper several years before bi 
death. Died of delirium tremens, in 1829—the fmt 
person that the writer ever saw struggling in the pangs of 
death. He served 7 days in coast guard in June, 1814. 

(477) Bradford, b. Nov. 3, 1797; concerning whom we 
append in a note an extract of a Justice Court Record* 








;* © No. 561| Bristoles. Bait Remembered that on the sixth day of De 

cember 1815 Bradford Ohace and George Chace 2d were heonglit 
{__Dec. 8th. _| before me the subscriber one of the® Justices of the Peace witht 
and for the county of Bristol by virtue of a Warrant Issued by me upon the cout: 
plaint of Stephen Sampson of Dartmouth in said county who therein pom onli 
saith that on the evening of the fifth of December Inst. be the said Stephen m the 
highway in said Freetown was violently and with force and arms Assaulted aieatdl 
and Robbed of a pocket book containing Ninety-two dollars in bank bills and ait 
Hundred and fifty Dollars in Silver by Bradford Chace and George Chace 2d an 000) 
other to your complainant unknown, Contrary to Law and against the Pence 
Dignity of sd Commonwealth wherefore the said Stephen Sampson. pray® that 
the said Bradford Chace and George Chace 24 may be apprehended and held w 
answer to this Complaint and further dealt with relative to the same gooording 
Law. 








his 
- ‘“ po SAMPAON: 
“ Witnose, Ephraim Merrick, sie R 


“Bristol es. Received and sworn to on the sixth day of December 1815, 
Before me Bensamin Weaver, Justice of the Pec 
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After being committed to the common jail, to wait trial at 
the Supreme Judicial Court, his father procured his tem- 
porary liberation, by giving bonds for his appearance in the 
sum of one thousand dollars, which was forfeited, as the 
young man decamped and never again returned. 


— Cory and wife Warr Prtrce (129) had: 


(478) Abraham, 

(479) Isaac, triplets. 

(480) Jacob, 

It is to tradition alone that I owe what appears concern- 
ing Wait Peirce (No. 129), except the date of her birth, 
Feb. 2, 1770. 


Caonstorser Prrrce, Jr. (No. 131) and wife Anicam B. 
Ranp had: 
(481) ‘William R., b. ——, 18—; d. in infancy. 
(482) Rufus R., b. ——, 18—; d. in infancy. 
(483) Abigail L., b. March 11, 1825; resided in Pem- 
broke, Mass. (to whom my thanks are due for information 
here presented concerning this family); m. William Taylor, 
of Pembroke. 
_ (484) George B., b. Nov. 10, 1826; m. Mary Derby, of 
8, Weymouth. 

(485) Priscilla B.,b. March 1, 1829 ; m. Isaac McFarlin, 
of Pembroke, 

(486) Ann J., b. March 6, 1838; m. William H. Aus- 
tin, of South Boston. 





_ “To whioh charge the said Bradford Chace Saith he is not guilty and the said 
George Chace 2d saith that he himself is Guilty whereupon after a full hearing of 
the ease against the said Bradford and due examination of the witnesses Sworn 
to give trae oyidence therein it appears to me that the said Bradford Chace is also 
Guilty, itis therefore considered by me the said Justice that the said Bradford 
Ohuée and George Chace 2d be committed to the common Gaol in said County and 
there to remain until the next Supreme Judicial Court which is to be holden at 
Tonnton within and for. said county of Bristol on the third Tuesday of October 
hextand untill they be therefrom delivered by due course of Law. A Mittemus 
Tsing made out and Delivered to Capt, Ambrose Barnaby to commit the aforesaid 
Prisoners, Bexyaury WEAVER.” 
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Dersoran Pemce (No. 182), 


Daughter of Christopher Peirce (No. 44), never married, 
and is dead, 


Samurnt McFarran and wife Lypra Permcs (No. 183) had: 
(487) Lydia. 
(488) Deborah, m, Seth Ford, of Pembroke. 
(489) Otis, m, Sarah Delano, of Duxbury. 


Joun McFartan and wife Lucy Prtce (No. 134) had; 


(490) Delia, m. Edward Bates, Jr., of Pembroke. 
(491) John, m. Ford. 

(492) Hannah, m. Martin Simmons, of Duxbury. 
(493) Masenah. Is in California. 





Comrorr Bares and wife Bersry Perce (No. 135) had: 


(494) Daniel Peirce, b. May 22,1817; m. twice. First, 
Feb. 2, 1840, Lydia A. Rider, of Plymouth; m. second, in 
1867, Elizabeth Mulligan, of Blackstone. First wife d. m 
or about 1848. He is a carpenter. 

(495) Elizabeth Ann, b. Feb. 22, 1821; m. Jan, 26, 
1840, Samuel H, Davee, of Plymouth, She d, June 2), 
1841. . 

(496) Gustavus Dayis, b, July 6, 1828; m. Noy. 28, 
1848, Nancy D. Finney, of Plymouth. He enlisted Aug. 7, 
1862, as a soldier in company D of 38th regiment of Mas- 
sachusetts Infantry. Discharged for disability, Aug 5, 1864, 
Representative to the General Court in 1857. Has beet 
one of the school committee for the town of Plymouth, and 
is a Justice of the Peace for the county. 

(497) George H., b. Feb. 13, 1825; m. twice. First, im 
1852, Hannah Phetterplace, of Blackstone. She d., and™ 
1855 he m. Mary A.. Boyden, of B. 

(498) Abby W,, b. May 15, 1827; m. March 14, 18#7, 
Edwin Lucas, of Plymouth. Resides in Waltham. 
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(499) Clara M., b. March 2, 1829; m. Nov. 25, 1847, 
Benjamm Swift, of Falmouth. She d. Noy. 18, 1857. ,_ 

(500) Adoniram Judson, b. Jan. 24, 1831. Is in Cali- 
fornia. 

(501) Francis; b. Oct. 12, 1834; m. Nancy Peirce, of 
Middleboro’. He enlisted Aug. 7, 1862, as a soldier in 
company D of the 88th Massachusetts Infantry, and was 
discharged for disability, Jan. 380, 1864. Died May 15, 
1866, from disease contracted in the military service. 

(502) Andrew, b. Aug. 5, 1887. : 

(003) Mary W., b. July 15, 1839; m. in 1866, Wiliam 
W. Stockwell, of Freetown. He d. in October, 1866, 


Dante, Perce (No. 136), 


Son of Daniel Peirce (No, 45) and wife Elizabeth Peterson, 
Was b, in or near 1794, and d. without issue May 19, 1819. 

Tt was not until page 50 of this book had been printed, 
that the writer was enabled to learn the surname of the 
Wife of Joseph Peirce (No. 19). Her maiden name was 
Olive Cushing. ‘The date of said Joseph Peirce’s death 
‘page 39, was copied from Winsor’s history of Duxbury, 
butthe lineal descendants of said Joseph pronounce it a 
mistake, and say he died in 1814. Iam led to believe the 
tite date of his death was Jan. 1, 1813. Olive the wife 
fin 1808, aged 73 years. 

Itis traditionally reported that Hannah Peirce (No, 47), 
bine 6, 1771, m. a Delano, and that her sister Abigail 
Teterson Peirce (No. 48), b. March 17, 1773, m. Nathaniel 
Delano, of Duxbury. 

Joseph Peirce (No. 49), b. July 25,1774; d. Jan. 5,.1796. 

Luther Peirce (No. 50), b. May 9, 1776; m. twice. First, 
Iydia Delano, of Duxbury, who bore him six children. She 
in 1814, aged 37 years. He.then m, Priscilla Wads- 
Worth, Luther Peirce d. in 1831. 


eee 
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Lypra Puce, b. January 20, 1799, 


Daughter of Luther (No. 50) and wife Lydia, is still living, © 
at the age of 70 years. She m. Stephen Soule. 


SrepHen Soure and wife Lypra Perace had: 

(504) Lydia, b. 18—; m. Eden Sampson, of ——. 

(505) William. 

(506) Catharine. 

(507) Louisa. 

(508) Maria. 

(509) Laurena. 

(510) Fernando. 

(511) Priscilla. 

(512) Oscar. | 

Stephen Soule, the parent, was a son of William Soule, 
grandson of Joseph, great-grandson of Joshua, great-erent. 
grandson of John, and great-great-great-grandson of George: 
Soule, who came to America in 1620. George's wife was 
Mary Becket. He d. in 1680. She d. in 1677. 










Drsoran Pemce, b. October 21, 1800, 
Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, 
m. Rufus Delano, of Duxbury, and she is still living, at the 
age of 69 years. 


Rurus Denano and wife Desoran Price had: 


(513) Deborah. 
(514) Rufus. 
(515) Mary. 
(516) Ezra. 
(517) Augusta. 
(518) Lizzie. 


JoserH Prreck, 


Son of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and wife Lydia Deland, W 
b, July 26, 1803, and d. in 1814. : 
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Caruartne Perrce, b. July 26, 1806, 

Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and wife Lydia De- 
Jano, m. Calvin Josselyn, of Duxbury. She is still living, 
aged 63 years. 

‘Canyin JossEtyN and wife CarHarine Peirce had: 

(519) Catharine. 

(520) Cordelia. 

(621) Francis. 

(622) Adriane. 

(523) Calvin. 

(524) Walter. 

(525) Abbie. 


Rurvus Peirce, 


Son of Luther (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, was b. 
Aug, 9, 1808, and m. Eliza Brewster, of Duxbury. 
Rorvs Perce and wife E1iza Brewster had : 
(626) Mary E. 
(027) Jane M, 


Louruer Perrmce, Jr., 
2) Son of Luther (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, b. April 
: 9, 1811, and m. Ruth A. Bates, of Kingston. 
Luruer Pricer, Jr. and wife Rura A. Bates had: 

(528) Frank L. 

(529) Lizzie, b.18—. Is the person to whom the writer 

indebted for the facts here given in the history of the de- 

tndants of Luther Peirce (No. 50). 

(530) Charles. 


JOSEPH PEIRCE, 


Son of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and 2d wife Priscilla 
si) 8dsworth, b. Dec, 9, 1815. 
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Priscinta Perce, 


Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and 2d wife Priscilla 
Wadsworth, b. Feb, 23, 1518, 


Evizaseta Peirce, 


Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and 2d wife Pane I 
Wadsworth, b. Feb. 11, 1820. 


Berna Pearce, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethiy 
Ingersoll, b. July 16, 1761; m. May 20, 1787, Robert 
Williams, of Boston. —. 

Roserr Wiii1ams and wife Beruta Pearce had: 

(531) Robert P. 


(532) Charles Emigrated to the west. 


Mary Pearce, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethiah In 
gersoll, b. Aug. 30, 1763; m. Jan. 4, 1781, John Beach, af 
Bristol, England. 

Joun Brace and wife Mary Pearce had: 

(533) John Pearce, b. ——}; m. 

(534) William, resided in Gloucester: Was comm: 
sioned in 1812 as 2d Lieut. of the Gloucester Artillery com 
pany, James S. Sayward being Captain, and Samuel Pearl 
Ist Lieut. Promoted to lst Ly oe in 1815, Samuel eo 





Captain in 1818. The Gloucester Artillery oe atc y 
time, with companies of like arm, in the towns of Salem, 
Lynn and Danvers, constituted the Artillery Regiment # 
1st Brigade in the 2d Division Mass. Militia, of whieh, 
1820, Capt. William Beach was made Lt. Col.; Hen) 
Whipple, of Salem, being Col., Warren Porter, 0 of Danyeli 
Major, and John Towne, ‘of Salem, Adjutant. Brigadier) 
General James Appleton, of Gloucester, commanded 4 
Brigade, and Major-General Benjamin Stickney, of Newbutyy 
the Division. 
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William Beach was not long after promoted to Colonel, 
with Francis Peabody, of Salem, as Lt. Col., John Nichols, 
of Lynn, Major, and John Towne, of Salem, Adjutant. 

The company commanders under Col. William Beach, 
were Captains Wm. Centre, Jr. of Gloucester, Aaron Tap- 
ley, of Danvers, Joseph A, Lloyd, of Lynn, and Alvin Hil- 
dreth, of Beverly. 

Col, Beach represented the town of Gloucester in the 
General Court, was a member of the Constitutional Con- 
yention of 1820, and Collector of the Port of Gloucester. 

(535) Mary, b. ; i. Thomas W. Penhallow, of 
Portsmouth, N. H. She d. and he m. Susanna Stevens 

Pearce, half sister of Ist wife. 
| (536) Elizabeth, b. ; m. Richard S. Smith, of Phila- 
| delphia, He is President of the Union Insurance Co., of 
that city. They are still living. 








Davin Prarce (No, 137), 


Son of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia Ingersoll, 
b. Jan. 18,1766; graduated at Harvard College in 1788, 
and became a merchant in Boston. He m. Noy. 7, 1798, 
Rebecca, a daughter of Dr. Charles Russell, of Charlestown. 

Davin Pearce (No. 137) and wife Resecca Rossen had: 

(537) Charles R., m. Emeline Russell. 

(538) David. 

(539) Catharine, m. David Messinger, a Commodore in 
the Navy of the United States. 

(540) Harriet R., m. Redman Lawrence, Esq-, of ; 
Buck’s county, Penn. 

(541) Helen, m, Dr. F. W. Ostrander, of Brooklyn, 
New York, 





Saran PEARCE, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia In- 
gersoll, b. Sept. 18, 1768; m. July 12, 1789, Jonathan 
Williams, 
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JoNaTHaN Wrortams and wife Saran Pearce had: 

(542) David. ; 

Jonathan Williams, the parent, died in Jan., 1798, while 
on a voyage to Madeira, where he was gomg for his health, 
and Sarah his widow became the wife of Abijah Cheever, 
M.D., of Boston, but had no children by 2d husband. 


Joun Pearce (No. 138), 

Son of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia Ingersoll, 
b. Feb. 27, 1775; never married. Died at Nantes, m 
France, where he had gone for his health. Died in ornear 
1798. 


Anigam Pearce (No. 139), 

Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia Th: 
gersoll, m. April 1, 1790, Benjamin Parrott Homer, a mex 
chant of Boston. They were married by Rey. John Muay, 
Abigail died in Boston, Jan. 17, 1811, aged 37 years. 

Bessa Parrorr Hower and wife Anicam Pearce 
(No. 139) had: 

(543) Mary, b. June 7, 1792; m. May 26, 1818, Thomas 
Dixon, of Amsterdam, a knight of the order of the Neth- 
evlands Lion, and of the order of the Lily. They bad three 
sons born in Holland, one of whom died unmarried. Their 
oldest son, Benjamin Homer Dixon, b. in Amsterdam i 
1819, is a knight of the order of the Netherlands Lion, aad 
Consul-General of the Netherlands in Canada, and resides 
at Toronto; to whom my thanks are due for valuable it 
formation concerning Dayid Pearce (No. 53) and his postenity, 
Another son of Thomas Dixon and wife Mary Homer (Nov 
543), is Fitz Eugene Dixon, b. in 1821; m. Catherine 0: 
Dallas, daughter of Vice-President George M. Dallas, and 
resides in Bucks county, Penn. Thomas Dixon, K.N LBs 
d. in Boston in 1849. . 

(544) Fitz Henry Homer, son of Benj. P. Homer and 
wife Abigail, b. May 9, 1799; m, Nancy Bradford DeWott, 
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of Bristol, R. I., daughter of Hon. James DeWolf, United 
States Senator, and had Josephine, who m. Henry Bedlow, 
of New York; and Isabel, who m. John C. Pegram. 

(545) Georgiana A., m. Philo Strong Shelton, of Boston, 
son of Joseph Shelton, of Derby, Conn., and they had ten 
thildren, viz.: Albertina H., who m. Frederick R. Sears, of 
foston; Helen Eugena, m. Capt. Richard Cary, who was 
hilled* Aug. 9, 1862; Philo Strong; Harriet H.,m. Charles 
{. Randall; Eugene E., attained to the rank of brevet ma- 
jorin the late war; Robert G.S.; Henry S.,f a Capt. in the 
lite war; Joseph; Charles P., and Benjamin H. 


Harriet Pearce, b. March 8, 1780, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia 
Ingersoll, m. Nov. —, 1799, John Scott, of Boston. He d. 
i the West Indies in 1800, and Harriet, the widow, became 
the wife of Hon. Hunking Penhallow, of Portsmouth, N.H. 


Joun Scorr and wife Harner Prarce had: 
(646) Margaret, m. Penhallow. 


Hon. Hunxisa Pennattow and wife Harrier Pearce 
Scorn had, as I am informed, at least four children, but whose 
ames I haye not been able to obtain. 








* Capt. Richard Cary was commissioned, May 24, 1861, Captain in the 2d Reg’t 
Mies, Infantry, and in the action in which he was killed, Aug. 9th, 1862, five 
‘Soiuntissioned officers of that Ree’t fell, yiz.: Captains Rdward G. Abbott, William 
3. Williams, Richard Cary, and Richard ©, Goodwin and Lieut. Stephen G. 
Perkins an action which is said to have “' tested to the utmost’ the character of the 
Bex't”” OF 29 officers, only 8 escaped unhurt. 

} Henry Shelton was commissioned Feb. 1, 1865, Captain in the 61sf Mass. In- 
wiley, and veryed till July 16, 1865; had also been a Captain in Sth Regiment in 
Mei at a previous date. 
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Hon. Hunking Penhallow died Sept. 24, 1826, aged 6) 
years. He had been a member of the State Senate of Ney 
Hampshire. .) 


Freperick Aucustus Girman Peance, , 

Son of David Pearce (No. 53) and 2d wife Mary Ingen 
soll, b. at date to me unknown, and died young. Neyer 
married, 











Mary Incersor, Pearce, ; 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and 2d wife Mary’ 
Ingersoll, b. at date unknown, d. young. Never married, — 


Susannag Stevens Pearce, 

Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and 2d wife Mary 
Ingersoll, m. Thomas W. Penhallow, of Portsmouth, N, I 
They now reside in Greenfield, N. H. No children. 





Since the printing of the 91st page of this book, a very 
interesting manuscript, prepared by the late Capt. Samuel 
Pearce (No. 144), has been loaned me for perusal, and from 
which I have copied the following, concerning Jossru Prauct) 
(No. 54). 

“‘ Joseph Pearce followed the seas for a livelihood. Mat 
ried when young, and had a numerous family, Sailed in, 
the employ of his brother Dayid, but was not successful 1 
his pursuits. . H 

& At this period, soon after the peace of 1783, a numbel 
of individuals living in Gloucester procured a grant of a 
township of land in Maine, not far from Portland, and se 
eral families removed there. ; 

« As Col. William Pearce, who then lived on his farmit 
the town parish of Gloucester, was proceeding to his count 
ing room, about one and a half miles from bis home, he s% 
Mr. Daniel Rogers (then one of the principal merchanls 
Gloucester) sitting at his window. He called to the Cok 
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aid said he wished to speak tohim. Well, said Col. Pearce, 
what does Mr. Rogers want?! Says Mr. Rogers, my schooner, 
Judith, has been out so many days from the West Indies, 
and is a missing vessel. I cannot afford to lose her. I 
want to know what you will insure me $500 or a $1000 
for? I will think of it, said Col. Pearce, and let you know 
yhen I go home to dine. At the time to go home to dinner, 
the Col. saw Mr. R. sitting at the same place, went to him 
amd said he would take his policy at 50 per cent. Done, 
said Mr, R., and when you come down in the morning I will 
have the policy ready for you to sign. On the following 
tiomng, as Col. Pearce was on his way to his seat of busi- 
ness, Mr. R. was at his window, and called out, Col., my 
yessel arrived last night. Very well, said the Col., then you 
haye nothing to do but hand me over the premium. I don’t 
hike to do that, said Mr. Rogers, for you haye earned this 
thoney very easy; but I will tell you what I wish you to do. 
Town a fine tract of 250 acres of land in New Gloucester, 
md if you will take a deed of that land instead of the 
money, you will confer a great favor on me. I will think of 
ifand let you know, said Col. P., as soon as I make up my 

“As Col. Pearce was thinking of Mr. Rogers’s proposition 
tnd what he could do with the land, the thought of his bro- 
ther Joseph came to his mind; he had very little property, 
Was master of a small vessel, his perquisites insufficient for a 
‘pport, and a large and increasing family. He reasoned 
With himself—If Joseph had this land there would be room 
Siongh for him and all his family. I will see if he will go. 
He sent for J. oseph, told him the offer Mr. Rogers had made, 
ind if he would go with his family and settle there he would 
take him a present of it, and added, you will have a chance 
fo become a wealthy and influential man. In the course of 
the day J. oseph concluded to give up his vessel, and accept 
the land ; and all that Col, Pearce could anticipate im behalf 
of his brother Joseph, he lived to see realized, Joseph 
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Pearce’s religious opinions were similar to those of his bro 
ther David, and formed under similar circumstances, and he 
and his family were among the first to join the society of 
Universalists formed under the preaching of the Rey. Johny 
Murray. He died at New Gloucester, at the age of ninety 
years, a wealthy farmer, and one who was much respected 
and beloyed by his acquaintance.” 





JoserH Prarce, Jr., 
Bldest son of Joseph Pearce (No. 54) and wife, b. proba 
bly in Gloucester, Mass. He accompanied his parents to 
New Gloucester, in Maine, married, and settled on a partof 
the lands given by his uncle, Col. William Pearce, to Joxepit 
Pearce, his father. Had quite a family of children, When 
upwards of 40 years of age, Joseph Pearce, Jr. and wile 
joimed the fraternity of Shakers, at Enfield, N. H. . 


Susannan Pearce (No, 140), 

Daughter and eldest child of Col. William Pearce and 
wife Tamasin Brown, was b. in Gloucester, Mass,, Oct. 1%) 
1774. Her youth was characterized by untiring indusity 
in the pursuit of that knowledge termed female education, 
and among other accomplishments, then quite uncommon 
for an American woman, she acquired a knowledge of tht 
French language, so as not only to write but also to speak 
it. One who knew her well has left recorded, ‘She po® 
sessed the fine qualities, to a great degree, of her excellent 
mother, with a strong sprinkling of the go-ahead principle 
of her father.” 

She was twice married. First, to Mx, William Blaeh) 
from Leith in Scotland, a gentleman of highly respectibl 
family, and who had received a collegiate education, 4 mal 
noted for purity of principles and refinement m mannelir 
He died a few months after their marriage, from atopy 
in the chest. 
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About two years later, she became the wife of Benjamin 
Penhallow, Esq., of Portsmouth, N. H, She died January 
19, 1844. 

Bayon Pensattow, Esq. and wife Susannan (PEARCE) 
Brack (No. 140) had: 

(651) Luey Elizabeth, b. May 29, 1805. 

(552) Susan Stevens, b. April 29, 1807. 

(553) Ann C., b. Aug. 11, 1809. . 
(554) Clementine Beach, b. Oct. 15, 1811; d. Aug. 10, 
1828. 

' (655) William Pearce, b. July 19, 1818; d. Aug. 27, 


(656) Benjamin Hunking, b. May 1, 1816, to whom I 
tii indebted for the names of the children of Benjamin Pen- 
tullow and wife Susannah Pearce. Benjamin H. Penhal- 
hi is a book, job and card printer, and engaged in business 
fl Lowell. He married, April 21, 1850, Hepsibah Shep- 
tied, daughter of John Shepherd and wife Nancy Smith, 
Durham, N. H., and the fruits of that marriage have 
heen four children, viz.: William P., Alice W., Isabella 
W,,and Arthur L. 

(057) Julia Maria, b. Sept. 12, 1817. 


Wauitam Pearce, Jr. (No. 141), 

Eldest son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife 
imasin Brown, was b. in Gloucester, Feb. 5, 1777, and at 
lleage of twenty years had attained to the command of the 
flip“ Essex,” and the consignment of her cargo in the 
litinam trade. In this and the European trade he continu- 


William and Henry,” May, 1800, when with the latter he 
ie seyeral trips to Norfolk, Va., and in 1803 a voyage 
found from St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Te now relinquished a sea-going life; and the following 
Br Was united in marriage with Clara, daughter of Natha- 
dlSargent, Esq., at that time a resident of Paris. The 


Gl vith the Essex until the completion of a new ship, the 
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town of Gloucester in 1806, and again in 1807, made Win, 
Pearce, Jr. their Representative to the General Court, and 
he was frequently chosen to preside at town meetings, and. 
became a partner in the very extensive business of his fathar 
and brothers, under the firm of ‘‘ William Pearce and Song” 

Some idea of the amount of business transacted by tiv 
firm may be learned from the number of ships and smaller 
craft owned and employed by tliem, and the great losis 
which they were able to sustain. ? 

Their ship “Falcon” was confiscated at a port im tie 
north of Europe, and was with freight and cargo condenmtel 
and sold; their ship “ Charles ” was captured by the enemy 
at the commencement of the last war with England, as Wi 
also their brig called the “ Active.” j 

Add to this the total loss by shipwreck of the ship “St 
san and Eliza,” with a full cargo of sugar and coffee, mm 
voiced at $60,000, the capture by the Danes of thew bath 
“Edward Henry,” and the utter prostration of their bus 
ness by the war of 1812, and it will be apparent that then 
means to endure and still continue business at the close dh 
the war must have been immense for that time. Thom 
June, 1812, to Jan., 1815, their remaining vessels wat 
hauled up and dismantled, save two brigs that were fittel 
out at Boston, in which they were part owners. Privateat 
ing now became the order of the day, and the firm tool a 
interest in the following named privateers :—schooner “6 
dison,” of 3 guns and 36 men; “ Sword Fish,” 14 guns, ih 
men; ‘ Thrasher,” 14 guns and 116 men; “ David Porter 
10 guns and 120 men; “ Fox,” 12 guns and 120 men; a 
the “ Orlando,” of 8 guns and 75 men, 7 

On the return of peace in 1815, they found themseltel 
possessed of the following vessels, viz.: ship ‘Herald, mS 
« Gen. Jackson,” ‘ Gossipeum,” “ Big-Fox,” ‘ Travelin 
« Cincinnatus,” * Fanny,” “ Warren,” “ Lydia,” “ Jatt, 
“¢ Levant,” “ Helen,” and the “ Chile; ” schooners “ Louis 
and “ Bolivar,” and sloop ‘* William.” 
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To this fleet they soon added by purchase the ships ‘* Caro- 
Whe” and * Orlando,” and built a ship called the “ William 
iid Henry,” their old ship of that name haying been sold at 
Boston in 1810. All these vessels were loaded on their 
yo account, and several were employed in the pepper trade 
tom Sumatra, Batavia, Manilla and Mocha. .One was em- 
jloyed in the Russia trade; one with France; one ran to 
Teghorn, two to the west coast of South America, and the 
tnlance to the West Indies. Their schooners were finally 
intteased in number to nine, and their sloops to seven. 

Tn January, 1818, Wm. Pearce, Jr., was appointed Col- 
lector of the Port and District of Gloucester, and retired 
tom the firm of William Pearce and Sons, in which he was 
Siveeeded by his brother George W. Pearce. 

Wiliam Pearce, Jr, was yery public-spirited and did a 
Beat deal for his native town of Gloucester, was hospitable 
ithe extreme, and as a neighbor none could be better. 
Hefor several years acted as a deacon of the Universalist 
imuety at Gloucester, and was President of the Bank in 
that town till his death, Dec. 14, 1841.* 


Witt Pearcy, Jr. (No. 141) and wife Cuara Sarcenr 


had : 
I Varn ‘~ ; 
(558) ——, m. Samuel E. Coues, of Portsmouth, N. H., 


liesident of the American Peace Society. 
(659) Mary, unmarried. 
(660) Elizabeth, m. B. K. Hough, of Gloucester. 
(561) Nancy, m. O, G. Lane. 
» (602) Clementina. 
(563) William. 
(564) George. 
(565) Nathaniel. 
(566) Henry, died. 


Rie Writer is mainly indebted to the manuscript of Capt. Samuel Pearce (No. 
Mh) fo the history of William Pearce, Jr, and Henry Pearce, 
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Henry Pearce (No. 142), 

Son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tamasiy 
Brown, was b. Aug. 12, 1781, and commenced a sea-faring 
life when quite young, succeeding: his brother William i 
commander of the ship “Essex.” With this vessel he contin 
ed in the European trade till the completion of a new ship, 
the * Susan and Eliza,” in 1802, in which he made severil 
voyages to St. Petersburg, when ill health compelled him te 
yemain at home until 1815, He then took command of the 
schooner “ Traveller,” of which he was sole owner, and mate 
two voyages to the West Indies, when continued ill healtl 
forced him to stay at home the remainder of his life. He 
d. in Gloucester, May 22d, 1823. 
Hewry Poance (No. 142) and wife Asrcam Knreurs hadi 
(567) Fdward H.: m. twiee. - He is a farmer and 1 


sides in Gloucester. 
(568) Nancy, m. William H. Stevens, of Gloucester, 


Euizasera Pesrcn (No. 143), 

Daughter of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tum 
asin Brown, was b. April 1, 1784, and received instruction i 
the best schools of the country at that time. While ont 
- visit a ae N. H., she became acquainted with 
Willia, . Parrott, Esq., a gentleman of good talents al 
much promise, to whom in 1808 she was married. it 
Parrott removed from Portsmouth, N. H., to Gloucestél, 
Mass., where he continued to reside during the remaindel 
of his life, except three or four years that he lived in Bee 
ton. While residing in Gloucester, his appreciation by M 
people among whom he had come to live may be infertel 
rom the fact that he was for seven years the only repli 
sentative to the General Court from Gloucester, and efter 
wards was a senator from Essex County. -¥ 
Mr. Parrott became a partner with Col, William Peat 
and Sons, turing into the concern the ships “ Falcon” a 
“© Active.” 
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Tt is a fact worthy of notice that the town of Gloucester, 
which in 1820 was entitled to have six delegates, and sent 
hat number to the Constitutional Convention, should have 
lected three of those six persons from the Pearce family 
ind its nearest connections ; viz., Col. William Pearce (No. 

His nephew Col. William Beach (No. 534), and son- 
iniw Hon. William W. Parrott. The other three delegates 

Were Elias Davidson, John Kitteridge and N. Knowlton. 

) Major Levi Peirce of Middleboro’, Aaron Pierce of Mill- 
iury, and Varney Pierce of New Salem, were also members 
ofthe same Conyention. 

- While residing in Boston, Hon. William W. Parrott was 
ected a representative to the General Court from that city 
Orthe years 1840, ’41, °42, °43 and “44. 

Mis. Elizabeth Pazrott possessed a mild and amiable dis- 
position, She was a friend sincere and kind; as a daugh- 
ter, sister and wife, affectionate. 

Her inherent benevolence made her generous to the poor, 
aul her many excellent qualities of head and heart, both 
iuttral and acquired, caused her to be greatly missed and 
Penerally lamented; for in her death was lost a good neigh- 
Jorand most worthy member of society. She died April 


on, Witt W. Parrorr and wife Exizasern Prarce 
(No. 143) had : 


(569) William Pearce, b. March 2, 1810; m. Sophia M. 
Need. He d. March 4, 1868. 

(270) John, b. Dec. 3, 1811; was murdered in Califor- 
Hii some time in November, 1853. 

Rh: Mary G., b. Aug. 8, 1813; never m.; died Feb- 
: ag _ nee 

(07) Teams. Pearce, b. Dec. 24, 1815; never m.; 
ied March 9, 1838. wt 

(573) Blizabeth E., b. WN 22, 1817; m. Sept. 6, 1836, 
17 
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George Hughes, a merchant, of the firm of Atherton, Hughey 
& Co., 21 Lewis Wharf, Boston. . 

(574) George B., b. June 11, 1819; m. Caroline Ay 
Morris. 

The writer acknowledges his indebtedness to the nian 
script of Capt. Samuel Pearce (No. 144), the histiinp of 
Cape Ann by Hon. J. J. Babson, and to George Highoy 
Esq., of Boston, for information here presented conceit 
ing Hon. W. W. Parrott and family. 


Capt. Samven Pzarcr (No. 144), 

Son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tomasi 
Brown, was b. at the farm house in the town parish, Glow 
cester, Mass., “‘a few moments before 12 of the clock at 
noon, Feb, 29, 1788.” But as this date would deprive hit 
of a birth-day save in leap year, his father decided to haw 
it recorded as occurring upon the first day of March, Ii 
early life his health was so feeble that the doctors decided 
he would never attain to the years of manhood, and wher 
all their medicines had failed, some very nice and clei 
molasses proved to be “the one thing needful,” This, it 
said, had the effect so to correct his diseased stomach as to lay 
the foundation for a speedy cure. The first rudimentsol 
his education were received from master Tappan, of Sali 
bury, who had also the honor of having taught the young 
ideas of the great statesman Webster “how to shoot 
From master Tappan he passed successively under the me 
tion of “ Marm” Robinson, Rev. Obadiah Parsons, Asa Kim 
ball, Mr. Mittemore, Mr. Muzzy, Mr. Joseph Moore, al 
his sister Susan Pearce, when he was deemed fitted to 
ter the Franklin Academy, in Andover, then under pré ep 
tor Nathaniel Peabody. After one year at the academy 
was placed under the charge of Dr. Luther Stearts, W™ 
then kept a private school in Medford, “Ande“from thent 
taken to a desk in the Marine Insurance Office, at Gloutt 
ter, of which his father was then president, where, in Jealt 
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jyy fhe manner of making up accounts and all other busi. 
qess connected with mercantile affairs, he passed another 
year, 


W-yoyage in the good ship “Susan and Eliza,” Capt. 
Josina Woodbury being master, and set sail at 12 of the 
Tock, March 4, 1805, amid the booming of cannon in honor 
a President Jefferson, who was that day being inaugurated 
I the second time as chief magistrate of the United States. 
This voyage took him to Rotterdam, St. Petersburg, and 
jome other foreign places of less note ; and in a voyage per- 
formed the next year, he visited London and Amsterdam. 
Some time during the winter of 1806 he became a mem- 
ler of the Gloucester Axtillery Company, and ere long was 
mude third Lieutenant of the Revenue Cutter, then com- 
tinded by Capt. John Foster Williams, 

th January, 1809, he received the. appointment of sailing- 
Master in the United States Navy, and reported for duty to 
(ommodore Bainbridge, in Washington. Soon after he was 


inthe frigate Chesapeake, then commanded by Capt. Isaae 


At the request of his father he resigned his commission 
ithe nayy and returned to the merchant service; and m 
ime, 1809, as chief mate, started on another European 
Wyage in the ship “Susan and Eliza,” Capt. Edward Sal- 
(being master, and on this cruise that ship was wrecked. 
th the spring of 1811 he was elected by a unanimous 
wie as second Lieutenant of the Gloucester Artillery Co,, of 
Which Addison Plummer was then Captain and James §. 
MyWard first Lieutenant. 

This company then belonged: to an artillery regiment of 
Mich Amos Hovey was Lt. Col. Commandant, and Daniel 
; Wyacs and John Russell Majors, and was a part of the first 
eg commanded by Brig, General Ebenezer Goodale, of 
winyers, and in the 2d Division of Massachusetts Militia, 
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_ Being on the eve of war with England, the office of Lig 
tenant in the artillery company was considered by the inhi 
bitants of Gloucester as one of importance, regarded wilh 
respect, and viewed as quite a distinguished honor. At his 
first appearance as a commissioned officer, at the.“*Miy 
training” in 1811, Capt. Plummer being sick and Lieut 
Sayward absent, Lieut, Pearce had to perform the duties or 
the commanding officer, which began with superintend tg 
the inspection at the gun-house, practismg the sword exae 
cise, with marchings, and drilling with the field pieces, whar 
he led them in their line of march down to and throngl 
the principal street of the old town, cheered by thé enliven 
ing strains of - 
The spirit-stirring drum, th’ ear-piercing fife, 

Pride, pomp and circumstance of glorious war,” } 
to the parlors of his father's house, where they speedily 
commenced and successfully conducted an attack upor the 
good things, under the weight of which the tables groaned} 
for, said Lieut. Pearce, “ My father having once been! i 
self a colonel, appeared to be more pleased and took evel 
more interest in it than myself”—this being doubtless i 
the old gentleman a pleasant reminder of by-gone scenes in 


‘The days when he went soldiering, 
Long time ago.”’ : 
War haying been declared with England (June 18, 181) 
the Gloucester Artillery Co. was required to be constantly 
in readiness to repel invasion, and, as expressed in the Jit) 
guage of Lieut. Pearce, “ had to equip themselves, engiy 
five horses, and be at the expense of taking care of thett; 
and hold themselves in readiness to be shot at without il) 
remuneration whatever from Government.” 

On one occasion this company was engaged within ul 
musket shot, for three fourths of an hour, with the mails 
of two English frigates near the entrance of Gloucestet he 
bor, and at another time successfully protected a brig Be 
enemy had driven on shore on Dog Bar; and when M 
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Porfsmouth packet schooner, loaded with government stores, 
“had been chased ashore at the point, and the enemy had 
‘bfained possession of her, the shots from the cannon of 
fis gallant corps caused her abandonment by her captors. 
Jn these martial exploits of this time-honored company, 
Somuel Pearce acted well his part as first Lieutenant, to 
hich position he had been promoted the first year of that 
yar, as Capt. Addison Plumffer had been advanced to 
Major of the regiment, and Lieut. Sayward to Captain of 
this company. 

Ata choice of officers in 1815, Lieut. Pearce was unani- 
mously elected Captain, with William Beach and Winthrop 
Sugeant as Lieutenants, and this was soon followed by the 
decession of a large number of new members, and ere long 
by the presentation of a new standard from the ladies of 
Gloucester—that given by David Pearce (No. 53), having 
Yecome the worse for wear. He held the office of Captam 
about three years. 

He now became a partner with his father and brothers, 
inthe frm of William Pearce & Sons, in which he continu- 
ei to do business until January, 1834. 

May 6, 1818, he was united in marriage with Julia Maria, 
ddest daughter of Hon. Israel Trask. 

When the light-infantry company known as the “ Essex 
Guard” was first organized by the young men of Glouces- 
, in or about 1822, Capt. Samuel Pearce having received 
lhcir unanimous vote, consented to accept the position of 
Captain, which office he continued to fill for three years ; and 
it was during the time that he was Captain of that compa- 
ty that a standard was presented to the corps by the 
lhdies of Gloucester. 

March18;-1834, Capt. Samuel Pearce removed from 
Gloucester to Boston, and became Wreck Agent for the 
Marine Insurance Co., in which capacity he contmued to 
{ct till January, 1839, when he was commissioned Marine 
“tospector and Surveyor. 
1i* 


— 
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Over the Tyrian Lodge of Free Masons at Gloucester he 
for several years presided as Master; and of the Boston 
Encampment of Knight Templars was, in 1849, and for 
several years afterwards, chosen commander. 


Capt. Samet Pearce (No. 144) and wife had: 

(575) Julia Maria, unm. ; is a teacher at Wheeling, Va, 

(576) Samuel Stevens ;sSXy ag went to Illinois. hry 

(577) Frances Trask. She, with her sister Julia, em 
braced the Roman Catholic religion, and both became meme 
bers of the institution at Georgetown, D. C. 

For nearly all that has been here presented concerning 
Capt. Samuel Pearce and family, the writer is indebted toa 
yery interesting manuscript prepared by that gentleman sey- 
eral years since, and kindly loaned to the writer by My, 
Benjamin H. Penhallow, of Lowell. 


Grorcr W. Princes (No. 145), 


Son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tamasia 
Brown, was b. in the farm house at Gloucester, Mass,, Oct 
30, 1791, and christened George Washington. He was the 
first person christened by Rey. John Murray in America. 

As a member of the Gloucester Artillery Co. he partic 
pated in some of the most dangerous encounters that corms 
had with the enemy during the last war with England, and 

. on the first day of January, 1818, was admitted a member 
of the mercantile firm of William Pearce and Sons, in which 
he continued several years. He received from the general 
government the appointment of Collector of the Port me 
District of Gloucester, and in 1841 was chosen to represeil 
that town in the General Court at Boston. 

Removed from Gloucester to Chelsea, @agegehe Wit 
wharfinger of Union Wharf. 


Guorcr W. Prarce (No, 145) and wife had: 
(578) Hannah M., b. June, 1821. 
(579) Georgiana T., b. June, 1828. 
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(580) George W., b. January, 1826 ; m. March, 1852, 
Jouisa Ellis. 

(581) Ellen, b. January, 1828. 

(582) William, b. March, 1829; was a master mariner. 
He neyer married. Was lost with his ship, the “ Queen of 
the Seas,” Sept. 20,1860. Ship foundered at sea. 

(583) Tamasin, b. Feb., 1831; m. May, 1854, Hadley 
P. Burvill. ° . 

(584) Elizabeth P., b. 1833; m. December, 1860, J. B. 
Durham. 

(585) Clara C., b. June, 1834; m. Aug., 1855, Henry 
G, Fay. 

(686) Lydia L., b. Nov., 1836. 

(581) Edward T., b. Dec., 1838; was a Lientenant in 
the 12th Mass. Infantry (Col. Fletcher Webster), which was 
mie of the first three-years regiments raised for the late war 
ofthe rebellion. Lieut. Pearce’s commission bore date of 
June 26, 1861. Honorably discharged July 8, 1864. He 
died in New Orleans. Was never married. 


The writer is indebted to Mr. George W. Pearce, Jr. 
(No, 580), and to the history of Cape Ann and Capt. Sam- 
nel Pearce’s journal, for the facts here presented concern- 
ing the family of George W. Pearce (No, 145). 


Asran Prmce (No. 147), 
Daughter of John Peirce (No. 56) and wife Sarah Rounse- 
yill, was b. Dec. 24, 1756, and m. Samuel Wood, of Mid- 
dleboro’". Removed to Franklin County, Mass. 


Save, Woop and wife Anrasu Perce (No. 147) had: 
(588) Chloe, b. April 5, 1777; m. Elisha Russell, of 
Hadley, Mass. She d. Nov. 18, 1861. 

(689) Elizabeth, b. April 15, 1779; m. Thomas Kibby, 
tayern-keeper, on Shutesbury Hill, town clerk and select- 
tan of Shutesbury. He was a patriot soldier in the war of 
the American Revolution. He is dead. 
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(590) John, b. July 1, 178-; m. Abby Hibbard, of 
Hadley. 

(591) Abner, b, 178-; unm., d. April 17, 1784, 

(592) Samuel, b. Sept. 10,1786; m. Abigail Warner, 
of Hadley. 

(593) Ira, b. Sept. 20, 1788; m. Lydia Taylor, of New 
Salem, and resided in Prescott, Mass. 

(594) Henry, b. July 3, 1793; m. Harriet Moody, af 
Belchertown. 

(595) Reuel, b. Sept. 30, 1796; m. Martha Moody, af 
Belchertown. 


Narwan Perror (No. 148) and wife Anna Hoar had; 

(596) Hope, b. Nov. 16, 1783; lived single; d.. July 
11, 1838. Buried in Shutesbury. 

(597) Anna, b, June 28, 1785; m. 1st, Manes Mayhew, 
of Ludlow, Vt.; and 2d, Lemuel Church (No. 638), of Ver- 
shire, Vt. ; 

(598) Judith, b. July 19,1787; d. May 5, 1790, 

(599) Abigail, b. Sept. 7, 1789; d. May 9, 1790. 

(600) Luther, b. July 16, 1791; m. Submit Haskins, of 
Shutesbury. He d. May 1, 1864, and she d. Sept. 28, 1865, 
aged 70 years. He was a farmer in Shutesbury. 

(601) Eunice, b. Dec. 13, 1793; m. Wm. Eaton, of 
Ludlow, Vt. 

(602) Huldah, b. Feb. 8, 1796; m. first, Dea. Ephratt 
Pratt, a son of Lieut. David Pratt, of Hardwick and Shutes- 
bury, Mass, ; and second, Eliphalet Kingman, of Winchester, 
New Hampshire. They reside in Winchester. 

(603) Sarah, b. June 1, 1798; m. Levi. Wilder, of 
Wendell, 

(604) Shadrach, b, March 15, 1801; m. Mary Marvell, 
of Shutesbury, Mass. 

(605) Job, b, Sept. 1, 1803, Has shown a commenti 
ble interest in the publication of this family genealogy; # 
a farmer, and resided in Shutesbury until May, 1869, whew 
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he removed to the west. He m. Aug. 9, 1826, Sarah Wild- 

er, of Wendell, Mass. He is a subscriber to this work, and . 

fhauks are due him for information. . 
(606) Abial, b. May 28, 1806; m. first, Climena Spear, ; 

of Vershire, Vt. ; second, Lydia Prescott, of the same place. 


Dr, Moses Sprar ‘and wife Juprra Psrrce (No. 150) had: 


(607) Levi, m. Merrill. . 
(608) Jacob, b. Nov. 8, 1784. | 
(609) Elisha, b. April 12, 1786 ; became a physician. | 
(610) Sarah, b. Sept. 15, 1788; m. Lemuel Church 

(No. 638), of Vershire, Vt. They were first cousins. 
(611) Betsey,m. Rev. —— Huntington, of ——. 
(612) Nathan. 
(613) Judith. 





Joun Pemcor (No. 152) and wife SARAH Hossims had: 


(614) Sarah, b. Sept. 5, 1785; m. Patrick Grey, of New 
Silom, Mass. He is dead, She lives in Shutesbury.> GV3hFTs 
(615) Joseph, ba May 18, 1788 PK Polly Spear, of 
Shutesbury.A. fobht 979-27 F2E Fa bp ee rerr nia 
(616) «Rounsevyill, b. April 16, 1790; m. Lois Thomas, 
of Prescott. She d. March, 1867, aged 79 years.“ ath sherre 
(617) Appleton, b. June 23, 17% eA Cole, of a, 
Barre, Mass. She was a daughter of Phineas Cole (No, 207). 
(618) Asa, b. Feb. 19, 1792; m. Sarepta Manard, of | 
Prescott, Mass. She d. June 28, 1844, aged 46. 
Yen I REIT EE: 
(619) Roxanna, b. Dec. 14, FH; m. Rufas Powers, of 
Prescott. ae fn, diti ee 
(620) Maria; i CAfdward Parmenter, of Shutesbury. 
(621) Caroline“¥47 Ritus Powers, of Prescott.222 
(622) Climena, d. young. 
(623) Mary, d- young. 
(624) A son, d. young. 
Gre) oe et +B Yih gs ~M. Levy apd MUL EY Ni agrle = 
: 1G) 7 rs 


ray 
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Dea. Josrpa Hoskins and wife Mary Pemex (153) had; 

_ (625) Jacob, b. Feb. 13, 1790; d. April 11, 1813, 

(626) Eunice, b. Feb. 20, 1792; m. Elisha Spear, of 
Shutesbury. He was killed by lightning. 

(627) Tra, b. Aug. 1, 1794; m. Eliza Lamb, of Shutes 
bury. He was commissioned Ensign of .a company of the 
local militia in Shutesbury, Jan. 26, 1820; Captain, July 8, 
1824; discharged March 16, 1827. Removed to the west, 
where he was deacon of a church, 

The company in which he held these commissions was @ 
part of the 3d Regiment in the 2d Brigade and 4th Division 
Mass. Militia. 

Of the regiment, William Whittaker of New Salem was 
Colonel, Spencer Root of Montague, Lieut. -Colonel, and 
Abner Goodell of Warwick, Major. 

Brigadier General Asa Howland, of Conway, commanded 
the Biipails, and Major-General Epaphras Hoyt, of Deer 
field, the Division. 

(628) Jobn, b. March 3, 1796; m. Sabrina G. Carver, 
of Shutesbury. She is dead. He is a farmer in Shutes- 
bury. 

(629) Minerva, b. Feb. 7, 1798; d. Dec. 25, 1800. 

(630) Alva, b. May 2, 1800; m. Anna Henry, of Shutes- 
bury. Of the Shutesbury Light Infantry (Co. D, Eleventh 
Regiment in 6th Brigade, 38d Division, Mass. Vol. Militia), 
he was commissioned first Lieutenant, May 6, 1845; pro 
moted to Captain Aug, 18, 1847. Representative to Gene 
ral Court in 1848. He was admitted as a member of ths 
Calvinist Baptist Church in Shutesbury at an early period 
of his life. 

(631) Hope, b. Noy. 7, 1801; m. Eli D. Bangs, of Am 
herst, May 27, 1828. He d. Oct, 19, 1854, aged 55 years. 

(632) Joseph, b, Aug. 26, 1803; m. Jerusha Pomeroy, 
of Kast Hampton, Mass. 

(633) Job Peirce, b. Aug. 4, 1805; d, Dec, 5, 1815. 
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(634) Davis, b. May 14, 1807; m. Sarah Clark, of 
Wendell, Mass. They reside at Faribault, Minnesota. 

(635) Seneca, b. Sept. 21, 1809; m. Mrs. Aurelia Moo- 
dy, of Shutesbury. He was commissioned May 6, 1845, 
seoond Lieutenant of Shutesbury Light Infantry Co. ; pro- : 
moted to first Lieutenant Aug. 18, 1847, and to Captain 
May 29, 1850. The company belonged to the 11th Reg’t 
Tight Infantry, Horatio Hawkes Colonel, John J. Crandall 
Lieut.-Colonel, and Charles Devens, Jr. Major. 

(636) Cynthia (twin to Seneca, No. 635), b. Sept. 21, 
1809; m. Dr. Orin Foster, of Shutesbury. 


Jacos Cuurca and wife Saran Perrce (No. 154) had ; 

(637) Lucy, b. March 1, 1782. 

(638) Lemuel, b. April 5, 1784; m. first, Sarah Spear 
(No. 610), his cousin, of Vershire, Vt.; and second, Mrs. 
Anna Mayhew (No. 597), his cousin, of Shutesbury, Mass. 

(639) Betsey, b. May 13, 1786, 

(640) Polly, b. Oct. 3, 1788. 


(641) Jacob. 
(642) Jeduthan, m. Salome Hoskins, of Prescott, his 


fist cousin (No. 649). 
(643) Alden. . 


—— Recorp and wife Lois Perez (No. 155) had: 


(644) A daughter. 
(645) Stillman. | ft 


Tnsign Henry Hosxms and wife Eunicr Perrcn (No. 156) 
had : 

(646) Cynthia, unm. 

(647) Lavina, b. April 18, 17 97: m. James Shaw, of ) 
New Salem, now Prescott, March 6, 1816. She died, and 
he then married her sister Mary (No. 652). 

(648) Colister, b. Aug. 1799; m. Fanny Gunn, of Mon- 
fague, Mass. They remoyed to Ohio, 
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(649) Salome, b. Aug. 1800; m. Jeduthan Chareh (No. 
642), her cousin, of Vershire, Vt. She is dead. 

(650) liza, b. Oct. 1802; m. William Prescott, 

(651) Whitcomb, b. June, 1805; m. Mary ——, 

(652) Mary, b. April 3, 1807; m. Nov. 27, 1828, James 
Shaw, of Prescott. He was born in Middleboro’; conmix 
sioned Ensign of a company of the local militia in Ney 
Salem, Mass. Discharged at disbandment of the company, 
September 28, 1824. He is a shoemaker. 

(653) Sarah, b. July, 1811; m. Samuel Briggs, a brick 
mason, of New Salem, Mass. 

(654) Nelson, b. March 6, 18—; m. ‘Almira Titus, 

(655) Emeline. 


James Tuowrson and wife Maritpa Pemce (No. 157) had; 
(656) Malinda, b. June 22, 1797; d. Noy. 14, 1834. 
(657) Peleg, b. Dec. 12,1798; d. April 16, 1799. 
(658) Daniel, b. Jan. 14,1800. Is a distinguished phy- 

sician residing in Northampton, where he has practised 

since 1837, and before then he practised thirteen years it 

Pelham, of which town he was clerk and treasurer. Mar- 

ried Caroline A. Hunt, of Northampton, daughter of Dr. 

Hunt. Dr. Daniel Thompson is a subscriber to this pul- 

lication. . 
(659) Lucy, b. Nov. 1, 1802; d. Sept. 20, 1850. 

(660) Edmund, b. March 16, 1804; m. Sylvia Boying: 
ton. She d. Oct, 19, 1866. 

(661) Dexter, b. Feb. 2d, 1806. 

(662) Mary, b. June 20, 1808; m, George W. Sloane, 
of Prescott. She d. April 17, 1850. 

(663) Peleg Peirce, b. April 22, 1810; m. Pamelia 
White, of Pelham, Mass. Hed. April 9, 1839. They welt 
the parents of Dr. Austin W. Thompson, of Northamptot 
a subscriber to this history and genealogy, and to whom the 
writer tenders his grateful acknoyledgment for kind assish 
ance and information, ; 
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(64) Dorcas, b. March 5, 1812; m. June 4, 1845, 
Benjamin North, of Northampton, Mass. She is a subseri- 
er to this work. They reside in Northampton. 

(665) James, b. Feb. 8, 1815. Was a physician and 

ctised at Northampton. He m. Sept. 12, 1842, Caroline 
D, Wright, of Northampton. She d. March 29, 1859. He 
yis appointed surgeon of the Ist battalion of Artillery in 
Mass, Vol. Militia, from which he was promoted to the office 
of Aid de Camp to Brig.-Gen. Benjamin E. Cook, of North- 
ampton, then commanding the 6th Brigade in the 3d Division 
WY. M. 

Prec Perce (No. 158), 

Son of John Peirce (No. 56) and second wife Lucy Ash- 
key, was b. June 22, 1778, and m. Ruth Hamilton. 

Of the company of local militia in Shutesbury he was 
commissioned Ensign June 24, 1807, and promoted to Lieu- 
tenant May 2, 1809. 

This company belonged to the regiment of which Jacob 
Pham was then Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, Ephraim 
Wheeler and Benjamin S. Wells Majors, and was in the 
Yi Brigade under Brigadier General Isaac Maltby, of Hat- 
field, and of the 4th Division then commanded by Major 
General Ebenezer Mattoon, of Amherst. 

Lieut. Pexue Perce (No. 158) and wife Rora HaAmMiInron. 

had: 

(666) Proctor, b. Oct. 8d, 1798; d. Aug. 29, 1829. 

(667) Luey, b. Oct. 26, 1805; m. Leforester Ainsworth, 
Of Shutesbury. She d. Oct. 8, 1841. 

(668) Hiram, b. Sept. 12, 1816; m. March 2, 1842, 
inna Gilbert, of Prescott, Mass. He committed suicide, 
Tine 5, 1867. Is said to have been the wealthiest man im 
Rrescott when he died. 


Avicam Prmcr (No. 159), 
Daughter of John Peirce (No. 56) and second wife Lucy 
Astley, was b. Oct. 22, 1780, and m. fourtimes.. Fust, — 
18 








-— ne ——_ 
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Church ; second, to Hleazer Goodman; third, to —— De 
vids ; and fourth, to John Campbell. No children by Chugh, 
or Dayids. 


Ereazer Goopman and wife Azican Prrrcr Cuvacg 
(No. 159) had: 
(669) Eleazer, m. Lorana Lawless, of Prescott, 


Joun Campsetn and wife Anrcam Prerrce Cuurce Day 
(No. 159) had: 

(670) Mary, m. William Johnson, of Wendell. 

(671) Eliza, m. Asahel Sperry, of Montague, 

(672) Eunice, m, Charles Parmenter, of Shutesbury, 


Writ Percer (No. 160) and wife Lyp1a Perry had; 

(673) Seth, b. March 22, 1780. ; . 

(674) Sally, b. Dec. 9, 1782. (Middleb Tea 

(675) Joanna, b. Oct. 10, 1784; m. Dexter, af 
Rochester, Mass. (Middleboro’ Town Rec. and tradition) 

(676) Hannah, b. Noy. 25, 1786. feeee 





(677) William, b. March 17, 1792. Town R 

(678) Zenas, b. March 29, 1797. Se 

William Peirce, the parent, was b. June 2, 1759, being 
the oldest son of Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Hat 
nah Canedy, and probably was named for William Canedy, 
Hisq., his mother’s father, who as a lieutenant commanding 
a garrison gained imperishable honor by his brave conduct 
in saving the fort at St. George’s River in the siege laid 0 
that fortification, by the Indians, Dec. 25, 1723. “William 
Peirce removed from Middleboro’ and settled in one of tle 
northern towns of the State of New York, and although 
more than fifty years of age, entered the military service of 
his country in the last war with England, and fella viet 
to the incident hardships, exposure and fatigue, giving lif 
life as a sacrifice for the liberty and laws of his native Tand, 
Noy. 5, 1812. ‘William Peirce (No. 160) m. for his second, 
wife Lavina Benton; but I do not learn that any childiet 
were born of second wife. 
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Naraan Perece (No. 161) and wife Mary River had: 
(679) Nathaniel, b. at Paris, Me., Nov. 29, 1787; m. 
Tsther Dyer, of Castine, Me. He d. Oct. 13, 1847. 

(680) Nathan. 

(681) Elias. It has cost the writer a greater effort 
(682) Samuel. | to obtain this meagre account of the 
(683) Robert. | family of Nathan Peirce than was re- 
(684) Abial. quired to gain what appears concern- 
(685) Mercy. | ing families treated most fully, and 
(686) Celia. where the descendants were disposed. 
(687) Mary. to be communicative. 

(§88) Eliza. 

Nathan Peirce (No. 161), the parent, was a son of Capt. 
Apial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Hannah Canedy, and was 
‘Noy, 11, 1762. He was drowned, Jan. 10, 1817. Sup- 
posed to have been robbed and thrown overboard from a 
Yessel in which he was a passenger, going from Machias to 


Belfast, Me. 


Ensua Cuark and wife Srtau Perce (No. 162) had: 
(689) Blisha. 
(690) Dordana. 


Selah, the mother, was a daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce 
‘il wife Hannah Canedy, and was b. in Middleboro’, Mass., 
Nee, 26, 1764, and d. Aug. 30, 1817. Elisha, the parent, 
Welouged in Rochester, Mass., but with his wife Sarah re- 
moyed to and settled in Gouldsboro’, Hancock County, Me. 


Stas Wirtrams and wife Cuariry Pemcn (No. 163) had: 
(691) Charity, m. Josiah Washburn, of Bridgewater. 

_ (692) Silas, m. Mehitabel Ashley. He resided in East 

Treotown, and. occupied a farm known as the ‘ Dr. Ashley 

lice.” ‘He was killed ina dranken fracas in E. Freetown, 

Ag. 4, 1843. He ruined himself with strong drink. A 

frOner's inquest rendered a verdict that caused the arrest 
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of Calvin Thomas, Jy., who was for a time confined in 
Taunton Jail on the charge of being instrumental in causing 
Silas Williams’s death. 
(693) Susan, m. —— Presbry, of Taunton. 
(694) Mehitabel, m. Braley, of Rochester, Mass, 
(695) Hannah, m. Turner E, King, of Taunton, her fitst ” 
cousin. He wasa son of Capt. Caleb Turner King aul” 
wife Mercy Peirce (No. 168), Turner E. King was b, Feb, 
25,1806, After the death of wife Hannah, he m, seconl, | 
Mrs. Fidelia Williams. He was baptized and admitted a 
member of the Fourth Baptist.Church in Middleboro’, June 
15, 1828. (Tradition and Church Records.) 
(696) Edmund. 
(697) Jason. 
(698) Abial, m. Fidelia . He is dead. 
(699) Elizabeth, m. Braley. ; 
Charity, the mother, was a daughter of Capt. Abial Peiree 
(No. 57) and wife Hannah Canedy, and was b. Oct, 28, 
1766. Silas, the father, was of Raynham, Mass., but he 
with his wife settled at Walpole, N. H. [ 











Goprrey Rosmson and wife Hannan Pemcz (164) hadi 

(100) Hannah, b. July 20,1791; m. Barzillai Hall, of 
Raynham, Mass. 

(701) Godfrey, b. Jan. 22, 1794; m. Reliance, @ daugl 
ter of Seth Dean. She was b. Feb. 28,1797. They reside 
in Raynham, Bristol Co., Mass., where his natural ability, 
stern integrity of character and superior attainments haye 
ever placed him in the leading positions of life, civil, mile 
tary, secular and religious. In the last war with England 
he performed twenty-four days’ duty in the coast guard sr 
tioned at New Bedford, and on the second of May, 184 
was commissioned Captain of one of the companies of mis 
tia of Raynham, which office he held about seven a 
Appointed a Justice of Peace, Jan. 7, 1825, and has give 
satisfaction therein for more than forty-five years. Chosal 
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tirepresent the town of Raynham in the General Court in 
1822, 1850 and in 1835, and repeatedly elected to offices of 
Selectman and Assessor. 

June 1, 1834, he became a member of the Calvinist Bap- 
fist Church in Raynham, of which on the 12th of Septem- 
her, 1840, he was elected deacon, and has filled the office 
ofehurch clerk at least a quarter of a century. To the busi- 
ness of an agriculturist he has added that of a land surveyor, 
dod in 1832 was employed to survey the town of Raynham, 
Which he accomplished, and drew the map of that township. 
Yew men have so often been selected as administrator or 
txecutor of deceased persons’ estates. 

He bas rendered the writer of this genealogy essential 
service in furnishing evidence of facts in the Peirce family 
history and genealogy, and is a subscriber, to encourage its 
publication. 

(102) Abial Peirce, b. Aug. 17, 1796; m. Chloe, a dau. 
of Seth Dean, of Raynham. She died several years since, 
mdof her children only one survives. Abial is a farmer, 
td vesides in the town of Acushnet, Mass., and in that part 
tomerly belonging to Rochester, and subsequently to Fair- 
taven, Following in the footsteps of his ancestors, he be- 
time engaged in promoting the interests of the State militia, 
aud on the 16th of October, 1830, was promoted from the 
Tinks to the office of Captain of one of the local companies 
if Rochester—being the immediate successor to his cousin 
Abial Peirce, Jr., who had held that office since June 21, 
14, and previously for about three years that of Ensign. 

‘Two years later Capt. Robinson was promoted to Major 
Mf the 4th Reg’t in Ist Brigade of the 5th Division Mass. 
Militia, and on the 7th of May, 1834, raised to Colonel. He 
Was honorably discharged in 1837. While Colonel, his con- 
Muck served most conclusively to show his true character, 
\ tadded to that courage which enables men to risk per- 
Mnal danger, he developed in a remarkable degree the far 


Pigher principle of moral courage, which sometimes prompts 
18% 
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acts calculated to offend fashionable tastes and wage a ated 
with popular opinion, ensuring to the actor little save odinm 
and contumely, with no reasonable hope of any other rewand 
than a consciousness of having performed an onerous duty, 
and suffering for righteousness’ sake. While commanding 
the regiment, Edward G. Perkins, of Middleboro’ (a son of 
No, 292) was his Lieut.-Colonel, Charles H. Clark, of Roch | 
ester, Major, and Nathan King, of Middleboro’, Adjutant, 
Brig.-Gen. Aurora W. Oldham, of Pembroke, commanded, 
the Brigade, and Major-Gen. Darius Miller, of Wareham, 
the Division. 

While residing in Rochester and Fairhaven, Col. Abul 
P. Robinson held for several years the most important offices 
of these towns, and for nearly thirty years has been a Jus 
tice of the Peace for Bristol County, and has realized fron 
experience the truth of that proverb, “ The hand of fhe” 
diligent maketh rich.” For many years he has been, andl 
still continues to be, a very active member of the Calvinitt 
Baptist Church at “ Long Plain,” for the support of the 
ministry in which he has dealt with liberal heart and gene 
yous hand, He is a subscriber to this publication. 

(703) Job, b. Nov. 10, 1799 ; resides in Raynham, Ms. 
He m. Hannah Crapo, of Taunton, and they have had chit 
dren as follows: Job, Amos, John, Hannah and Augusta 
Job, the parent, is an active and leading member of the Gab 
yinist Baptist Church in Raynham, which town he represeub 
ed in the General Court at Boston in 1840, and is a subst 
ber to this publication on the Peirce family. 

(704) Morrill, b. Aug. 15, 1803; m. Mary Shaw, 
Halifax, Mass., and Thomas Drew Robinson, a lawyet ot 
New York city, is their son. 

Morrill, the parent, is a physician located for practice et 
Titicut, or North Middleboro’, where he also held the offite 
and performed the duties of postmaster about tweuty yous 
Represented Middleboro’ in the General Court at Boston it 
1943, and again in 1844. A member of the Fourth Bap™ 


f 
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(Calvinist) Church in Middleboro’ (now Lakeville) from his 
emly manhood, and is a subscriber to the Peirce history and 
genealogy. 

(705) Lydia, b. March 5, 1807; d. June 17, 1807. 

(706) Jones, b. Oct. 5, 1808. Was for many years a 
school teacher ; m,. Julia Gushee, of Raynham, Mass., and 
they haye several children. Formerly resided in Fairhaven, 
Mass., which town he represented in the General Court in 
1842, and again in 1843. Appointed a Justice of the Peace 
for Bristol County, March 26, 1851, and by renewals of 
commission March 12, 1858, and March 8, 1865. Is still 
office. Removed to New Bedford, where he now lives, 
md is one of the General School Committee of that city. A 
subscriber to this work on the Peirce family. 

Godfrey Robinson, the parent of Nos. 700 to 706, inclu- 
give, was a son of Lieut. Josiah Robinson and wife Theodora 
Godfrey, and b. Feb. 11, 1766; m. Hannah Peirce, April 
61790. Hed. July 27,1816. Shed. May 25, 1846, On 
the 27th of April, 1817, the widow Hannah Robinson was 
‘ceived as a member of the Fourth Baptist Church in Mid- 

dleboro’, now Lakeville. 


Asia Petmcr, Jr. (No. 165), 


Son of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Canedy, 
was b. May 30, 1770, and m. first, Deborah Sears. Debo- 
tah d. April 23, 1810, and he then married Mrs. Mehitable, 
the diyorced wife of —— Thomas. Her maiden name was 
Barden, Abial d. Feb, 28, 1854. He resided in South 
Middleboro’. 

Amn Parmer (No, 165) and first wife Drsoran Szars had: 

(107) Abial, b. March 6, 1796; m. in or about 1820, 
Miva Cushman. He was commissioned Ensign of a com- 
Phy of militia in Rochester, Mass., July 25, 1821. Pro- 
Noted to Captain, June 21, 1824. He was a house carpen- 
ter, Died in Macon, Ga., in or about 1855. 
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(708) Nathan, b. April 23, 1799 ; d, unm. 

(109) Betsey, b. March 2, 1802; d. July 25, 1806, 

(710) Nathaniel S., b. Sept. 20, 1804; m. Mary Simmons, 
in or about 1825. He removed to Illinois, where he has 
been yery successful in business. Is a subscriber to encour 


age this work. Has shown a commendable regard and 


respect for the memory of his ancestors. 


(711) Samuel N., b. Sept. 15, 1808 ; lived single, and d, ” 


in New York in 1834. 


(712) John S., m. Mary Wilbur in or near 1828. He ~ 


died at Peoria, Ill., in 1859. 
By second wife, Munrrasie (Barpen) Tuomas, had: 


(718) Charles W., b. Oct. 20, 1811; m. Hannah Tol- 


man, in or about 1838. Removed to Oregon. 
(714) Tyler, b. March 4, 1816; m. Sophia T. Sherman, 
in 1839. 


Bersey Puce (No. 166), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Han- 
nah Canedy, was b. April 12, 1772, and m. Sylvanus Tho- 
mas, of Middleboro’, Aug. 20,1794, She d. April, 1858) 
They resided in Pultney, N. Y. 

Syiyanus Tuomas and wife Bersry Prrrce (No. 166) had: 

(715) Sylvanus. 

(716) Abial. 

(717) Moses. 

(718) Betsey. 


Tuanxrut Prmce (No, 167), 


Daughter of Capt, Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Caa- 
edy, was b, Feb. 25, 1773; m. Abial Richmond, of Taunton 


She d. Oct. 30, 1821. 


Astat, Ricumonp and wife Taankrun Pemcon (No. 167) had? 


(719) Abial, m, Lucy Eaton, of Middleboro’. 


(720) Dordana, m, —— Stephens. 4 
(721) Polly. j 
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Mercy Perce (No. 168), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Can- 
edy, was b. Noy. 24, 1775 ; m. Dec. 26, 1797, Capt. Caleb 
Tamer King, of Taunton. She d. April 30, 1821. He 
was b. Jan. 19, 1769, and d. Dec. 14, 1823. 


Capt. Cares Turner Krye and wife Mercy Pzrrce (No. 168), 
had; 

(122) Bathsheba W., b. Feb. 20,1800; d. Feb. 22, 
1823. 

(723) Hannah P., b. Oct. 27, 1801; m. Nov. 15, 1821, 
Cyrus Nelson, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. Shed. July ~ 
2), 1822, (See grave-stones.) He is a farmer at Lakeville. 

(124) Phebe, b. Nov., 1803; m. George Williams, of 
Taunton. She d. Sept. 20, 1852. 

(725) Turner E., b. Feb. 25, 1806; m. first, Hannah 
Williams—second, Mrs. Fidelia Williams. 

(726) Jonathan, b. Feb. 11, 1808; m. Abigail King, of 
Taunton, Feb. 11, 1830. He d. Feb. 24, 1852. 

(727) Wales, b. Sept. 30,1809; d. June 17, 1810. 
(728) John W., b. Jan., 1812; m. twice. ‘First, Char- 
lotte Allen, of Oakham; and second, Nancy Nye. He was 
tretail trader at South Rochester, Mass., and Captain of a 
‘ompany of local militia in that town. 

(729) Hiram, b. 1814; m. White, of Savannah, 
ie he died. She was a daughter of Capt. Wright 

te 

(730) Josiah, b. Sept. 4, 1817; d. Sept, 16, 1825. 





Dorpana Prtrce (No. 169), 
Daughter of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Can- 
tly, was b. Jan. 22, 1778, and m. John Godfrey, of Taun- 
fon, She d. Dec. 7, 1845. 
Jous Goprrey and wife Dorpana Puce (No. 169) had: 
(731) Dordana, m. Joseph L. Macomber, of Taunton, 
(732) Hannah, m. Nicholas N. Crapo, of Taunton, 
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(733) Jobn. 

(734) Theodora, m. Stephen Brown. 

(735) Nathan. 

(736) Abby, m. Carpenter. 

Dordana, the Christian name of the mother, is said ta 
have had its origin in her father’s dreams; that before her 
birth he dreamed he ought to call his next child Dordana, 
a name entirely new to him, as it probably was to every 
body else. 





Anreat, Pemce (No. 170), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Han 
nah Canedy, was b. April 12, 1780; m. Hleazer Alden, of, 
Bridgewater. He d. Jan. 11,1851. She still lives and en- 
joys a green old age, retaining her health and faculties, 
mental and physical, to a remarkable degree. 


Exeazer Aupen and wife Anrcam Perce (No. 170) had: 


(737) Maria, m, Calvin Wade, who is a subscriber 10 
this publication. ; 
(738) Hannah, m. —— Adams. . 


Dec. 30, 1783, Capt. Abial Peirce contracted marriage 
with Mrs. Theodora Robinson, of Raynham, widow of Liewh: 
Josiah Robinson, of Raynham, and daughter of Maj. Bic 
ard Godfrey, of Taunton, and on the 6th of August, 178% 
their daughter Polly Peirce (No. 171) was born. She became 

* the wife of Capt. Caleb Turner King, of Taunton. He died; 
and on the 2lst of December, 1825, she m. Capt. Joun 
Bennett, of Rochester. She d. July 26, 1857. No chil 
dren were born of Polly Peirce (No. 171) in either marriages | 

Capt. John Bennett was a farmer in very comfortable. cit 
cumstances, and resided at North Rochester, Mass. Of a) 
company of militia cavalry raised in the towns of Middle 
boro’ and Rochester, John Bennett was chosen Captati 
May 22,1815. Nathaniel Haskell, of Rochester, was then 
Major of the Cavalry Battalion, Sylvanus Lazell, of Bridge 
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water, commanded the Brigade, and Nathaniel Goodwin, of 
Plymouth, the Diyision. 


Mercy Prmcer (No. 184), 

First daughter and eldest child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
09) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. April 25, 1762, 
fle father being at the time absent from home and engaged 
infighting the sanguinary battles of the French and Indian - 
war, 
Through her long and well-spent life she was eyer re- 
mirkable for evenness of temper, gentleness of disposition, 
md uniform kindness of manner ; and religion, pure and un- 
defiled, was to her a possession rather than a profession, and 
‘works instead of words were made to give evidence of the 
{te condition of her heart and the tenor of her mind. 

She thought too much, too deeply and seriously to be a 
meat talker, being like the resistless and all-powerful tide 
jadeep river that flows noiselessly on, rather than the 
bubbling of a shallow brook. 

So much of her attention was given to a thorough exami- 
mation of herself, that she had very little time or disposition 
{0 citicize others, towards whom she always exercised great 
Pitience, and over whose faults she was prone to casta 
bond mantle of charity. 

Could ladies of our own time, who of their abundance 
five to the poor, and who, when met together to labor for 
benevolent or religious enterprises, scandalize those that 
ae absent, and vie with each other in giving scope and 
itreased speed to that unruly little member, seeking to de- 
soy the good names and desirable reputation of those they 
hiye seen, while they ply their far more delicate little fin- 
pes in working for those they have not seen, and thus seek 
tp sow discord and strife among their neighbors, while 
deeply exercised for the welfare of the heathen that occupy a 
tspectable distance upon the other side of the earth ; could 
they, I say, have had an inside view of the daily life of 
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Mercy Peirce, and witnessed her acts of self-denial and alt 
sacrifice to save something to bestow im charity, a charity a 
secret that the right hand might not know what the lef 
hand doeth, doubtless they would decide that she wasq 
yery old-fashioned sort of person, and both in maxims and 
manners obsolete, and far, very far behind the times — yes, 
as far as stern reality is from shallow pretension. 
: About the close of the revolutionary war, viz., Oct, lI) 
1782, she was united in marriage with Maj. Peter Hoar, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, a second cousin to her father 
and consequently third cousin to herself. We are thus par 
ticular in giving their precise relation by blood to each other, 
as tradition has oft repeated the story, and thus preseryedd 
knowledge of this circumstance of marrying a cousin, ant 
has led some in times past, and would be liable to lea 
others in time to come, into the error of supposing that ale 
married a nearer relative than she did. That she was mat 
ried to her cousin is true, but not to her first or secont, 
but third cousin. Let therefore those members of the 
Peirce family who have been foolish enough to marry theif 
own or first cousins cease to charge the pernicious exampls 
to Mercy Peirce, whose example in other things was so fit 
from just reproach; and the fruits of such physically aul 
morally if not legally incestuous marriages, who are DOW 
suffering from their parents having thus violated the laws df 
nature, let them remember that it was their parents “who 
did sin,” and that those parents erred without so muchas the 
poor excuse of an evil example, and thus it was that the 
children were “born blind,” either mentally or morally. 
That Capt. Job Peirce was fully aware of the evil conii 
quences resulting from marrying near relatives, is mob 
clearly proved by the blunt answer tradition informs us he 
gave a very intelligent and respectable young mai who 
sought to obtain his consent to wed one of his daughtety 
“ No, no,” said the old veteran, “ you are her cousitt, ale 
I don’t desixe that my grandchildren shall be fools.” 
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Major Peter Hoar was a man every way worthy of the 
Jove and respect of the excellent woman whose heart and 
im in marriage he had obtained. He was a son of Robert 
Hoar of Middleboro,’ now Lakeville, and second wife Judith 
Tinkham, and born in M., July 25, 1754; grandson of Sam- 
jel Hoar and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 17), she being a 
duighter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6), and granddaughter 
if “father Abraham,” the emigrant. 

Without waiting to see who or how many were going to 
put fhe reputations, their estates or persons in jeopardy, 
gad hazard death and confiscation, or whether it would be 
popular or unpopular, he boldly took the side in the reyo- 
litionary war he conscientiously thought to be right, and at 
the yery first alarm promptly appeared to defend his coun- 
fy’s rights on the battle-field, though 
+ Tew and weak their numbers were, 

A handful of braye men, 

Who to their God first gave their prayer, 

And rushed to battle then. 

They left the plowshare in the mold, 

Theix flocks and herds withont a fold, 

And mustered in their simple dress, 

For wrongs'to seek a stern redress ; 


‘l'o right those wrongs, come weal, come woe, 
To perish or o’ercome the foe.”” 


“Inthe company of “ minute-men,” commanded by Capt. 
Isaac Wood, of Middleboro’, Peter Hoar performed military 
lity on the eyer-memorable 19th of April, 1775, and a 
lille later he was a Sergeant in Capt. Job Peirce’s company 
ti duty in Rhode Island, and bemg promoted to Lieutenant 
performed service as a commissioned officer in Capt. Henry 
Peince's company on both occasions when that force was 
tilled to assist in the defence of that State, viz., 1777 and 
N80, As a Lieutenant in Capt. Edward Sparrow's company, 
ina force called the “New Levy,” he continued to assist in 
the defence of Rhode Island. Capt. Sparrow's company was & 
Pat of Col. Nathan Tyler’s regiment. For these statements 
19 
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State, at Boston, and that he was detailed for and performed 
the duties of Regimental Adjutant seems supported by avery 
reliable tradition. 
At the re-organization of the local militia of Massachy 
setts, after the adoption of a constitution, Peter Hoar was ; 
commissioned Lieutenant of the 7th Company of Middle 
boro’, sometimes called the ‘* Beech Woods Company,” and 
remoying to within theybounds of the second company, known — 
as the “ Four Corners Company,” he was on the 6th of Jung, 
1793, elected its Captain, with John Morton as Lieutenant, 
and Jabez Thomas, Ensign. These companies both belong- 
ed to the 4th Regiment in 1st Brigade 5th Division Mass, 
Militia. The 5th Division was then commanded by Major ~ 
Gen. David Cobb, of Taunton, who in the war of the reyo- — 
lution had been an Aid de Camp to Gen. Washington. The ~ 
ist Brigade was then led by Brigadier Gen. Nathaniel Good: 
win, who too had been an officer in the patriot army of the 
reyolution, and was identical with the person named in the 
first stanza of Yankee Doodle — ; 
* Father and I went down to camp 

Along with Capt.. Good’in, 

And there we sce the sogera 

_ As thick as hasty puddin’.’’ 
The 4th Regiment was then under Israel Fearing, of 
Wareham, who in 1787 had been advanced to a Colonel, 
and who as a Major had immortalized his name in saving” 
Pairhayen from the flames, when the torch had been applied” 
by an invading foe, and by almost unexampled bravery comk” 
pelling the English soldiers to abandon that place and seck” 
refuge in their boats. Edward Sparrow, whom we lave” 
incidentally noticed as a Captain in the continental army, Wis” 
now (1793) Lieut.-Colonel of the 4th Regiment, Hlisha Rug 
gles, of Rochester, Major, and Abial Washburn, of Middle fc 
boro’, Adjutant. . ‘ +3 
Four years later Peter Hoar was promoted to Majo! : 
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Regiment, Charles Sturtevant, of Rochester, being Col- 
onel, Abial Washburn Lieut.-Colonel, aie Cyrus ‘Keith 
Adjutant. 

On the 22d of July, 1800, Abial Waite of Middle- 
hore’, was promoted to Colonel, with Peter Hoar as Lient.- 
Colonel, and Roland Luce, of Rochester, Major. He con- 
finued to perform the duties of Lieut.-Colonel to the 4th 
Tegiment, until 1806, when he resigned and obtained an 
honorable discharge. 

Although for six years a Tent Colonel, he ever retained 
fhe title of Major, as the commander of the right wing of a 
regiment, then tanked as a Senior-Major, a rank soon after 
tholished, and that of Lieut.-Colonel taking its place. 

The “fathers of the town” was the term or title fre- 
(ently applied to those persons annually chosen to take 
mie of the town’s poor and have an oversight of the high- 
Wiys, together with the town’s corporate property and mo- 
tied interests, and as these should be the most reliable of a 
fown's inhabitants, they came to be called “ select-men.” 

As one of the Selectmen of Middleboro’, Peter Hoar was 
mmnnally elected for fifteen years, the last time but a few 
days before his death, even while confined to the house in 
lis final sickness ; and when the fact was announced to him 
le calmly replied, “It would have been as well to have 
thosen a dead man.” And so it proved, for he did not sur- 
Vea fortnight, He represented the town of Middleboro’ 
inthe Massachusetts Legislature during the sessions of 
1809, "10 and “11, and at the last date received the appoint- 
mentofa Justice of Peace for Plymouth County. 

Not long after his marriage he purchased a farm af the 
“Upper Corners,” in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, on which 
Neerected a very tasty dwelling-house, neat and commodi- 
os, Which, with its surroundings, he made to be a most 
heautiful country residence. He planted the noblé elm, 
tlat now, after the lapse of more than half a century, like 
a thing of beauty as it is, remains a constant joy; still cast- 
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ing its cooling shade over the door-way in summer, it standa 
in stately grandeur, an enduring monument of the hand that 
planted, and a fitting emblem of the symmetry and beanty, 
durability and strength, of those moral and political instity. 
tions of our land that his dangers braved and sufferings ene 
dured did so much to plant and watchful care to protect in 
their infancy. 

The “ United Brethren,” as they styled themselves, rere 
Calvinist Baptists, most of whom probably, if not all, were 
members of the Second Baptist Church in Middleborg’, 
now Lakeville, some time under the pastorate of Rey. Eben 
ezer Hinds and Rey. Simeon Coombs. | 

These brethren and their friends erected a house of Wor 
ship upon the southern bank of Assawanset Pond, ant 
hence it came to be known as the “ Pond Mecting-House,’ 
The date of erection of this edifice was in or about 1796. 

From an old account book kept by Peter Hoar, I am led 
to think he was the principal agent employed by the pro 
ptietors for building that house. A few years later the 
“ United Brethren” were constituted the Fourth Calvinist 
Baptist Church in Middleboro,’ and though Peter Hoar may 
have been, and probably was, one of these brethren, ther 
is no proof I can discover that he went with them inte 
a separate church organization, but on the contrary both 
tradition and circumstances seem to show that he continued’ 
with the parent church, the Second Baptist in Middlebow’ 
and fourth in America. 

Those who remember him say, that although several mile 
farther from his home, he regularly attended the Second 
Baptist Church, going directly past the Fourth Baptist for 
that purpose ; and further, that the Second Baptist receive 
a handsome provision in his last will, and that to the church 
at Long Plain, then under the preaching of Rev. Daniel 
Hix, he gave a still larger sum of money, as also a comm 
nion service that cost fifty dollars. J! 

Among the provisions of that will, in which so many pe 
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qos outside his family were kindly and very generously 
jemembered, was one to meet the expense of a sermon to 
Vedelivered at his house eyery Christmas day, as long as 
jis widow should live. 

Rey. Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, noted alike for eccentri- 
aly and sterling good sense, was selected by Major Hoar to 
deliver this sermon. He accepted the trust, and faithfully 
jlormed the duty for nearly quarter of a century. 

The Rey. Daniel Hix, or “ Black Daniel,” as he styled 
Vimself, like Major Hoar was a patriot soldier in the war 
of the American Revolution, and never, while I retain my 
tenses, can I forget the interest awakened in my young 
tind, and the curiosity with which I regarded that venera- 
Ile man while listening to his quaint expressions, forcible 
illustrations, and an occasional story of ‘the times that tried 
men’s souls,” adroitly brought in to illustrate the theme of 
those Christmas sermons. 

Major Perer Hoar and wife Mercy Prircr (No. 184) had 
to children. 

Major Peter Hoar d. March 12, 1815, aged 60 years, 4 
tionths and 13 days. 

Mis. Mercy Hoar d. May 20, 1847, aged 85 years and 16 
days, 

Both were interred in the Peirce family cemetery in Mid- 
iieboro’ (now Lakeville), and have suitable grave-stones. 


Wuuram Rounsevitt Perce (No. 185), 
Second child and eldest son of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 59) 
‘md wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middleboro’ (now 
Takeyille, Mass.) on the 19th day of April, 1764, and of 
Msc’ completing his eleventh year and attaining to his 
bwvelfth birth day on that most eventful epoch in American 
Iistory, the day that the soil of Lexington and Concord 
dian the first blood of the revolution, that blood whose voice 
hed for vengeance from the ground until the last vestige 
Ot Kingly rule and all British authority had become extinct 
19+ 
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in the then thirteen United Colonies, and afterwards happily 
United States. 4 

Upon the roll of Capt. Henry Peirce’s company, in Oil, 
Theophilus Cotton’s Regiment, in service thirty days af 
Rhode Island (and commencing March 4, 1777), the name 
of Rounsevill Peirce, of Middleboro’, appears as a private 
soldier, although at that time he was scarcely thirteen yong 
of age. As there was not to our knowledge any othe 
Rounsevill Peirce in Middleboro’ at that date, we are forced 
to conclude that William Rounseyill Peirce was the person 
here referred to—indeed such early admissions into the amy 
were then quite common, Capt. Henry Peirce perhaps 1 
turned as a soldier, a lad under the age by law required to 
perform military duty, who in the camp and field had perk 
formed towards him the duties of an orderly, or body se 
vant. It is not improbable that such was the custom in the 
French and Indian war about twenty years prior to the 
Revolution, and that in like manner Capt. Hemry Priva 
was employed by his elder brother Abial, when a Captiii 
of Proyincials in the English army (Col. Willard’s Reg't), 
** in service at the westward,’ in 1760. 

In that brief campaign it probably was that William 3. 
Peirce received a taste for camp life, with the pomp and at 
cumstance of war, that made him so uneasy at home, amt 
eyer after rendered the dull routine of farm and country lie 
to him so tame, insipid, and thoroughly distasteful. 

Col. John Nelson (No. 86), was then a wealthy farmaty 
residing in the immediate neighborhood of Capt. Job Peirvesl 
home, and the Colonel and Captain were first cousias,® 
were also their wives; and like Capt. Peirce, Col, Nelsam 
was a firm whig, and very actively engaged in forward 
the war, being a recruiting officer, or muster-master, or boll 
and an intimacy existed between their families that caus 
frequent visits. At the Colonel’s, William Rounsevill Pent 
spent the most of his leisure in listening to the tales of wok 
diers just from the fields of revolutionary fame, as they fonglit 
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ther battles over again, till his excitement was so intense 
that one evening he resolved to run away, that he too might 
participate in the conflict. 

And as he was too young to pass muster as a soldier, he 
determined to be a sailor, and the morrow’s rising sun be- 
held him far on his way to a seaport, where he was received 
2 board an American privateer that went to sea ere his 
fither or the family could gain, any clue to his whereabonts. 

It was the fortune or misfortune of that privateer to be 
qaptored by the enemy, and the lad, together with the rest 
of her crew, were carried to England, and there confined 
4s prisoners of war—his parents, meanwhile, being ignorant 
of what end he had made. 

A most doleful relation of sufferings did he bring when 
finally he returned, after being liberated from the jaws of 
the British lion, alleviated somewhat, as he said, by the 
temarkable kindness of a very benevolent-hearted old lady, 
who found means by which to make him the daily sharer of 
the provisions of her own table, which she brought or sent 
tothe prison for that 


‘* Poor little sailor hoy so far away from home.’’ 


Her name appears never to have been revealed to him, 
tor did she seem to care to learn his, enough of his history 
Teing so mournfully apparent as to excite in her bosom the 
deepest compassion, and awaken in her soul the liveliest 
Aympathy—perhaps a broken-hearted mother and disconso- 
inte widow, mourning the long absence of a wayward son, 
hoping against hope Fy: his return to his native shores again, 
tnd still more hopelessly for his return to the paths of rec- 
‘tide and virtue; for though all other friendships fail, 
times and seasons change, a motlier s love abideth forever. 
The war of the revolution being over, William R. Peirce 
tontimed to follow the seas, and ere long became master of 
the schooner *« Friendship,” and a few years later of schoon- 
Ca Lucy” — both of which were engaged in freighting at 

























on the 15th of May he died, aged 30 years and 26 days, and 
was there buried. 


lina, was visited by his brother Ebenezer (No. 191)—father 
of the writer —not long after William’s decease, and some 
of the incidents of that visit were among the most interest 
ing stories my father told me in early childhood, being yen 
illustrative of southern character. 

Riding out with this young widow on horseback, he said 
she preferred riding over the fences to going through gates 
and bars, and declared her horse would leap any fence that 
it could yeach its head over, and that she could keep the 
saddle in going over any fence the horse could leap. 

Her father one day proposed that their yisitor should 
wrestle with one of her brothers, and they were consider: 
bly surprised to see the pride of their house laid upon” 
his back, and immediately proposed that the next and 
next older should try, which they did, and were surtee 
sively laid out, when the father, who was a spectator, with 
passionate excitement sprang forward and with a round 
oath said, “ Let me try the yankee.” To have thrown the 
parent, said my father, required less effort than was bestow 
ed on either of his sons; but that would not do; and 50, 
pretending to try, was especially careful to get thrown, whet - 
the old man relaxed his hold, and at the same time regail 
ing his good humor, with true southern bombast said be 
“would like to see the yankee that could lay him upon his” 
back!” 

Travelling one day he was importuned to tarry through the 
night with a married couple who had but one bed; and they 
three accordingly retired, the husband occupying a place in 
the middle. “ But,” said my father, “Iwas much crowded, 
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fd thatit was, and barely in time to arouse my bed-fellow 
wd wife to escape the devouring flames.” 

One evening, and until late at night, he was entertained 
wih stories of horrid sights, terrific sounds, witches, wiz- 
js, spectres, and hobgoblins, then firmly believed in by the 
fist families of North Carolina; and one of the company, 
qlndy, detailed an account of the persecutions she had en- 
dived from a neighbor, whom she declared to be a witch! 
‘The witch,” she said, “came night after night through 
the key-hole, with a bridle in her hand, and coming to 
the bed occupied by myself and husband, adjusted the bri- 
fle upon my head, when in a trice I became a horse 
fad was ridden till near morning.” One night a large 
umpany of witches being assembled and all mounted on 
Horseback, a horse that came next behind her stepped upon 
gidtore her heel, and when she awoke in the morning, 
though no longer a horse, she was tired nearly to death 
tom hard driving the past night, and there was a seyere 
bruise and laceration of the flesh upon her heel. 


Alonely place in the forest, not far distant, all united in 
‘ying was the dwelling place of demons and spirits of 
fie departed ; and they were not a little surprised when 
tly father volunteered at that late hour of the night to 
Wsit the locality to get a look at the evil spirits, and an 
Opportunity to ask, 


‘* What may this mean, 

That thou, dead corse, again 

Reyisit’st thus the glimpses of the moon, 

Making night hideous ? ’’ 
Abuzzard was aroused from its quiet roost by this m- 
timely visit; yet no evil spirit would discover itself, but 
mstead a pack of savage bloodhounds from a neighboring 
Plantation, which made him take speedy refuge for his 
life in the branches of a tree, where he was forced to remain 
Mnti'the planter came to investigate the cause of this noc- 
tumal disturbance, and whose utmost efforts were required 
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to prevent the dogs from tearing him in pieces when fe 
came down. In this connection it may not be amiss to adj 
that the writer has often thought, if for any one thing his 
thanks were due to his father more than for another, if wag 
his early teaching that all stories of ghosts and supernatnnal | 
sights, including wizards and witches, were unadulter ed 
and unmitigated delusions, having not the least claim tote” 
lief, or any foundation in truth, And if I have since male. 
any advances in freeing my mind from the thraldom of long 
standing, deep-rooted delusions that have found so genial a 
place, sprung up spontaneously and attained so tank v 
growth in the New-England mind, it was to those excellent 
teachings of my father that all is due. These were the. 
rocks of truth on which I commenced to build the founds 
tions of the honest convictions to which I have attained, 


Wuu1am Rounsryin Perce (No, 185) and wife Lxoxonl 
Jonzs, had; 

(739) Child, d. in infancy, while Ebenezer Peirce (No 
191) was on his visit to North Carolina, and upon the plane 
tation of Esquire Jones, its grandfather. No mechanics be 
ing near, Ebenezer Peirce constructed a box that seryel 
the child for a coffin, as he told me in my youth. 


Exizasera Premce (No. 186), 


Second daughter and third child of Capt. Job Peirca” 
(No. 59) and wife Elizabeth Rounseyill, was b. in Milde 
boro’, now Lakeville, January 6, 1766, and bore not olf” 
the Christian name of her mother bnt also of her grant 
mother Elizabeth Macomber, afterwards Rounsevill, and her 
great-grandmother Elizabeth Williams, afterwards Macom 
ber. Elizabeth Peirce in early life is said to have been ut” 
usually good looking, or, as more commonly expressed, ae 
a yery handsome girl, and if so she exhibited the rare ™ p 
stance of beauty and brains being the actual possessial® 
the same person at the same time, or the still greater rail ) 
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fietaining in a healthy condition the latter, after being 
pprized of the former. 
“She was united in marriage, January 6, 1788, with Gen. 
Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’, a merchant who at his first 
jetting out in business had been unfortunate, but was after- 
jars singularly successful, reaching in a few years the 
fosition of the wealthiest man in the large and very well- 
wo town of Middleboro’, Mass., then geographically or 
fporticially the largest town in the State. 
‘Trom his father Edward Washburn, a patriot soldier of 
the American Reyolution, Gen. Abial Washburn had inher- 
ida handsome property that was believed to have been 
lst in disastrous speculation, and before time was allowed 
Wopportunity had been presented to retrieve the loss and 
hott from the lessons it taught, he presented himself as a 
Thyer of the fair Elizabeth, and a suitor for her heart and 
lond in marriage. 

It is almost superfluous to add that this suit found no 
fivor in the eyes of her father. 
The consent of her mother was also for a time withheld. 
Whe day the youthful pair were returning frém a ride, when 
Memaiden encountered a mud-puddle that lay directly in her 
puh from the horse or carriage to her father’s door, which 
fixed all her womanly ingenuity to pass without soiling her 
linty little feet, when, with the refined breeding of Sir Wal- 
Wr Raleigh, the lover immediately threw down his cloak to 
inilge the dirty pool, and like the knight did the lover thus 
Sture feminine fayor, save that Sir Walter pleased but one 
Tivabeth, while our lover delighted two; and though the 
filer of our story did not rule a kingdom, she was queen 
Of hearts, and presented him with the choicest of her jew- 
tho him more precious than any honors old England’s 
Meen could bestow. 
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“Gen. Anrst Wasunurn and wife Exrzaneru Pemer (No. if 
had: 


(740) Abial, b. Dec. 29, 1788. Became a wholesle 
merchant in Boston, and m. Pauline Tucker of that city, 
and they were the parents of Rey. Edward Waskhum, 
He was commissioned April 1, 1808, Adjutant of 4th Regi 
ment in Ist Brigade 5th Division Mass. Militia. Honor 
bly discharged, April 28, 1810. Spent his last years upo 
the old homestead in Middleboro’, where he d. June 1, 1866, 
This seemed like crowding a large proportion of the offices 
into one family, for Abial the parent was Colonel of thé 
4th Regiment; Levi Peirce, a brother of his wife, was Maja 
of the same regiment; Abial Washburn, Jr., was Regimental 
Adjutant, and Peter H. Peirce, another brother of Cul 
Wasburn’s wife, was Ensign of one of the companies. 

(741) Elizabeth P., b. June 2, 1791; m, in 1815, Her 
cules Cushman, Esq., of Freetown, and recently of Middle 
boro’, a counsellor at law, and had held the office of Clerk. 
of Plymouth County Courts. He was Representative ftom 
Middleboro’ to the General Court in 1811 and ‘12. I 
also represented Freetown in the General Court in 1816 
‘17, 18, 19, °21, °22, and °23. He served at least one tem) 
in the Massachusetts Senate, and in 1826 was a memberal 
the Governor's Council. He received the appointment if 
Collector of the port and district of Dighton ; was a Sele 
man of Freetown one year, and Weactuat one year ; Moder 
tor of the annnal town nieeting twelve years. ; 

Sept. 28, 1821, he was elected Colonel of 5th Regimentil 
2d Brigade 5th Division of Mass. Militia, and held that plate 
until August 31, 1827, Richard Borden, of Fall Rivet, 
was his Taek -Colonel, Elisha Slade, of Somerset, Major, 
P. P. Hathaway, Adjutant, and Gideon P. Hathaway, Pay 
Master... a 

Returning to Middleboro’ in 1828, he again represen 
that town in the State Legislature in 1830, and died in 18 
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While Colonel of 5th Regiment he was nominated by the 
Senate of Massachusetts for Major General, but the House 
would not concur, and so the election was lost. 

(742) Mary, b, Oct. 18, 1792; m. Aug. 23, 1812, Her- 
files Cushman, Esq., of Middleboro’, She d. Aug. 28, 
1818, and he married her older sister Elizabeth. He d. in 
1832, Their only son William H. W. Cushman, born at 
Trectown in 1813, was appointed Adjutant of 4th Regiment, 
Js Brigade, 5th Division Mass, Militia, in 1831, Remoyed 
fi Ottawa, Illinois, where as a merchant he has been re- 
qarkably successful, and is now a banker in Chicago, Was 
(olonel of an Illinois Regiment in the army in the late war 
f fhe rebellion. Has a very fme residence in Middleboro’. 
(748) William Rounseyill Peirce, b. March 29, 1794, 
siudied law and located for practice in Boston. Married 
fisan BE. Tucker, of Derry, New Hampshire. He was com- 
“tnissioned July, 1817, Aid de Camp to his father, who was 
then Brigadier General of the 1st or Plymouth County Brig- 
ide of 5th Division Mass. Militia. Honorably discharged 
1824, Representative from Boston to the General Court 
1846, 47 and 53. Justice of the Peace and of the Quo- 
Tum. 

(144) Abigail, b, June 13, 1796; never married. Died 
March 16,1863. Admitted to membership in First Church 
“in Middleboro’, Oct. 19, 1823 ; dismissed to Central Church 
m 1851, 

(145) Philander, b. March 22, 1798. Merchant and 
minufacturer in Middleboro’. He was commissioned, im 
1828, Aid de Camp to Major-General Shepherd Leach, of 
Tiston, and continued to hold the office of Aid de Camp to 
Lench’s successor, Gen. Cromwell Washburn, of Taunton. 

Maj. Philander Washburn m. Jan. 26, 1831, Elizabeth 
Homer (daughter of Henry Homer, a Boston merchant 
Aoted for his philanthropy), and he was a member of the 
Massachusetts Senate from Plymouth County in 1849. Is 


Justice of the Peace for the same County. Rey. George 
20 
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Washburn, missionary to Constantinople, is their son, Ue 
zabeth, the wife, was admitted to membership in the Rirst 
Congregational Church in Middleboro’, March 5, 1837; 
dismissed to Central Church in 1847. 

(746) Orville, b. Jan. 24, 1799: d. Oct. 9, 1819, 

(747) George, b. Noy. 23, 1801; d. Noy. 29, 1803, 

(748) Lucy Ann, b. Aug., 1805; m. Oct, 13, 1835, Cop 
nelius B. Wood, Esq., of Middleboro’. He is Town Clerk, 
Selectman, Overseer of Poor, Collector and Treasurer of 
Middleboro’, and a Trial Justice for Plymouth County, Shy: 
d. Dec. 8, 1854. He was a son of Hon. Wilkes Wood, of 
M., who was for many years Judge of Probate for the Coun 
ty of Plymouth, and is brother of Hon. William H, Wood, 
the present Judge of Probate for that County. 

(749) Caroline, b. June 19,-1807; m. Feb. 16, 1831, 
Rey. Francis Horton, of Boston. She d. Sept. 20, 1849, 
She was received into the First Church in Middleboro’, Oct. 
19, 1823; dismissed to Brookfield Church in 1833, She 
idied in West Cambridge. 

(750) Louisa Jane, b, June 24,1809; m. May 11, 1881, 
Rey, Elam Smalley, D.D., of Franklin, Mass. He is dead, 
She was received into First Congregational Church in Mit 
dleboro’, Oct. 19, 1823; dismissed to Church in Franklin, 
Mass., in 1832. 

Capt. Job Peirce made a very generous provision for lit 
children, the boys as they successively attained to theit 
majority, and girls when married; nor did the dangle 
Elizabeth form an exception to that rule. But it was tle 
real worth in her, instead of the worth with her, that ren 
dered her attainment so desirable, and which made her fle 
exemplary wife and excellent mother that she was. 

Descended from a family that both paternally and mate 
nally could trace to the emigrant without encountering pale 
erty, she could be industrious even with her hands, without 
that ever-abiding and mortal fear of poor folks being thought 
to be poor, aud could be economical too, there being n0 me 
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qessity to be wasteful, lest by saving she should have been 
thonght to have learned that principle from early necessity 
ind pinching want. 

Such aman as Gen. Washburn, with such a wife, it was 
morally certain would ultimately suceeed in the battles of 
life. All reqnired to ensure success was time. That 
was allotted to them; and, as has already been stated, that 
guceess wwas attained to an extent then unequalled by any 
ttherin that town. ‘The confidence and respect with which 
Gen. Washburn was regarded could have no better proofs. 
thin the town records of Middleboro’ present, he being a 
Teader of the Federal party then hopelessly in the minority 
inthat town ; yet upon nearly all the important town com- 
mittees, for a long term of years, the name of Gen. Abial 
Washburn seemed almost stereotyped. 

Of the militia system of our time-honored Commonwealth, 
the system as it then existed, Gen. Washburn was an ever 
faithful and long tried supporter and friend—a system 
hentg about as much resemblance to the present so-called 
Volunteer militia as a wedding does to a funeral; a system 
‘sulting from pure patriotism, a deep-seated, ever-abiding, 
imepressible love of country, and a religious veneration for 
her laws and established form of government; a settled con- 
Viction that eternal’ vigilance is the price of liberty, particu- 
‘lily that liberty recently purchased by the blood and suffer- 
tig of fathers and brothers in a seven years war with 
Theland. 

_To keep and bear arms was therefore regarded as one of 
the best of heaven's earthly gifts, her choicest fayors, by 
tir then essentially free people. 

John Adams, the immediate successor of the immortal 
Washington as President of these then United States, while 
@ mission in Europe, is said to have pointed with plea- 
site and even, pride to the town meetings and militia train- 
BBS of his countrymen, as resulting from the distinguishing 
huits of their political character, which he declared were, 
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with the common district schools, the foundations of thew 
hope in maintaining a Republican form of government, 

In the town meeting the citizen was constantly reminded 
of the very agreeable fact that he was his own law-maker, 
and at the militia training that upon him devolved the duty 
of upholding and defending the laws that he had made; the 
latter always operating as a healthy check upon the former, 
and both conspiring to make him a happier and better mau, 

The thought of being paid im money for the time spent in 
either of these agreeable duties seemed never to haye occu 
red to them, or, if it did, was treated like a proposition to 
pay from the public treasury a man for time spent in eating 
his dinner, or the effort to masticate and digest his food. 

To be disarmed then was to be dishonored. Each citizen” 
was then happy in contemplation of the fact that he lived 
under a good government, and felt highly honored to know 
that he was a part of that government, and in performing u 
public duty felt that he was doing himself a personal service, 

But for principles like these, deep rooted as they were i 
the hearts of the American people, the war of the Reyoli~ 
tion would have resulted to them in a most inglorious fail 
ure, and our form of government could never have been sel 
up, or if commenced would soon have relapsed into some 
form of monarchy, or, what was still worse, under the sacred. 
name of liberty, like Mexico and some of the South Ama 
can Republics (Republics, however, only in name), been er 
gulphed in confusion, and found its grave in anarchy. 

Actuated by such ennobling principles, Gen. Washbum 
uniformed and equipped himself, and performed as a comk 
Missioned officer thirty-six years’ duty in the local militt, 
when seyen years was the longest term of such duty by lave 
required ; thus giving yoluntarily to the public twenty-nme 
years of expensive, if not arduous service. For all this he 
received no monied compensation, unless while Adjutant of 
4th Regiment, which were the first seven years of his sera 
Had he been as selfish as it is fashionable and even popult 
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tibe now, he could have obtained an honorable discharge 
tithe close of his term of seyen years as Adjutant, and thus 
fiyed giving to the State any one of those twenty-nine years 
that he acted as a field officer and Brigadier-General. 

“These twenty-nine years’ service were performed ag fol- 
pws: Major of 4th Regiment in Ist Brigade, 5th Division, 
fiom May 1, 1794, to J anuary 4,1797; Lieut.-Colonel from 
Tmuary 4, 1797, to July 22, 1800; Colonel from July 29, 
1800, to Sept. 4, 1816; Brigadier General of Plymouth Co. 
Brigade from Sept. 4, 1816, to 1824. 
“The estimation in which Gen. Washburn was held by his 
Mperior officer, cannot be better expressed than it was in a 
Division Order promulgated to the troops of the County of 
Pymouth, a copy of which is here given: 


“Heap Quarters, New Beprorp, Dec. 28, 1824. 
"Division Order. By the resignation of Brigadier-General Abial 
Washburn of the rst Brigade, 5th Division, a vacancy exists in the 1st 
Brigade which it becomes necessary to fill. 

"The Major General therefore orders that Col. Ephraim Ward, 
siior officer of the 1st Brigade, 5th Division, notify the field officers 
thsiid Brigade to meet and assemble at the house of Caleb Loring; 
Twholder in Plympton, on Thursday, the 27th day of January next, at 
Pleven of the clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of electing some 
Ceutleman as Brigadier General to command said 1st Brigade—givine 
tich Blector ten days notice (at least) of the’ time and place of said 
Ekation, 

“The Major General cannot omit this opportunity of expressing: 
Wublicly his sincere regret that circumstances existed which in the 
ind of Gen, Washburn rendered his resignation and discharge from 
the service hecessary. The promptness with which he has uniformly 
Wachineed his duty made it very desirable that his services should. 
We heen longer received. The intelligence and. courtesy which 
tked his official duties were felt and acknowledged by his superior 
ifficers und those under his command; and his resignation of the 
hee which he filled with so much propriety is felt as a real loss to 
the service, | | 
“By order of the Major General 5th Division. 

“Timo. G. Corr, Aid de Camp. 


MCspy. “Attest, Nath'l Wilder, Jr, B. Major, rst By sth Div.” 
- 20% 
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The Ist Brigade then consisted of four regiments of Tq. 
fantry, a Battalion of Cayalry anda Battalion of Artillery, 
The regiments were commanded by Colonels Bartlett Mus 
dock, of Wareham; John Collamore, of Scituate; Bon 
jamin King, of Abington; and Ephraim Ward, of Middl. 
boro’. ‘The Cavalry was then commanded by Major Nathan 
Hayward, of North Bridgewater, and the Artillery by Major 
Moses Noyes, of Abington. General Washburn on the 
civil list was a Justice of Peace and Quorum. . 

General Abial. Washburn died of erysipelas, June 1), 
1843. Elizabeth, his wife, died March 23, 1850, and both 
have suitable graye-stones in Middleboro’. Gen. Washbuti 
and wife were received to membership in the First Congit 
gational Church in Middleboro’, Oct. 19, 1823, and remaii: 
ed in good standing till their decease. Gen. Washbum at 
his death had attained the age of 80 years 6 months; Hilt 
zabeth, his wife, 84 years 2 months and 17 days. 


Jos Prmce, Jr. (No. 187), 

Second son and fourth child of Captain Job Peirce (No 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middleboro, 
now Lakeyille, Dec. 12, 1767, and at an early age, evel 
before he could walk or talk, began to develope some of 
those traits that gave tone to his character and made himim 
subsequent life remarkable. It was the testimony of hi 
mother, that this child, while awake, could never sit still of 
be still for a moment, and that a care and attention bad {0 
be exercised towards him continually. He was not vicioll 
but prying and uneasy; never satisfied with present: attalh 
ment or position in any thing; and this trait in after i 
kept him always upon the moye, and constantly striving by 
industrious, energetic and indefatigable effort to acconiyiis 
the business at hand, only to be succeeded by some molt 
difficult undertakings. Indeed, the only real satisfaction le 
seemed to have in success in any one thing was thatit better 
qualified him to attempt another, He was essentially “@ 
live man,” 
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With only three months schooling and such as was 
ui that time to be obtained in a common district school in the 
qountry, he, on attaining his majority, left the paternal roof 
gud the old farm and homestead where born, and commenced’ 
‘Dwiness as a retail trader of dry and West India goods at 
Assonet village, in Freetown, Highty years ago was about 
the time his business operations were commenced, and 
money then was by no means so plenty as now, nor so plenty 
in proportion to the business then carried on or the number 
tpeople. Retail traders, especially those located in small 
willages, were obliged to resort to a system of barter, taking 
the farmer's produce in exchange for their goods; and Job 
Peirce probably received by far the greater portion of his 
Jay for dry and West India goods in corn and rye, wool and 
fix, timber and cord wood. ‘This led to ship-building, and 
he caused.to be built small craft, principally sloops, with 
fometimes a ship, and these were sold in the larger ports or 
kept to do his freighting of cord wood to Newport, Bristol 
id Providence, and bringing his dry and West India goods 
ftom New York. 

January 3, 1799, he was united in marriage with Anna, 
nly daughter of Lieut. Robert Strobridge, of Middleboro’, 
tow Lakeville, and wife Elizabeth Nelson. Robert, the 
pment, had died about nine years before, leaving a large 
@tate unequalled then in extent and value by any other in 
the town. Besides Anna, the wife of Job Peirce, Jr., there 
‘wis but one other heir to that estate, viz., Robert Strobridge, 
Tsq.; of Freetown, a man of great popularity in the times in 
Which he lived, being elected to represent that town in the 
General Court at Boston for four years ; was Postmaster about 
ght years, and on the.general School Committee two years. 
_ th common with the friends of a democratic government, 
Tob Peirce, Jy. believed that a well organized citizen soldiery 
‘Wis thdispensably necessary to the preservation of American 
Uberty, and on the 2st of August, 1801, we find him to 
thye been taken from the ranks and elected Captain of the 
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first foot company in the local militia of Freetown, going into 
that office over Joseph BE, Read, who had been Lieut. sing” 
May 27,1799. This company was then a part of 2d Regie 
ment in 2d Brigade 5th Division. The regiment was com 
manded by Colonel Robert Earl, of Westport; Sylyester” 
Brownell and John Spooner, Majors, and Benjamin Lincoln, 
Adjutant. Brigadier General Silas Cobb led the Brig 
ade, and Major General Nathaniel Goodwin, of Plymouth, 
the Division. Freetown at that time included Fall River, 
and there were three companies of niilitia in town, Bonjue 
min Brayton was Capt. of 2d Company (Fall River Co,), and 
Abraham Morton Capt. of the 5d or Kast Freetown company, — 

Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was elected and served as Town 
Clerk of Freetown for the municipal year commencing April” 
5, 1802, and was one of the Auditors of the town accounts © 
in 1803. 

Although never a professor of the Christian cae he 
seems to Har taken a lively interest in the ministrations of 
the gospel, and, like his father and brothers, was liberal in” 
the support he rendered its institutions. i: 

His name appears among those persons residing at Asso 
net Village and vicinity, who on the 28d of June, 1797, ; 
obtained ae the State Legislature an act of incorporation” 
for the First Baptist Society in Freetown. This was a Cal 
yvinist Baptist Society that had a short time before erected a 
place of worship on the hill in the south part of the village, 
and a church of that faith continued to occupy the house 
until 1807, when nearly all embraced the doctrines taught by” 
Rev. Elias Smith, Dr. Abner Jones and Frederick Plummen 
and took upon themselves the name of “ Christians.” AN” 
they adhere in practice to baptism by immersion, they have 
come to be known as ‘* Christian Baptists,” when spoken df, 
though they altogether discard the last appellation whe 
Speaking of themselves. 

Mr. Smith had visited and preached at Freetown, nt 
before announcing: these then new doctrines, but before Jeat 
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tig the Calvinist Baptists, as will appear from his own de- 
ihration on page 839 of his life, as written by himself 
der date of May 2, 1804, he says: “Through all these 
things I was considered a Baptist and a member of the Wo- 
tum church, As I was frequently in Boston, people from 
iifferent parts of the country heard me there, and often 
iequested me to preach where they dwelt. That summer 
)man by the name of Job Peirce, from Freetown, forty-five 
miles from Boston, attended meeting, and afterwards wrote 
iequesting me to visit him and preach in that region. Know- 
ig my circumstances, he wrote for me to come in the stage 
tp Taunton at his expense, and he would meet me there.” 
‘* * “Tappointed to meet him on the 16th of July, 
1804, and he on that day sent his horse and carriage ; and 
tut evening I preached in the meeting-house at the place 
tilled Assonnett. A considerable number of people attend- 
al. In that journey I preached in Middleboro’, Freetown, 
aul other places near. He accompanied me through the 
Whole, and afterwards conveyed me to Taunton, and fur- 
ished me with money to go on to Portsmouth in the stage.” 

Under date of 1805, Mr. Smith continues : ‘I visited the 
}eople again in Freetown, Long Plain, and Newport, R. I- 
My good friend Job Peirce, of Freetown, received me heart- 
ly and went with me to Newport aud several other places 
iithat region. In that journey I attended a meeting at a 
plice called the Furnace, in Freetown. The meeting was 
ippointed at 9 o’clock in the morning, and was attended in 
Morchard, as no house there would hold the people. That 
honing Elder Daniel Hix, who lived in Dartmouth, several 
tiles off, came and seyeral of his brethren to see and hear 
Whit this new doctrine could mean. Soon after he entered 
the house where I was, he thus addressed me: * Well, bro- 
Mew Smith, I and my brethren have come several miles this 
homing to hear you, Some of my brethren thought on the 
My that perhaps you would not preach if we came, but I 
told them you could not help preaching; for we were so 


-.. =f = ——— 
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hunery that the Lord would not let us return without foo 
He further added, ‘I have read several of your books, ant 
from them concluded you wished to revolutionize the world, 
At first I thought you would not succeed, but on the whole 
I do not know but you will’ ” 

Thus it appears that the first steps towards the formation 
of the Christian Baptist Churches in Freetown were takenhy 
Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., who had been brought up a Calyinit 
Baptist, and was at that time a leading member of the Cir 
yinistic Society at Freetown, but neither a professor of yilk 
gion or member of any church whatever. . 

He did not live to see the fruits of the seed he was s0 it 
strumental in planting, for in the early autumn of 1800 he 
sickened and soon after died. Four churches of the Chris 
ian Baptist denomination now exist in Freetown, and catl 
church is provided with a substantial meeting-house in gooll 
repair, of modern style and finish, and of dimensions suite 
to their wants, where religious services are held weekly, am 
their pulpits regularly supplied. And among the commitiir 
cants of this sect may now be found many of the most it 
telligent, wealthy and influential inhabitants of Freetow 
their worshipping congregations embracing a large majority’ 
of the church-going population, while of the Calyinistic Bip 
tist Church and Society not a vestige remains. 

Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. possessed a remarkable faculty a 
getting the good will of those people with whom his bu 
ness relations in life called him to have to do, aided mi 
doubt by his mcommon sauvity of manners, that probally 
was the true reflection of the sentiments of a noble hel 
and generous soul, ; 

At or near the commencement of his business at Assos 
Village in Freetown, he formed a partnership with Mr. 
siah Paddock; and it was while thus engaged that the dog: 
gerel entitled “Sam. Howland’s Dream” was put forth, mt 


Pro 
ayy 


which nearly all the people of the village, high and ‘a 
rich and poor, were made to feel the smart of a severe lite 
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ity castigation, till this firm was reached, when with an 
pident desire to fayor and find an excuse for not consign- 
ig them, in common with the rest of the inhabitants, to the 
wgions infernal, he says :— 
** And now the Devil did rehearse 

Why he should leaye Paddock and Peirce, 

And said ’twas not they are so good, 

But without them he had a Joad.’’ 
A few years later, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. took into partner- 
sup his younger brother Ebenezer Peirce, who had for two 
gars performed the duties of a clerk, and thenceforward, 
fil Capt. Peixce’s death, the business was conducted under 
fie name of Job and Ebenezer Peirce. This firm had two 
Hores in operation at Assonet village at the same time. 
Une store was located near the fork of the roads of which 
mie branch led from Assonet to East Freetown and the other 
to Middleboro’, and the other store was on the “ coal land- 
lig,” so called, where Ebenezer Peirce built a wharf that he 
iilexwards sold to Elder Philip Hathaway, and has since 
Men owned by Col. P. P. Hathaway and Capt. Washington 
Read, . 
The death of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was quite sudden, and 
intila short time before his decease wholly unexpected. 
Hie ostensible cause of it was a fever. Fevers were then 
(ite common among the people at Assonet, and frequently 
Died fatal. In the last of summer and early autumn a 
Her had for several years visited that locality, and baffling 
skill of the best physicians, laid in untimely graves seve- 
ilot the brightest ornaments of socicty, ‘and seemed spe- 
y to seek the most hale and hardy constitutions, those of 
Abnst and perfect health and enjoying the greatest freedom 


‘et; told the writer that Job Peirce, Jr. was suffering from 
ML ijury that he had recently received from the kick of a 
Moous horse; and how much or how little this injury had 
Odo With his death it is now perhaps impossible to deter- 


Mm disease. Ebenezer Peirce, his younger brother, how- — 
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mine. The remark that my father said was made by lily 
brother, when kicked, was probably characteristic; “"Jiy 
bad to be hurt, but still worse to be injured by this com 
temptible creature. I would much rather be killed bya 
better-looking animal.” 

His brother-in-law (Hon. William Bourne, of Middlebor) 
had been sick, and serious fears were entertained lest hig 
illness should terminate fatally. Capt. Job Peirce, Jr had 
been very attentive to him and his sister Lucy in this thew 
time of trial and hour of deep distress, sometimes spending 
whole days at his bed-side, performing those little offices thal 
are rendered doubly acceptable to the sick when known W 
be the free-will offering of loving hearts, the fruits of frient 
ship near, dear, and ever abiding. It was on one of those 
dreary days, long and sorrowful, that as he, like an angelol 
mercy and hope, hung devotedly over that bed of suffering 
his sister, indulging in gloomy foreboding, comforted ligt 
self that in case her husband should die it was extremely 
fortunate that she had so noble and generous a brother; A0 
wise, so kind and good, upon whom she would cast the ones 
of her woe- Rudoken heart, and in whom herself and fathor 
less little children would find an ever faithful, uncompromiit 
ing protector, adviser and friend. But this kind brothers 
was soon called to part with forever, and her husband red 
yered to act well his part upon the stage of life, and a uy 
honorable old age more than forty years after. 

Few men Mave in life | more endearments than had cm 


prosperity, Haloveds in his family and a highly respected hy til 
associates. He had but a few years before erected a houtt 
in the construction of which the best materials had | bet 
used and most accomplished workmen employed, and whe 
finished was the most elegant dwelling in town; and though 
money had been layishly “ekponda in the execution of (is 
work, he was heard to say, after paying the bills, 7 hive 
as much money as I had when I baaate to purchase # e 
materials.” 
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Jn company with his younger brother Ebenezer, he had 
{ completed a new store building,* larger and more con- 
yenient than any other then in town, where they were talang 
fie lion's share of the trade and enjoying the income of the 
piofits thereby derived from sections of back country that 
bove almost ever since traded at New Bedford, Taunton, 
TW! River and Middleboro’. 

The death of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., together with the em- 
ago that preceded the war of 1812, were the two princi- 
poleauses why the thrifty and stirrmg village of Assonet, 
fiom being one of the liveliest, most active and smartest 
Jlives for business in the county, became by gradual, long 
jd constant declension, so notoriously dull, dead and life- 
tess: Full fifty years of this retrograde movement was ex- 
petienced in that community before there occurred a turn of 
Wfide in the affairs of men,” and during that whole time it 
was an almost stereotyped remark among the citizens, that 
“the loss of Capt. Job Peirce as a business man had never 
‘been made up, for *twas irreparable.” 

The absequies of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr,, were peculiarly 
‘impressive ; for, added to the large number of relatives and 
fmily connections, were a great many neighbors and friends 
Who came to pay a willing tribute of respect, and swell the 
Solemn train; and what was then very uncommon, the mili- 
fizcompany of which at his death he was Captain, volun— 
tered to do escort to the funeral procession,.and the sor- 
‘Towful impression made upon the public mind was so great 
flat this funeral become an epoch that people for many 
feats after kept vividly in mind, and by which they were 
tnubled to fix in their memories the dates of other current 
fvents; and hence for half a century afterwards it was not 
Wicommon to hear people say that such and such occur- 


Capt. Job Peirce’s funeral. 
SS 





‘Nad George H, Dean. 
21 


Tetices were a little before, a little after, or about the time of 


* This store building bas aince been owned by Adino. Paddock, Benjamin Burt: 
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His remains were interred in the Peirce family cemeter 
im Middleboro’, now Lakeville, and his grave marked bya 
substantial stone of white marble, very elegant for that tite, 
but quite modest and unpretending when compared with 
those now erected, as the sixty-four years that haye since 
elapsed in working marble, as in other arts in America, hayg 
effected great advances and improvements, But it is safe to 
say that no funeral monument now standing in that town, 
of however exquisite the finish, attracts so much attention as 
a work of art, as did the grave-stone of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr, 
three score years ago. : 

The following is a copy of the Inscription: — 


Here lies the Remains of 
Car‘. JOB PEIRCE, Jon’. 
who died Sept® 227 1805 
In the 38" Year of his 
Age. 

His Death was as calm and resigned as his 

Life was pure and virtuous, 


When Death that foe to human happiness has 
entombed in his dark and dreary mansions a 
Form in whose Society we once derived the most 
endearing tenderness and refined felicity how 
blasted is eyery earthly enjoyment and every 
hope of promised joy and the world itself appears 
a dreary yoid and all creation seems to mourn 

our loss. 


A portrait of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was painted by Mi 
Cephas Thompson, of Middleboro’, in part from recollection, 
and in part from a sketch taken of the face while the boly 
was a corpse. ‘This portrait is by good judges pronounced 
an excellent likeness, Of his cocked hat, the writer 
pleased to say that he is the fortunate possessor, but regret 
to add that the hat was deprived of its military plume and 
divested of the cockade, not only before his earliest recolle 
tion, but before his appearance on this planet. ic 

His sword and seabbard (both broken entirely in tw) 
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pecther with the tattered remnant of his sword-belt, were 
‘ong the playthings of the writer in his early childhood. 
Onthe 5th day of Nov., 1805, Major Levi Peirce (No. 
#90) was appointed Administrator upon the estate of his 
leceased brother, Capt. Job Peirce, Jz., to which estate their 
fither was by law the only heir after the just claims and 
Teal demands of Anna the widow had been satisfied, as 
(apt. Job Peirce, Jy. and wife were childless. 

To satisfy the claims of the widow, they assigned to her 
fist, free and clear from present or future incumbrance, 
fle house and lands of her late husband in Freetown, to- 
qther with the out-buildings thereon standing. These lands 
yore then, as now, in productiveness equal to the best in 
that town, and the buildings were much the best, and had 
teen by far the most expensive at the date of their erection, 
some ten years before. And of the personal estate she re- 
teived, as set forth in a legal document, of which the fol- 
lowing is a true copy :— 

"Know all men, That whereas I Anna Peirce of Freetown, in the 
County of Bristol and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, widow of Job 
Peirce, late of st Freetown, deceased, have an interest in and a right 
fibe endowed of the personal estate whereof the said Job died pos- 
sessed, and whereas Levi Peirce, Administrator upon the estate of 
tid Job, hath this day by deed assigned and set out to me all the 
houschold furniture, one horse and one cow, whereof the said Job died 
possessed, as dower of and in said personal estate, 

Now, know ye, that I do hereby accept the said furniture, horse and 
ow in full satisfaction of my right, claim and interest in and to all 


and every part of the personal estate whereof the said Job died seized 
and possessed. 


Andi do hereby, for the consideration aforesaid, renounce and for- 
yer extinguish my right of dower of and in the whole of said personal 
estate, 

" Witness my hand and seal the 28th day of August, in the year of 
out Lord one thousand eight hundred and six. 


(Signed) ANNA PEIRCE, hom wal bas 
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Tt was not until more than four years after the appoints 
ment of Major Levi Peirce as Administrator of and upon 
this estate, that he returned to the Court of Probate and 
swore to an inventory of the personal property, said onth 
having been administered, as appears from the Probate rp 
ords of Bristol County, Dec. 30, 1809. : 

To the record of that inventory in the Probate Office at 
Taunton we owe the evidence that Col. Gideon Williams, 
of Taunton, Daniel Douglas and Philip Hathaway, 24, of 
Freetown, had been the appraisers, and further, that Capt 
Job Peirce, Jr.’s part of the goods in the store at Assonet 
had been sold to Ebenezer Peirce (No. 191) and Robert 
Strobridge for the sum of one thousand five hundred and 
seven dollars and twenty-nine cents, and that Capt. Peirce’ 
_ legal demands, one hundred and fourteen in number, anil 
against different persons, amounted to three thousand cight 
hundred and forty-six dollars, besides which there was a 
mortgage on real estate for three hundred dollars, house: 
hold furniture one thousand dollars, an interest in schooner 
Dolphin, and an interest in a sloop, four hundred and fifty 
dollars ; wearing apparel, one hundred dollars; cash ot 
hand, four hundred and forty-nine dollars ; horse, seventy, 
dollars; cow, thirty dollars; chaise, sixty dollars ; sleigh, 
ten dollars ; saddle, bridle, &c., twenty-fiye dollars. 

To this inventory of seven thousand eight hundred and 
forty-seven. dollars and thirty-six cents, Major Levi Pewee 
charged himself with ‘ cash of sundry persons for balanue 
due to s* dec’ on book account, two thousand nine hundred 
sixty-four dollars and thirty-seven cents,” and thus makiig 
the total of personal estate, $10,811 73. . 

Of this personal estate Major Peirce credited himself willt 
haying delivered to the widow, Anna Peirce, the house 
hold furniture, one horse and one cow, amounting to clevell 
hundred dollars. And to Capt. Job Peirce, Seu., the hei 
at law to the said estate, the mortgage for three hundted 
dollars, wearing apparel one hundred dollars, chaise sit) 






‘ 
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‘bllars, and sleigh ten dollars, and these with the appurte- 
mauces athounting in the whole to four hundred and ninety- 
five dollars, for which a receipt of Capt. Job Peirce, Sen, 
Wer five hundred dollars in full was filed in Probate, and 
placed upon that record as having been given Feb. 3, 1807, 
wud that receipt was also to discharge all the claim or claims 
wid heir had upon this estate- 

If to this inventory of $10,811 73 of personal property 
yeadd his homestead, which at the low-valuation of real 
@iate even then must have been some six thousand dollars, 
mid his half of a new store and lot in Assonet Village, and 
faving also a dwelling-house thereon, say fifteen hundred 
ills, his interest in the forge, and also in a saw-mill, we 
til an amount of about twenty thousand dollars of which 
fedied possessed, and that at present prices and valuations 

























fy thousand dollars; and yet of all this, let it have been 
Poperly valued at what it might, the heir at law evidently 
feteived only five hundred dollars. To show what became 
it the balance of the estate of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., after 
titse distributions and paying of the debts, the writer is in- 
ibbied to a person, not a member of the family, and who 
i still vying, and who states distinctly to remember haying 
Isard the conversation, and precisely where that conversa- 
tion took place, between Capt. Job Peirce, Sen. and his son 
Maj, Levi Peirce, and that said conyersation resulted ina 
tetermination ou the part of Capt. Job and his direction to 

jor Leyi Peirce to dispose of that balance in and for reli- 
fiows and benevolent purposes, and that the erection of 
Price Academy, in Middleboro,’ was a result of that deter- 
Mittion and direction, and the funds employed in its con- 
Miuction were part and parcel of that balance or those bal- 


that Capt. Job Peirce, Sen. was the real donor of Peirce 
i idlemy, that he was enabled to be thus generous by the 
Wil diected efforts of his son, Capt, Job Peirce, Jr., and 
21 





the same articles, would reach the sum of forty-five to . 


‘iiees, In this view of the matter we are led to conclude ~ 


_——_— 
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that the good designs were carried out by the son, Major 
Leyi Peirce, to hon probably was also due the origuie 
ing of the thought of this generosity. 

Anna, the widow of Capt. Job Peirce, Jy., became thie wil 
of Lieut. John Hinds,* of Freetown, and the fruits of (hig 
martiage were two daughters, who became the wives of Otis 
Harlow, of New Bedford, and Dr. George W. Snow, of 
Middleboro’. 

Lieut. John Hinds was at first a clerk for Capt. Joh 
Peirce, Jy., and afterwards a partner in the firm of Hinds and 
Sampson.t He was ason of Lient. Leonard Hinds} and 
wife Polly Rounsevill, grandson of Rev. Ebenezer Hinds, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. Lieut. John Hinds d. Dee. 1, 
1811, and was buried in the Peirce family cemetery, whieré 
a suitable stone marks his grave, and bears an inscription 
that closes with 


** How lov’d, how yalu’d once availa thee not, 
To whom related, or by whom begot:: 
A heap of dust alone remaina of thee, 
*Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall be,” 


Anna Pemozr§ (No. 188), 


Third daughter and fifth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No: 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounseyill, was b. Dec. 18, 1769, amt 














* His rank of Lieutenant was derived from being Pay-Master of the 2d Regiment 
2d Brigade of 5th Division in local militia of Mass., to which he was appoiptal 
Mareh 17, 1811, and on the Staff of Col. Benjamin Lincoln, of New Bedford. Hit 
died Dee, 1, 1811. His military chapeau is in the writer’s possession, and is tle 
height of the Bonaparte style, being about twice the size ever worn since, and mish 
haye been a eerious incumbrance to the wearer at any tine, but particularly if the 
wind was briskly blowing, 

} Harl Sampson, Esq. 

f Lieut. Leonard Hinds wasa drammer in Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s Company it 
the 9th Regiment of the Continental Army, as eavly as October, 1776; commiissl0 
Lientenant of 7th Co. (Beach Woods Co.) in local militia of Middleboro’ y dune 
1789. Polly his wife was a daughter of Joseph Rounseyill and wife, eranildan 
ter of William Rouneeyill and wife Elizabeth Macomber, and grent-granddaugis 

Philip Rounseyill the emigrant: and wife Mary Howland. 

§ Perhaps named for her father’s aunt, Anna Hoskins, the first wife af Maat 
Hathaway, Sen., of Taunton, who was probubly named for ber aunt Anni 
Kins, a daughter of William Hoskins, of Taunton, and wife Sarah One" 
Anna, the daughter of William, was born Feb. 14, 1678, and married sale 
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jegatded by her contemporaries as possessing an uncommon 
sare of good common sense, with great practical ability, 
The writer well remembers haying heard his mother say, 
that when the news of that lady’s death was announced, she 
felt that the world had indeed met with a serious loss, and 
almost indulged a disposition to repine that nature had sa 
gered it, that the virtues, intellect and attainments of such 
prisons could not be passed to some one else; and in her 
feyeries on that matter, found herself indulging in the thought 
iid proposing the anxious inquiry, “ why could it not be, 
tow that she is dead, that her knowledge should haye been 
alded to mine and become my possession, I should so highly 
liye prized it, and ‘tis such a pity that so much talent should 
be lost.” 

About twenty-five years after Anna’s decease, the writer 
pid her husband a visit and received from his lips this de- 
imation: “ "Twas a great mistake that I made in not finding 
out, till too late to rectify, that my wife’s judement was 
fiperior to my own. Had I taken her advice in money 
matters, I should have accumulated double the amount that 
T did,” 

Itis safe to say that in practical sense Capt. Job Peirce 
tad no daughter superior to Anna, and it was a source 
O grief to the parent that this daughter, contrary to his ad- 
Wits, should contract a marriage with her own or first cousin, 
illustrating the old adage, “* When wise folks miss it, they 
iiss it the most.” No objection whatever was had to Dr, 
Nicholas Hathaway, save that he was a near relative, a 
tonsin, yes a first cousin, and this fact was to the mind of 
Capt. Job Peirce an insurmountable obstacle to his marriage 
With the daughter. 

Dr, Nicholas Hathaway (No. 238) was the fourth son of 
Stephen Hathaway and wife Hopestill Peirce (No. 64), and b. 
Dec, 4, 1773; he was therefore four years younger than his 
Wile, He studied medicine and settled for practice in Asso- 
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net Village, Freetown, where being quite successful* hy 
purchased a lot of land and erected for a home the hous 
now owned and occupied by Alden Hathaway, Esq., where 
he continued to reside till his remoyal to the State of Oliig, 

The “ great reformation,” as it used to be called, was the 
singular change effected in the religious sentiments of the 
Calvinist Baptist Church at Assonet Village, consequent 
upon accepting the doctrines taught by Rey, Elias Smithy 
Dr. Abner Jones} and Frederick Plummer, together with the 
ingathering of a large portion of the ‘ world’s people” oy 
non-professors of that locality, and these reconstructed sainty 
and reformed sinners furnished the material of which the 
so styled ** Christian Church in Freetown” at first consisted, 

In the adjacent town of Dartmouth a similar change wid 
effected, of which the following account is copied from the 
first volume of a book entitled ** The life, conversion, preach- 
ing, travels and sufferings of Elias Smith, written by hit 
self.” (See page 365.) 

“Just at this time I received a letter from Elder Daniel 
Hix, of Dartmouth, Mass., informing me that he and the 
church, excepting about four, which consisted of more that 
four hundred members, had agreed to leaye the Baptist order 





* He opened a hospital in Freetown for the treatment of smallpox, had a lage 
number of patients, and successfully treated every case, so that no one proved mir 
tal. ‘Tbe parents of the writer were among those patients. 

+ Rey. Bliss Smith was a son of Stephen Smith and wife Trene Ransom, and bo 
in the town of Lyme, New London County, Ot., on the 17th of June, 1769. He 
bore the Christian name of his father’s brother, slain in the State of New Yorkin 
the French war. He was brought up a ‘Trinitarian Congregationalist, but on aris 
ing to manhood hecame a Calvinistic Baptist and a preacher, and was installa oo 
pastor of the Baptist Church in Woburn, Noy. 14, 1798. In November, 180), 6 
became a Universalist, and in May, 1802, came out, as he termed it, a Wliyzsliamh 
His life, as written by himself, was published in 1816, and he also pubiishad tyre 
ty-two sermons on the prophecies yet to be fulfilled, a New Testament Dictiunayy 
Christian's Pocket Companion, three Sermons on Election, History of Anti-Clitsh 
Christians’ Magazine, Sermons on various subjects, and 1 emall yolume of Hymita 

{ Dr. Abner Jones was born in Royalton, Mass., April 28, 1772, and died in Hine 
ter, N. H., May 29, 1841, He was really the Sunder of the sect now ealimg there 
eolves Christians, His first wife died in Freetown, Dec, 6, 1835, the day ale Le 
yeurs old. 
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gn to stand as Christians only, without any other name; 
ovaing Christ as their only Lawgiver. He requested me 
tfocome and help them, and preach the gospel in that region. 
This news gave me great joy,and encouraged me in the 
midst of the opposition I then endured from the Calvinistic 
Taptists. The account of this separation from the Baptists 
wis published in my magazine, and caused great joy to the 
OQbristian brethren, and struck a damp on my opposers. 
Tlfer Hix told me that one man told him that in leaying the 
Taptists and joining with Smith, he had done more hurt than 
iiall his life before. ‘* Why,’ said the man, ‘if you had let 
Sinith alone he would have soon come to nothing,’ In 
thelast of March, soon after receiving Hix's letter, I set out 
for Freetown and Dartmouth, and took with mea young 
tyother by the name of Frederick Plummer,* from Hayerhill, 
fio had an acceptable gift in prayer and exhortation. We 
Went first to Freetown, Assonnet, and from there to Dart- 
Mouth,” 

“The attention of the people there to hear the word was 
Heat, and an awful solemnity rested on the people while 
hening the word.” 

A glorious revival of religion took place there, and spread. 
i yarious directions. (From page 372.) 

*Trom the spring of 1807 to November I spent the greater 
ut of the time in New-Bedford, and the towns around, and 
Wis constantly employed in preaching, writing and baptizing. 
Iithat time, over four hundred were baptized by ditferent 
Peichers in that region. In Assonnet where I first visited, 
thier Philip Hathaway,t who had been a Baptist, was re 
 ~__ 2 oa eee 









"In the old burial ground, near the first Christian Meeting-House im Freetown, 
this’ handsome shaft of white marble, bearing this inscription : 

Frederick Plummer, born July 3d, 1787, died May 26, 1854. 

> 48 years minister of the gospel. 

} Biter Philip Hathaway, or Hathway, us he used to write the surname, was an 
, ‘nite won of Rachel Haskine, or Hoskins, and born Feb. 23, 1756. Rachel 
;. “18 servant in the family of Melatiah Hathway, Sen., of Taunton, whom she 
Margul With being tha child's father , and for which cause Philip took the name of 


—— sad ame enn 
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markably blest among the people after he determined iy 
live a free man. Many were converted there whom hy 
baptized.” ] 

About two years earlier than this, when Mr. Smith way 
on his second visit to Freetown and Newport, as the gue 
of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., he records (on page 355): 

“From Freetown I went in company with Job Peixce fp 
Newport ;” and on page 357, “ We enjoyed a blessing in fhy 
meetings at Newport, and on Monday returned to Freetown, 


= 
Hathaway instead of Hoskins. (See graye-stone and record of eworn testimony il 
Rachel Hoskins.) 

Elder Philip was by trade a carpenter, and while residing in Shutesbury wns Hey 
con of the Calvinistic Baptist Church in that place. Removing to Middleboro’, amy 
Lakeville, was ordained to the work of the ministry, and installed aa Pastor of thi 
First Baptist Church in Freetown, the installation services being performed uniet 
the shade of a large apple-tree that formerly stood in the door yard a little soul)” 
of the present residence of his granddaughter, Mrs. Rachel Plummer, of Eve 
town. (Church record and tradition.) 1 

Tn 1807, ag has been remarked, he changed his religions sentiments, anil bocanit 
& minister of the Christian denomination, and a few years later became a Bwelur 
borgian. ; 

After the second change he was once listening to the Rey. Danie] Hix, of Dine 
mouth, who was temporarily occupying Hathaway's former pulpit, and addresiig 
his late auditory in Frectown, when the eccentric Daniel is eaid to have made upedl 
the following language, unmistakably directed particularly to his old vo-workiv mt 
the ministry, and designed as a sharp thrast at his newly accepted and singalasly 
visionary faith, Pe 

“My brethren, Paul, the great apostle to the gentiles, was no ordinary kind tf 
person, but, on the contrary, a very extraordinary man, a deep searcher after trail 
profound thinker, and one whose acquirements caused him to take a hight 
among the greatest scholars of the earth. And to this we may add, that he had lj 
nafnre that desirable quality books fail to impart, and without which book-learmll 
is to a person practivally useless, viz., good common sense. Tt was such ammiin, 
beloved brethren, that the everlasting God,in infinite wisdom, condeseended ta feat 
by visions and revelations, and whether in the body or out of the body I cannot tly 
God knoweth, such an one was caught up into paradise even to the third beitt 
where he heard unspeakable words which it is not layfol for aman to witel, 
being neither child nor fool lad the discretion and good sense to divulge 
thus committed to his keeping. Now in this seleution of an earthly depository ™ 
hidden treasure was the infinite wiedom of the all-wise God made masilesty at 
though to earthen yessels the treasures of grace are committed thut the escellenatt 
the power may be of God and not of men, itis to sound yessela not oraokeal ne 
tight uot leaky, and those properly formed, that stand and remain tight sie as. 
neither capsizing or spilling over. But-alas, in these latter days, haya arial ; 
teachers who would have ua believe that God is not ever the same, and ‘thot. 
economy of his grace Ne las tried an experiment of doubtful propriety, IY" 
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The third day of J uly, 1805, I preached at a meeting-house* 
ti Middleboro’ to a Jarge and solemn assembly. 

«Dr, Hathaway, who had been a deist, attended several 

meetings before this and felt his unbelief shaken. At this 
meeting he viewed himself undone without a Saviour. The 
ext morning I went to his house, and found him walking 
mhis parlor, and saying, I am undone. 
That day he set out to visit a sick person in Berkley, 
idon the plain was so weighed down with a sense of his 
ituation, that he stopped his horse, kneeled down by the 
willin the road, and prayed the Lord to have mercy on 
Slim. He found peace in his mind, visited the sick, admin- 
ilered medicine, recommended Christ, prayed with the sick 
peson, and returned home a happy man. 

“He was soon after baptized, and walked in newness of’ 
Me, rejoicing in hope of a blessed immortality.” 

At the formation of the First Christian Baptist Church in 
Meetown (in 1807), Dr. Nicholas Hathaway was appointed 
ine of the deacons, and continued in that office till 1817, 
When he left the town and removed with his family to Ohio, 
tnd! settled near Milford Centre, in Union Township, Union 
ounty, where, in a church of the same faith and order, he 
Miinued to officiate as a deacon. 

Anna, the first wife of Dr. Nicholas Hathaway, d. Sept. 
















hin lie holy conneils of the highest heaven, men of far less wit, discretion, experi- 

tind leaming than Paul possessed, and haying nota tithe of his natural sense. 

ith these being exalted above measure through the abundance of revelations, are 

Dud to their own infirmities, and like children and fools glory in making a clean 
tif of all they have seen, heard or know,?? 

Philip Hathaway died in Freetown, Jnne 14, 1839. Once, when a lad, he 
met bya stranger on horse-back, who said ‘*whose boy are you?” and was 
a slyanswered, ** Melatiah Hathaway's boy.*? * Well done,?” said the stranger, 
iis wise child that knows its father,’’ and then handed the boy a silyer dollar. 
iit sttinver to the boy was Melaciah Hathaway, Sen., of Taunton. 

ler Daniel Hix was born in Rehoboth, Noy. 30, 1755; died in Dartmouth, 
ema 21, 1838, in the fifty-ninth year of his ministry, .A handsome slab of white 
t badring inscription, marks his grave in the cemetery at Hix's Villaze, Dart- 
Moth, Mass. The Village took its name from this eccentric but; yery able minister. 
* This Was probably the Pond Meeting-House in Lakeville, 
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28, 1822, aged 52 years, 9 months and 10 days, and way 
buried in their family cemetery on the Doctor's farm ney 
Milford Centre, in Union County, Ohio, and her resting plact 
marked by suitable grave-stones bearing inscriptions. 

For a second wife Dr. Hathaway m. April 15, 1824, Mig 
Blizabeth Morton, the widow of David Morton. Hermaidan 
name was Mitchell. By second wife was b. Anna Elizabeth, 
who married a Gillespie. She is an active, intelligent per 
son, with a remarkably well-balanced mind, and worthy 9 
bear up the names of those noble women, her mother and 
father’s first wife, whose memory may she long live to howa 
and their virtues to perpetuate. Dr. Hathaway died Ang. 
24,1848. Elizabeth, his second wife, died Feb. lo, 1863, 


Dr. Nicuoras Hareaway and wife Anna Pemce (No. 188) 
had: 


(751) Catherine, b. Sept. 21, 1796; d. Sept. 19, Tid 
(See gravestone in Freetown, and Town Records.) 
(152) Elnathan P., b, Noy. 12, 1797; was fitted for Col: 
lege at Peirce Academy in Middleboro’, and graduated 
Brown University, Providence, R. I. Studied law, and locat 
ed for practice in Assonet Village, Freetown, Mass, of 
which town he was an Assessor five years, Treasurer 00 
year, Moderator of annual town meeting fourteet yeas) fi 
Representative to General Court five years, Senator one 
year, member of the Constitutional Convention of 1853, ant 
Justice of Peace for Bristol County and Commissioner Ne 
Tnsolyency. Married Salome Cushman. He d. Janutyj 
1858. (Mass. State Record, Freetown Records, and graves 
stone.) ; 
(753) Leonora, b. May 24,1799; never m.; ¢ in Obits 
(754) William R. P., b, Jan. 15, 1801; m. twice: *¥ 
1824, Louisa W. Pearce, of East Taunton, She d. in Hie 
town, and he m. secotid, Caroline Loring, of Ohio. Heth 
in Ohio, Jan., 1858. First marriage ceremony Was D® 
formed by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq., of Freetown (No. 191), 
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_ (755) Joanna P., b. Sept. 16,1806; m. 1824, Samuel 
Teed, of Licking, Ohio. Their son Nicholas died of a 
wound received in battle, fighting for the Union, in the late 
war of the rebellion. 

(766) Nicholas, b. May 20, 1808; d. May 30, 1813. 
(See grave-stone in Freetown.) 

(157) Elias, b. Feb. 10, 1810; m. Lydia Ann Burnham, 
of Conn., and afterwards of Union, Ohio. He d. in 1848, 
aud she m. Wood. Elias was a farmer. 

(758) Catherine, b. Aug., 1811; m. Patrick Rice, of 
“Ohio. He is a farmer, 

(759) Ebenezer P., b. Jan. 20, 1813; m. Mary Hop- 
kins, of Union township, Union County,O, He d. in Cali- 
fornia about 20 years since. 




























Lucy Perrcr (No. 189), 
Fourth daughter and sixth child of Capt. Job Peirce 
(No. 59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. Dec. 18, 
Mil, being just two years to a day younger than her sister 
Ama (No, 188). She was in early life an unusually active, 
sprightly gil, with an excessive flow of animal spirits, 
whieh but for her good sense and good breeding would haye 
made her appear rude. Inheriting a remarkably strong 
Constitution, and being from infancy provided with healthy 
food in proper quantities and at proper times, healthy cloth- 
iig, healthy exercise, with wholesome reguiations, it is no 
Wonder that she came to be called wild, and was wild so 
fir. as that term can be applied, without implying any touch 
‘rfinge of immorality ; for in morals she was ever above 
Aeproach or suspicion, In her were happily blended her 
fither’s noble generosity of heart and her mother’s activity 
of brain. 
_ She once came near sustaining an irreparable injury from 
the mischievous pranks of her younger brother (Ebenezer), 
Who neatly resembled her in his mirthful and fun-loving 
“Popensities, that not unfrequently led him into difficulty, 
22 
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and sometimes of a yery serious nature. So strong was his 
temptation to participate in sport, that he could not resist 
an opportunity, though at the very great risk of most digas. 
trous consequences. 

Lucy had gone to a neighbor’s house, and was expected 
to return home in the evening, and in anticipation of that 
yeturn this brother procured a white sheet in which he 
shrouded himself, and mounting upon stilts, stood leaning 
against a tree, the foliage of which skitted her pathway and 
partially obscured him from yiew. As the unsuspecting 
gitl approached, he purposely betrayed his presence bya 
deep groan, that did not fail to attract her attention and 
cause her to look at the hideous object in ghostly white and 
of gigantic stature, that now stalked forth, and in the dim 
light of the moon, with long and awkward strides, pursued 
her rapidly retreating figure. 

Fear, or rather terror lent such speed to her flight, that 
she quickly distanced him and gained her father's house, 
where he, after disposing of shroud and stilts, with forced 
soberness of face immediately followed. But he had a0 
sooner entered than his affected soberness became a sorrow 
ful reality, and at the risk of the punishment that he desery- 
ed and would probably receive when found out, he was but 
too glad to confess all as a means of restoring his’sister ® 
her senses; for reason had nearly yacated its throne, and 
the shock was so great that for a time they justly feared she 
would become a confirmed maniac. 

On the 19th of February, 1795, she was united in mar 
viage with the Hon. William Bourne, of Middleboro’, a son 
of Capt. Abner,* or perhaps better known as Deacon Ale 
ner Bourne of that town; and on the 27th of September, 





* Abner Boume was admitted to membership in the First Churoli in Middlebaro’; 
Dec. 1, 1782; chosen Deacon June 8, 1796; committed suicide May 25, 1806. fo 
the 24 Company of local militia of Middleboro’ he was commissioned Mnsiga May 
9, 1776; promoted to Lieutenant April 8, 1778, and Captain June 2, 1780. Game 
tnanded that company on a short expedition to Rhode Island in the war of dhe 
Revolution, ~ 
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1529, she was admitted to membership in the First Church 
in Middleboro’ —a time-honored institution, that was origi- 
tally gathered Dec. 26,1694; and she was dismissed to the 
Central Congregational Church of M. in 1848, in which 
she continued until her death. Both these Churches were 
Tiinitarian Congregational. 

Lucy Peirce was in many respects a very remarkable 
Woman—persevering industry with strict economy, rio less 
than noble generosity, being marked traits in her character: 
dud those charitable institutions which for support depend 
mainly upon the free gifts of generous hearts and open 
hands, in her death suffered a great loss, as did also the 
gospel ministry, for the sustaining of which she was a libe- 
tal, constant and cheerful giver. Few persons, either men 
or wonien, are so richly possessed with the faculties to ac- 
quite property, to save it when acquired, and at the same 
fime with the disposition of heart and discretion of mind 
to bestow generously and wisely in acts of charity. Her 
insband at his death (that preceded hers about fifteen years) 
Wis tanked, and justly so, among the most wealthy men 
of Middleboro’, and yet he was heard to say that he never 
should have accumulated anything but for the advice and 
influence of his wife. 

In her decease, that occurred Dec. 2, 1859, her family 
lost an able adviser, the causes of virtue and religion a libe- 
tal supporter, and the human race a true and ever faithful 
friend. 

Hon. William Bourne was a man considerably above the 
medium stature, and withal quite fleshy, being of a com- 
manding size, form and figure. As an officer of the mili- 
fia he must haye made a fine appearance. To pratify curi- 
Osity, he once went to look at several natives from some of 
the sea islands, and soon found that they were equally inte- . 
Hested in him: and after feeling of his legs and arms, and 
tirefully surveying his large and well-proportioned body, 
they exclaimed, “You in our country you be king.” He 
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laughed whenever he repeated this story, particularly as he 
said that in the country where he could have been a mon 
arch, to be fat was deemed a virtue, and he would not haye 
been selected for any properties of mind, strength or extent af 
intellect, but the uncommon weight of his body; a country 
where not a majority of yotes, but the overplus of pounds 
avyoirdupois turned the scale in popular elections. 

On the 16th of June, 1794, a company of militia cavalry 
was organized in the 4th Regt. of Plymouth Co. Brigade. 
Nearly or quite all the members of this company resided in 
the Old Colony towns of Middleboro’ and Rochester. Hushis 
Thomas, of Middleboro’, was commissioned Captain, and 
William Bourne made a Sergeant. At the first promotion 
of officers, Sergeant William Bourne was at one step eleva 
ed from a non-commissioned officer to Captain, his commis 
sion bearing date of May 22, 1797. This company, and 
another of like arm raised in the Bridgewaters, were made 
a squadron of cayalry, of which the highest officer wast 
Major. Isaac Lazell, Jr., of Bridgewater, had held the com- 
mission of Major of this squadron from July, 1794, ant 
upon his retiring, Capt. William Bourne was promoted and 
commanded as a Major from Sept. 12, 1803, until 1807 
Elias Dunbar and Joseph Sproat successively held the office 
of Adjutant under Major William Bourne, and Gideon How- 
ard of Bridgewater, and Thomas Bennett of Middleboto) 
were Captains. Brigadier General Israel Fearing, of Ware 
ham, commanded the Brigade to which this squadron be 
longed, and Major General Nathaniel Goodwin, of Ply- 
mouth, headed the Division. 

Just one month after Major Bourne’s election to the cam 
mand of the squadron, or battalion as it may then have 
been called, the entire Brigade were brought together push 
ant to the following orders ;:— 
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Division Orders. 

“Heap Qrs., Prymoutn, 24 August, 1803. 
*Brigadier General Fearing is ordered to parade with his Brigade, 
ticlading Cavalry and Artillery, for review, inspection and discipline, 
heir the widow Dunbat’s, in Halifax, on Wednesday, 12 Octr. next, 
at 9 o'clock, A.M., compleatly equiped with arms, accoutrements, 
and eight rounds of sporting cartridges. 

“The Commander in Chief it is expected will review the Brigade, 
‘un te Major General flatters himself the Officers and Soldiers will 
conduct with that martial spirit, order and subordination which they 
Jatore display’d on a similar occasion. 

* By order the M. Gen'l 5 Divis’n. 


(Signed) N. Haywarp, A. D. C.” 


"Brigade Orders. 


* Heap Qr., WAREHAM, Sept. rst, 1803. 
“Tn pursuance of the foregoing Division Orders, and to catty the 
Sime into effect, the General of Brigade directs the Officers command- 
ing Regt’s and Battalions in st Brigd. 5th Div’n, to parade with their 
Tapective commands at the time and place therein mentioned. 
“Punctuality is the mainspring of military subordination. He re- 
fommends that each commanding officer appoint his alarm post so 
mir the parade as to enable him to lead on his command at the ap- 
Pointed moment. For the order and regulation of the day, reference 
tay be had to Brigade Orders 29 August and 9 Sept., 1799, part of 
Which will probably be attempted. If any other arrangements are 
mde they will be seasonably communicated, 

“Pr, Order. 


(Signed) W. Jackson, B. Major.” 


His Excellency Caleb Strong was then Governor of Mas- 
Mchusetts, and as such of course was the Commander-in- 
Chief whom they expected to review these troops. 

The 1st Brigade then consisted of four regiments of In- 
Miity, a squadron or battalion of Cavalry anda battalion 
if Artillery, and was officered as follows: — 


Ist Reg’t. John Thomas, of Kingston, Lt. Col. Com-. 
lindant; Zaccheus Bartlett and George Russell, Majors. 
20% 
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Qd Reg’t. Charles Turner, of Scituate, Lt. Col, Com 
mandant; Nathaniel Sylvester and John James, Majors, and 
Samuel Ellis, Adjutant. 

od Reg’t. Sylvanus Lazell, of Bridgewater, Lt. Cal, 
Commandant ; Caleb Howard and James Barrell, Majors, 
and Hector Orr, Adjutant. 

4th Reg’t. Abiel Washburn, of Middleboro’, Lt, Col, 
Commandant; Peter Hoar, of Middleboro’, and Roland 
luce, of Rochester, Majors, and Cyrus Keith, Adjutant, 

Squadron of Cavalry. ‘William Bourne, of Middleboro, 
Major, and Elias Dunbar, Adjutant. 

Battalion of Artillery. Joseph Thomas, of Plymouth, 
Major, and William Hammatt, Adjutant. 

Of a court martial whereof Brigadier General Bates was 
President, and begun and held at Bridgewater in October, 
1805, and at Plympton in February, 1806, Major William 
Bourne wasamember. At this court was tried Albert Smith, 
Fsq., Captain of the Hanover Artillery company, charged 
with disobedience of orders and neglect of duty. Capt. Smith 
was a yery prominent man in his time, and held the office 
high sheriff for Plymouth County. He in this instance wis 
probably more sinned against than sinning, and the light 
sentence of the court showed that they entertained thal 
opmion. 

As a Justice of the Peace for Plymouth County, Major 
Bourne was appointed in or near 1816, and about 182 
made a Justice of Quorum. He was also a Special Jushee 
of the Court of Sessions, an office corresponding to hit 
now known as County Commissioner, and in 1820 elected 
toa seat in the State Senate. For several years he wit 
engaged in merchandise at Middleboro’,* from which here 
tired to his large, productive and valuable farm, then on te 
outskirts of the Four Corners Village, but now ia )™ 
eee ae 

* OF the firm of Washburn, Bourne & Peirce, and afterwards Bourne & Peirce. 
{ Hon. William Bourne and his brother-in-law Gen. Washhum were * 


spirits in the Plymouth County Agricultural Society, and coadjatars of Rev. Mowe 
Allen and Major Horace Collamore of Pembroke, 
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toyered by some of the most elegant residences of which 
the town can boast, as also with humbler dwellings of me- 
thanics and laborers, made necessary by the thrift and 
growth of the place. 

Being as he was a Federalist, he could not have been 
expected to receive many offices from the notoriously Demo- 
‘atic town in which he lived, but their appreciation of the 
man is allthe better shown by the places of honor and trust 
that they did sometimes confer upon him, as his political 
pity was hopelessly in the minority. 

Hon, William Bourne died at his residence (that stood on 
the spot where he was born), Dec. 10, 1845. 

Hon, Wint14m Bourne and wife Lucy Prrrce (No, 189) had: 
(760) Mercy, b. Oct. 5, 1795 ; m, Dr. Arad Thompson, 
af Middleboro’. He was commissioned Adjutant of 4th 
Regiment, Ist Brigade, 5th Diyision Mass. Militia in 1817, 
id served in that capacity until 1831, a period of about 
thirteen years. Represented the town of Middleboro’ in the 
General Court at Boston for the year 1825; was a Justice of 
Peace for Plymouth County, and had quite an extensive medi- 
tal practice in Middleboro’. He was received to member- 
thip in the First Church in Middleboro’ (Trinitarian Cong.), 
Noy. 23, 1823. He died of erysipelas, April 22, 1843, 
iged 56. His wife died from the same disease in 1848. 
(761) Louisa, b. Dee. 18, 1800; m. 1824, Alexander 
‘Wood, Esq., attorney at law, who settled for practice at 
Hanoyer Four Corners, Plymouth Co., Mass., but after- 
wards became a trader at that place. He was fitted for 
Gillege at Peirce Academy in Middleboro’, and graduat- 
Wat Brown University, Providence, R. I., in 1816. Son 
tt Ichabod Wood, of M., and b. Noy. 5, 1796; d, very sud- 
finly at H., Dec. 17, 1867. Louisa now resides in Middle- 
ato’; is a member of the First Church in that town, to 
Yhich she was admitted Oct, 19, 1823, and is a subseriber 
W this historical and genealogical sketch. 
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Major Ley: Perce (No. 190), 

Third son and seyenth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No, 5) 
and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville, Mass., Oct. 1, 1778, and m. Dec. 18, 1795, Sally, 
a daughter of Capt. Abner Bourne, of M.; from whichit 
will be seen that a double knot was tied between the Peires 
and Bourne families the same year—Hon. William Boume, 
a brother of Major Levi Peirce’s wife, having taken to wife 
Major Levi Peirce’s sister. 

Leyi Peirce (No. 190) was probably named for his mo 
ther’s brother, Capt. Levi Rounsevill, of Hast Freetown, 
Captain of the company of ‘‘ minute men” from that town, 
which proniptly responded to their-country’s call on the ever 
memorable 19th’ of April; 1775; and also a Captain in the 
9th Regiment of.the:Continental Army in the Revolutionary 
war, one of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection 
and Safety for Freetown in 1776, Representative to General 
Court in 1784; a Selectman in 1787, and who died in Pree 
town, Jan. 3; 1815. . 

Soon.after Levi Peirce had entered his’ fifteenth year, his 
sister Elizabeth was united in marriage with Gen, Abul 
Washburn, with whom Levi ere long went to live, and in 
whose family he made his home during the remaining yeat 
of his minority, serving asa clerk in the store of this bro 
ther-in-law, and meriting and receiving the approbation af 
his employer for the skilful and faithful performance of 
reqnisite duties. 

On attaining to his majority he received from his father 
the sum of one thousand dollars with which to start im bust 
ness for himself, and opened a store in that yenerable pile, 
the “old Morton House;” this store being on the lowe 
floor and north side in the first addition, while his family, 
then consisting of a young wife, occupied a tenement om the 
second floor of the same part on the south side, whet”. 
an “upper chamber,’ hallowed by the memories of two hun 





















































































































































































































































OLD MORTON HOUSE IN MIDDILEBOROUGE, 


Taken down in 1870. 
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ed years, and on Sunday, the 20th of November, in the 
mat of grace 1796, their eldest daughter Elizabeth Rounse- 
vil was born. Robert B. Thomas, the old prognosticator, 
making calculations for his almanac of that year, placed 
Noy. 20 under the happy prediction, 


= 


** Pleasant for a few days.” 


And doubtless it so proved to these youthful parents in con- 
feuplation of their new acquisition ; and those of us who 
liye known that infant, now advanced to more than three 
wore and ten years, can add, ever 

** Very pleasant hast thou been.”? 


And as we have given a specimen of the truth that charac- 
(ned Robert the weatherwise, we will also add his poetry 
for that same autumnal month : 


** The swains the fireside now improye 

Vor social converse and for love ; 

The lasses too join in the throng, 

With merriment and sprightly song.”? 
Tom the old Morton House Levi Peirce removed his 
fimily to.a house of his own then standing near the town 
‘house at court end, and had a store of goods in a part of 
the same building. 
Honext became a partner in trade with Gen. Abial Wash- 
tn and Major William Bourne, under the name of Wash- 
tin, Bourne & Peirce, and they carried on business in the 
wulding at the Four Corners, formerly known as ‘“ Old 
Store” (recently burned); and subsequently with Major 
Toume, Gen. Washburn having gone to “ Muttock,” and 
tilater period with his brother Peter H. Peirce. Levi 
soiree and brother traded in the building still standing on 
north-east corner, at the Four Corners Village so called, 
As a Representative from Middleboro’ to the General 
Clu at Boston, Levi Peirce was chosen for the years 1805, 
f 7, '8 and 9, and was elected as a delegate to the Con- 
itntional Convention of 1820, and held the commission of 
Tustice of the Peace for Plymouth County about twenty- 





less there were several who desired promotion, and it Wi 
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eight years. He was Postmaster when there was only one 
post-office in Middleboro’, then including the present town: 
of Lakeville, and held that appointment about thirty-tyo. 
years. A 

Upon the regimental staff of his brother-inlaw (Gow, 
Washburn, then Colonel of the 4th Regiment) Leyi Poin 
held the appointment of a non-commissioned officer, vis, 
Sergeant Major, whose duty it is to assist the Major inthe 
moyements of the left wing of a regiment. Field Offican) 
viz., the Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, the senior aud 
junior Major, were then, as the Colonel, Lieut.-Colonel and 
Major are now, elected by a majority of the yotes of the) 
Captams and Lieutenants of the companies composing the 
regiment. Levi Peirce was not therefore an elector, ant 
the militia system being popular among the thirty or mit 
company officers to each regiment who were electors, doubt 


a citcumstance almost or quite unprecedented, when he tt 
the 8th of June, 1809, was promoted at one step from tht 
non-commissioned office of Sergeant, to Major of the 4th 
Regiment. 

Three years later Levi Peirce was promoted to Bentoh 
Major, an office corresponding to that of Lieut.-Colondl 
which rank those holding that place now bear. In the ta lat 
ter position he perfermed: four years duty in the local militity 
It was while he held this commission that the last war will 
England was waged, and he was detailed to command, anf 
did command, a battalion of the Coast Guard, stationed ay 
New Bedford, for the defence of that post and FPairhaval 
against the incursions of soldiers and marines of the Britt 
army and navy then on board an English man-of-war that 
for some time blockaded the harbor. 

After performing seven years’ duty as a field officer, Vito 
three years as junior and four years as senior Major of th 
Reg’t in the local militia, and also the duties required 8® 
battalion commandant in the Coast Guard in actual waite’ 
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heresigned and obtained an honorable discharge. The cen- 
ms of the town of Middleboro’ in 1820 was taken by him. 

Major Levi Peirce and wife were baptized by immersion, 
Dov, 7, 1824, and at that date they were also admitted to 
membership in the Fourth Calvinistic Baptist Church in 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, Mass., of which church he was 
Mthe 27th of May, 1826, made a Deacon. They were 
iismissed to the Central Baptist Church in M., Aug. 10, 
1h28, where they continued through life, 


My. Levt Perce (No, 190) and wife Sarty Bourg had: 
(162) Elizabeth R., b. Noy. 20, 
Allen Thacher, of Rochester, Mass, 
iy Fourth Baptist Church in Middle 


f 


1796; m. Dec. 7, 1816, 
She was a member of 


boro’, now Lakeville, 
plom which she was dismissed to the Central Baptist Church 
iM, 


(763) Sally, b. Jan, 24, 1801: m. in 1819, Elisha Tuck- 
MoM. They were baptized by Immersion, September 19, 
1823, and on the 29th of the same month were received to 
Hombership in the Fourth Baptist Church in Middleboro’ 
{now Lakeville), from which they were dismissed to the 
Maittal Church in Middleboro’, Aug. 10, 1828, She died 
Mt 17,1865. He received the appointment of Paymaster 

M the 4th Reg't in the local militia of Plymouth County, ~ 
Wihthe rank of Lieutenant, and bearing date of Sept. 1, 
BY, from which on the 25th of Sept., 1826, he was pro- 
Mbted to Aid-de-Camp to Brigadier General Ephraim Ward, 
Mi the rank of Captain; and May 28, 1897, to Brigade 
Mijor and Tnspector, with the rank of Major, and held the 
Mcommission until 1830, 
(764) Mary, b. 1809 ; m, Maj. Ethan Earle, of Bruns- 
tk, Me. She d. Dee. 31, 1844. His title of Major was 
Btived from haying held an appointment on the staff of a 
Mn General in Maine. 

/\i63) Abby, b. June 26, 1822: ms» Henry E, Lincoln, 
B¥ovtou, ‘They reside in Philadelphia, 
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“the Four Corners Village in Middleboro’ to Taunton, ™ 
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Deacon Job Peirce, late of Middleboro’, deceased, we had 
supposed was an adopted son of Maj. Levi Peirce; but we 
fail to find that the legal steps. of the law were taken fo 
effect such adoption, and are assured by Mrs. Thacher (No 
762) that such steps never were taken. He could havily 
have received greater consideration or more marked atten 
tion and kindness from Major Peirce, had all the forms of 
law been observed; and we are constrained to think that 
Major Peirce did indeed regard him in the light of ant 
as an adopted son. Job Porter, or Job Peirce, as he was 
afterwards called, was a son of Sally Porter of Freetown, 
and born in that town, Oct. 11, 1797. 

On or about the time of attaining to his majority, be be 
came a resident of Middleboro’, and in 1823 was baptize 
by immersion and admitted as a member of the Fourth Bap: 
tist Church in M., of which he was made a Deacon in or 
near 1828. Was also Captain of the Light Infantry col 
pany known as the Middleboro’ Grenadiers, from April 
1827, to April 25, 1829. Had been Lieut. from Sept. 9, 1825, 

The remains of Maj. Levi Peirce were interred ina batial 
ground on the northerly side of the highway leading from 


far from the railroad station, and his grave marked by 
finely finished marble slab bearing the following inscription; 


DEACON 
LEVI PEIRCE 
DIED 
Aue, 22, 1847 
Acep 74 Yuars. 
At his own expense 
he built the Meetinghouse of the 
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
in Middleborough and liberally endowed it, 
and remained Deacon of the same from the 
time of its formation till his death, a term of 
twenty years, 
Useing the office of Deacon well. 


The righteous shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance, 
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Sally, the wife of Major Leyi Peirce, died Feb. 23, 1853, 
aged 79 years. Her remains rest beside those of her hus- 
land, and her graye is marked by suitable stones bearing an 
inscription. 


Epenuzer Prince (No. 191), 

Fourth son and eighth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 59) 
and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was born (in the old farm- 
house still standing upon the homestead of the father, and now 
owned by the writer) on Thursday, the 26th of May, 1775, 
that date being thirty-seven days after the battle of Lexington, 
ind twenty-one days before the battle of Bunker Hill, and 
Wis consequently troublesome times in the land of his nati- 
jity, and particularly so to the family to which he belong- 
tijas the father had openly avowed himself for the coun- 
A. against Parliament and the King, and had, at the 
alain of April 19, promptly responded to his country's first 
call; with arms.to-defend in deadly combat the principles he 
Idaved to advocate. = 
‘Ae somewhat. doubtful experiment was then being tried 
see if the colonists could. raise and sustain-an farnty that 
should Successfully resist the trained legions.of veteran sol- 
dias certain to be sent to America. to. enforce the aggressive 
policy of the mother country, and unless. this could be done 
Cipt. Job Peirce and his three brothers,* and Capt. Levi 
Rounseyill, a brother of his wife, might reasonably expect 
imprisonment, or death, and probably confiscation of property, 
disfranchisement and political disgrace to themselves, with 
Penury to their wives and families of little ones. Doubtless 
the mother of this new-born babe most bitterly realized that 
Mediction of the Scripture, which saith: “Wo unto them 


that are with child and to them that give suck in those days, 
(tata SY eee enaaras 
* Capts, Abial, Henry and Seth Peirce, all like himself Captains in the patriot 
amy of the Reyolution. Capt. Job and three brothers and brother-in-law vere not 
Kemauy who took the patriot side, with every thing to gain and nothing fo lose; 


oe houses and lands, wives and children, nor least of all, respectable positions 
Mnooiaty, 
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for there shall be great distress 4 in the land and wrath upon 
this people.” 

As has been remarked, he was christened John to bear 
up the name of his father’s eldest brother (No. 56), and he 
told the writer that he continued thus to be called till he 
was not only old enough to know that was his name, but 
also of sufficient age to remember the fact. 

It was near the close of the second year of the reyolu- 
tionary war, that Ebenezer Peirce, a younger brother of 
Capt. Job, while serving as a private soldier in the ranks 
of the patriot army, lost his life; and this young man be 
ing unmarried, Capt. Job seemed to have felt it his duty to 
do something to perpetuate his martyred brother's name, 
But as their two next children were daughters, some four 
years passed without the desired opportunity, and as his 
brother Capt. Henry Peirce had already given to his son 
(b. Noy. 21, 1777) the name of that brother, Capt. Job con 
cluded to change the name of his then youngest son from 
John to Ebenezer, thus making circumstances, instead of be 
ing discouraged, thwarted or governed by them. 

Of the fifteen children born to Capt. Peirce and wife, and 
of which eleyen lived to attain their majority, no one gaye 
to these parents such cause of painful anxiety as did this 
their fourth son, by the recklessness of his conduct —the 
martial discipline of the father proving in his case a most 
complete failure, and the inventive mind of the mother giv- 
ing up in despair for lack of another expedient, What 
he desired to do that would he do, though punishment was 
certain to follow. 

He was not intentionally vicious, but his love of fun often 
led him to do serious injury to the victims of his sport 
few specimens of which we will now add to the one already 
given. 

Upon his father’s farm, and at a considerable distance 
from the highway, stood an old house, of which the diamonl 
glass, dilapidated gables and antique finish gaye ample proof 
hah done many long years of service ere 
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“The days when George the Third wai King.” 





This house was said to have once been occupied by a man 
yhosold himself to the devil, and after enjoying the plea- 
gures of such a sin for a season, his master and owner took 
him away ; and when last seen he was being carried by the 
fair of his head in the unyielding hands of the prince of 
darkness, as he went flying through the air high aboye one 
of those fine sheets of water that afterwards gave a name 
fo that locality.* But what had once been a stately resi- 
dence was now the humble dwelling of a common laborer, 
who was for forty years employed by Capt. Job Peirce to 
isis in the duties of an husbandman, and earning barely 
tough to feed and clothe his large and still rapidly imereas- 
ing family, and whose family name, though applied to one 
gfthe most aristocratic streets in New York, has in the Old 
Uolony ever been the synonym of poverty, He was a man 
Whose 


“© Hours in cheerful labor flew, 
Nor envy nor ambition knew.” 


At this house and among these ignorant people the most 
exciting theme for an eyening’s entertainment was stories of 
Witches, wizards, supernatural sights and sounds, in which, 
however, they were not far behind the wealthier and more 
iherally educated of that superstitious age; and when other 
thildren of this boy's years were too frightened to venture 
tlook behind them in the evening, or dare to go to bed in the 
thrk, he gaye boldly out that he was himself & conjuror, 
mid possessing the power of raising the devil, and had half 
Persnaded the mother that such was the fact by pretending 
10 charm a small bird that sat on the high limb of a tree, 
ind telling her he held it by™ he power of incantation, invit- 
el her to throw stones and sticks at it, as she did in a yain 
tilort to make it fly, as it could not do, being securely fas- 
ined to the limb with a string too small for her at that dis- 
finee to discover. This circumstance she related to her 








=a i 
* Tigi part of Middleboro’ set off in 1853, made a new town, and called Lakeville, 
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husband, Downing (for that was his name), who like many 
men of far higher pretensions, grew angry in just the pro- 
portion that he found himself lacking the powers to assion 
a cause for what to him, despite his efforts at reasoning, 
remained a mystery, and henceforth that boy, while in 
Downing’s dwelling, was not allowed to exercise his usual 
freedom of speech, but as soon as he attempted to lead off 
in a story of the marvellous, was brought to a sudden pause 
by Downing’s sharp reproof, ‘Stop that, stop that, I say, or 
fo home. I'll have none of it here.” 

But an opportunity to be revenged upon old Downing and 
frighten Mrs. Downing and the large family of little Down- 
ings out of half the few wits they possessed, ere long 
presented itself and was readily improved by the boy; far 
being in a swampy piece of ground he saw a wounded heron, 
a bird not often seen even then, and this being too seriously 
hurt to fly, was secured and secretly conveyed to the garret 
of Downing’s dwelling, where it was confined in an empty 
barrel having but one head. 

That evening the boy was at Downing’s, and before the 
latter had time to check him, told the family he had now 
made such progress in the black art, that he could, andif 
they desired it, would, call the devil immediately before the 
whole household, in the form of any beast. or bird they 
shonld elect. One child suggested a lion or tiger. ‘ Yes,” 
said he, “ I'll haye him here in either form, and in less than 
five minutes ; but woe to all unbelievers, for he will quickly 
destroy them, and your father will have to die.” Ont, ott 
upon ye,” shouted old Downing as he drove the boy fom 
the room in which they were sitting, and who took refuge 
im that from which the stairs le,. to the garret. 

Downing now resumed his seat, while the children begat ~ 
to gather around the apparently discomfited conjuror, Wid ~ 
softly whispered, “ Geta candle and go with me into the ga 
ret, and I'll raise the devil before your father has time to 
interfere; ” and the boys and girls of that large family 
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wore soon seen standing in a group near the head of the 
shits in Downing’s garret, dimly lighted by a tallow can- 
leone of the oldest girls had procured and held in her 
Td, and all save the conjuror observing strict silence as 
Tehad enjoined upon them to do, while he was performing 
Wwiicantation to bring the evil spirit in a form to astonish 
tither than terrify. 

Taking his position in the middle of the garret, so as to 
find between the spectators and the barrel containing the 
iHooking bird, he with chalk drew a large circle tpon the 
Mor, and this he embellished with figures unintelligible to 
® linself as to every one else, keeping up at the same time a 
bywmuttering, 

While thus engaged, he heard Downing and his wife leaye 
ietoom where they were sitting and come upon the gar- 
Wstars, and stop when high enough to see what he was 
hing, when he suddenly started up and pointing to the roof 
iigher than their heads and behind the group at the top of 
Me stairs, in a yery solemn tone of voice said, “ There 

Hevomes!” when all turned and looked intently in that direc- 

Muto see from what hole, crack or erevice the evil spirit 
MS issuing, at which the boy nimbly turned up the barrel, 

mul the awkward bird came out, when in the same tone he 

aid, “and here he comes!” which brought all eyes in that 

tection to see what few if any of them had ever seen be- 

Me; and none could think how, save by a supernatural 

ieney, it got into their own garret. The girls shrieked, and 

Methat held the candle fell fainting to the floor, and the 

light dropping frém her hand went out, leaving them all in 

Mil dikness, when boys and girls in direful confusion went 

ling and tumbling down stairs, bringing up at the foot in a 
“ip, at the bottom of which, sorely bruised, lay old Down- 
m3 ind wife, 

Tiking advantage of the darkness and confusion, he 
“ighéthe heron and threw it out of the garret window, 


Nid then coming down stairs, asked the company if they 
23% 





Sse 


such to be found near the house, for on being put outof 
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were convinced ; it being plain to see that all were, and 
none more thoroughly than old Downing, for an immediate 
examination of their garret discovered no real bird, noy was 


the window it quickly fled to the forest, and, like Noab’y 
raven, neyer returned. 

Speaking of this circumstance many years after, he said, 
“J could not have blamed wiser people for being frightened, 
that very ill-looking, long-legged, crooked-necked, hump. 
backed heron performed his part so well ; indeed, no amount 
of training could have enabled it to do better, as with lon 
and awkward but slow and apparently measured strides, 
with sorrowful look and solemn air it paced the floor of that 
old Zarret. I was in fact ashamed to think that I, who had 
acted a studied part, was to be thus eclipsed by this untt 
tored bird, and began almost to feel that perhaps it was i 
deed the real devil. But thoughts of the sound thrashing 
I shonld be certain to receive when the Downings told my 
father what I had done, which they were certain to do, as ai” 
excuse for leaving the house they now no longer dared ti 
occupy, steadied my nerves; for nerves that could stand my 
father's chastising rod were too well trained by terrible 
tealities to be greatly disturbed by myths and shadows.” 

The cellar stairs to his father’s honse were of stone, aad 
the passage to the cellar high and broad, and in this roomy 
place, on sundry wooden pegs, their flax, of which they 
taised a large quantity, when ready for spinning, was bung) 
and this boy, as he started one evening with lighted candle. 
in hand to go to the cellar, was told to be very careful, andy 
whatever he did, not to touch the fire to the flax. Had ml" 
caution been given, perhaps all would have gone well; but 
on closing the door and finding himself alone and unseet) 
he stopped short, and looking first at the flax and thea 
the fire, soliloquized, “I neyer saw flax burn} I do not 
know that it will burn. Whoever did see any flax bata 
I do not eyen believe it will bum, and will touch the blag 
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ifthe candle a very little, only just to see if flax will burn ;” 
nd followed the conclusion by the act, when with a fash 
like powder all the flax was on fire, and the results of a 
meat deal of labor speedily consumed —the combined efforts 
af the whole family barely succeeding in saving the house 
from destruction. 

A country lad in his early teens, who had never been con- 
aminuted by the demoralizing influences of the vicious 
wsociations of a city, the many mad-cap adventures of this 
by, of which these are only-cited as specimens, might 
Wil cause his parents anxiously to ask what the end of 
tiese things would be. Fast horses soon became his ruling 
Passion, and owning and driving fast horses led him into 
the company of horse-jockeys, and to trading horses, and as 
jiesult he not only spent all the money that he could earn,* 
bitwas actually in debt some three hundred dollars more 
than he could pay. 

Tis not at all to be wondered at, therefore, that on his 
attaining fo his majority, his father, as he handed him the 
Mllousand dollars (the portion each son of Capt. Job Peirce 
E itceived at the age .of twenty-one), prefaced the act with, 
‘give you this money, not expecting it will do you any 
fod, or be otherwise than wasted, but because yon are 
my son.” He took the money, as the parent continued : 
“You have now arrived at an age when the law supposes 
joucapable, and says you are free to shape your own course 
in life, which by the way you almost always have done, 
Whether capable or not. You are not only free from me, 
Wit I desire to be free from you, and you are informed 
Akt your services on my premises are no longer desired.” 
SSS SSS eee 


~ Capt. Job Peirce used to-allow his boys some opportunity to get iron ore, then 
Philly obtained from the shoal parts of Assawomset Pond, and this they sold at 
tile Rounsevill furnace at East Freetown, and the income thus derived made 
thew gnite well to do for pocket money while in their minovity. He also allowed 
hw the free use of his team ta haul the ore from the shore of the pond to tho fur- 
tnd this son Rbenezer, while thus enjoying his father’s considerate kindness, 


Fisreckless enough 16 drive so as to cause one of the oxen to fall down in the yoke 
A diein the Ton, 
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* As I took the money,” said he many years after, «] 
formed a resolution, one of the best resolutions of my whole 
life, and the beginning of many other good resolutions that 
were absolutely required to enable me to redeem my charm 
ter, and that first resolution was to prove my father, who 
had so confidently predicted the wasting of his gift, to bea 
false prophet. Whatever else I did, the seyen hundred do 
lazs left, after paying the debts I had contracted in non- “Af, 
should never be wasted. I would go hungry, cold a naked, 
if need be, to save that seven hundred dollars ;” and that 
resolution was religiously kept and as strictly performed, 

_ As one of the means of carrying out that resolution, fash 
horses had to be given up, and next the company of jockeys 
and the swapping of horses abandoned, and the subject of 
horses as an uppermost thought banished from the mind, 
A most thorough and Glide reform was at that moment 
commenced and successfully carried on, being the result ob 
that firm resolve to 


“ Govern the passions with absolute sway, 
And grow wiser and better as life wears away.’ 


And thus was he enabled most thoroughly “to put off 
the former conversation, the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and put on the new mat 
which after God is peated in righteousness,” and to bogie 
to “srow in grace” and knowledge. 

In contemplating these facts and circumstances, the Wik 
ter most readily sees why his father put such stress npom 
certain things as he did, and why his early instructions weit) 
what they were. 

“Jt is of no use whatever,” he would say, “ for me to 
try, or your mother, or any body else; or indeed that the 
combined efforts of the whole world should be exerciand in 
your behalf, unless you yourself shall also try.” And he~ 
would continue, “ If you do try you will ultimately sniceaell, 
even though you have little or no assistance, and though the 
world shall oppose. ‘To atfain to any desirable positiom 
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is first to desire it, and then go to work and keep at work 
tithe desire is accomplished.” 
“Bo great was the reform that he was enabled to effect in 
himself, that he not only became deeply interested in for- 
wuding reforms in others, but any person whatever in whom 
ldiscovered the least symptom of a desire to improve his 


jidsecure his aid, his council and encouragement. He was 
jay slow, however, to discoyer one fact, and that was that 
Iepossessed inherently to a great and uncommon degree 
Wie qualities that Insure success; that though most others 
mght discover as great desire as himself, very few possessed 
tithe of his decision of character. 

fome one once said that the road to hell was paved with 
fod resolutions, but of course these must haye been bro- 
Kin resolutions ; and in looking for the fruits of the reso- 
litins of very many whom he sought to aid and encourage, 
Iemust have been reminded that it was no new thing under 
Nesun for seed to fall on * stony places, where they had 
hohiouch earth, and forthwith they sprung up because they 
Pid no deepness of earth, and when the sun was up they 
Nee scorched, and because they had no root withered away.” 

Hiimibeth Rounseyill, the wife of Capt. Job Peirce, died 
fen the son Ebenezer was a little more than fifteen years 
Mi, and before he had given any promise of or taken the 
iit steps in that great reform already noticed. 

Her sickness, though exceedingly distressing and soon 
Bling in death, did not deprive her of the free use of her 
uses and full control of the faculties of her mind. Twelve 
> eh, ranging in their ages from twenty-eight years to two 
mus énd two. months, were brought together to bid their 
Meta last farewell, to receive her parting advice, her dying 
Hsing, and one by one, as called by her distinctly by name, 
Moped to the bedside and received her hand, while with a 
tla élear voice she performed to them what she deemed to 
““nother’s last sad duty. From the oldest to the young- 


Miler condition was certain to enlist his ardent sympathy 
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terrible fact could not be mistaken that it was especially 
intended. 

* That silent and worse than spoken reproof,” said he, 
* T carried like a dagger in my heart, for I had always love 
my mother, despite the trouble I had caused her, and i 
years after I could never think of this without such suffer 
ing as it is difficult to express.” 

She evidently felt that her duty towards him had alzealy 
been done, and if the line upon line she had laid dowai 
his duty, and the precept upon precept that had thus ti 
seemed to have been wasted, were still to be ignored, frat 
less would be words uttered even by one just entering tht 
regions of the dead. But what remarkable self-control mal 
that have been to enable a dying mother at such a iyiip 
moment so to rule her sympathies and thus to subject all ti 
the government of reason, and by her action express wil 
the emphasis of seyen-fold thunder, “ it is finished!” 


amount of patience, but ever to have regarded them a8 1 
mitigated and wholly unnecessary annoyances, aggraval Ons 
and troubles. 

What especially displeased the truly devotional old mi 
was the levity with which this son treated sacred thingsi 
though he was a thorough belieyer in the use of them 
and showed his faith therein by his works, he did not apy 
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fin # passion, or as a means of venting angry feelings, 
Dut'the frequency of occasion for its use upon this son, with 
fle apparently useless results of its application, must haye 
Ween to him a constant, long and very serious cause of anx- 
jy and trouble. 

Nowonder, then, that the parent sometimes appeared to 
Wi hastily, and possibly did, and that he who Was sO con- 
dattly provoking chastisement should sometimes receive an 
deserved blow. 

The old church edifice where, during many years in sum- 
mis heat and winter’s cold, Capt Job Peirce with his fami- 
WWere'so punctual in their attendance at meeting on Sun- 
iis, Was situated several miles from his dwelling, and re- 
Wied them to travel over a road none of the best even 
lim, and to climb one long steep hill. Carriages were 
thost unknown, and one of the two horses Capt. Peirce 
Mt was always used for himself in a saddle and his wife 
Ma pillion behind him, to ride to church on Sunday, the 
Mile carrying one of the youngest children in her lap. The 
ihe horse was ridden by two of the eldest danghters, one 
Miside-saddle and the other on a pillion, and the rest of 
Mt household, consisting of boys, girls and nesro servants, 
iiged on foot, * In the sultry, dusty heat of summer,” 
Mmy father, “I felt excessively wearied with this Sab- 
ht day's journey, and on arriving at the church would 
milly haye Sought ‘nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep.’ 
Std ag T Sat, sat still, as we children were required to do, 
Mistened to that long, monotonous and prosy sermon, as 
ilesvored to do, it was almost impossible to drive sleep 
UY eyes or slumber from my eyelids. Once, in spite 
eayself, T fell asleep, and as I slept I dreamed, and being 
D weary to dream a pleasant and agreeable dream, I dream- 
Sle to me very unpleasant, disagreeable and horrible. 
May T wag struggling desperately but vainly as I thought, 

c very jaws of impending death, I cried for help, cried 
») 48 One can cry that cries for his life, and the loud sono- 


' 
tt 
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rous shout that I gave vent to, echoed and reéchoed from 
naye to ceiling, completely drowning in its volume and for 
that issuing from under the sounding board, and for the 
first time probably during that religious exercise, fits 
roughly awakening the entire congregation ; for saints cont 
pletely at ease in Zion, and sinners sleeping under thee 
scription of a Calvinistic hell, were all suddenly on the alert, 
and as fully aroused as if Gabriel’s shrill trumpet, blast hal 
sounded, ‘Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead,’ ” 

But he was quickly brought to realize that there are othe}, 
if not indeed “ more things in earth than are dreamed of,’ 
for before he had time to open his eyes or shut his mouth, 
a heayy slap on the face from his father’s flat hand seu him 
reeling almost off his seat. 
- As has been remarked on page 140 of this book, Oy 


early riser; and it was his practice not only to be wp betore 
the sun, but at least half an hour earlier than any ollie 
member of his family, that thirty minutes might be dev 
to meditation and secret prayer; and thus for about halt 
century did he practically say, 
** Lord, in the morning thou shalt hear 

My voice ascending high ; 

To thee I will direct my prayer, 

To thee lift up mine eye. 


“Thus till my last expiring day 
Tl bless my God and King ; 
Thus will I lift my hands te pray, 
And tune wy lips to sing.” 

As the writer has contemplated the life and chavactéh . 
that worthy patriot, that veteran in the army of the 4a 
he has felt that of a truth “The steps of a good mat 
ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in his way. hot 
he fall he shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lowa 
holdeth him in his hand.” ry. 

And as I haye reflected on the remarkable succes? © 
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of his large family, the singular good fortune attending 
tliem, I have felt the force of that declaration of the Psalm- 
ati “I have been young and now am old, yet have I not 
wen the nghteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread.” 
Added to this practice of secret prayer, Capt. Job Peirce 
aead the Bible to and prayed: with his entire household ; wife, 
thildren, servants, white and black, bond* and free, and the 
itanger within his gates, all were called together to hear 
the same word, to supplicate at one family altar. 

Itwas upon one of these occasions that all were hushed 
insilence, attentively listening to the old gentleman as he 
meid ftom the second chapter of the Book of Job and sey- 
with verse : 

*So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord and 
mote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 


‘ ” 
own. 


Ih the old-fashioned type of the Bible he was using, the 
Hid f were so near alike that one might be taken for the 
ohier, and Capt. Job was not a good reader at the best: and 
listead of “sore boils” he read four balls ; when from 
Me boy Ebenezer came a quick response — showing that he 
Mist have been rigidly attentive and also that he had detect- 
A the error —* That was a devil of a shot !” 

Such characteristics Im a son, one can most readily see,, 
Wild be extremely distasteful to such a man as Capt. Job 
itve, but to whom it was reserved to live to see a marked. 
Mange and happy reform. At the age of twenty-one years,, 
the young man, as has been noticed, commenced that reform, 
iim only one particular, however, viz., that of saving his 
uty, ‘Chis, however, was, from necessity, the parent of 
eitt equally desirable reforms, and without which that 
Mild not be successfully carried out. 

: But all the necessary reforms were not effected at once. 
Hs World was not made in a day, nor were the many things 


- Heownea two slaves, 


Hi Nos amale and afemale, at the time slavery was abolished 
> Hésolinsetts, One of i 
24. 


these, though set free, continued with him through life, 
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necessary to constitute a complete world commenced the 
same day. He had many evils yet to combat, and wisely 
decided to meet them singly; and hence, to tell the whole 
truth, there were yet in his life unpleasant circumstances fo 
contemplate, disagreeable facts to record. 
On finding himself a man in years, and free, and that be 
was free to suffer as well as to act for himself, he sought 
and found employment in the store of his brother, Major 
Leyi Peirce, only eighteen months his senior; but this ofl 
gagement, as might have been expected, was of short dum 
tion ; for the junior had not suffered enough yet —had not 
tried his hand at enough of the needed reforms, or indeed 
learned sufficiently from unhappy experience what all thes? 
reforms were. 
Tt was not strange, therefore, to find his still untutored 
mind at that time to have run as it did in this chamel—*T 
had slept with, played with, worked, raced, quarrelled, 
fought and made up with this brother, from infancy, Af 
table we had ever been seated together, and in ently 
childhood ate soup from the same dish. We had always 
attended the same church, and were taught to observe and 
reverence the same illiberal Calvinistic creed, and worship 
the same nondescript God (he being, as they said, three, aud 
still at the same time only one), and sometimes simultaneously 
appearing in the sanctuary wearing the same pair of Sunday 
breeches. In being born, an act for which others welt 
mainly responsible, I had broken Levi's nose by causing hii 
to be weaned that I might succeed him in monopolizing 
mother’s chief attention and receiving her sweetest kiss) 
together with that enviable and out-of-heayen mmequall 
seat of safety and satisfaction, mother’s lap. 
“To look up to and render that obedience due from ml 
to him in our new positions, was entirely out of the 4 
tion; for if the high and holy office of a prophet of 
eternal God gains for one no honor in his own cowmity ™ 


among his own kin, how could I, who had ever till now # 
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my brother's equal, at once demean myself as his faithful 
aud bumble servant?” 
5 His brother, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., next offered to take 
jim, take him on trial, and he accordingly went to Assonet 
Village in Freetown, where after serving awhile as a clerk, 
ligasked that brother what compensation he would allow, 
md was flatly told, nothing whatever beyond his board, with 
the humiliating addition, “father says even that is move 
lt you were ever worth to him.” ‘Then I will serve for 
that,” was his ready reply; and as he told me many years 
aiter, “ I resolyed to serve him well, and for the next twelye 
months allowed no opportunity to make myself useful to 
him or his interest to go unimproved.” The year 1797 had 
mwarriyed, and Ebenezer Peirce had attained to the age 
i twenty-two years, and accomplished the year of service 
tit which his board was to be his compensation, and his 
bother calling him aside, said, ‘‘ The term of your engage- 
ment has expired; you have done well, I am happy to say, 
Wey well.” “Yes,” replied he, “you are no more fully 
eof that than myself. I meant to do well, and know 
lat Ihave.” His brother continued: “If you will remain 
ih me another year I will pay you something beyond your 
Noard bill.” “Yes,” said my father, “if I remain with 
Wm another year you will have to pay me for my services, 
id T have already made up in my mind what the amount 
0 that compensation will be; and,” continued he, ‘last 
Jer you made the whole bargain; this year I shall make 
Apart of it.” ; 
the price that he demanded was a very large one for those 
ks, and his brother had no sooner demurred than he said 
{uickdy, “No words need be wasted, no time lost in decid- 
me Iflam employed at all, that is the price, and now is 
se only Opportunity.” *‘* Then you will be engaged now,” 
uid the elder, “for even at that price I cannot afford to 
spense with the assistance you render,” 
To faily comprehend and understand how so great a 
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change and so much improvement could have been made 
in so short a time, one must take into consideration the fact 
that the person of whom we are speaking was in the pring 
of early manhood, with sound health, an iron comnstili- 
tion, indefatigable energy, and possessing an unyielding, 
indomitable will. He was not of that yacillating type of 
mind and character that “resolves and re-resolves, yet’ dies 
the same,” but the farthest possible from it. With him, 
resolye to do, wasto do; and no amount of discouragement 
would cause him to abandon the project on which bis mind 
had once become fixed. As an illustration of the extentof 
this principle in his character, we will cite only a single 
circumstance of the scores that could be presented. 

Among the frequenters at the store where he was em 
ployed, was a man who, sitting by the fire, would make we 
of yulgar expressions and bandy obscene jokes with hw 
comrades while lady customers were making purchases at 
the counter. Seeking a proper opportunity, when no one 
else was present, Ebenezer Peirce told this man that at the 
next repetition of that offence he would give him a sevelt 
cow-hiding, At the first opportunity this man did repeat 
the offence with more aggravation than ever before, and the 
store had no sooner been cleared of the lady customers the 
present, than he took down a raw-hide and gave the mani 
most unmerciful beating; and the latter, terribly lacerated, 
made his way to a lawyer's office, where on showing. hii 
wounds he obtained abundant sympathy from the bystanl 
exs, and a warrant from the Justice for the apprehension 0 
him who in the eyes of the law had committed an aggramit 
ed assault and battery. Seeing the warrant put ito the 
hands of a sheriff, the man, encouraged by the abundant 
sympathy his bruised back had enlisted in his behalf, @ 
gether with the general denunciation of the act, went hack 
~o the store to enjoy his triumph in seeing the arrest made i 
and unfortunately for himself, arrived there before the she 
and still move unfortunately told my father what ho hi 
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done, and that in a few moments he would as a criminal 
Ynd himself in the hands of the officers of the law, and 
jwould have to pay dear for the personal injuries he had in- 
ficted. But the triumph was of short duration, for seizing 
wigim the dreaded raw-hide, he dashed upon him with the 
fity of a demon, fully satisfying the man that he was really 
ti earnest when he said, “‘ I much prefer answering for the 
‘rime of whipping you to death.” “ Don’t strike me again!” 
shouted the man ; “don’t strike me again, and I will pay 
jour fine and all the costs.” The whip was immediately 
ling up, the arrest submitted to, the trial held, fine and 
(sts imposed, which my father promptly paid, and had no 
spner received his discharge than he was reimbursed from 
the pocket of the complainant, who had got a severe thrash- 
ig and paid the fine and all the legal costs of the trans- 
‘tgtion. 

_ The power possessed or the position occupied by a person 
tail little or no effect to deter Ebenezer Peirce, as the then 
wealthy and subsequently wealthiest man in Freetown once 
Tound, to his cost; for going into the store he engaged with 
the former in an angry discussion, and in an impudent 
ini overbearing manner give Peirce the lie; but had hardly 
time to articulate that short offensive word, when the heavy 
shoke of a strong oak yard-stick upon his head nearly felled 
lim to the floor. 

Another year’s service in the capacity of a clerk was per- 
formed ; and this second year’s experience, added to his 
Mnabated zeal, had so increased his ability for usefulness, 
that his brother (Capt. Job Peirce, Jr.) proposed to dissolye 
Tis pattnership with Mr. Josiah Paddock and promote Eben- 
MerPeirce from clerk to a partner, which was early in the 
Yar 1798 accordingly done, 

As the writer of this family history was not so penmy-wise 
nd pound-foolish as to sell his father’s old account books 
f then Paper stock brought an exorbitant price, as it did dur- 
MNS the late war of the rebellion, those depositories of facts, 
4+ 
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of which the written evidence is now nowhere else to be 
found, are in his possession, and consulted to prove op 
disproye traditions pertaining to such facts that were 
communicated to him in childhood. From Day Book No, 
1, I learn that their business as partners commenced Apri] 
20, 1798; at least, that is the date of the first charges, and 
in that book they are continued to and include August 13, 
1798—the latter date being upon next to the last papeof 
that book, and on turning over to the last page find the fol 
lowing : — 
** My goods are gone I know not where, 
Tarn back these leaves and learn it there ; 


Friend Debtors all, whoe'er you be, come pay the former score, 
‘Or else my goods shall here remain and you shal! have no more.” 


_ This partnership formed with his brother Capt. Job Petre, 
Jr. in 1798, was ended at the death of the latter, Sept, 22, 
1805, and must therefore have continued about, seven aul 
a half years, and then for a time probably Ebenezer Peirce 
carried on business alone. 

Fagly in 1809* he formed a , partnership in trade with 
Major Joseph Weayer (a brother of his wife), and they 
built and for a.time occupied the large store standing 
on the north- -east’ corner at Assonet Four Corners, and now 
known as “Old Post-Office.” This partnership, like the 
former, was broken up by death. Major Joseph Weaver 
deceased Dec. 26, 1814. 

We next find Ebenezer Peirce associated and carrying 0 
business with Robert Strobridge and Hercules Cushman, 
Esqrs., and at.a later period in company with George Pide 
ens, under the name of Peirce & Pickens. 














* The firat charges on the books of that firm were under date of Monday, May li 
1309. ‘The last charge that appears in the hand-writing of Major Joseph Waitt 
was under date of Thursday, Dec. 8, 1814; thus showing that his last sicknes W* 
of short duration, as he died on the 26th of that month. 

+ For eyidence of the dates at which these partnerships existed, the wiiter isinr 
debted to the Justice Court Record of his grandfather, the Inte Col. Basjaall 
Weaver, before whom they brought.actions for the collection of debta. 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SOLD POStT-OFrFIcE (SO CALLED), AND ANCIEWT 
FIOUSE IN FREETOWN. 
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But his business days were comparatively oyer, eyen when 
amyng on trade with Major Joseph Weaver, for we find 
him to have removed with his family to Middleboro’, and 
spent the season from Feb. 24 to Noy, 5, 1813,* on the farm 
Where he was born; and his personal attention, therefore, 
towd not, during that time at least, have been given toa 
sore in Freetown. Indeed I have good reason for beliey- 
ing that he did very little business and added scarcely any- 
thing to his property after the spring of 1807—the causes 
of which will be noticed in their proper place. With his 
family he also spent another summer at the home of his 
tildhood not far from 1813— probably a year or two be- 
fore, but the precise date is not in the writer’s possession. 

As amember of the firm of Peirce, Strobridge & Cush- 
min, Ebenezer Peirce probably realized less profit than 
while a partner with Major Joseph Weaver, for the general 
iecine of business at Assonet Village in Freetown —a de- 
(line ever noticeable after 1808—must then have been 
quite seriously felt.t His business connection with George 
fickens resulted in loss to him instead of profit. 

The embargo that preceded the war of 1812, together 
mith the effects of that war, bore heavily upon the ship-build- 
fs and yessel-owners of Freetown, some of whom were 
diced to make yery disastrous failures, thereby seriously 
injuring others who managed with great difficulty to stem 
tle adverse tide. 

Those who were in a condition to go on when business 
tyiyed, as it did after that war, found that not only the best 
Ininearly all the ship timber that grew in the forests of 
Freetown. had already been used, and many years would be 


. Tor theso dates Iam indebted to the record of the facts of moving ta and from 
Middlsbora’, made by my father in his almanac for the year 1813. I am fortunate 
tiongh to possess the almanacs of my father and maternal prandfather, Col. Benja- 
a and these together caver a series of about one hundred consecutive 
v 


ne etadual decling in business at Assonet Village continued for about half a 
Cantiry,. 
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required to renew such a growth, and the cord wood way 
beginning to be scarce. While the forest lands yielded tm 
ber and fire wood, the farms to which these lands belonged 
were poorly cultivated —it was so much easier to obtain 
money from the sale of these articles than from the products 
of husbandry, and the clearings actually grew poorer from 
neglect and bad management. 

When, therefore, their wood and timber were exhausted, 
the land-holders in many instances found themselves dest) 
tute of all the real income they had ever enjoyed, and to 
attempt to gain a livelihood from their impoverished plow. 
lands was indeed discouraging. 

Besides this, many of the hardy yeomanry of Freetown 
had acquired bad habits — not only the habit of drinking 
ardent spirits to excess, which was encouraged by frequent 
ly meeting together at Assonet Village to dispose of their 
lumber, but the habit of spending more than their income, 
and on settling their long out-standing accounts with the 
store-keepers many found the balance against them so large. 
as to be obliged to mortgage their real estate to secure the 
payment. 

Trade at the Village under these discouraging circum- 
stances must of course have become lessened, and there wert 
still other causes,* out-side causes,t+ that drew away the 
trade of that place and directed it through other channels) 








* The manufacturing interests that aprung up and were so suocesstully carried da 
in Massachusetts soon after the close of the war of 1812, would haye supplied ie 
plaee of those branches of business a¢ Freetown then beginning to fail, but anion: 
nately the mill privileges were then owned by persons who, like the dog in the my 
ger, would neither ayail themselves of the benefit nor sell to those who would. 

} The water privileges on the stream called *‘the fall river,?’ eight miles south 
of Assonet Village in Freetown, and which, until 1803, had been within the tow 
of Freetown, began now to be employed by cotton and woolen manufacturers, from 
which a business was built up that eansed Fall River Village, then consisting 
only eleyen houses, speedily to outstrip ita neighboring and much larger village 
Assonet, and eve long ta become a city, taking from Assonet not only its trade bu 
many of ite inhabitants, and leading those of most common-place ability to digcorety 
and all to exclaim, ‘* Oh Assonet, thow hast destroyed thyself! "7 
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Gul during the life-time of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., no one 
of this combination of untoward circumstances had begun 
fo develope itself, and he and his brother Ebenezer, there- 
fue, during their partnership in trade realized a prosperity 
never in Assonet attained before or equalled since. 

Ebenezer Peirce was probably never the equal of Capt. 
fob Peirce, Jr., as a salesman, but as a purchaser his supe- 
tir. “ Goods well bought are half sold,” said Ebenezer; 
tnd his smgular and remarkable adroitness in buying great 
bargains in New York and Boston enabled them to offer 
foods at so low a price at their counter in Freetown, as to 
midersell other retailers, and yet realize a handsome profit. 
_Hbenezer Peirce was considerably interested in nayiga- 
fon, both while a partner in trade with his brother and after- 
witds. They, in company with Ephraim Winslow, Esq., 
Init ship at Assonet that was completed early in 1805, 
md sold to Bourne, Russell & Wardwell, of Bristol, R. I. 
This ship was called the “Governor Bradford,” and was 
Iitnched from the ship-yard near the Tisdale House, on 
Water Street, 

‘Ebenezer Peirce and his brother Capt. Job, Jr., in or 
about 1802 built the brig “‘ Jefferson,” in a yard upon the 
tsterly side of Assonet river, not far from the south stone 
Indge in Assonet Village. This yessel was put into the 
West India trade, and Aaron Dean employed as master. 
They also built, in 1803, the sloop “ Olive,” but at what 
‘potis not now known. They also owned a sloop called 
ile “Triton,” Joseph Dean master, that was sold to Rev. 
Divid A. Leonard. Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., at his decease 
Wis (a3 appears from the inventory of his personal property) 
Pittowner of the schooner “ Dolphin,” in which probably 
—nezer also had an interest, but the evidence is not clear. 
OF this schooner, Seth Chase was master. 

Ebenezer Peirce, after the death of his brother, Capt. Job 
“tltee, Jv., continued to build vessels at the yard on the 
terly side of Assonet river, and not far from the south 
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bridge, and there were launched the following :—An heymae 
phrodite brig called the “‘ Governor Hopkins,” sold at Pry 
vidence. A large sloop called the “Unicorn,” of which 
George C. Briggs was some time master. This vessel in 
1809 brought to Assonet, from the Penobscot river in Maine, 
a cargo of lumber that was used in building the Congrega 
tional meeting-house in that village, and this was probably 
the first eastern lumber used in that town. Sloop Amey” 
(named for his wife’s mother or sister), used as a coasting 
vessel, and finally sold at Warren, R.I. Of this vessel 
James Burr was for a time the master. Sloop “ Mercator” 
was first put into the Georgia trade, with Ichabod Mason 
as master, and afterwards sold in Warren, R.I. Sloop 
Aliph,” named for a young lady whose acquaintance be 
gained while on a visit to North Carolina in or about 1794 
The Aliph may have been built in another ship yard, and 
was launched during the life-time of Capt. Job Peirce, Jy, 
and he probably was part owner. Sloop ‘ Ruth,” built 
near the late residence of Allen Chase (No, 473), and 
Jaunched across the street, went to sea, and was lost with het 
entire crew. Of the Ruth, George Pickens was part owtth 

Ebenezer Peirce also appears with his brother Job anil 
Daniel Douglas, Sen., to have been owner of the sloops 
“‘ Argus” and ‘“ Sea Flower.” 

Unlike his father, uncles aud brothers, Ebenezer Peit® 
appears never to have had any taste for military operatiomty 
and neyer held any office in the militia higher than Sergoall 
or Corporal ; one of these appointments, as he once told i 
writer, haying been conferred upon him while in his mindtr 
ty, and in the second company of local militia in Middle’ 
boro’, then commanded by Capt. George Vaughan. = 

Indeed, he admitted that ever before making a professil 
of religion it was his study to get rid of doing military duty 
But with that change in his sentiments, and improvel 
in his daily walk, life and conversation, he said came 
conclusion that it was morally and religionsly his duiy™ 
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“ubmit to the requirements of the militia law, and with no 
‘lesire whatever for promotion, and no love for the busi- 
‘yess, he sought to obey strictly and punctually, both in spirit 
qui according to the letter, all orders of his superior officers, 
Jane careful to arrive on parade in good season, and obey 
Dyith alacrity while there, and never evince any hurry to 
nye the duties ended. 

This was very different from his conduct a short time be- 
tue, for Capt. Charles Strange,* as commanding officer of 
lie first company of the local militia in Freetown, had issu- 
ian order to Ebenezer Peirce, directing him to warn and 
wie the legal notice to a large part of that company, requir- 
ug them to appear at a muster of the Regiment near Smith’s 
thls, in Dartmouth. To fail to appear after being legally ~ 
Mimed, subjected the person to the payment of a fine of 
fir dollars, and neglect on the part of the warning officer 
give the legal notice was punishable with a fne of 
fventy dollars. Instead of warning a single member of the 
inipany, he ascertained how many would help him pay his 
me;and asa result only the few members some other per- 
Wnshad been directed to warn, were notified or appeared. 
(On the Gth day of April, 1801, Ebenezer Peirce was 
heoted Town Clerk of Freetown, and served in that office 
lit year, and was succeeded by his brother Capt. J, ob, 
Apul 5, 1802, who served but one year, when Ebenezer 
Mis reelected April 4th, 1803, April 2d, 1804, and April 
#1805, and served the town in the capacity of clerk three 
tore Years successively, or four years in the whole. 

“liwas while his brother held the office of clerk, viz., Feb. 
15, 1803, that the town of. Freetown was divided, and the 
Sutherly part set off and incorporated as a town, and called 


Ol the first foot company in the local militia of Freetown Chavles Strange was 
yomesiined Captain, June 23, 1792; resigned 1799. John Wilkinson was his 
int,and Oliver Grinnell Wnsign. George Claghorn, of Dartmouth, was 
7, of the Regiment; Robert Karle, of Westport, Lieut. Colowel; Sylvester 
Will, Major, and John Spooner, Adjutant, 


288 THE PEIROH FAMILY. 































* Troy,” afterwards changed to Fall Riyer.*  Preetown 
was still large enough to claim the privilege of sending two 
representatives yearly to the General Court, and accone 
ingly on the 2d day of May, 1808, Rev. Wilham Rounse- 
vill? and Ebenezer Peirce were elected ; and the latter, with 
Nathaniel Morton, Esq., was chosen to represent that town 
in 1824. 

Ebenezer Peirce was also chosen and served as one of the 
auditors of the town’s accounts for nineteen years, and on 
the 20th of February, 1808, Governor James Sullivan com 
ferred upon him the appointment of a Justice of Peace for 
Bristol County, that commission being renewed by Goyer 
nor Caleb Strong, Jan. 31, 1815; by Gov. J. Brooks, Jan. 
22, 1822; by Goy. Levi Lincoln; Jan. 14, 1829; by Lieut 
Goy. Samuel T. Armstrong, Dec. 18, 1835, and by Gav 
John Davis, Sept. 29, 1842. It was before the expiration 
of the last named renewal of that commission (viz. Jan. 6) 
1845) that Ebenezer Peirce died, and thus it appears that 
he seryed nearly thirty-seven years asa Justice of the Penet 
of the forty-two years for which he was commissioned. 

Ebenezer Peirce, Esq., as shown by his Justice Recon) 
united in marriage one hundred and fourteen couple, or fa 
hundred and twenty-six persons. Some were married matt 
than once, or the number would of course haye been twa 
hundred and twenty-eight persons. 


= 
jgth 





* The cause of this division of the town is said to have been that the Tederal 
at the sontl end hoped to get a town in which they could carry a majorly of Mie 
votes; but singulayly enough, Capt. Jonathan Brownell, a Republican, wn ie 
sen the first representative of that town to the State Legislature, and he was rocleuh 
ed in 1805-07. He had been a Rhode Island officer in the continental army- 

+ Rey. William Roungevill, a son of Capt. Leyi Rounseyill and wile 
Howland, was b. in 1769; died Noy. 13, 1816. He was a cousin of Ibanczer 
the mother of the latter being a sister of Capt. Levi Rounseyill, Rev- 
Rounsevill was commissioned a Justice of the Peace for Bristol County, Yeh 
1908, and elected to represent the town of Freetown in the General Court #or™ 
consecutive years, was one of the general school committee four years, and 
of town accounts one year. He was grandfather to Rev. William K, 2% 
Boston. 

{ He generally made the bride a present of the marriage fee, and hota 
before his death got up froma sick bed to unite a couple in wedlock. The 
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Ebenezer Peirce was drawn and served as a Grand Jury- 
mim for the town of Freetown in 1803, and as Petit J ury- 
init as often as he was eligible by law to serve, until he 
itd veached his 67th year and his health had become seri- 
wisly impaired by the disorder that finally caused his death, 
On page 277 of this book we had occasion to notice a 
atiorm in the character of the subject of this memoir, and 
qhuracterized it as the beginning of several other much 
tecded reforms, But before we go further, it seems neces- 
muy, fo a proper understanding of the case, to notice one 
tumstance, viz., the erection of the Pond Mecting-house, 
Woalled, in Middleboro’, now Lakeyille.* 

To build that place of worship by the few that did build 
ijand at the time it was built, was attended with consider- 
Wlelabor and sacrifice, and Capt. Job Peirce, Sen., was 
mong those upon whom this labor and expense fell most 
ig ily. 

Now it is a well authenticated tradition, that Ebenezer. 
Taree (No. 191), who at that date was in the height of 
owing his wild oats, and had neither given evidence to 

Mets or even claimed for himself to have seriously contem- 


> 





iplon that the writer ever heard of, and the only time when the bride did nok 
4 the eo, was in the case of the marriage of a man who was very well to do in life, 
Wibtoriously penurions ; and the Justice had learned that the lady’s choice was 
lave the ceremony performed by Rey. Thomas Andros, but as the minister would 
Php the tes, the Justice was employed ; and being certain, as the groom thought, 
' git back again, he gave ten dollars for the service, when the legal tee was 
We dollar and fifty cents, and had the chagrin to see the Justice present the 
nthe minister (who was among the guests) instead of the brido. 
) Nite well aware that this is caloulated to toush many of the associates, 
eimintnnces and friends of Ebenezer Peiree in a very tende place. But truth is 
Rhy and ought to prevail ; and the writer firmly belieyes it will ultimately pre- 
Mm Atany rate, he will not be gnilty of knowingly stating what isnot true. He 
uniting this account of his family as he could wish that it had been, butas 
to believe it veally was. 

nit House was raised yery near the time he attained to his majority, which 
~s Whoo he said the first thought of reform occurred to his mind. To Gat and 
of Wie luge timber used in the constrnction of the frame, a preat part of which 
it othe * Peter lot’ of his father’s farm, and raft the same across the pond, bad 

’ be dome hefore raising, and he told the writer some of that labor was done 
Mi lie Was ninoteon, or two years before, 
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plated or desired to make any reform, was mevertholess 
extremely liberal both in his time and means, and labora 
assiduously to assist in that work, thus showing conclusively 
that this kind of public spirit, was not wholly, if indeed it 
could in truth be said to be at all the result of a ‘change 
of heart” that he was afterwards said to have experienced, 

We cannot perhaps better illustrate what we would ex 
press than by reciting a circumstance in the life of Rey, 
Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, who was very successful in plant 
ing churches of his faith and order. Many of these churelies 
flourished, while atleast one did not; and in speaking of 
that church, the eccentric old man said that “ the timber in 
that neighborhood was too poor of which to construct @ 
church” —thus virtually admitting that good Christians 
must be made of good men and good women, those who ara 
or were good naturally. Our own observation has taught 
us, as we haye seen how many and particularly who male 
such shipwreck of the faith that is said to have been deliver- 
ed to the saints, that if Ebenezer Peirce in subsequent life 
made a remarkably good Christian, it was because he wis 
when divested of the foibles of youth, so good aman. hab 
a very great change was realized in him, a remarkable change 
for the better, no one acquainted with his youth and 
eatly manhood, and that witnessed his after life, will pre 
tend to deny; nor does the writer desire to deny that, well 
established fact, but he does desire to disabuse the 
minds of those who impute all his zeal, self-sacrifice and moral 
improvement in after life to a change that he is said to bave 
experienced durimg the great religious excitement at, Ass 
net in 1807, for reforms were by him diligently sought anter 
and attained to, as he told the writer, from the time that ue 
reached his majority, or at least nine years prior to 1807 
and he undoubtedly was a very different man, even befor 
making a profession of religion in 1807, from what he wi 
at the age of twenty-one years in 1796, and that differen 
was the result of his nine years’ efforts at moral imple™ 
ments. and: reform. 
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To use Elder Hix’s expression, “the timber” of which 
Thenezer Peirce was made was not “ too poor” of which 
‘fo construct” a most exemplary Christian, as it did; but it 
Tad been like a tree in its native forest, and before it could 
We made useful; required to be cut down, hewn, straightened 
id squared by the line of righteousness and the plummet of 
froth. 

Gat what man of reason and common sense, seeking for 
Apicce of strong and durable timber, selects white birch or 
tob-pine because the dimensions of the tree are sufficient for 
msuited to his use? The sculptor doubtless can as readily 
‘4ee.a statue in mud as in marble; and the labor to fashion 
theform of a man is much less when applied to mud than 
mitble. But what are the results? In which would the 
fine and toil be most profitably expended ? 
The writer is most decidedly of the opinion that the culti- 
(iion in the heart and mind of Ebenezer Peirce that ren- 
aed him so conspicuous in the religious world, was the 
Welt of long and well-directed efforts on his part; that he 
iid veally “ grow in grace,” and did not roll in, fall in, pray 
ih, jump in, or tumble in, to goodness or godliness, or attain 
80 great and desirable an end through the special inter- 
Whtion of any supernatural agency, or any hocus pocus 
‘nexplicable arrangement. 

Not long after entering the employ of his brother at Asso- 
iki, the attention of Ebenezer Peirce was directed fo a little 
dnl of only ten summers, who with her brother of eight 
Jus was frequently at play upon their father’s grounds in 
th Village as he passed; and from casually observing her 
ery curly head of rich brown hair, her sprightliness and 
ligula activity, her never-failine good humor and kindliness 
Wmanner, and face lighted up with a sunny smile, he came 
Wnotice the order and system with which she conducted her 
)eitions ; and as straws show which way the wind is 
Jowing, so do what are deemed the merest trifles in life 
Amish true indexes to character, particularly in children, 
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Thus when he saw the neatness with which she kept her 
doll, the care she had of her own dress, and the positive. 
manner in which she laid it down as a rule never to be bro 
ken, that after baking one batch of mud pies another batch 
must not be baked in the same clam shells ‘until the shells 
are washed; and when he noticed, as undoubtedly he did, 
that the pendals of her gold ear-rings were gone, and asking 
the reason, was told that the little ducks had eaten ont anil 
swallowed down the gold pendals, for “I laid down on the 
clean grass, and the little ducks — Oh how I do love: little 
ducks, little chickens, little pigs, little children, little every: 
thing — the little ducks put their flat bills under my neck 
and into my hair, and took my ear-rings into their months 
and tore out the pendals. But the ducks were taking a 
much comfort I could not drive them away, even if they hal 
been tearing the rings from my ears.” 

In this brief summary the young man discovered the tnie 
points of that child’s character, an epitome of what it would 
require volumes to record. 

But here was truly great disparity in ages, if the two wert 
to be yiewed in the light of marriage. For a young man 
of twenty-one to fall in love with a child of ten, and serious 
ly think of marrying her — waiting until she should amie 
at a marriageable age — was, in the light of ordinary reaso, 
simply preposterous. Yet such was undoubtedly the fark: 
He had indeed fallen in love with the child’s truly loveable 
character, and could discoyer nothing repulsive in her per 
son, and wisely resolved to marry her if he could, and wal 
until her age and attainments made marriage a proper att 
on her part. 

Almost seven long years did he wait, while the idol of lis 
heart was attending the best schools* that the country thal 
* Ornamental needle work was then taught to young ladiea in our sclisle al 
there are eome epecimens of such work that show her to have beem mnusliily 
skilful. She was a scholar in the Academy then tanght by Rey, Mv. Chaddnain, a 


Rochester, Mass. Marcus Morton, afterwards Governor of the State, was a pupil 
that institution at the same time. 
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gitorded, and making good proficiency in her studies, both 
qseful and ornamental, 

She yas now nearly seventeen, and becoming every day 
more interesting. Well may her father feel proud of his 
test daughter. She was truly a lovely and loveable 
woman; but the old gentleman’s standard of goodness 
fd greatness was fixed very high, and it was not enough 
forhim that his children should simply excel. No, they 
must greatly excel; and what she had already done was to 
hiy mind only the beginning of a yast deal more that she was 
tipable of doing and by studious application of acquiring. 
Several years’ more study on her part, several years’ more 
devotion to books, must. intervene before matrimony shall 
“ome. to be seriously considered, is the deliberate conclusion 
tt her father, 

With her mother the matter stands in a somewhat differ- 
titlight. She, poor woman, a victim to that fell destroyer, 
tousumption, already stands on the verge of the grave, and 
Miuld like to see her daughter settled in life before starting 
pon that journey from whose bourne no traveller returns. 
Hlehas studied the character of the man who offers him- 
MlPas @ suitor for the heart and hand of her daughter. 
She has listened, as it was her duty to do, to the stories told 
Of his wild pranks in youth, and rather reckless conduct of 
Sily manhood. She has heard all, deliberately considered 
id. carefully weighed all; and putting into the opposite 
file to cancel these, the fact of where he came from, who 
ispatents ave, and what his ancestors were, together ith 
Msability and the evident efforts that he is putting forth to 
thin good and cast the bad away, she deteamines in his 
Mor} yes, she will risk it, for she sees that the chances 
Mein his fayor, and her consent is therefore obtained. 

‘But not so with the father ; for he has kept the command- 
Mats from his youth up, and derisively asks, “* What if the 
Wmgman has reformed? My daughter is good enough 
Ma man who never had any occasion to reform. And, 
25% 
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family! Do you tall about family? If I mistake not, mnie 
is as old, and suffer not a whit in comparison with his ; and 
because he behaves better than he used to do or did, ig that 
to be offered as a reason? Indeed, why are we to become 
thus degradingly cheap? To be born clean is a great bless 
ing; but for such to keep clean is an imperative duty; 
and now if the man is of highly respectable parentage, and 
has degraded himself and disgraced his birthright, all the 
worse for him. And if he has reformed, that is no more 
than he ought to do, and indeed less than he should have 
done ; for it was his duty so to conduct himself that a reform 
would haye been unnecessary. No, no; give me sound 
wares before any that have been mended never so nicely,” 

Such was the mode of reasoning of a man whose while 
life of more than eighty years was a pattern of moral rect 
tude and sobriety. He asked for himself no more than he 
deserved, desired no more; and could not see why more” 
than that should be meted ont to others. He probably was” 
destitute of that inherent love of sin which so frequently 
shows itself in an extraordinary regard for sinners, and 
delights in such maxims as these: “Reformed xakes 
make the best husbands.” “Joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than oyer nincty and 
nine just persons which need no repentance.” “I will pive 
unto this last even as unto thee.” “So the last shall be 
first, and the first last.’’ 


* While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return.” 


And if at the dying hour, just as well as at-any time, the 
vilest sinner may secure all the joys of heayen (as he at m0. 
moment of his life could do more), and having entered the 
vineyard of the Lord but for an hour, recciyes the same a 
he that has labored through life, borne the burthen and 
heat of the day; and eyen more, for being last to come i 
he shall be the first to be rewarded, and the subject of ajo 


eeelU bes, C. Db Rcinattt a tel te am 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 295 





and rejoicing almost a hundred times greater than one that 
hasalways devoted himself or herself to the law of right- 
tousness, why not wait as long as possible ? Why not arrive 
ithe hour of death before turning from vice, if such a 
timing causes so much greater honor to the person, and 
ilmost a hundred times more gratification to the inhabitants 
of heayen? Yes, why not? In the light of reason and 
(mmon sense, if this be true, why is it not a duty every 
person owes to himself, or herself, to wait as long as they 
ai, and thus add all in their power to their own comforts, 
iid increase a hundred fold the joys of heayen ? 

With such dogmas standing prominently forth, is it any 

Wonder that after the Christian faith has been preached 
wearly nineteen hundred years, only about one third of the 
tuth’s inhabitants are so much as nominally Christians 
tulay? Eyen those who would be Christians, have the 
heatest encouragements in these declarations held out, to 
ielay the act of becoming such ; and were such language 
ise concerning any branch, of worldly business, or secular 
tilling in life, no one would be stupid enough not to see 
® Wtit the influence was purely suicidal. 
To such a man as this young woman's father —sober, 
laest, straight-forward and singularly methodical, eyen 
fiom extreme youth to old age, holding evil intentions in 
ler abhorrence, and viewing that carelessness which so 
1 wjhently leads to wrong-doing with scorn and inexpressi- 
lB contempt—it is no wonder that the recklessness which 
mye so strong a coloring to the youthful character of Eben- 
Mer Peirce rendered the latter so distasteful to him, and the 
Motght of his becomin 
ilible, 




























§ @ son-in-law so nearly irrecon- 


There are three times in every person’s life when he 
lecomes the particular subject of conversation, viz,, at birth, 
Mitiaee, and death ; and Ebenezer Peirce did not form an 
S<ption to that rule, at least so far as the subject of hig 
Mince was concerned ; for those who before knew little 
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and cared even less concerning him or his personal history, 
now became suddenly and extremely interested, studionsly 
sought after and became very conversant with his early life, 
particularly with everything bad; and these things wer 
seryed up with various additions and colorings, and the 
young woman’s father made the recipient of many long and 
dismal tales, which, had he accredited all, would haye ren 
dered necessary the belief that this would-be son-in-law was 
actually present and participated in Adam’s sin, and had 
been singularly active and very persistently industrious m 
sinning ever since, to have accomplished the sum total of 
all that he was said to have done. 

That trait in the character of Ebenezer Peirce to which 
an allusion was made at the top of page 254 of this book, 
was made the text from which his enemies preached many 
effective sermons against him, and furnished an unanswert- 
ble argument in the mind of Col. Weaver why he could 
never consent to his marriage with his daughter. 

Another circumstance now occurred that served justly 0 
add fuel to the flame, and turn the tide of public opinion 
even more strongly against him, and cause his many effoils 
at self-denial, his years of toil at reform, for a time tobe 
forgotten and overlooked in the storm of indignation that 
followed. 

Being in company with several young men, who welé 
returning towards night from Taunton, they stopped at 
Briggs’s tavern in Berkley. All had been to Taunton fo 
witness the sport that for years characterized Thursday ob 
court-week in September, and which caused it to be regaill® 
ed as @ holiday throughout the whole of Bristol County for 
at least half a century; and “high court day” is still the 
theme of very many of the racy stories told by our oldest 
inhabitants. 

Briggs, the Berkley tavern-keeper, was by nature calett 
lated to be the butt of ridicule, the fool of every play, ant 
many were the pranks and jokes at his expense, played of 
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pon him by his customers.* Ebenezer Peirce and his asso- 
fiates, after patronizing the bar (then common even for 
muisters of the gospel to do), went into the kitchen, where 
they found Mrs. Briggs frying doughnuts and preparing the 
tyening meal, the table haying already been set, and among 
other articles of food placed thereon was a nice, large pump- — 
kinpie. Peirce, with that mock air of seriousness he so well 
hiew how to assume, told Briggs that he felt called upon 
lpaddress to him and family words of serious import, to bee 
thom to give their thoughts more fully to a preparation 
ir the life that is to come, and closed with asking the pri- 
Tilege of praying with him and his household ; which being 
fiunted, Peirce kneeled by or in an old chair and commenc- 
awhile Briggs with closed eyes stood by his side, and Mrs. 
Dnges, covering her face with her hands, was trying to turn 
ler thoughts upward, the young men meanwhile cutting 
ip their capers, one of which was to put the contents 
ita dirty comb-case into her hot fat with the frying dough- 
its, and finally to slap the pumpkin pie over Briggs’s face 
Wiha force that left his features imprinted in the soft part 
i the misused pic! 

Peirce was regarded as the leader in this transaction, and 
tobably was not unjustly so considered. 

















The year 1803 has now arrived, and Ebenezer Peirce has 
wen with his brother, Capt. Job, Jr., about seven years, 


Mh; two years asa clerk and five years as a junior partner, 
Mo oue can say that during that time he has not been ex- 
Mnely industrious and indefatigable, and that he is not 
Mindantly possessed with successful traits ; and that he and 
is brother were growing rapidly rich, was too apparent to 


: ; Tima Briggs, of Berkley, kept.o tayern nearly opposite the First Congreszational 

4 house in that town for many years. He could hardly have possessed sound 
the story often told of him be true, viz., that during the height of that 
sols tornado, Sept. 23, 1815 —still known ag the ‘* September Gale *? — he went 
‘ su) hheing the storm, drew an old rusty sword, and making menacing aire with 
"iyi, shouted * Cease, winds! cease ! * 
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admit of any reasonable doubt. Ebenezer Peirce usuilly 
behaves himself very well too, and it is only when with 
young men bent on haying a good time, that he loses control 
of himself, forgets his good resolutions, and leads off m some 
such frolic as that in the tavern at Berkley. 
The heart of his future wife is won, and her mother's 
consent to their marriage has been obtained ; but that of her 
father has not, and from appearances never can be. What 
shall be done? Ebenezer Peirce, who is now Town Clerk 
of Freetown, as he rises wp in the religious congregation 
just before the close of the weekly exercise and reads far 
three consecutive Sundays each “ intention of marriage,” i 
the law then required should be done, knows that this is 
expressly intended to allow the parent, parents or guardiany 
of persons proposing marriage an opportunity to object i 
they will, and “forbid the further publishing of the bans;” 
and he has but to read his own to have all further proceedings 
stayed. 
But the nine days wonder of the little village just them 
was an elegant new carriage which Bbenezer Peirce had had 
built expressly for himself-—a chaise, a square-topped: 
chaise, and built with a care and pains not exceeded by that 
“one-horse shay” Holmes discourses of so beautifully— 
a chaise that cost (so the rumor run) three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents and one-third of @ 
cent. No one else at that time residing in the town owned 


a carriage that cost more than a hundred dollars,* and he 
i eee 
* The writer's mother told him that when she was about ten years of agp, Crh. 
Weasyer (her father) desired to carry his wife and herself to Wrentham on a yieil 
Major Jacob Mann and family (Mrs. Mann being a sister to Gol. Weaver’s wife) nal 
that they performed the journey in o choise hired at what ie now Pall River, eight 
miles from Col. Weayer’s home, ‘No one then, within the present limits of Free 
town, owned a chaise. This was about the year 1796. 
Tradition informs that Ephraim Winslow, Bsq., of Freatown, hada “ Clair te 
that being a two-wheeled carriage without a cover, and would seat two persons: © 
may possibly have cost fifty dollars. mal 
Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. waa the owner of a chaise as early as 1801, and a chinise ‘ 
pears in the inventory of his property in 1805, appraised at sixty dollars, Col! 
jamin Weayer hought a chaise about that tine. 
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sides two other persons no one owned a carriage that cost 
ity dollars, and but a few years only had any one owned a 
daise, It was an elegant thing, that square-topped chaise, 
with its heavy platings and silver-mounted harness, the ne 
plus wlira of those times, 

In that chaise this young woman was asked to take a ride 
with its owner, and they rode over the line of the State— 
ind the writer has always felt that they also rode over the line 
i propriety, for on their return was exhibited a written doc- 
ment, of which the ink had hardly dried (but now a smoky, 
iingy piece of paper lying before me), and from which I 
oopy : 





















“This may certify that Epenrzer Peirce, son of Job Peirce, and 
Jbanva WEAVER, Daughter of Col. Benjamin Weaver, both of Free- 
‘wn in the County of Bristol and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Were Legally Joined together in Marriage 


By Me, 

Danie Braprorp, Jr., Just. Peace, 
Bristol, April 24", 1803.” 
With creditable foresight Ebenezer Peirce had provided 
Wage for his bird before catching it, and the newly mar- 
tied couple immediately set up house-keeping in the first 
anise on the southerly side of Water Street, in Assonet 
Village, that he had purchased in an unfinished state some 


fer yeats before, and finished and fitted it up for his own 
‘esidence,* 


Itwas while they were occupying this house (viz. May 
+), 1804), that Mrs. Amy Weaver,+ the mother of Mrs. 
tmna Peirce, died. She was a most exemplary woman, 
fil usually exercised a softening influence upon her hus- 


, * This property was owned by John Winslow and Dayid Ryans, both carpenters. 
Musloyr conveyed to Ebenezer Peirce, June 25. 1800, for three hundred dollars, and 
mls conveyed to Peirce, Oct. 14, 1801, for one hundred and forty dollars, 

4 hewriter has a mourniig-piece, wrought by the daughter, to the memory 
‘tidthen, that is by good judges pronounced a highly finished piece of needle- 
Mt; td Which; as a specimen of artistic skill, he has never seen excelled. 
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band, who tolerating no weaknesses in himself, would not 
be expected to show much lenity towards foibles im othoxg, 
The extent of that influence and the success of her efforts fo 
turn his mind from its natural inclinations were sometimes 
quite remarkable ; and probably no other person ever attain 
éd to a tithe of the power oyer him that she exercised, 
The kind interest she had in and showed for Ebenozor 
Peirce, both before and after his marriage with her daugh 
ter, did not fail to awaken a proper degree of appreciation, 
gratitude and respect on his part, and at her decease he te- 
alized that he had indeed sustained a loss, the loss of a true 
friend. 
Mrs. Amy Weaver, the wife of Col. Benjamin Weayer, 
of Freetown, was a daughter of Joseph Brownell, Esq, of 
Portsmouth, R. I., and her acquaintance with her husbant 
was gained through an introduction he received at. the hand 
of her brother, Capt. Jonathan Brownell, a Captain in the 
Rhode Island line of the continental army. By some itis 
said that Capt. Jonathan Brownell raised the first. company 
in that State in the war of the revolution. How that may 
have been, the writer does not know; but the early date af 
his commission shows conclusively that his company was ab 
least among the very first. 
Col. Weaver, at the commencement of that war, wail 
Sergeant in the Rhode Island forces, and afterwards served 
in the Massachusetts forces sent to the aid of Rhode Island 
where an acquaintance was formed with his future brother 
in-law, Capt. Brownell, of Portsmouth.* . 
Their occupancy of the house on Water Street} mus 


cet ee 


® He remoyed to Fall River, Mass.; was a Justice of the Peace for Bristol Voniile 
ty, and several times elected a Representative to the General Vourt at Boston. ‘Wa! 
one of the Selectmen of Fall River two years, and a leading man in the Calvinist 
Baptist Church and Society in that place, and guardian to a tribe of Indiana the 
located, 

} While they resided there, Whenezer Peirce, though himself neither by natu 
or education a singer, waa mainly instrumental in setting up-a singing gohool Ly 
select company, and this class met for instruction and exercige in tliat louse. ae 
wife was an excellent singer, and the note-book containing the music she then pine 
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have been of comparatively short duration, as on the 4th of 
September, 1804, Ebenezer Peirce bought of his brother-in- 
law, Rey. David A. Leonard, of Bristol, R. L., the house still 
ttanding near the east bridge in Assonet Village, now owned 
ly Mr. John K. Dean of Boston, and the heirs of the late 
Thomas Andros of Freetown. Like the other house at the 
fimé of his purchase, this was also in an unfinished state, 
fheshell or outside only being complete, and not so much 
8a floor laid inside, as I have often heard my mother say 
that she could stand in the cellar and see the stars through 
the garret windows. Mr. Leonard had laid ont the plan for 
meélegant house, but concluding to remove to Bristol, he 
wld it before completed ; and only a small part was finish- 
il before the new owner removed his family into it, as he 
lad a favorable opportunity to dispose of the other, If 
my Memory serves aright, my mother said that they had 
_mipenters and masons at work upon the inside more than a 
jew after her housekeeping commenced therein. 
It was while things in that house were in this transition 
itate, that one of the feats of the young wife's agility, for 
® hich she was ever remarkable, were performed ; for being 
it the upper story travelling over loose boards, of which the 
ftmporary floor consisted, a board tipped, letting her fall 
hrongh ; but she seized upon a small beam while falling 
td supported her whole weight — but for which she mnst 
jaye been precipitated from the chamber to the bottom of 
he cellar — and thus sustained herself till lifted out by the 
ims. No delay was allowed in finishing the house, and 
ut long time occupied in that labor was because of the 
‘Pains taken to haye it elegantly done. 
ea! 
Mnlisin the wwriter'a possession, and its title-page is as follows; “The Middlesex 


“hon of Sacred Harmony, containing a Concise Introduction to the Grounds of 
ist, By Daniel Belknap.” 
Tout the first, this was about the first singing school kept in Freetown, as this 
Pw not far from the time when the introduction of (« singing by note*’ caused go 
litificulty in the Oalyiniatio Baptist Congregation at. Assonet Village in Free 
Ph Thlore this, Dea, Smith used to “line it off” for the constegation to sing, 
; 26 
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This house they occupied as their dwelling about six 
years, and during that time the following occurrences’ trony 
pired, viz.: the death of the husband's brother, Capt. Jo) 
Peirce, Jr. (Sept. 22, 1805), thus dissolving their very pros 
perous connection in business ; the death of the wife's only 
sister, Oct. 30, 1808, and of her elder brother, Jan. 14, 181; 
and the partnership in business formed between Hbenezep 
Peirce and his wife’s younger brother, Maj. Joseph Weaver, 

The grounds of that dwelling, particularly the garden, 
now so pleasant, were then a morass, covered with water at 
the highest tides, that sometimes set everything afloat in the 
cellar, when the young wife had recourse to a large brats 
kettle in which she dexterously circumnavigated the base 
ment story. It was while providing against the recurrent 
of such inundating floods by raising the entire surfaco! 
the garden-spot by the addition of foreign matter, that a cit 
cumstance occurred which served to show that the passiéil 
for fun which had so strongly characterized Ebenezer Pein 
in early life, though comparatively dormant of late year 
was byno means dead. A high bank or bluff, since levelled 
down, but then looming up not far from the opposite brik 
of the adjacent river, furnished the material with which # 
fill in and raise the house-lot to a desired grade, and tiv 
loam and grayel, by meatis of a wheel-barrow, had to bette 
moved oyer a temporary foot-bridge that spanned the stream: 
Jonathan Richmond, a laborer, noted alike for honesty and 
simplicity, was engaged to accomplish this work; and his: 
employer, while pretending to make the bridge morese 
cure, was in fact laying a trap to precipitate the unsuspe 
ing laborer, with his loaded wheelbarrow, mto the nivel 
But, like many others that have fallen into their own gnats 
Bhbenezer Peirce had the first occasion to cross over, Wiel 
despite his utmost caution, he was completely submeigel 
in the water, and going dripping wet to the house, told bit 
wife how it had happened, and adding, “ this is just ™ 
for me, and the result of my plotting has at least once Om 
to a proper termination,” 
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When residing here, their next-door neighbor was an old 
jyoman, filthy in her person, and extremely degraded in her 
habits, bemg a liar, drunkard and thief. And no fruit from 
flier trees could they get, if allowed to remain long enough 
ripen as this crone, under cover of night, had repeatedly 
appropriated the whole. Peaches were ripening, and a tree 
in thew garden being loaded with this luscious fruit, led 
Hbenezer Peirce and wife to project a pleasant evening's 
thlertainment by calling in a few friends to what was term- 
ala “peach party.” Tnyitations had been given, and at 
fie time appointed the guests arrived, but there were no 
‘peaches, as the pilferer had probably got wind of what was 
intended, and, during the last night, had again taken the 
Whole. The evening had nearly passed, and no peaches 
tnd been offered or any movement made in that direction, 
When Ebenezer Peirce asked his guests to excuse him for a 
fy moments on business of importance, and he would quick- 
Ipzeturn. Repairing immediately to the old hag’s dwelling, 
le opened the door and found her, as he expected, in dark- 
Messand abed. Dropping down upon his hands, in each of 
which he held a stone, he galloped in upon all-four, making 
iSmuch noise as a colt, and as he approached the bed the 
Siperstitious old sinner sprung up and gasped out, “ Are 
Jou the deyil?” when in deep guttural tone came the quick 
mply, “Iam.” “Well, what do you want?” she continu- 
al, “Peaches,” in sub-base, growled the fonr-footed mon- 
flr near the bed-bar. ‘Behind the door!” she shouted, 
“behind the door ! take them all, take them all, I pray you.” 
Her repetition was wholly unnecessary, as he did not require 
#sccond invitation, but seizing the fruit, hastened back to 
“pile his guests, who perhaps neyer knew what it cost him 
W meet their reasonable expectations on that occasion. Nor 
| Ruth Abial, as she was called, deem it prudent again to 
toh that peach tree, guarded, as she seemed to believe that 
Nts, by an Argus or monster having an hundred eyes, 
‘Was also while they made this place their home, that 


- ae 
——_——— ee 
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the singular change, already noticed, took place in the minds 
and religious sentiments of the members of the Calyinistic 
Baptist Church at Assonet Village in Freetown, togethor 
with that large ingathering of non-professors of religion that 
came to be called, and is still spoken of as the “ great ref) 
mation.” ; 

Abner Jones, Elias Smith, and Frederick Plummer, were 
then comparative strangers in Freetown. The doctrines that 
they preached were not only new to the people in that local 
ity, but were new to the “rest of mankind,” and indeed new 
to themselves ; and in a community notoriously fond of new 
things, if was not to be wondered at, that, like “ney 
brooms,” they should “ sweep clean,” 

Notice being given that Elias Smith would preach of a 
week-day afternoon in the meeting-house then crowning the 
hill-top in the south part of the village, and business for fhat 
half day would be suspended — the sound of the axe, say, 
hammer and mallet cease in every one of the half dozen or 
more shipyards upon the river's brink, and the storekeeper 
close their places of trade — everybody going to churell; 
and a passer-by would find it difficult to persuade himself — 
that it was not Sunday. 

To show how the prevailing spirit of the time pervaded 
different ranks of society and became the one absorbing 
topic of thought and conversation, we wonld cite its effect i 
pobtical circles, in proof of which we present. the following, 
copied from the town records of Freetown, under date of 
Monday, May 2, 1808, when brought together to elect @ 
deputy or representative to General Court: 


“Elder Philip Hathaway appeared and addressed the Throne of 
Grace in a solemn, pertinent and well-adapted prayer, after which the 
warrant being read the meeting was opened in usual form. Votes for 
a deputy were next called for, which when brought in, sorted and 
counted, Eben’ Peirce Esq* had 89 votes, and Benjamin Weave 
Esq’ had one vote, and proclamation made of the same. 


Wiirram Prarr, Town Clerk.” 
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The vote for Benjamin Weaver, Esq. was probably that 
tist by Mr. Peirce himself, who would otherwise haye been 
tnanimously chosen, and who cast a scattering ballot rather 
than yote for himself, which would then have been deemed 
derogatory —thus showing that there was a time when 
honor existed in politics. 

Even with the fanaticism that strongly marked the proceed- 
ings known as the “ great reformation,” to say that good was 
not effected would be to pervert the plainest truth; to say 
that there was not a marked change for the better in the 
liyes and conversation of the people, that their morals were 
lof Improved and their characters elevated, wonld be as 
inaitless as to deny that the sun is the cause of or gives light 
ahnoonday. And in no one thing were the fruits of that 
improvement more readily seen and more fully discoverable 
than in their conduct at town meetings, that were now pat- 
tus of sobriety, and which but a little time before were so 
thorderly and riotous as to frighten a presiding officer* to 
idepree that caused him to leap from the: speaker’s desk 
frough an open window into the street, to save his life 
that he deemed to be in peril while he remained. 

In view of the peculiar and in fact lamentable state of 
ootety existing in Freetown before, and up to the date of 
this « reformation,” perhaps it is a matter of surprise that 
ich @ revolution in morals and such excitement on religion 
MS not attended with more rather than less fanaticism ; 
ind when compared with what haye since been termed 
“tvivals of religion” in the same community, we think 
that of 1807 had much more in it to commend and far less 
Ndeprecate, Animal Magnetism, although having always 
Msted and been practised, together with mesmerism and 
Spiritualism, were not understood by the common people 
Hour Country villages in 1807, and hence what was quite 


* Hon, Nathaniel Morton (the father of Gov. Marcus Morton), while attempting 


Opreside at a town meeting held in the old school-house that oceupied the present 
He of the Post-office, 


26* 
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excusable then would be and is very inexcusable nowy, 
Dreams, the result of disordered stomachs, were then cone 
sidered proofs of enlightened souls; and hence surfeit was 
to such minds one of the most ready and effectual means of 
Salyation, and oyer-eating to fit one to become the lively 
oracle of God. 

The lamentable and almost inseparable drawback to these 
periodical excitements termed “revivals of religion” hag) 
eyer been that so large a portion of the people seemed ty 
think that the Lord is in “a great strong wind,” an “ earth. 
quake,” or “ the fire,” instead of a “still small voice,” and 
are therefore governed by the terrors and fears resulting 
from feverish imaginations operating only upon the basep 
passions, and in no wise calculated to reach the godlike 
attributes of the mind—never once considering for @ mo 
ment that “‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord,” is the language of Scripture as well as common 
sense, 

Ebenezer Peirce seems to have been among the earliest 
ef those persons residing at Assonet Village, wpon whose 
minds this preaching and attending exercises had a fayor- 
able operation, as his name, together with that of his sistar 
Anna, and Dr. Nicholas Hathaway his brother-in-law, aré 
of the original sixteen* who were embodied as a church, May 
14, 1807; and not long after, he and Dr. H. were made 
deacons of that church, a position that Ebenezer Peires 
seems to have continued to hold for about thirty-five years 
He was also church clerk and church treasurer nearly thitty 
years. : 

From this time forward during the remainder of his life, 
a period of thirty-eight years, Ebenezer Peirce was probably 


* The original sixteen, at first constitnting the Pirst Christian Chnreli in Fret 
town, were Blder Philip Hathaway, Dr. Nicholas Hathaway, Ebenezer Peirce, ail 
Rufos Blossom ; Mrs. Anna Hathaway, Mrs. Dorcas Hathaway, Mrs, Sybil Boiges) 
Mrs. Polly Chase, Ms. Phebe Chase, Mra. Sarah Davis, Mrs. Nioba Hosking, Mra 
Priscilla Richmond, Mrs, Joanna, Strange, Mrs. Hope Terry, Martha Cleveland aa 
Phylena Tisdale. 
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in thought, and certainly in action; a very different person 
ftom what he had ever before been, and thoughts of riches 
ind the desire for making money seem to have been sue- 
teeded and supplanted by an ardent, earnest, all-absorbing 
wish to do good in the world, and be morally and religiously 
‘weful in his day and generation. His show of doing busi- 
tess; therefore, after 1807, was but a mockery of what he 
had done while he felt that his chief treasure was in the 
fiofits of merchandise. 

His first removal to Middleboro’ was from this house, near 
he east bridge in Assonet Village, and probably took place 
PMIB11. On his return to Assonet in the autumn of that 
jeu, he located his family in the house tha‘ had been built 
by his. deceased brother, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., and the 
toxtherly half part of which, with one half the land attach- 
al, he became the owner of, Noy. 16, 1812. His second 
temoval to Middleboro’, Feb, 24, 1813, was from these 
mwly purchased premises, and to which he returned Noy, 
41813, and there continued to reside until his death, on 
the morning of Monday, Jan. 6, 1845, a period of more than 
thirty years, 

From one sin, a very common sin too, he now and eyer 
ifervards seemed to be especially free, viz., lying —not 
tnly from the unqualified falsehood, but also from what is 
tially considered comparatively harmless quibbling and 
Pevarication. And even when telling a funny story, or re- 
Tiiting the conversation of some one calculated to excite 
mith, and wherein so many fail in the verbatim et literatim, 
Ieling it justifiable to add or diminish for the sake of effect, 
Wistems ever to have been a watchful sentinel over, and 
“have placed a strict guard upon his lips. When, there- 
te, in my youth, I was giving my auditors specimens of 
Ty faculties at tehearsal, the remark, ‘that was not as 
Mit father told it,” was ever by me considered as an un- 
Isverable argument ; I was down, all down, completely 
Dtred, had not another word to say; for it seemed to me 





_ overlooking unpleasant circumstances and facts, I have ben 
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that against his testimony nothing could be successfully said, 
And it was the power and force of this good example Ope. 
tating upon my young mind, which gave me so strong and 
high a regard, such profound respect, for truth and truthful — 
utterances, thaf even now, lest I should mislead the mind by 


led to pen down many things very disagreeable to contem- 
plate or record, and which, were my individual feelings only 
consulted, I would gladly have permitted to sink into obit 
vion. It is not the pen of a novelist, but rather that of an 
historian, the writer of my own family’s history, that Las 9 
sume to wield, and I am fully convinced that the truth of | 
my production is that in which its chief merit shall consist. 
Telling a part of the truth, arid thereby perpetrating the 
most deceptive kind of a lie, is to my own mind wholly J 
inexcusable. . 
And im this connection it may not be amiss to add, that 
the writer has not a particle of belief in the truth of several 
of the most prominent tenets of his father’s religious faithy 
nor does he feel that these, under the increased and increa® 
ing light of the present century, are entitled to a sane mang 
or woman's respect. But to his parent's religious practice 
all honor from him is due; thus proving, to his own mind 
at least, that a good creed will not make a good man of ont 
who was essentially bad, nor a poor and in many respects & 
weak doctrine spoil one, the main features of whose chara 
ter were naturally good. 
To those who object to “leaving the old paths,” as they 
term it, we will only suggest, that because our fathers wale 
enabled to see only as “through a glass darkly,” that ie m0 
reason for us to shut our eyes to increased light ; and ber 
cause that in our childhood we were taught by those wi) 
knew “in part,” that we should not now seek to see a3 We 
are seen, and know even as we are known. Indeed it wa8 
all right and proper, that “ when I was a child” I showy 
as did the great apostle to the Gentiles, ‘‘gpeak as a chilly 
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“In duty prompt at every call, 
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all ; 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt ita new-fledged offspring to the skies, 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allred to brighter worlds and led the way.”” 





















Well do I remember a remark that he made to me about 
the time I attained to my majority, “I could have had” 
said he, ‘‘a hundred thousand dollars to give you just as woll 
as not, but have long since deemed it best to do otherwise | 
The time that would certainly have enabled me to do this, 
had it been devoted to that object, Ihave far differently em 
ployed, and much that I accumulated has already been spent 
to forward the same ends, I cannot give you a quarter of 
the sum named [and he might in truth have said not mow 
than a tenth part, and that is rapidly diminishing]. But I 
can give you a larger sum of money with which to stat 
in life than my father gave me ; and if with this you canuol 
succeed, I doubt whether you would with more. It & 
enough, and indeed more than has sometimes been employ: 
ed or required as the beginning of a stupendous fortune, 
and in fact quite too much to be wasted. Make up your 
mind, if you have not already done so, to what point in {hit 
life you wish to attain, as that is the goal of your fubité 
destination in anything good or great.” 

A quarter of a century of worldly experience since arm 
ing at the years of manhood, has satisfied me that my fatliet 
was right in these views, and that those who complain that 
they have failed to attain to positions desirable because 


greater truism than that “ God takes care of those wid 
take care of themselves,” and no others. “ Whip up ty 
horses and put thy shoulder to the wheel, and then if f 

canst not extricate thy wagon, Jupiter will help thee,” yi 
the heathen, but nevertheless true and only practical ci 
of success in this life in anything. Napoleon’s remark wie 
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to the point, when listening to the excuses of a subordinate 
who had failed to meet his wishes if not his expectations, 
mid pleaded that he labored all day —“‘ But why did you 
tot continue and labor all night?” was the Emperor's quick 
ind pertinent response; and he might properly have added, 
Why did you cease laboring at all when the thing remain- 
Munfinished?” No man having put his hand to the 
plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God,” or 
if any practical benefit to the kingdoms of men, or suitable 
i be entrusted with any great or vital interests pertaining 
} (this life or that which is to come. Ceasing to do evil is 
} tainly not more than half the requirement of those that 
liye set out to run a godly race; and learning by practice 
ldo well is essential to the accomplishment of the whole 
duty of man. Yet how many are content with a negative 
food! Because they are not guilty of, or are comparatively 
free from, the sins of commission, all in their mind seems to 
i tight— never for a moment considering that there are 
ts of omission also, and that this they ought to have done, 
tr left the other undone. 
Thenezer Peirce, on assuming the forms and making a 
Mofession of godliness, was careful that these should not be 
finply forms, visible only to an eye capable of Seeing the 
“Merior man, but that it should prove a power operating in 
tad governing the heart: a possession rather than a pro- 
Wssion —a substance, of which the form was only a shadow. 
Henot only gaye to the causes of virtue and religion that 
ime, those energies and that practical ability which would 
live insured to him great possessions in this life, but also 
linge part of what he had before accumulated. The 
Cltistiam’” denomination was then in its infancy, and 
hough embracing, in comparison with its entire numerical 
Stength, many choice spirits, still, even as in Jewish his- 
ity “every one that was in distress, and every one that 
Mis in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered 
“ouselyes unto ” David, so did that stamp of mind and 
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thoroughly unpractical type of characters come like thos 
‘that fly as a cloud and as doves to their windows ” before a 
storm, believing that here was indeed the utopia of their 
earnest desires but long disappointed hopes, when all wer 
to “‘spend their time in nothing else but either to tell or tp 
hear some new thing.” In this movement had the “ philoe 
sopher’s stone” been discovered; and if it would not tua 
all into gold that it touched, thereby would every indolent, 
lax, lazy, brainless dolt of a 
** Little Tommy Tucker 
That sings for his supper ” 
be fed, warmed and clothed. Nor, since to the perennial 
loveliness of the honey moons in Eden, that crowning glory, 
earth’s first ripe apples, were added, until now, had Satan 
with such hellish fury broke loose among the women, who, 
being “ seized with oratoric pangs so great,” felt compelled 
to “neglect their stockings” to save men from. their fallen 
state. 
Railroads were then unknown, and feeling it to be their 
especial duty to fulfil that prophetic Scripture which saith, 
“the time of the end many shall run to and fro” (though it 
would haye been hard to tell what words of wisdom they 
had exposed by pretendingly breaking the seal, or to dit 
cover how knowledge had thereby been increased), these 
addle-brained men and women began to circulate quite ex 
tensively, and in imitation of their professed master on hi 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, became mounted om 
sorry nags, that, like his, were generally borrowed. Alt 
thus did these “beggars on horseback” * commence their 
ride to the——well, neyer mind; and they never failed 
to give my father a call as they passed his dwelling. 1 
should say that they called often, but for the fact that they 
generally staid so long; for as here was always “ breid 
enough and to spare,” they tarried, and for the meagre pi? 
ee a ee 


* Tt waa an old saw, and no less true now, that © Set a beggar on horseback wat 
he will ride to the deyil.’” 
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‘Mnots of their barren brains were permitted to recuperate 
thelr superabundent bowels. Souls that would have had 
ho difficulty in passing through heayen’s gate had that por- 
falbeen no larger than the eye of a fine cambric needle, 
fond tenements in flesh whose stomachs were insatiate as 
fhe lorse-leech, and, like a barren womb or the ptave, 
ilways cried, “give.” And as yehicles had now come into 
ise, Viz., chaises, these quickly supplanted saddles, and ena- 
bled these ministers to be accompanied by their wives and 
limilies of children —the latter almost as numerous as 
tose that followed their father and much worthier divine to 
the Smithfield stake.* 

Not only for themselves, but for the sake also of the 
ilustfly spectres or frame-work of what had once been 
lorses, was their protracted, visits at my father’s still more 
leiously prolonged ; for on their arrival one would be led, 
inthe language of God to his ancient prophet, to say, * Son 
Pf man, can these bones live?” But the way in whieh 
ileir owners or riders availed themselves of my father’s best 
iy and grain, with the grass growing in his pastures, made 
itquite safe for them to “ prophesy upon these bones and 
ty uito them, O ye dry bones, behold I will cause breath to 
Miter into you and ye shall live.” «* And I will lay sinews 
ipon you, and will bring up flesh upon you and cover you 
‘With skin,” Forty of these horses have I known my father 
lo be furnishing grass, hay and grain at one time, besides 


nuerally, from the beginning of January to the close of 
aletember, having from one to three (and not unfrequently 
‘‘ote),and this for nearly forty consecutive years ;+ and 


Mough in his house were eleven feather beds, he and 


‘John Rogera, an eloquent and zealous Enelish diyine, who suffered martyrdom 
. the stake in Smithfield, in 1555, during the persecuting reign of Qaeen Mary; 
ng one of the muny instances of folly and qvickedness resulting from a woman’s 
Satine to occupy a. throne. 
From April of May, 1807, till his death, Jan. 6, 1845, when the writer and his 
MME caTae into possession of what remained of the once handsome estate. 
27 
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my mother repeatedly slept upon the floor, every bed being 
occupied by preachers and exhorters, male and female, will, 
their children. x 

The wonder therefore is, that with this constant, heavy, 
and long-continued tax upon his income and means, y 
father was enabled to leave me anything, instead of the com 
paratively small property he did. c 

But, among all this chaff, let it not for a moment be con 
sidered that there were no grains of good sound wheat; for 
certamly there were, and salt of great purity, strength and: 
Savor, else the otherwise inanimate mass would haye settled 
down in stagnant putrefaction, and perished in recking 
rottenness, a 

Nor do I believe that the slime, froth and scum which at 
first flowed in upon this denomination, like the raging bile 
lows of an angry flood, were disproportionate to the infles 
of such materials upon other reformatory efforts, alike cal 
eulated to excite low and grovelling passions, as well as t0 
stir up pure minds, as all exciting themes, with the noyelly 
of newness to recommend them, are ever calculated to do, 
Upon an alarm of fire, a mixed and motley crowd rush forfli, 
some of whom are actuated by the highest and best, motives 
that ever impelled to virtuous action, viz., to save life aud 
property, and offer both succor and sympathy to the afflicted; 
butin that crowd are also persons of morbid minds, who 
are neyer so happy as when witnessing some exhibition ol 
trouble, trial and distress inflicted on some one that nevel 
did or even wished them any harm; and there ave also the 
thieves, who go expressly to afflict the afflicted and rob them 
of what the flames may spare. So when the tocsifl al 
truth is sounded, summoning earth’s inhabitants to do battle 
for any cause, good or great, a reform secular or religious, 
moral or political, as in the case of a fire alarm, the eal © 
good, bad and indifferent are reached, when priests and poll 
ticians, the high and the low, rich and poor, learned at 
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ignorant, pharisaical and licentions, refined and brutal, a 
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aiatupon the chase, bent upon performing as many mis- 


tharacter or orders of mind, 

Rev, Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, of whom we have altea- 
‘ly had cause to make frequent mention, was one of the most 
pire-minded of men, and being possessed of great natural 
wbility, was signally successful in his efforts to bring order 
ti of the confusion which to such a degree pervaded the 
denomination at the beginning, Although supplying the 
pulpit of a Christian church in Dartmouth, he had a care 
wand temporarily supplied the pulpits of several other 
thurches in different towns of Plymouth and Bristol coun- 
fies; and while thus ministering to their spiritual wants, 
Movided for his own temporal necessities by working with 
his hands, and fulfilling, so far as it could apply to a single 
member of the human family, the Scripture that saith, “In 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
“into the ground, for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust thou 
i, and unto dust shalt thou return.” He, like other minis- 
lins, performed his journeys on horseback, until Major Peter 
Hoar, of Middleboro’, aided by some other friends of Mr. 
Hix, made him the present of a chaise. 

Dr. Abner Jones, leaving the practice of medicine, became 
Wpreacher of this denomination; and though having per- 
tips less natural ability than Daniel Hix, was favored with 
fir greater advantages of education (for he was one of the 
Mest educated in this denomination at that time), which ena- 
Ved him to become an acceptable and able minister. Mr, 
wiles was singularly fortunate in his selection of a wife, she 
bing a woman of superior mind, and withal well educated. 

Benjamin Taylor,* Frederick Plummer, William Demerit 
iid George W. Kilton, ordained ministers of this faith 
Mt practice, were all above reproach, and to this list seve- 


* Banjamin Taylor was born in Beverly, Mass., July 22, 1786; ordained at Afso- 
Wr Sune, 1811; died in Schooloraft, Mich,, Sept. 24, 1843, 
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sundry somersets, at last turned up an infidel. Another 
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ral other ministers of less note could perhaps be added, 
who did honor to themselves and their calling, _ 

But no one of these probably at their first setting ont in 
the work of the Christian ministry exercised so great aa 
extended an influence or was able to draw together such 
crowds of people as one whose name we forbear to mer 
tion, and who, we are informed, just before his death, de 
clared that God had deceived him.* Doubtless he had 
been deceived, and had been instrumental in deceiving 
many others, but that God deceived him we do not believe, 


Another and still more prominent minister, after turning 


became a Universalist; and another, after professing and 
preaching three different, distinct and contradictory form 
of religious faith, died; and soon after his decease his only 
son remarked, that if his father had not gone to hell, that 
place could not have been designed for the wicked. 

We could extend this list of waworthies by mentioning 
several others, together with the sickening details of thei 
actions, but forbear lest we cater to depraved appetites andl 
diseased minds rather than gratify a healthy desire for kmoy 
Tedge and ‘* wisdom profitable to direct.” 





* Mesmerism and Animal Magnetiam were then go little understood, that (halt 
influences and effects wore mistaken for miracles, or the special intervention of Oi 
That minister, had he lived till this time, doubtless syould have learned that lew 
by nature (not grace) a powerful magnet, and became a popular medium. Pia 
did not enlighten him upon this subject, any more than it would get his wayomiul 
of the mad; and though exercising an astonishing influence over those who cima 
near bim, was probably as innocent of a true knowledge of this faculty, from wheats, 
derived, &c., as those upon whom ib operated, in what was then called the '* slaying 
power.” Tn one of the most sucessful of his efforts, before a large aesombly, Wil 
men were acting like idiota, and with women trying to become as little cbildton— ihe 
Women particularly, and very successfully imitating the most shameless dots 0) 
yery young child—this minister is said ta have turned aside his face and solila . 
‘<Phis doés beat the yery devil!’’ An apt illustration af the trath of that er 
ture which eaith, ‘* And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the aitéls” 

} Rey. Elias Smith gave up preaching and commenced practising medicine on Mt 
Thomsonian plan—his faith in the Lord being suceeeded hy that which be car 
have in lobelia, ardent piety by an equally earnest advocacy af red pepper, ne 
getting up of steam to heal bodies through the nse of fire and water, mither UiMR 
benefiting eouls by setting ablaze the passions of men, 
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We are told by no less than Scriptural authority, that 
"the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was cast 
mo the sea and gathered of every kind,” “which when it 
js full they drew to shore and sat down and gathered the 
‘yood into vessels and cast the bad away.” And in this at- 
tempt to set up that kingdom upon the earth was this result 
‘alized, save in casting away the bad, who for a time were 
ills to deceive, as it were, the very elect, and by their ex- 
‘“Muple and influence turn the order of the Lord’s house into 
diel confusion. But those lamentable times, if not short- 
tied, were at length improved, slowly and gradually it is 
ane, but no less certainly, positively and fully, and by one 
it those revolutions that never go backwards. And it was 
"in yain, too, that when these counterfeits of good coin had 
‘ieen exposed, those having more tender sympathies than 
sound” sense raised the cry, ‘Let both grow together 
matil the harvest, lest while ye gather up the tares ye root 
Wp also the wheat with them ;” for he “ whose fan is in his 
Jmd” seemed determined to most “ thoroughly purge his 
Mor and gather his wheat into the garner” of comparative 
silety, and disperse and destroy the chaff as with an “ un- 
/nenchable fire.” 
Considering the plan of operation at first assumed by this 
denomination, and the enlarged platform of their faith and 
swe war that they waged against education, or any attempts 
vowards literary attamment, a paid ministry, &c, &c., it is 
MW matter of surprise that some of their preachers, ‘ un- 
Mined and unstable,” should “wrest the Scriptures unto 
tir own destruction,” and furnish a gaping crowd of blind 
Ielievers with erude indigestible theories they were as well 
lilified to manage or possess as a raving maniac is the 
itestricted use of a razor, and as improperly entrusted as 
Would be a looking-elass and hammer for playthings toa 
Wetng child. _* Politics make strange bedfellows,” but not 
f hore dissimilar, ill-adapted and remarkable than religious 
8oGations or persons brought or thrown together by force 
ans 
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of the circumstance that they adhere to a particular form 
of religious faith, ~ ae 

Speaking typically, when the Christian denomination had 
adyanced in its history from the “ without form and yoid and 
darkness” period, to that when the light of experience 
only enabled them to “ see men as trees walking,” and hand. 
ly able to determine which was the man and which the tiea, 
my father was often most grossly imposed upon by duift 
wood sailing down the current, and attracted by the eddy of 
this new doctrine, for 


_‘* His house was known to all the vagrant train ;” 


and the shibboleth spoken by this denomination was amply 
sufficient to gam an entrance, when, true to their nature im 
showing their swinish propensities, they deyoured all tha 
pearls placed before them, and then sought to rend him. 

One “ sister in the Lord,” whose carroty-colored and coarse 
tow hair scarcely covered the growing baldness of a brainless 
pate, was seriously exercised and had her righteous soul tat 
ribly yexed and troubled, because my mother’s dark brown 
hair, that curled naturally, hung in rich profusion to her 
shoulders; and it was all in vain that scanty “ red-top” was 
assured that these curls were natural, the result of Gods 
handiwork, instead of vainly misspent time. Nothing but 
my mother’s final and eternal punishment for the sin of he- 
ing better looking than herself would satisfy the sisterly (out 
of this woman. : 

And a “brother in the Lord,” while eating with my fe 
ther at our table, where he was as far aboye hiy proper st 
tion as a pig would be in a parlor, blew the filthy mucur 
from his nose into his hand, when he received a stern rept 
mand, and was driven immediately away from the table, andl 
never again permitted to eat in that house save alone, as MY 
father would not allow the most profane servamt of his 
household to be so disgraced as to eat with him. 

An ordained minister also once entertained our family a 
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table, as he evidently seemed to think, with a feast of his 
reason and a flow of his elevated soul, by telling us of his 
extensive travels, and that these had taken from him that 
avkward bashfulness so common to stay-at-home rustic peo- 
“pe; and while thus eloquently discoursing upon. improye- 
ment in mind and refinement in manners, was reaching with 
lis teaspoon to the centre of the table and dipping out and 
eiting the soft part of a custard pie, and leaving the crust 
fs yacant as his mind, and repulsive as his disgusting 
manners, 

And then there was another ordained minister of this de- 
lomination, who said he had a valuable woodlot to sell, and 
look my father to see it, and showed the latter not only that 
Sbtbut 2 part or the whole of a much more valuable lot be- 
longing to another person lying beside it, and sold him both, 
giving him a deed specifying a quantity nearly or quite 
eqjual to both, and closing up with the usual phraseology 
“more or less.” My father bought and paid for seven acres 
i shown him by the minister and set forth in the deed, 
When in fact there were only three acres and a half; and 
td on calling the attention of this professed servant of the 
Most high God to the circumstance, was answered, ‘* What 
toes your deed say? More or less. ‘Well, if there is not 
hore, and you say there is not, then of course there must be 
less.” And no restitution would he make. As I read upon 
Its grave-stone the praises of this hypocrite, set forth ina 
Mssage from Holy Writ, I am ever reminded that 


‘* Here lic the dead and here the living lie.’? 


As a specimen of the insatiate horse-leech style of suck- 
iy — the bare-faced, shameless begging — to which these 
tuedged priests would resort, I give a single instance of the 
Motes that might be mentioned. A minister came to my 
fither with the mournful whine of a starving cnr, and say- 
ig, “I haye no meat,” « I'll give you a quarter of beef,” 
Wis'the veply. “But I have no barrel in which to salt the 
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meat,” continued the beggar; and was quickly answered, 
“Tl give you a barrel.” “ But I have no salt.” “Then 
Tl give you the salt.” “ But I cannot get the barrel of beef 
home, as I haye no wheel-barrow.” Fully resolved notte 
be outdone, my father added, “ I'll give you a wheel-barrow,” 
And with all these the preacher departed, with an unpardot- 
able omission, leaving undone one essential feature and prop. 
erly the closing act of such a proceeding: —he ought to 
have asked my father to wheel the load home for him! 
To those best acquainted with human nature in all ifg 
phases, it will be superfluous to add that this minister 
afterwards became one of the bitterest of my father’s foes, 
Among the itinerant female preachers belonging to the 

* Christian denomination,” or nearly enough allied to its 
faith and practices to make my father an occasional visit, 
and the ** Pilgrim Tavern”’ (as his house came to be known 
and called a both saints and sinners) a temporary home, 
were Clarissa Danforth, whose devotion to the Lord wis 
succeeded by that she came to haye for a man that she mar 
tied; and a Miss Macomber, who on taking a second sober 
thought was led to Consider Howland, and became his wile} 
Satah Thornton, who lived, I think, and died in single bless- 
edness ; and the pettish, waspish, squeamish, brutish, irase 
ble, devilish, and all things disagreeable usually considered 
or ever expressed under the term ‘ old maidish,” Harnet 
Livermore. Harriet, as every body who ever heard her talk 
fiye minutes must have learned, was a daughter of Judge 
Tivyermore, of Maine, and in her early life was said to have 
had an admirer, a lover, and these doves walking out by the 
soft light of the sweet silver moon came upon a bridge where 
they stopped to bill and coo, admire the beauty that wate 
lends to a landscape, and with simpering softness expres? 
their tender sentiments. Dead calms are said to be the im 
mediate precursors of the conyulsions of carthqnakes, and 
from. hot love to cool hate, as from the sublime to the ridin 
lons, is but a single step. Something was done or omittetl 
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that displeased the angelic Harriet, when in an instant she 
vas an incarnate devil, a she fiend, and with the yelocity of 
lightning or her uncontrolled passions, she seized the aston- 
ished lover and hurled him from the bridge headlong into 
tle stream. He did not drown, as anything so near to light 
gd airy nothingness as to be enamored of Harriet Liver 
more would not be dense enough to sink, but the bath served 
eHectually to cool his ardor and quench the flame in his 
hosom, and he came out of the water a wiser if not indeed 
abetter man. 

Although but seven years old myself when last she perse- 
tited my father and his family with several weeks of her 
presence, well do I remember how peace and quiet fled away 
at her approach and remained absent during her stay ; how 
with the fussy flutter of a setting hen she made herself tho- 
wughly disagreeable, arrayed as she was in the heat of sum- 
mer ina thick woolen cloak, with a foot-stove at her feet 
“iid 2 fan in her hand, keeping warm her body, heating 
ler feet. and cooling her face at one and the same time ; and 
how in dog-days I was sent to carry her foot-stove, glowing 
with heat, into the pulpit, where she attempted to preach 
lit before she had proceeded far she noticed one of the 
sugers turn over a book in the gallery, at which she was so 
tiaged as to sit down, pout and refuse to go on. And while 
on that visit, being sick, as she said, she directed mill por- 
tidge served for her diet, requesting that it be well supplied 
Wath raisins and generously strengthened with good brandy: 
Also do I remember how pleased I was with the story that 
she Was once receiving her breakfast in bed, when discover. 
tig something on the tray that displeased her, she yelled out 
“the servant, “Does your mistress presume to send such 
‘Alterkfast to Judge Liyermore’s daughter?” and at the 
tine tite reaching out her foot and kicking the salyer from 
the servant's hands—vwhich act, on being reported, speedily 
trowght the woman of the house to the room, who taking 
town the bed-clothes said, “I sent J udge Livermore's dangh- 
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ter that breakfast, and am now come to spank her;” which 
with one of her shoes she proceeded to do, and unspatingly 
did she accomplish it. 

Then there was another female preacher, nof an old maid, 
but who ought to have been, and whose husband carried her 
about the country, and at the same time carried his own 
sober and troubled face, looking “ poor in spirit” enough 
to inherit a large share of the kingdom of heayen, His 
gteat, fat, lazy wife, while stopping at my father’s and oc 
cupying one of the chambers in which were “ set a bed and 
a table and a stool and a candle-stick,” for the holy men of 
God which were believed to be passing continually, thoueh 
in good health, was too indolent to get up to spit or reach 
for anything to spit in; and there she lay, and hawked, and 
Spit against the clean walls of the chamber. 

I should not have been so minute in details, or careful ta 
give the disgusting particulars, but that in addition to shoy- 
ing the patience my father exercised, and what he suffered 
in trying to bear other people’s burdens, I might also show 
why Lam not what my father was. First, these people, it 
the name of the Lord, came so near eating him out of house 
and home, that I had not the aaheeeonth to do, and there- 
fore could not if I would. Second, I discovered that there 
was much humbuggery and deception in religious pretei- 
sions, and that a large part of professors were really base 
pretenders ; and familiarity with ministers from my earliest 
youth bred such a contempt for them, their practices, and 
eyen their pretended faith, that I would not be as my father 
was if I could. Indeed, I am conyinced that before his death 
he himself discoyered that he had fallen into the error of 
Goldsmith’s village preacher, who 


** Pleased with his guogts,”? had ‘ learned to glow, 
And quite forgot their vices in their woe; 
Careless their merits or their faults to sean, 
His pity gaye ere charity began.” 
Ebenezer Peirce, during the most of his life, enjoyed 1 


markable good health. Once, when a young man, being i 
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New York city, he was taken down with measles, and at: 
fempted to doctor himself; and as a result came yery near 
dying, even after a good and skilful physician had been 
(alled, as neglect and bad management had caused the dis-’ 
tase to take the wrong direction. 

While that fatal malady called the “ cold plague’’ was 
tiging in or about 1816, he stopped at the hotel in Warren, 
KL, being on his way to Providence, and while warming 
himself at the fire was attacked with this disease, and after 
quite a long sickness was barely able to recoyer. The first 
symptom of the disease that he discovered was a sudden and 
foyere pain in one of his little fingers. 

His death was caused by an hereditary affection of the 
kidneys, nearly resembling the gravel (the same disease that 
Proved fatal to his father), and from which he at times suffer- 
m intense agony for the last six years of his life. 

* Take comfort,” he used to say to me, “ take comfort 
tilay; because if you neglect to do so, this day will soon 
liye passed and cannot possibly be recalled. To-day’s com- 
fort must therefore be taken to-day, if at all.” And he eyi- 
dently practised upon that principle. Was he to take a 
ile, the pleasure was but half complete unless he could 
find some one to ride with him, for at least half his happi- 
ies Yesulted from seeing others happy. As he rode along, 
Toould never discover but that his interest in the welfare 
and prosperity of others was equal to that he had in his 
Oyn, and the pleasant and kind manner in which he sug- 
gested what he deemed improvements upon the course they 
Were pursuing prevented them from becoming angry at what 
they might otherwise construe into an impertinent imtra- 
fon; for, 

** His ready smile a parent’s warmth expressed, 

Their welfare pleased him and their cares distressed ; - 
To them his heart, his love, his oriefs were ciyen, 

But all his serious thoughts had’ vest in heaven. 

As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale, and midway leayes the storm— 


Though rownd its hase the rolling clouds are spread, 
Hternal sunshine getiles on its head.?? 





eee 































324 THE FPERIRCE FAMIDY. 


Joanna, wife of Ebenezer Peirce, was, as has been ye 
marked, the eldest daughter of Col. Benjamin Weaver* and 
wife Amy Brownell, and was born in the ancient house fur 
merly owned and occupied by her father (and still standing 
at Assonet Four Corners in Freetown), on Monday, May §, 
1786—a year made memorable as that in which Shays 
Rebellion occurred. 

Fey localities in that section have a greater historic inte 
rest than this old houset and its grounds (once embracing 
some five hundred acres, but now reduced to less than one 
acre), being, as it was at one time, the home of Col. Thomas 





* Col. Benjamin Weaver was the first son and only child of Benjamin Weaver, 
dr., master mariner, and was horn in Freetown on Wednesday, June 25, 1735, The 
parent belonged in Swansey, Mass., and the mother was the second daughter ant 
third child of Oapt. Ambrose Barnaby. She was born in V'reetown, June 26,1733, and 
married Benjamin Weaver, Jr., of Swansey, Noy. 4, 1753. She wanted ono day of 
being 22 years old when her son was born. Col. Weaver at an early age had the 
Diisfortune to lose his father, who was drowned in or about 1756, and in 1753 lis 
mother became the wife of Col. Sylvester Childs, of Warren, R. I., 2 Colonel mndep 
the King ; and going to live with him in Warren, she left the son with hor inthe 
in Freetown, where he remained until old enough to learn a trade. His advantage 
for obtaining an education were yery limited, and when other boya thought they bud 
done well to learn to read, write, spell and cipher, he, in addition to this, bucinteu 
good Latin scholaxy. Through life he was ever remarkable for the strict method with 
Which he sondacted his business, and for his honest integrity and great industry uid 
conscientionsnesa, as also for his neat and genteel appearance, pleasant address; hi, 
being universally admitted to be the most polite man in town. At the commence 
ment of the war of the revolution, he was a Sergeant of a Company of the Rhode 
Island forces in the patriot army, and returning to Massachusetts daring that Waly 
he served in a Freetown Company sent to aid in the defence of Rhode Eland, and’ 
not long afterwards was promoted to Captain from the ranks, and in a regimentol 
Which Manasseh Keripton was Colonel, Joseph Durfee Lient.-Colonel, and Georgp 
Claghorn Major; and was subsequently promoted to Lieut.-Colonel of shut raginel, 
George Clachorn being Colonel and Robert Harle Major. As Treasurer of Freetown 
he was chosen by annual elections for twenty-nine yeara; was Assessor five yeamy 
Selectman one year, School Committee ten years, Auditor of Town's accounts fw 
years, and in a great number of instances Moderator of town meetings, Aswdill 
tice of the Peace for Bristol County, he seryed about thirty years, and left a youl 
of about three thousand cases that had been tried before him. 

{ Thisis a tyo-story building, 30 by 40 feet on the ground, with & one story 
porch 18 feet by 24. The house was erected by Ephraim Tisdale in or nvar thé yh 
1740, or about one hundred and thirty years since, and the porch by Cul, Weaver 
aliout the close of the revolutionary war. Wphraim Tisdale, Jr., a staunch Toyalixty 
an account of whose sufferings for the King are siyen hy Mr. Sabine on page iT of 
lua “Loyalists,” and his brother Henry Tisdale also, a buvished tory, and eine 
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Gilbert, a noted loyalist. Ephraim Tisdale, the builder and 
fist owner, Was 4 man of great worldly possessions, and a. 
grandson of John Tisdale, one of the twenty-six original pro- 
puietors of Freetown, who purchased this township of 
the Indians, April 2, 1659. John Tisdale was killed by the 
Indians, June 27, 1675, and Sarah his wife died in Decem- 
hem 1676. It was upon the land of John Tisdale, and near 
the site of this old house, that those forces of Plymouth Co- 
ony tesidmg in Taunton, Rehoboth, Bridgewater and Swan- 
sey, Were ordered to muster preparatory to setting out on a 
warlike expedition against Awashuncks, the squaw Sachem, 
Ang: 8, 1671. ‘The site of this house was also once owned 
by Capt. Roger Goulding, who relieved Capt. Benjamin 
Church and his men from their perilous situation at the 
battle of the Peasfield, J uly 8, 1675. 


The name Joanna was given by Col. Weaver to this, his 
dest daughter, because that was the Christian name of hig 
mother, and she had been thus named by her father, Capt. 


Hlaahoth, the wife of Major Thomas Gilbert, Jr., and Mary, wife of Bradford Gil- 
Ve no refugees, were all residents in this old house. 

Capi. Jacl Hathaway and Capt. George Chase, tory Captains in the Revolution, 
‘gether with Abial Chase, were the next owners and occupants, and so continned 
llabout 1762, when Thomas Gilbert became bath owner and occupant, 

Gilbert had been a Captain at the siege of Louisburg. in 1745, Lient.-Colonal in 
{he Byench and Indian war in 1765,.and was made Colonel of local militin in 1762; 
Toraccount of Col, Gilbert, see ‘* Sabine’s American Loyalists,’* pages 320-323. 

Robert Treat Paine, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, and 
Samuel Barnaby, member from Freetown to the first Constitutional Convention, 
toy Clerk, Selectman, Assessor, and Committee of Inspection, Correspondence and 
Aloty, Were the next suecessiye owners, the last named of whom, by deed hearing 

te of Feb. 1, 1782, conyeyed it to Col. Benjamin Weayer, who owned and oc- 
Mpled it till his death, April 23, 1838, when it descended to his danghter Joanna; 
ind at hey decense, Jan, 6, 1859, to Ebenezer W. Peirce, the writer of this sketoh. 

frame of the house is Massive ouk, the rafters being Jarger than the timber 
Tovensed for corner posts, and the coyering of oak plank. Much of the internal 
Ltemaing in statu yuo, and in one of the chambers are paper-hangings that haye 
Hered the walls more than three score years, The thouzht has often occurred to 
Mey that could these walls speak, what a yolume of local history could bo commu- 
‘ted by them! The bed-room ocoupied hy Col. Thomas Gilbert until about mid- 
Tlit: of April 8, 1775, vemains scarcely chanzed—the same door still swinging: 
Thon thie identical hinges that gave him egress when pursued by the infuriated 
a4 of Bristol Oounty, led by Col. John Dagactt, of Attleborough, 
28 
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Ambrose Barnaby,* for his mother Joanna Harlow (daughter 
of Sergeant William Harlow + of Plymouth and wife Mary 
Shelly), who was born March 24, 1669, and married J amex 
Barnaby, of Plymouth. She died in Freetown, Sept. 4, 172, 
He died in Freetown, July 5, 1726, and they were buried 
in the old town burial ground (now in Fall River), where 
his graye and that of his wife are marked by suitable stones 
bearing inscriptions. James Barnaby, of Plymouth and 
then of Freetown, was a “ cordwainer,’”’ and much less of 
aman than Capt. Ambrose Barnaby, his son, who probably 
took strongly from the maternal side. The will of James 
Barnaby, of Freetown, bearing date of June 22,-1726, gaye 
to'son Ambrose all his real estate, and to daughter Lydia 
Perry thirty pounds. James was born in or about 1670. 


0 OEE ee eee 
* Capt. Ambrose Barnaby was born at Plymouth in 1706; married Bhizabeth 
Gardner, of Swansey, June 14, 1728; died in Freetown, April 18, 1775. He wasthe 
principal donor of the parsonage farm, given to the Congregational Church and Soti- 
ety of Preetown, in or near 1747, and was Town Clerk of that town ten years. His 
chirosraphy was beautiful, and never excelled upon the records of that town helore 
oveince. Tnileed he seems to have been the amanuensis of his nelzhborbood, He 
was a Sélectuian of Freetown five years, Assessor four years, and Moderator of an- 
nual town meeting three years, His will bore date of Febroary 18, 1774, and in this 
he gave away about eight hundred acres of land in Freetown, with considerable 
autos of money and a large persoual estate, provided for the freedom of his nemo 
élave Fortune, who was to havea decent suit of clothes and a life lease of fifteen foes 
ofland, Capt. Barnaby was a Captain in or about the time of the old French wor 
(1745). His house, in which his daughter Joanna and grandson Benjamin Weavet 
were born, is still standing, and is a two-story building about 40 by 60 on the 
ground, elaborately finished, and must baye been an elegant. dwelling for Is 
time. Here tradition informs that Capt. Barnaby dispensed a generous hospitality 
hardly equglied and never excelled in that section of the State. The almanac hang: 
ing in his house the year his grandson Benjamin was born, is pow possessed by the 
writer. This old homestead jarm of the Barnaby family was purebased ky dames 
Barnaby (the father of Capt. Ambrose Barnaby) for the sum of thirteen funded 
pounds, and Feb, 18, 1725, the date of the deed, and is still owned by his linail 
descendants. ' 

7 Sergeant William Harloy settled at Lynn, then at Sandwich, and last in Ply- 
mouth, and few names se often occur upon the colonial records, he being almost eats 
tantly employed in offices of arduous and important trust, such as required ability, 
honesty and strict integrity. Thus we find him to baye been a Selectman of Plys 
mouth for the years 1668, °69, "70, "71, °72, 773, '74, °77, 783, °Bd, °B5, ‘86, “80, ‘My 
and *91, and a Deputy or Representative to the General Court in 1673 and 1675, ; 
Mary Shelly was his thind wife, She was born Noy, 3, 1639, and marvied ‘Wilkins 
Harlow, Jan. 25, 1606. He was one of the Grand Inquest for several Yeats, Shel 
Jy, the maiden name of the wife, waa probably what came to be called Shirley. 
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James Barnaby was a son of James Barnaby,* and born 
of his wife Lydia Bartlett, a daughter of Robert Bartlett,+ 
who came passenger in the ship Ann in 1623. Robert 
Bartlett's wife, and mother of Lydia Barnaby, was Mary 
Warren, eldest daughter of Richard Warren and wife 
Elizabeth. 

And now, as we haye incidentally noticed so many of the 
imeestors of Mrs. Joanna Peirce, it might seem invidious to 
omt the few others, and- who were also very respectable 
people. 

Benjamin Weaver, her great-grandfather, then said to 
have been of Freetown, we are informed by the Town Re- 
cords of Tiverton was married to Ruth Sheffield, of Free- 
fown, April 11, 1723. Ruth, the wife, was born Jan. 10, 
1704, being a daughter of Amos Sheffield, the first Town 
Clerk of Tiverton, and his wife Anna Pearce. Amos Shef 
field was born June 25, 1673, and married Anna Pearce 
March 5, 1696, Anna was born Feb. 14, 1674, and died 
Noy. 27, 1706, leaving the daughter Ruth a motherless 
thild when less than three years old, and who became a 
Wie at the age of nineteen. In the Registry of Deeds for 
Bristol County we find Benjamin Weaver noticed as follows: 
“March 1, 1733, Benjamin Weaver, Mariner, of Swansey, 
for three hundred pounds bought of Stephen Bowen, of 
sid town, shipwright, twelve acres of land in ‘ Shovwa- 
met purchase,’ bounded on Taunton river and a coye, and 
to ran to a rock by the grist-mill dam.” J; anuary 17, 1745, 

"Benjamin Weaver, Mariner, for eleven hundred and sixteen 
}ounds and six shillings current money bought of Benjamin 
Kinsley of Swansey, fifty-two acres and a half of land in 
Showamet purchase,’ with barn and grist-mill thereon 





* After the death of James Barnaby, Lydia became the wife of John Nelson, of 
Middletiora’, She was born June 8, 1647. 

{Ho is said to have been much © opposed to psalm-singing.’” Ainsworth’s Psalms 
mid (he tunes appended, badly printed and perhaps worse sung, could but offend 
MM good sense and good ears, He was married to Mary his wife in 1623. Her 

"came over in the Mayflower in 1620 
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standing, and bounded by land of Peter Weaver and by 
Taunton river.” “ Dee, 13, 1756, Benjamin Weayer of 
Swansey for fifty-six pounds bought of Samuel Slade, of sail 
town, fourteen acres of land.” These three purchases made 
him a farm of seventy-eight and a half acres in Swansoy; 
and besides this he owned quite an extensive tract in whut 
was then Freetown, but now Fall River. 3 
*Showamet purchase” was that part of the ancient town 
ship of Swansey, set off and incorporated as a new and dis 
tinct town (Feb. 20, 1790), and called Somerset, and the 
lands of Benjamin Weaver were near the present residence 
of Capt. John D. Cartwright, and in that part of the town 
sometimes called “ Egypt.” 
The will of Benjamin Weaver bore the date of Noy, 19, 
1774, and gave 


“To beloved wife Ruth the income and improvement of all my 
homestead farm and buildings during her widowhood, and alfo farm- 
ing tackling and tools, during widowhood and no longer, and alfo give 
to her at her own difpofal, all live stock of what denomination foev- 
er, and all indoor movables except what I shall otherwife difpole of 
in this will, and what fire-wood she shall have occasion for her own 
ufe, and what fencing stuff as she shall have occasion for making and 4 
keeping in repair the fence on this my homestead farm, to be taken 
from off my land lying in Freetown. “ Also give to beloved wife my_ 
side faddle, bridle and pillion, and all my provision and proventet” 
I shall have by me at my deceafe, and all in lieu of thirds or dowiy. 

*“Ttem. I give and bequeath unto my grandfon Benjamin Weavoly 
fon of my fon Benjamin Weaver deceafed, the fum of six pounds lay> 
ful money, to be paid to him eaqually by my two fons Samuel and 
Parker Weayer, two years after my wifes deceafe, and alfo giveant” 
bequeath to grandfon Benjamin Weaver my silver shoe buckles. 

“Ttem. I give and devife to my two fons Samuel and Parker ‘Wess 
yer, all my land lying in Freetown, to be eaqually divided between 
them, they allowing my wife to take wood and fencing stuff from und 
off faid lands as above exprefsed. ' 

“Item, I give and devife unto my fon Samuel Weaver, in addition 
to five hundred dollars I have heretofore given and paid for him, pes 
Southerly part of my homestead farm, beginning at a tree by a high: 
way whereon the gate now hangs, from thence Easterly in range of ie 
stone wall as it now stands untill it comes to the South East comero! 


= 
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my rye field, and from faid comer on a straight line to the South West 
wrner of the meadow adjoining to Peter Weaver's land, and from faid 
tomer as the wall now stands Easterly to the brook, and thence to 
Tatnton Great River, and to be as wide at the river as at the brook, 
Alf give to fon Samuel my gun, Sword and Saddle. 

tem, I give and devife to fon Parker a 
iy homestead farm and buildings. 

“Item. I give and bequeath to daug. Anna Evans,* in addition to 
What I have allready given her, the fum of five pounds lawfull money, 
Whe paid her in one year after my wife's deceafe. 
“Ttem, I give and bequeath to my daug. Ruth Potter, in addition 
tewhat I have allready given her, the Cum of five pounds lawfull mo- 
nty, to be paid within two years after my wife’s deceafe. 

Hitem, I give and bequeath to daug. Eunice Read,f in addition to 
whit I have allready given her, the fum of five pounds lawfull money, 
lobe paid in three years after wife's deceafe. 

"I give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Look, in addition 
Wwhat I have allready given her, the fum of fiye pounds lawfull mo- 
my, to Be paid to her by my wife four years after my deceafe, 

“Item. My will is that my Executrix and Executor hereafter 
| of land I bought of Samuel Slade, and 
arising thereby to pay my just debts and charges, 

“Eiwauty, all the Rest and Residue of my Estate not before given 


Il the rest and residue of 





* David Eyans, Jr, of Freetown, and Anna Weayer, of Swansey, 
1745, and their son Benjamin Eyans (named probably for his maternal 
gudfather) yas born Jan. 9, 1749, and as Ensign of Capt. Benjamin Read’s Com- 
Why served twelve days at Rhode Island in July and August, 1780. He was an 
or of Freetown in 1779, 1783 and ‘84. Mary, a daughter (of D. Ryans, Jr, 
wile Anna, Weaver), born Febrnary 12, 1751, married Nov. 24 » 1779, Gilbert 
Hoy, of Freetown, and who afterwards Went to the State of Maine, and their 
an David, horn Sept, 24, 1788, resided in Rochester, M ass., and was commissioned 
lethe local inilitia as a Major, Oct, 10, 1823, and Colonel Sept, 11, 1827. 
"Anottier dauchter of D. Evans, Jr, and Anna his wite was Elizabeth, horn Feb. 
te, and who became the wife of Henry Tisdale, a Freetown tory. They were 
mrried in 1773, and in 1778 he woa proscribed and banished, went, to St. John, 
Mow Bronsyick, where they resided ahout three years and then returned to Ree 
if 
7 Luniog Weaver became the wife of Lieut. Jonathan Reed, of Freetown, now 
int. He was chosen Treasurer of Froctown March 2, 1773, and served ten 
ie Selectmen, Mar. 7, 1774, and served tnvelye years; Assessor in 1794; Town 
luditoy in 1771, 192, “07, "98.and 499. one of the Committee of Correspondence, 
NpKtion and Safety in 1776, 1778 and 1779. As a Coroner for Bristol County he 
Swpsinted March 17, 1781. ‘heir sem Ichabod Reed was born April 26, 1760 ; 


Were married 


MO! thie second company of local militia of Frectown, was commissioned Liew- 
aut Tune 8, 1789, Captain Oct, 22, 1793; died Dec, .5, 1796. ; 
28+ 
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away in this my last will and testament, I give unta my beloved wile 
Ruth, the better to enable her to pay my just debts and legacies, whom 
I make, constitute, ordain and appoint, with my loving fon in law Jon 


athan Reed, fole Executrix and Executor to this my last will and 
testament.” 

The signing of this will by Benjamin Weayer was wit 
nessed by Joshua Alger, Clark Ritenton and David Peiree, 

The reasonable inference to be drawn from the little that 
has here been presented, and which is all that we have beau 
able to gather concerning Benjamin Weaver, is that he had 
been a mariner, and that upon the seas he had earneda 
competency that enabled him to become quite an extensive 
landholder, both in Swansey and in Freetown. 

Benjamin Weaver, Jr., who is named in the will as haying 
deceased, had followed the early occupation of his father, 
and on or before the eleventh day of December, 1752, 
became a master mariner, as appears from his Log-Book or 
* Journal,” in my possession, and from which I here copy: 

‘A. Journal of a yoyage intended by God’s permifsion from Rhodt 


Island to Charlestown In South Caroliner, in the Sloop Lydia, Kept 
by me Benj* Weaver of freetown. 


“December ye 111752 being Munday at about 7 a clock in ye 
morning Came to Sail at Conanicut ferry With ye wind at N. W. and 
at M. Block islan boar N. Distance 2 Leagues Wherein I take My 
Departure for Charlestown.” 


Under date of Dec. 19, 1752, he records : 


“ We fplit our main Sail so that Mr. Swift and my felf wete ont 
ployed for feveral hours to mend it. This day we kild a Sheep and 
Drest part of it for Dinner, 


** 1752 Dec. ye 25 Monday. 

This morning we found one of our Sheep Dead in the yard.’ 

‘© 7752 December ye 26 being Tufday. ; 

this 24 hours four part vary flatterin We Reckin our Selves @ 
Gulf Stream ye Latter part the Wind breased up at the Westw ; 
We Stud to ye N. ward and W. ward. Last Night wekilda Sheep: 

*Jenuary ye3zo" 1753 this Day about 5. p M. Came oyet Charl 
Town bar and parted With ye pilote To proceed for North Cos 4 
ner Pleas God with a fine Wind at S. W. and we Rum to ye 
Ward and North Ward all Night.” 
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They appear to have arrived at Charleston, 8. C., on or 
about the 17th of April, 1753, and started for home May 13, 
1768, and made Long Island on the 22d of that month. 

His next and last voyage in the Lydia was from Newport, 
Sept. 20, and they left Charleston to return Oct. 14, 1753. 

This last voyage in the sloop Lydia was completed about 
the last of October, 1753, and in this Journal of the seas 
he also recorded some incidents in the voyage of life, as next 
“appears : 

** November ye 4™ 1753 . 
Being Sunday, this Evening 
Benj" Weaver Jun* and Joanna Bernebe 


Weair Maried By the Rey* 
Mr Silos Britt.” 


A single day only seems to have been given to festivity, 
or the freedom of home, to “ cheer up the wife he had 
taken,” for we next find, 


| “November ye 6" 1753 then Benj* Weaver Jun* Came from Home 
To go on board ye Schooner Mary an To Rigg and to fitt Her for the 
Seea for a voyage Intended by God’s permifsion for North Carolina 
aid from thence for the windward Islands and from thence Down to 
’ Hastati and Home,” 


From this Journal we learn that he started upon that voy- 
age about sunrise of Dec. 1, 1753, and a very interesting 
iccount of his sea-yoyages is therein contained, and continu- 
ed until May 29, 1755, when was commenced “a voyage 
Thtended by Gods Permission In Mary an of Newport my 
elf Master bound for Tenner Reef, Began about 11 A.M. 
ftom Taylor's Whorf, and about 2 P.M. Turned Brinton’s 
Reef.” And this being less than one month beforé the birth 
of his only son (Col. Benjamin Weaver), doubtless the pa- 
tent was absent from home and on this yoyage (June 25, 
155) when that event occurred. 


One of his bills of lading upon that yoyage haying come 
Into my possession, I give a copy : 
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Git’ by the Grace of God in good Order and well Conditioned by 
David Lockhart & Co. in and upon the good Schooner cal]. 
edthe Mary Ann, whereof is Master under God for this pre 
fent voyage Capt. Benjamin Weaver, and now lying at ane 
chor in the road of Ovotown and by Gods grace bound fop” 
Rhode Island to fay thirteen pipes Canary Batan Wines 
for Acco* and Rifque of the Loadders being Mark’d and 
Number’d as in Margin and are to be deliver d in like oot 
Order and well Condition d at the aforefaid Port of Rhode 
Island, the Dangers of the Seas only excepted, unto Mefsis, 
John Crofe and John Wooddrop or to their Afsigns, he or 
they paying freight for the faid Goods with Primage and) 
Average Accustom*, In Witnefs whereof the Master or pur 
fer hath affirmd to three Bills of Lading, all of this Tenor - 
and Date, the one of which three Bills being accomplishd 
the other two to stand void, 


And so God fend the good Schooner to her desired Port in Safety. 
Amen. Dated in Theneriffe, 21 July, 1755. . 


I believe that for several years, the log-book on his yoy 
ages, in sloop and-in schooner, never shows a greater speed 
than six miles per hour. 

The death of Benjamin Weaver, Jr., that is said to have 
resulted from drowning, must have occurred soon after, a8 
ata Probate Court held in Norton, Aug. 30, 1756, Joanna 
Weayer, his widow, was appointed Administratrix upon his 
estate; and ata Probate Court holden in Freetown, Nov, 
Ist, 1757, she was appointed guardian to the minor child,* 

And because we have come last to notice the Gardner, 
from whom, too, Mrs. Joanna Peirce was lineally descexided, 
let it not be supposed that the writer considers that family 
least among those to whom she was allied by blood. 

From records of the ancient town of Swansey, Mass., we 
learn that “Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Gardner and” 
Hannah his wife, was born Noy. 11, 1708, about 11 o'clock 





* That letter of administration, 26 also that of appointment as guardian, are in 
the possession of the writer, and have been so carefally preseryed that some 7? 
of the impression made in the wax of one of the seals can now be read. I am tho 
fourth generation that has had them in keeping, 
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wi the forenoon”; and from the first book of Freetown 
Records, that Ambrose Barnaby, of Freetown, and Elizabeth 
fardner, of Swansey, were married June 14, 1728; and 
ym an old brown stone in the town’s burial ground, near 
“Mother’s Brook,” so called, that Elizabeth, widow of Capt. 
Ambrose Barnaby, died Jan. 28, 1788, in her 80th year. 

The Probate Records of Bristol County furnish evidence 
hit Mas, Elizabeth Barnaby was a sister of Col. Peleg Gard- 
met,” the record of whose will shows him to have been a 
min of great wealth. Samuel Gardner, the father of Col, 
tleg Gardner and Mrs, Elizabeth Barnaby, was a son of 
Ticut, Samuel Gardner, of Newport, R. I. ; next of Free- 
fon, and last of Swansey. 

Concerning Lieut. Samuel Gardner — or Gardiner, as he 
mote it—we have gleaned from ancient records the fol- 
Owing facts. First, from the Registry of Deeds for Bristol 

(mnty, that on the 31st of October, 1687, George Lawton, 

tf Freetown, in consideration of the sum of two hundred 

“id fifty pounds lawful money of current silyer, conveyed 

0 Samuel Gardner, of Newport, R. I., the southerly half 
fot of the fifth lot or share in gaid Freetown, said half-de- 

Yoihed as being fifty-eight rods wide, and containing four 

ilindved acres, more or less, with dwelling and out-houses 
























* Peleg Gardner, of Swansey, was Lient.-Col. of Ist Regiment in the local mili- 
Mot Bristol County, from about 1770 till Sept. 19, 1775; William Ballock, of 
Mhoboth heing: Colonel, Timothy Walker, of Rehoboth, Major, and Christopher 
Mion; Adjutant, Ool. Gardner died Aug, 10, 1789, in the 71st year of his age, 

| 1762 Peleg Gardner was Captain-Lieutenant of a company of the local militia 
iSwansey, Kdward Luther being his Lieutenant, and Caleb Mason Ensign. 

Of the first Regiment Bristol Co. militia, were appointed in February, 1762, 
tithmal Bowers, of Swansey (now Somerset), Col. ; Andrew Cole, of Swansey, 
int-Colonel + Valentine Wheeler, Major, and Levi Wheaton, Adjutant. Bowers 
‘S000 after removed from his office ns Colonel, and Cole promoted to Colonel, 
uleilée to Liewt.-Colonel, Isaiah Hunt, of Rehoboth, made Major, and Nathan 
a Adjutant. William Bullock was made Colonel of this regiment Feb. 27, 


Tiience, the wife of Dr. John Turner, of Frestown (now Fall River), was a sister 

Wo Gardner and Mrs, Hlizabeth Barnaby. Dr, John and wife Patience were 
\, Nphtents of Dr, John Tarner, Jr., horn March 22, 1748; and ulso of Betsey, the. 
Mot Joeeph Davie, Oolonel in the patriot army of the reyolution, 


mmad _— » ee ae _ 
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thereon standing, and also half a share of salt meadow af 
Sippecan. This half of the fifth lot in Freetown, George 
Lawton, Jr., of Portsmouth, R. I., had purchased of Th. 
mas Cornell, of Portsmouth, March 24, 1679, and Comell 
had bought the same of Samuel and Joseph House, of Sit. 
uate, Mass., March 20, 1678 — Samuel and Joseph House 
haying inherited the premises from their father, Sam i | 
House, one of the twenty-six original proprietors who ae | 
chased Freetown of the Indians, April 2, 1659. Samad 
Gardner bought of William and Thomas Makepeace, Wilt 
liam Davis and, James Edminster, a half share of salt Ten 


salt meadow in that town of Henry Brightman, Apil 
1692. That half of fifth lot was in a part of Freetown thip 
at the division (Feb. 26, 1803) fell within the limits of Fall 
River. 

A little more than six years from the date of his first pu 
chase, viz., Nov. 14, 1693, Samuel Gardner and Blizabelh 
his wife, in consideration of two hundred and seventy pounils, 
teconyeyed this southerly half of the fifth lot in Freetonty 
and the half share of salt meadow at Sippecan, to Geos 
Lawton, of Portsmonth, R. L., together with housing aid 
improvements on the half share in Freetown, 

Thus it seems that Samuel Gardner became an inhabi ant 
of Freetown in the latter part of 1687, or early in 1688) 
for in addition to the fact that he owned half of the fifth loh 
and in his deed of the sale of those premises said thatill 
was that on which he dwelt, his name appears as Cleuks 
Freetown, and also Selectman in 1688, and to the lastnamell 
office he was reélected in 1690 and “92: Assessor in 1690 
and “91; Town Treasurer in 1690; Representative, or Daye 
puty to General Court, in 1690 and 792; and one of the tone 
council of war in 1690. (For authority, see first bookdl 
Town Records of Freetown.) The earliest tax lists of Pret 
town now extant are in the handwriting of Samuel Ga > 
ner, to whom alone we owe a knowledge of the date ™ 
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Which the south bridge over Assonet River was erected, 
who built it, and what it cost, together with the names of 
lise persons taxed to meet this expense, and what sum 
ich Was assessed and paid, 

iis a singular and significant fact that the town of Free- 
iim, which was incorporated in J uly, 1683, had no public 
lord until after Samuel Gardner became one of its inhabi- 
hiits* in 1687 or 1688, and the only records of taxes made 
ilir that time for a long term of years, were those Samuel 
finer helped to assess. Of all the town councils of war, 
mleach town in Bristol County probably had such a council, 
iideach council consisted of three persons, Samuel Gard- 
Iyilone was selected by the General Court as the council 
ifwar for that County, and the concise, and at the same 
ine particular record that he kept of his doings as one of 
Mit council for the town of Freetown, is the most remarkable 
ting of the kind brought to the writer’s notice; and when 
WMpared with other public documents of that early date, 
inating from this town, shows Samuel Gardner, in intel- 
ibice and executive ability, to have been head and shoul- 
lis above any other man or men that Freetown could boast. 





MCRD kKEPY By Lizut. SAMUEL GARDINER, ONE OF THE Cozo- 
ONIAL Councit or War in 1690. 


Wo the Liftenant or towne Counsill of freetown. You are re- 
Wed in their majesties name to take care that the two men you were 
Mitovide by order of the Last general Court be in readinefs by the 


4 th Of July well armed and fixed and every way provided to march 
Wording to order. 





Metof fail not. dated at bristol the 16 of June 1690. 


Joun Watty, Major.” 





Dh, perhaps, the’ records of Freetown, as'a town, were kept with those of 
Sule forritory ag a Proprietary, or in the proprietors’ records, from 1683 to 1688. 
Mook of Proprietors’ records has been lost, 


Seg Pe ae 
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*¢ June the 24. Entered for volinteers William Davis, thomas ira 
tor, and Joseph Chetihagueatt Indian for the town of freetown Ega 
the Common Enemy for the prefent Expidition for Canady and tarbo 
Cary being pr efent for faid Expidition. taken by me. . ! 

SAMUEL Garprngr,” ” 


**July the fourteenth. tarbo Carye and thomas traintor marcht for 
plimoth but Will: Davis and the Indian went not.” 


freetown June 25: 1690. 


Eee 6 OE eS US 
ohn Reed 00 04 00 Jobe Hathway 00 03 00 
athew Boomar oo o2 oS Robert Durfee 00 02 
Ralph aerll 00 ot o8 John Sandford 00 OF 
thomas king 00 02 oo Thomas Traintor Vollinteer 
Benjemin Chaes ©0 02 oo John Simmons 00 02 0 
Nickolus waimoth 00 00 06 Joshua Tifdale 00 04 0 
Samuel Rowland 00 Or oo Samuel Howland 00 03 
John Gosbury 00 Or oo Efrom Hathway oo 00 I 
William Davis Volinteer morris freelove 00 00 
William makepeace 00 03 og Richard Weskutt 00 00 | 


Thomas makepeace oo ot o4 Liftenant Thomas Terry o1 if 





Widdow makepeace oo 00 03 Samuel Gardiner 00 05 00 
James Edmister 00 OI oO = 
Job Winslow 00 03 08 02 10 
Taunton’s peeples medows. 

. Bo Bye WI 

Liftenant masy 00 00 03 

Widdow Burt 00 00 03 

John Hodges 00 00 03 

dekon williams 00 00 09 

Elkeny Bobbett 00 00 05 

John Bryant 00 00 06 

00 02 O05 

2 10 oO 

Total 2NT2 Os 

William Davist 00 02 oO 


ee 

* Tarbo Cary was probably an Indian. On the roll of the company in which i 
served, his name is given as ‘ Carlo Cary.’” 

+ William Davis, one of the volunteers, haying failed to meet his engagem 
his name was therefore added to the tax-list. It seems they did not tax the sol 
who served in that war, being more generously if indeed not more justly disp _ 
than in the late war of the rebellion. The writer lost his right arm from a cil : 
ball, in the late war, and soon after one of the Assessors of his town proposed fa 
increase his tax, ‘‘ because he was getting the benefit of the war,’? as he said! 
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"To Thomas King Constable In their ™majesties name you are Re- 

quired forthwith to gether the above faid Ractt In silver money and 
it paid In to the Town Trefury by or before the first day of July 

next hereof faile not as you will anfwer the contrey and in foe doe- 

ing this shall be your Warrant. 

Samuet Garpiner, Towne Clarke 

and one of the Rate makers, 
Tuomas Terry Selectman.” 


| “The above faid Rate was made by Samuel Gardner and Thomas 


Jetty by and with the confent of Thomas King Constable and Samuel 
Owlind Selectman, 


*The Refon was becaufe John Reed one of the rate makers was not 
Ehome and out of town for three or four days after the rate was made 
Wthe rate required haste to get the money for fitting the towne with 
tock,” 

MJine 24", At towne meeting It was ordered by the Vote of the 
bwue that at Every town meeting the people give in their yote to the 
clitke fora moderator who shall call and difmifs faid meeting, and 

loever of the town being Lawfully warned do not appear at or be- 

te the time appointed and there attend till faid meeting be orderly 
ind fully difmifsed Except a Lawfull and sufficient Excufe Shall be 
ined for the ufe of the towne the fum of two shillings in money. 

"a" Ordered by the town that Every houfe holder way fareing 
mor other perfon In this towne that works for wages shall for him- 
‘efor a fufficiant Englishman in his Room take their turn as it shall 
Uewvly Come to be and travel as a skout throw the woods from wote- 
‘Pa* to the plane at afsonet River Called the horse pound; and on dif- 
Rovering any sufpitious perfon to fend him or forthwith to give the 
IoWne Counsil notice Constable or any of his neighbors who are te- 
Wired to aid and atsist toward the apprehending of him or them, the 
Shoit is to be well armed and is required to give his neighbor that is. 
travel the next day timely notice of his turn, it is to begin on the 
ay of this instant and to remain while further ordered and to begin 
ithe South end of the town. 

B Wotepa here named was that sestion bordering upon a lake still known by the 


hi 


Minne Wattuppa,’? where Fall Riyer (the stream from wheneo the city de- 
Mite name) takes its rise. There ave several small lakes ox ponds, one of which 


=> 


Héliven miles in length and one mile in breadth. ‘These ponds are produced by: 
tial springs, ‘The desent of this vivey is 126 feet. The yolume of water is 
mbint, not Liable to excess, and of sufficient power for the largest manufactorics, 
ete is 2. Wamp near the north-easterly comer of Freetown, still known as the 
fe pound? and “the upland adjoining was probably, in 1690, “ the plane at 
“tei River called the horse pound.”’ 
29 
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“The penalty for non-performance of this order is three shillings 
fine to the towne. 

‘‘ Ordered and yoted that there be forthwith Levied and made a 
rate of fifty shillings in such fpecies as the town Counsil see meet to 
defray public and town charges. 

“The above faid orders were all agreed to at a town TERE held 
June the 24 ;—1690. 

SAMUEL GarRpINER, Clarke,” 


1690. 
ffreetown d* 
lis. 5. 
July 3 To Cash Delivered to Thomas Traintor by order 
of the majority of the Town Counsill » 
To 24 flints 
To 3 pd of Led 
15 To t pair of pumps to Tarbo Carye 
To x pair of plain finish shoes to Thomas Trantor 
To t pair of stockings to Tarbo Carye 
To 2 yards of (eeinn to Tarbo Carye 
To Cash delivered to John Hathway for 3 p* powder 
To Cash p* M* Edy for mending the Countrys gunn 
To Cash to Thomas Traintor 
16 To Cash p* John Hathway towards his musket 
To Cash p* Thomas Tery towards 2 hatchets 
To brown thred to Tarbo Carye 
To 1 shirt from will makepeace to Tarbo Carye 
To 1 musket from Thomas makepeace delivered to 
Thomas Traintor I 
To 1 powder horn from Hathway del@ to Tarbo Cary 
To 1 {nap fack from Durfee d' to Tarbo Cary 
Po t gun from Tho: King dl to ditto Carye i 
To to Thomas Traintor 
To 1 weskot from John Hathway d* to ditto Carye 
* 22 To Cash delivered to matthew Bormar post for 
Rhode Island zs 
To 1 hatchet delivered to Tarbo Carye u 
To r hatchet delivered to Thomas Traintor z 
august 
16: To 2 quarts of rum to Traintors wife z 


= 


& 
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Charges to the foulders under maior Church august 27 ; 
To 1 gun from John hathway to John King valued at 1 7 ™ 
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. dbs. s. a. 
To 2 yards of Cloth for fnap facks from Benja- 





min Chase valued att 5 00 
To Cash p* by the Constable at bristol Se ote 
To Cash from the Constable to prefs money I oo 


To Cash from the Constable to Cpt. Southerd for 





a hatchet 1 06 
To the Constables billiting John King 8 days 4 90 ‘ 
To 1 pair of shoes from Ralfe aerll to John King 6 00 
To Samuel Gardiners being deputy at Plimoth 5 days 12 06 
To Samuel Gardiners tending the genarall Courtt as 

deputy 12 06 
To ditto Gardner tending the Generall Court at 

Plimoth 3 days 4 06 

13, 17 03 
_ freetown d! to perticulor men that is to fay. 
To Job winslow for ferving on the grand Inquest 7 06 
mathew Bomar Nets 
Robert durfee o 8 
To William makepeace : 1 6 = 
To John Read o 8 
Benjamin Chase 8 
To Samuel Gardiner for ferying as Deputy ¥ 12 <6 
To morris freelove Oo 4 
To Job winslow 1 6 ; 
To william makepeace for a hatchett r 6 
To Thomas king I 9g 
igreed by the town to pay it the first Zs ‘ 






To Thomas Terry for ferving as deputy In the 









year 1689 to wit being 9 days whereof he : _" 
has recieved 8: s oO 14 (60) = 
; The above faid account is all ordered to be p* out the a . 


Mountry rate made feb. 20 1690-1 Exsept Terrys. . a 
more to Samuel Gardiner for deputy © 10 oO : 






1690 be at 
_ Per Contra Gx. 






ly 3 by t paire of stockins Received from Thomas 
king Constable 
by 2 yards of facking from ditto 








03 «03 
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los. 5. de 
by cash from ditto 15 05 
by cash from ditto for Gardiner’s Rate 00 05 60 
by cash from ditto for Simmon’s 00 02 oO 
by Bomars, Erils, freelove’s and Rowland’s Rates 00 06 
July 16 By cashifrom the Constable oO OF 
25 By Benjamin Chase’s Rate 00 02 
august 2 
20 By Samuel Howland’s Rate 00 03 ( 
27 By cash to prefs money from the Constable 00 o: op 
By a hatchet 00 of of 
By cash p? at bristol oO Of 
2 1 
By sundries as appears In padge 23 ; 24 and 
25 In this Booke 10 05 
Ballance 12 14 


The Contry dd to the Inhabitants of 
freetowne July the 13—1692 
To 1 gun dd to Tallby Jennens from Samuel Gardiner 
apraifed at’ OF 05 
To Samuel Gardiners suppering 12 men and braekfasting 
13 men at 4: apiece 00 08 
To cash by faid Gardiner for fitting men out 00 4 
By ditto from John Read 3 
To ditto from Job Winslow 2 
3 
I 
I 
I 
2 
2 


s 


To ditto from Samuel Howland 

To ditto from mathew Bomar 

To ditto from Ralfe Aerll 

To ditto from nickolus Evans 

To John Hathway a fnap fack dd to Tallby Jennens 

‘To Thomas king for a hatchet and horn dd to Benjamin hoping 

To Thomas ae for billiting benjamin Hoping 8: days from 
the time he was prest to the time he marcht 

To 1 powder horn from Sam Howland to Tallby Jennens 

To John Read for billiting 18 English men at 64 a meal 

To 32 Indians at 4° apeace 

To 22 ditto 

To a Lofe of bred and a cheefe 

To 4 days 1 horfe to nantasket 

To Ceeping six horfes 1 nigte and t man suppar Lodging 
and brekfast 3 


s2ee $8 ses 


Se 


= to <a 58 Su 
sseee 


= 
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Yo billiting at the return of the fowldiars 
To three Englishmen supar Lodging and brekfast 2 08 
[o 42 Indians 14 00 
Wo Thomas king for tranfporting an Indian fouldiar 2 90 
pa bullet pouch from Ralf paine to hopping 00 06 


From the Registry of Deeds for Bristol County we learn 
that on the 30th of December, 1693, or a little more than 
(month after selling out at Freetown, Samuel Gardner, in 
company with Ralph Chapman, a shipwright, bought of 
Bbenezer Brenton, of Swansey, for the sum of seventeen 
‘hundred pounds current money, “all that certain neck or 
tract of land commonly called and known by the name of 
Metapoiset, situate, lying and being in Swansey;” and on 
the 14th of February, 1694, Gardner and Chapman divided 
these lands, Gardner taking for his share the southerly part. 
Awall running across the neck near an old cemetery* is 
iid to mark the division line then fixed upon between 
Gardner and Chapman. 

, In the Probate Records for Bristol County, we find that 
Samuel Gardner did not live long to enjoy his Swansey pur- 
thase, as the following true copy from that record will serve 
to show : 

An Inventory of the estate of Samuel Gardner of Swansea, who 


lceafed y° 8 of Décem*™ 1696, taken by the underwritten this r5 day 
of february 1697 and apprized as followeth.} 


: Se itis, dee 
np" the houfe and land 800 00 00 
Cattle 10: year oldst 7 00 00 

TI 2 year olds I5 00 oO 

3 3 3 year olds ' 5 95 00 





* This is the family cemetery of the Gardner family, and nearly opposite, on the 
Uher side of the road from the spob on which tradition informs that the first Gard- 
Mrstttler built his log house, that was succeeded by a stone one, Upona flat stone 
Taking one of the graves in that cemetery (pointed out as those of the pioneer 
nestor and his wife) I saw a large letter S, and nothing more. 
1 this was a yery large estate for those early times. Few equalled it in valuation, 
{This doubtless meant ten cattle of the age of one year, such as farmers now 
iT Yearlings,”? 





4 
5 
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£ sd, 
15 kind 37. TO oO 
17 steers and oxen and Bull 59 10 0 
to horfe kind 20 00 99 
97 sheep 1g 00 00 
Husbandry tackling and tools TO 00 00. 
15 fwine 2 00 00 
r negro 30 00 00 
Armor 2 guns and sword 6 00 00 
Wearing cloths 12 00 0 
Beds and Bedding _ 8 00 0 
Tools I 00 oO 
Puter and Plate 2 00 00)" 
Brafs and Iron 5 00 0 
Glafs bottles and Lumber 6 00 © 





£1046 05 , 


RatpH CHAPMAN 
JAmMEs CoLe 


Bristol this Seventeenth of ffebruary 1696-7 Then Did Elizabeth 
Gardner widow and Relict of Lieut. Samuel Gardner Late of Swarte 
sea Deceafed appear before John Saffin Esq Judge of Probate of wills” 
and within the County of Bristol And made oathe 

that this Inventory is true and just and when she knows more she 
will reveal it whether in the chest or Elfewhere that it may be here 
unto added and recorded. Joun Sarrin. 

Joun Cory, Register. 


Lient. Samuel Gardner and wife had a daughter Eliza- 
beth (named, probably, for her mother), born in 1684, and 
married January 16, 1699, to Edward Thurston, of Newport 
She died September 24, 1754, Also a daughter Martha, 
born Noy. 16, 1686; daughter Patience, who married Tho- 
mas Cranston, of Newport; daughter Sarah, and a som 
Samuel, who married Hannah 

Sarah Gardner, by deed bearing date of Jan. 12, 1718; 
and in consideration of one hundred and sixty pounds, col 
veyed to brother Samuel her right in this estate, except 
what she reserved in “ moyables,” valued at fifty pounds; 
and Patience Cranston, Aug. 20, 1726, for three hundred 
pounds. 


HeEezEexian LUTHER 
prizers. 
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_ The year in which Mrs. Joanna Peirce was born is(as 

‘before mentioned) made memorable ag being that in which 
tecurred “ Suay’s Repetrion ” — an uprising of the peo- 
ple more formidable, because more popular and more gene- 
tilly thought to be right, than any outbreak of the kind that 
has since occurred. Indeed, in some of the towns of Bristol 
County the town’s stock of ammunition* fell into the hands 
Wf the insurgents, who probably were the majority of the 
voters of such towns at that time; and in only one town 
throughout, the County could an entire company of the local 
“tiilitia be rallied to the defence of the government. Free- 
fown furnished the ostensible leader of the rebels of Bristol 
Golinty,in the person of David Valentine, a man of preat 
therited wealth, but who neither inherited or was eyer 
able to acquire the practical ability resulting from com- 
mon sense, The stern integrity of Col. Weaver was now 
teverely tested, and proved to be equal to the terrible emer- 
Gency ; for he not only kept the town stock from falling into 
the hands of the Freetown rebels, but so largely increased 
the quantity, that it is but a few years since the writer 
ty more than half a bushel of leaden bullets of what were 
left of those tradition asserts were then moulded by direo- 
tion of Col. Weaver with which to kill the Shay’s men.+ The 
inyielding purpose that then shone so conspicuously forth 
M1 Col, Weaver, and which was ever through life a marked 
fait in his character, was largely inherited by his eldest 


* Theancient town of Rehoboth, in open town meeting, Dee, 25, 1786, voted, by 
Muinjority of 110, ‘‘ that they wished to haye an alteration in the present system of 
ernment; *? und soon after voted ** to instruct the selectmen to remove the pow= 
rand other town stock now at Col. Thomas Carpenter’s.”” Carponter had been a 
folie in the. patriot army in the war of the revolution, and was opposed to the 

Ys movement. 

} An nttempt to stop the June session of the County Court, then convened at 
“Anton, was. the first open act of their violence in Bristol County, ‘This was repeat. 
Ait September, 1786, and in October of that year they appeared officered and armed 
put down the Supremo Court, David Valentine left the country, and remained. 
bile in England to eave his life. THe was finally allowed to return and remain, 

laking an oath of allegiance, 
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daughter, Mrs, Joanna Peirce, who united two seemingly 
opposite qualities ; for with as much care and cantion as | 
ever saw exercised by the most timorous of persons, she 
had but to be convinced that a risk should properly be rn, 
and she at once became the most reckless and daring per 
son I ever knew, either man or woman. Indeed, thew 
seemed to be no such thing as frightening her. Nor haye! 
ever been acquainted with a person during the whole course 
of my life that I thought governed his or her passions with 
such complete and so absolute asway. Indeed, I had grown 
to be quite a large boy before I learned or had become ac 
quainted with my mother, for till that moment she was at 
least in one respect to me an entire stranger. Her uniform 
and long patience had become proverbial, and I had many 
times presumed upon it and tested it until I had come to 
feel that it was exhaustless. If I wanted a thing fhat had 
been denied, I teased for it, and this once asked one fd 
many times, when she turned and came towards me, and a8 
she did so I caught a look at her eyes, and called out quid 
ly, ‘No, no—I do not desire it,” for I had neyer before, 
nor haye I since, met such a piercing glance; nor had! 
before or since seen the human being of whom I was 0 
much afraid. I could then understand, as never before; why 
she had been so careful to instruct me in early childhood, 
that I * must,” yes “ust,” learn to govern myself, else l 
never should “be any body,” as she termed it, ‘ Must 
learn to govern yourself, must govern yourself,” she would 
repeat, “ for such self-government is attainable, and I know 
it, know from experience.” 
If she did not know that from experience, then nobody 
ever did learn anything from that best of schoolmasters, and 
save for a second of time in that single instance, I never 
knew her to fail in the practice. a 
Tn patience she was also equalled by condescension and. 
kindness ; not condescension to an inferior that expects {0 
be rewarded, not kindness that claims an immediate returl; 









THE PHIRCE FAMILY, 345 


but condescension and kindness emanating from the highest 
ind purest. of motives known to or ever actuating the hn- 
ina heart. Was a person of the neighborhood sick so that 
watchers were required, the poor as well as the rich, the 
‘uetched as much as the more fortunate felt free to ask her 
Nissistance ; and itis a fact that really tells more than yol- 
‘mes of finely worded encomiums could do in her praise, 

af meyer in a solitary instance did she refuse such a 
ull, ox get off by framing any excuse whatever (until she 
had passed the age of three score and ten years), and there 
Was hardly a house in her native village or its environs in 
Which she had not passed at least one sleepless night, and 
itmany of them several, 

Becoming a housekeeper as she did at the age of seyen- 
“teen years — and, as can readily be seen from what has been 
given concerning her husband, with his large family of worl 
men who were engaged in building his vessels, whom they 
toarded, and these succeeded by an almost endless train of 
tehgious company — her cares and labors were such for the 
text fifty-three years that one can readily see how an excuse 
ihr not passing sleepless nights after such days of toil, could 
tisily haye been framed, had she been disposed to offer one 
showing conclusively that her good will was ever the 
parent to the way. 

Nor did she,* after thus performing these acts of kindness 
ind charity, bring home her pains and uneasiness therefrom 
itising, to be borne or participated in by her family, or 
imile out at her window and frown in her own house, as so 
miiny so-called charitable and public-spirited women now- 
‘lays wre wont to do ; for until far advanced in years I 
Tbyer mew her to lie down the day after watching, but 
ilivays to keep up and stirring with unabated activity, that 


= eee ee eee 
1, remark, **T do love to sea people whose conduct at Lome is 


Winwistent with their actions abroad, and who if learned to-day may be known ta- 
ow,’ Know thyself?” was another of the precepts that she ever strove to 
Mittive, believing, as she did, that the great ‘study of mankind is man”? 
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her family might in no wise be incommoded or neglected 
from what she was voluntarily suffering for others; and s9 
industriously and unceasingly was she employed in making 
her family comfortable and her neighbors happy, that no 
time was allowed even had she the disposition to indulge 
that popular form of modern monomania so common among 
unemployed and unprofitable women, in tasking their feeble 
intellects and still feebler hands to provide a bible, ayed 
flannel shirt and fine-tooth comb for every black baby bom 
in the jungles of India or wilds of Africa. Of her it could 
not, a8 in truth was said of another woman of my acquaint 
ance, a modern Pharisee in religious pretensions — 
“She starved her poor horse till its life passed away, 
But never forgot for the heathen to pray.”* 

And not only among her family, neighbors, kindred and 
- friends, was she the always kind, ever considerate, self-sacit 
ficmg woman, but to her goodness, gentleness, equanimity 
and discretion can we add the testimony of her house sel 
yants and domestics —not that of their lips simply, but the 
far more truthful and ever-reliable. proof furnished by thal 
actions. From the date of her marriage to that of herhue 
band’s death was a period of nearly forty-two years; aud 
during this time she had three hired domestics, or female 
servants, who remained with her eight, twelve, and twenty: 
two years* respectively, and two of these left her service ti 
become wives of men of respectability and property, not 
were either of them poor relations who staid here for lack 
of a better home. Think of this, ye families who deem 
yourselves fortunate if your Bridget of Monday morning 
identical with the Bridget of the succeeding Saturday night! 
Let it not be said that was a state of things now unhappily 
passed away, for such long-continued services were not oath 
mon even then. 

* Miss Betsey Burr came to liye with the writer's mother when he was bitiant: 


year old, and saye for about six months remained till be was twenty-live yeu 
age, when she became the wife of Mr. Phillips, : 
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_ Nor were her kindness and good will confined to the mem- 
hers of the human family ; for every horse, cow, sheep, lamb, 
pig, eat, or fowl, of what kind soeyer, hardly learned to 
Jecognize our premises as its home before it came also to 
togard her as its particular friend; and why that was so, 
i few notices of her devotion to the lower animals of God’s 
gation will fully serve to show. 
My father had purchased a small pig; that to gratify her 
flie Was permitted to feed, and the rapid growth of this pig 
Weeame the subject of remark among the neighbors, and 
gmised my father to make some inquiries to ascertain the 
secret of such success in raising pork, and was answered, 
“T feed it.” ‘ But,” continued he, “ how do you feed it 2” 
tid was told, ** A little at a time.” Another question, pro- 
ily answered, solyed the mystery ; for on asking, “ How 
gion do you feed it?” was told, “ Siwteen times a day.” . 
While residing near the east bridge in Assonet Village, my 
fither had a large hog nearly fat enough to kill, and this 
tyme had the liberty to range in a lot in which a well had 
teen recently dug, and nearly or quite stoned up. My mo- 
ler took it into her mind, that, as the nights were long, 
this hog might suffer from hunger, and therefore fed it just 
before going to bed; which as soon as my father learned, 
edesived her not to do; and now fora time that hog’s eve- 
ting meal was conveyed to it with the secresy of murder, 
One dark evening she went out, and scarcely above a whis- 
pet; called the lazy porker from its nest, and by listening 
iMtentively was enabled to hear him come laboriously and 
fnting along, when on arriving at the well there came 
Isplash, @ souse into the water, and the terribly unwelcome 
ttuth flashed wpon her mind that the hog had fallen into the 
iW well. Losing no time, she went back to the house and 
willed some workmen in the hope to get it out before my 
father learned what had happened ; but all in vain, for if 
int by the Ianterns, he was by the squealing of the hoe quick- 
W attracted to the spot and apprized of what was going on ; 
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and it was not until after repeated failures that they at last 
succeeded in getting the frightened and considerably injured 
hog above ground. 

Tt was not that she was required to feed farm stock, buf 
because she so loved to do it and took such satisficton 
therein, that she came to the practice. 

Among the foibles of my early manhood (for I had some) 
was that of keeping a brown bear, that from a little pot. 
grew to be a large and indeed dangerous creature; and 
my mother, then more than seventy years of age, want 
ed only a small excuse for feeding this treacherous beast, 1 
hadbut to be absent and its feeding time thereby delayail 
for a short space, and she would prepare what she knew 
would suit its greedy taste, and enjoy the pleasure of seeing 
him devour it, with far more real satisfaction, too, than she 
would have deemed it proper to acknowledge. r 

A yisitor of our family once walked out to look at the 
grounds of the place my parents then were occupying, and 
being somewhat wearied, seated himself under the cooling 
shade of a tree. While there, he was, as he said, forcibly 
struck with the conduct of the animals, each one of whichin 
turn — horse, cow, sheep and lamb — paid him a visit, smelt 
of his face and clothing, licked his hands, and exhibited 
a gentleness and confidence that seemed to say, nought in- 
habits here to hurt, harm or make aftaid. How muchol 
this-millennial spirit was directly or indirectly due to the i 
fluence of my mother, it may now be difficult to determine, 
but a great measure I am fully assured. ; 

Not only for geniality and kindness, but for uncommotl 
neatness and economy, was Mrs, Peirce remarkable; andl 
as a care-taker I scarce ever knew her equal, never her 
superior. An aged man, who was a house carpenter, tt 
marked that he never knew Mrs. Peirce’s equal asa care 
taker. ‘No question,” said he, ‘‘can be asked about het 
house, its defects, great or small, to which she is not ready 
to give an“immediate answer, and that too from an acl 
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knowledge ; and no woman that-I ever saw took so good 
‘are to save a house from destruction.” He had been em- 
“ployed for many years to build and repair private residences, 
‘md had had opportunity to see the great difference that 
marks the internal management of families. 

fiom her parents she inherited a well-balanced mind, an 
gieeable disposition, healthy body, and a singularly strong 
tuustitution. Her father died in his 83d year, and she in 
ler 73d, yet neither of them ever suffered from that very 
tommon ail the headache. When about twenty-eight years 
wf age she had a fever, from which she barely recovered,* 
wd one of the effects of this sickness was to cause the fall- 
ig off of her hair; and that which supplied the place of 
fitich profusion of dark brown and glossy curls, was a 
mouse, short and wiry hair, that ever after detracted preatly 
fiom her former personal appearance. 
» For a person of her size she was very strong (as her weight 
Mever exceeded a hundred pounds), but her uncommon 
iotivity and sprightliness enabled her to do what with her 
Mtength could not otherwise have been accomplished, 

Going into her kitchen one afternoon in summer, she saw 
Hman sitting just within the outside door, and who evidently 
‘lad been drinking to excess, and as he addressed some im- 


cease his talk or she would put him out of doors; at 
WWhich"he derisiyely smiled, and was proceeding in his im- 
Moper train of conversation, when she pounced upon 
ind seized him, and in much less time than is here taken 
Wtell it, hurled him headlong out of the door, where he 
till sprawling his whole length upon the broad stone step. 
ul there he lay, for a time, pretending to be dead, and so 


= 


+ lb was while she was confined with this sickness, that her brother, Maj. Joseph , 
Weaver, died. He was remarkably popular, being genorally respected and loved, 
lien preparing the local militia for service in the field in the last war with ‘Eng- 
Aud, he at onestep was promoted from Sergeant to Captain, and then made Major 
Wer tight Captains whose commissions were older than his own. 


30 





ploper remark to the kitchen maid, my mother ordered him: 
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successfully imitating death, that she and the servants called 
to look at him could not sce but that he was dead. Exhibit 
ing no excitement or the least trepidation, she calmly remark 
ed, “I thought that I was doing my duty, and still believe 
that I was; and now if I have killed thé man, am ready and 
willing to suffer the consequences.” My father being’ ap- 
prized of what was going on,. procured some whipsticks, — 
which to the drunkard he unsparingly applied, effecting 4 
resurrection instanter. : 
We yotice simply as a fact, deeming it to be a matter of” 
comparatively small importance, that Mrs. Joanna Peirce 
made a profession of the Christian religion, and on the 4th 
of September, 1808, was admitted to membership in the 
First Christian Baptist Church at Assonet V illage in Free: 
town, an organization that commenced May 14, 1807, with 
only sixteen members, but within two years had, by admis 
Sions, Increased to one hundred and five members, and ah 
another “ vevival’’ in 1811 and 12 received sixty-one per 
sons More — thus making in about five years, in that imme 
diate neighborhood, one hundred and sixty-six converts t0 
their particular form of religious faith. The profession of 
religion has become so frivolous, and so often sexyes asa 
convenient and successful cloak for deception and wicked 
ness, that the writer feels that he is detracting from the 
character of a really good and true person to say that he or 
she 1s or was a professor of religion. The term professor 
bids fair to be considered identical with deceiver, as much a8 
that of “ monkery” has already come to express rascality. 
Of Mrs. Joanna Peirce several likenesses exist: one al 
oil painting, taken from life by Miss Marietta Thompsoty 
of Middleboro’, in 1854; also a daguerreotype from life, 
taken the same year; a photograph copied from the da 
guerreotype im 1859, and a small likeness enclosed in a gold 
locket that also contains a lock of her hair, ‘The last name 
ed was worn by the writer on his left breast next his pee 
son for several years during service in the late war, and Waa 








THE PEIRCE FAMILY, B51 


there when he was cut down by a:cannon ball thrown from 
Farebel battery, June 30, 1862 (at the battle af White Oak 
Swamp, in Virginia), which cannon ball cut off his right 
immatthe shoulder, It used to afford him a great deal 
Wf consolation to think that in the event of being killed, 
though hastily buried on the battle-field, where 
** No useless coffin enclosed his breast,’? 

this to him priceless gem might rest upon his bosom, and 
the shadow of his mother’s face, with a lock of her hair, 
iteompany his mouldering form back to its mother dust. 
Put while he was under the influence of chloroform (admin- 
istered by the surgeons who dressed the wound) this locket 
wastaken off and handed to a trusty person who fulfilled his 
thligation by giving it to him when he retumed fo the army, 
md thus it was saved. This precaution was taken because 
le was thought to-be injured internally as well as éxternal- 
1}; im a word, mortally wounded: and thus was he by our 
Wireating army left behind to be captured by the Confede- 
tiles, and among strangers and enemies to die a prisoner in 
tlle hands of rebels. 

This was the order of things observed in that part of the 
Voion Army to which the writer was attached, for six days 
of those memorable seven known as the “ seven days battle,” 
Mhilecd he had received from Gen. Richardson, his division 
tommander, no longer than the day before, direct and posi- 
Hive orders to leave his dead unburied and his wounded to 
Nhe cared for by the rebels. ‘To leave this locket on his 
| person, therefore, his friends thought, was not to insure its 
tial with him, but its being taken from him by his pitiless 
Mptors, 

- Mis. Joanna Peirce, during the most of her life, enjoyed 
Mnarkable good health ; and saye when suffering from a 
ter (in 1814, to Which an allusion has been made) and 
While in the hospital with smallpox, in February and March, 
1800, was seldom confined to the house by sickness, even, 
a single day. Unlike many, however, who from sor- 
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rowful experience never know what it is to be sick, she 
abounded in her sympathies towards those suffering that 
affliction.* - 
One of the first evidences of failing nature was discover 

ed when she had attained to about seventy years, being the 
total loss of the sight of one of her eyes. No pain, accom 
panied it, and she could not certainly tell when it occurred, 
but closing an eye one day was ‘surprised to find herself in 
total darkness. - 2 
From this time the decline in her health and. strength 
was gradual but constant, until the night of December 30, 
1858, when she retired as usual, and sometime during that 
night evidently suffered from a fit, as she was greatly chang- 
ed in appearance, both mind and body, when visited as she 
was in her bed early next morning. From that morning 
the writer scarcely left her by day, and watched with her for 
three consecutive nights, and then, with one night's sleep, 
watched nearly all of another, when he became convinced 
that the fates had decreed that she must die, and duty to 
himself demanded that the care of her should, at least i 
part, be entrusted to others. 
Tt was now Wednesday morning, January 5, 1859, and 
she was scarcely alive, but that the vital spark would remain - 
for one mote day and another night I felt as confident as if 
I had seen it written by the finger of Divinity on the canopy 
of the heavens; for I was assured that her time was n0b 
yet come. And it was as I expected it would be. Not 
far from the same hour on the morning of the same day 








* In an old account book kept by Col. Weaver, her father, I find, “ Gardne 
Joanna and Joseph Weayer entered the Hospital, February 21, 1800, and remainel 
there until Mareh 11, 1800, 


‘' The Hospital fees are as follows - 
£ s. ‘ 
Doctor's bill 9, s. per head Di: 
Nurses’ fees, 5. s. per head 15 
House Rent and fire wood 6. s, pr head 18 vs 
=: od 
mop IW 
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if the same month that I had been called, fourteen years 
fore, to witness the death struggles of my father, I was 
summoned to bid my best friend and one of the best of 
mothers a long farewell, and, in this life, a last and final 
adieu. She died at twenty minutes past one o'clock on the 
momning of Thursday, January 6, 1859, aged 72 years 7 
months"and 28 days. 

When about going into battle, or sorrows have encom- 
pissed me round so that there seemed no possible way of 
seape,* how often have I retired to my tent, where seen by 
meye save that of my Maker, that little locket containing 
he shadow of my mother’s face, and precious relic, a lock 
ofher hair, has been drawn from my bosom, and in the 
sewet silence of sanctum sanctorum, as I haye gazed upon 
itmy anxious, longing desires found form in thoughts more 
tumest than I ever heard expressed in verbal prayer: — 
“Spirit dear, but from this life forever departed, spirit once 
iihabiting a form, and thereby rendering its fleeting shadow 
tome more precious than any earthly substance, art thou in 
leayen? Then, despite the powers of earth and hell, may 
lever so- conduct myself as to merit and receive a place, 
limble though it be, at thy feet. Art thon in hell? Then 
there even may I go, for thy presence would light up the 
tevions of the damned, making it a heaven to me, and heaven 
Would be hell without thee. Is the graye to contain thee 
ter? Then may the yoice of the Archangel fail to disturb 
my slumbering dust, and at the last tramp of God may I 
sep a sleep that knows no waking.” 


thetzzer Prrncs, Esq. (No. 191) and wife Joanna WxayeEr 
had : 


(166) Ebenezer Weaver, b. late in the afternoon of Fri- 
ay, April 5, 1822, and in the north-west room on the first 
5 SR ii ee ee 
"The writer was once court-martialled, and of the court, consisting of seyen per- 
Mins packed to try him, two were within one year dismissed with disgrace from the 
Mee, id two more ran at the first fire at the fight where he lost his right arm, 
30%* 











_ Yille for 1853, that being the only year he resided in that 
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floor of their residence a little south of the stone bridge, and 
on the easterly side of South Main Street, in Assonet Villago, 
Freetown, Bristol County, Mass. The “ Old Farmer's Ale 
manac” for that year gives this as “ Good Friday,” but from 
the fortune that has attended that child in life, he has often 
thought that any “black spider,” or ordinary hangman's 
day (as Friday used to be considered) would have answered 
for that of his birth equally as well. But if this andng 
other day had been that of his birth, it remains in donbt 
whether this family sketch would have been written, or its” 
embodied facts collected and presented for the inspection of 
the literary world in general, and the lineal descendants of 
the emigrant Abraham Peirce in particular. 

He passed one school term at each of the following aca 
demies,*viz.: “ Peirce Academy,” Middleboro’, Mass, ; “ Bar 
con Academy,” Colchester, Conn. ; and “ Durham Acade: 
my,’ at Durham, New Hampshire. He tas married om 
Dec. 13, 1849, to Irene I, Payne, of Freetown, and has 
received at the hands of his townsmen the following offices’ 
by election, viz. :—Collector of Taxes and Treasurer of Tree- 
fown for 1845 ; declined the office of Collector and served 
as ‘Treasurer. Overseer of the Poor for the town of Lakes 


town. One of the general School Committee of Freetown 
for five years, viz., 1856, 57. '60, ‘61, and ’62, Anditor 
of town's accounts in 1856, ‘09, 60, and "65. Moderator 
of the Annual Town Meeting in 1856, *57, "65, and "68% 
Collector of town and school district taxes in 1866. 

He has received the following County offices by appoih 
ment:— Coroner for Bristol County, by Gov, George Ni 
Briges, Feb. 3, 1847; and that commission renewed by 
Goy. Emory Washburn, July 7, 1854, and by Gov. A. He 
Bullock, April 16, 1868. Coroner for Plymouth County, by 
Gov. John H. Clifford, Jan. 7,1854, Justice of the Pence: 
for Bristol County, by Goy, Emory Washburn, July 7, 1854, 
and by renewals of commission by Goy. John A. Andrew, 


# justice, by Gov. N. P. Banks, March 9, 1860, and by renewals 
i commission from Goy. John A. Andrew, July 25, 1861, 
ind March 23, 1865, and by Goy. A. H. Bullock, March 19, 
1868. Appointed to qualify Civil Officers, by Goy. Henry 
yi Gardner, March 17, 1855. Notary Public, by Goy. H. 
}. Gardner, Feb. 7, 1856. Public Administrator, by Gov. - 
Henry J. Gardner, Jan, 21, 1857. _Prover of Fire Arms, 
ly Goy. N. P. Banks, March 8, 1859. 

Under the authority of the United States he was, in Au- 
Hast, 1866, appointed by the President, Andrew Johnson, 
% Collector of Internal Revenue for the first Congressional 
Iisttict of Mass., and entered upon the duties of that office, 
Spf. 1, 1866. 

In the local militia of Mass. he has held the following 
mimed commissions : Quartermaster of 4th Reg’t Artillery,* 
ly Goy. George N. Briggs, Aug. 7, 1844, Major 4th Reg’t 
Artillery, by Gov. George N, Briggs, Aug. 31, 1844. 
Tieut.-Col. of 4th Reg’t of Artillery, by Gov. Briggs, Sept. 
; 1846; and from which an honorable discharge was grant- 
Mat his own request, July 27, 1848. Captain Assonet 
Light Infantry Co., by Gov. George N. Briggs, June 29, 
1800; from which he was honorably discharged at his own 
Mquest, May 12, 1851. Major of 3d Reg’t Infantry, by 
boy. Geo. S. Boutwell, Aug, 2, 1851. LientCol.t of 3d 
Nee't Infantry, by Goy. G. S. Boutwell, April 8, 1852, 

























* The dth Regiment of Artillery then consisted of the Artillery Companies of the 
Wis of Norton, Plymouth, Abington and Hanover, all time-honored institutions. 
te Norton Company was organized October, 1776; the Plymouth, J aly 817773. 
Ah Abington, Dee, 24, 1787; and the Hanover, May 3, 1802. To the offices of 
| torand Liewt.-Colonel of this Artillery Regiment Hbenezer W. Peirce was elected 
Vinanimous yote. Hon. Robert B. Hall, afterwards a member of Congress, was 
Mi and James Bates, High Sheriff of Plymouth Co:, Captain of one of 
“he companies, uy 
t While Liewt.-Colonel of the 3d Reg’t of Infantry, was four times chosen Colo- 
alifihut Regiment and declined. Had been @leeted Mujor and Liewt.-Colonel+ 
Vbiinously. Was made Brig-General fiom Lient.-Colonel, going in oyer two 
Wibiels. His Brigade consisted of the 3d and 4th Regiments of Infantry and a 
Mitchinoat of Cavalyy, 











another from Pennsylvania. 
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Brigadier General of 2d Brigade in first Division Mass, Vol, 
Militia, by Gov. Henry J. Gardner, Noy. 7, 1855. ; 

For service of the United States,* in May, 1861, was detail. 
ed by Secretary of War to command three months tiop 
in Virginia, and served in that capacity till that term of sex 
vice of those troops expired. Colonel of the 29th Muss 
Reg’t in three years service, by Gov. John A. Andrew, Deo, 
18, 1861.¢ While acting by virtue of this commission ata 
place called White Oak Swamp, in Virginia, June 30, 1862¢ 
his right arm was torn off at the shoulder by a cannon ball 
thrown from a rebel battery; and this ball, after taking 
off his arm, cut in twain a soldier of his regiment just above 
the hips. He arrived home on the 17th of July, and wai 
put upon the recruiting service in Boston, Aug. 1, 1862;§ 
recruited about one hundred men, and rejoined his regiment, 
at Aqua Creek in Virginia on the 28th of that month, and 
went with his command to the,second Bull Run’ battle, 
Aug. 30, 1862. Was on recruiting service in Boston some 
four months during the winter of 1862-3, and im Mareh, 
1863,sent to command a post in Bourbon County, Ken- 
tucky.|| Sept. 1, 1863, was placed in command of the 2d 





* Pirst man of any rank or condition whateyer who made a formal tender to Gin” 
Andrew of services in the late war of the Rebellion, offering to do duty as an ollie 
or a private soldier, as His Excellency should deem propér to employ him. 

f That was the date at which the 29th Regiment was organized, and he Wad ite 
first Colonel, Three of its companies were from Boston, one from Charlestown, antl 
one from each of the following towns, yiz. ; Lynn, Sandwich, Bridgewater, Bly 
month, Taunton, and Pawtucket. 

{ Two German regiments from New York ran at the first fire, and the 20th Maas 
Regiment was selected by Gen. Richardson to send to that part of the line the caw 
ardly Dutchmen had vacated, and was badly ent up while getting into position. 

§ Prom loss of an arm jas off duty only one month. 

|| This Brigade then consisted of the 29th Mass., 50th Penn., a New York and} 
Michigan regiment, and with that command he went irom Nicholasville, Ky,, 8 
Knoxyille, Tenn. Sometime daring the winter of 1863-4, the 50th Penn. was taki 
out and the 2d and 17th Michigan Regiments added to the 2d Brigade, s 

In the spring of 1864 his command was made to consist of the 3d Maryland, 2c 
and 29th Mass., 100th Penn., and part of a regiment from Wisconsin, and held tht 
part of the Union line hefore Petersburg, in which was Jocated an carth-work known 
as ‘fort hell.” Fora time had a heavy Artillery Regiment from New Vouk, and) 
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Biigade, ist Div. 9th Army Corps, and in that capacity 
* wayed in the States of Kentucky, Tennessee. and Virginia, 
intl Noyember, 1864, when he resigned, and was honora- 
My mustered out of the service ; having held a commission 
m the State militia and in the army for a twenty con- 
scutive years. 


Potty Premce (No. 192), 


Tifth daughter and ninth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
9) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. May 31, 1777. 
There is, perhaps, really no such name as Polly. Mary was 
“ist corrupted by calling it Molly, and then Polly, and hence 
iis fair to conclude that her name was properly Mary 
Teiree, and that she was thus christened for her father’s 
mother, Mary Hoskins, the wife of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 
14) and daughter of Henry Hoskins, of Taunton (black- 
flith), and granddaughter of William Hoskins of that town 
iid wife Sarah Caswell, said William having, as appears 
ftom his will (dated March 26, 1730), been one of the sol- 
diets in the Narraganset war, 1675. 

| Polly, or May. 3 in early life is said to have deyeloped a 
hore literary turn of mind than characterized the other chil- 
ted of Capt. Job Peirce and wife, and in this she was in- 
lulged, too, probably more than most girls in Middleboro’ 
‘it that time, by being sent for a longer term to school, and 
tobetter schools elise her older brothers and sisters had 
Teon permitted to enjoy. 

| Polly Peirce was united in marriage with Rey. David A. 

leonard, of Bridgewater, Mass., Feb. 9, 1797. He wasa 
Son of David Ljeotiard and wife Mary Hall, and born Sept. 

45,1771, grandson of Joseph Leonard and wife Mary Pack- 
ad, great-grandson of Joseph Leonard and wife Hannah 
Tetnings, great-great-grandson of John Leonard and wife 
Surah ——, and great-great-great-grandson of Solomon 
*onard, who was a settler in Duxbury, and one of the ori- 
final proprietors of and earliest settlers in Bridgewater. 
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David (the father of Rev. Dayid A. Leonard) was a twit 
and his brother born at the same birth was christened Jon, 
than. David (the twin) served as a soldier-under Gen, Johy 
Winslow at the seizing of the neutral French of Noya Seo. 
tiain September, 1755. (For this genealogical account of 
the Leonards, the writer is indebted to the Hon, Nahum 
Mitchell’s History of Bridgewater, pages 235-37.) The 
fighting qualities that were exhibited by the lineal descend, 
ants of Rev. Dayid A. Leonard and wife during the late wa 
of the great Rebellion, and who distinguished themselyay 
in both the Union and Confederate armies, will by a careful 
perusal of this genealogy be seen to haye been inherited 
legitimately, both paternally and maternally, as both fame 
lies from whom the mother descended have, in successive 
generations, for the full term of two entire centuries, fi 
nished men qualified to * speak with the enemy in the gate,’ 
and for more than one century can such be traced in the 
family of the father. 
Rey. Dayid A. Leonard graduated at Brown University 
in 1792, and was ordained to the work of the ministry Det. 
17, 1794, The services of his ordination were performed 
at Bridgewater, Mass., when a sermon was preached by 
Rey. Dr, Thomas Baldwin, that was printed. He preached 
to.a Trinitarian Congregational Church on, Nantucket fom 
July 1, 1796,-to February, 1797, and resided on that island 
about two years, and during that stay composed some 
poetry concerning the little village of Siasconset, which 
composition was printed and well received ;-indeed, it be 
came quite popular. It was while he resided at N antnche 
that he was married, and while he was there and wife it 
Middleboro’ (on the 22d of December, 1797), theit eldest 
daughter, Evelyn (afterwards Mrs. Farnham), was bor. At 
first Mr. Leonard ‘was in religious faith and practice a Cale 
vinistic Baptist, but ere long became, and throngh life con 
tinued to be, a Unitarian. He was baptized by immersion) 
and tradition says in mid winter, a hole having ‘been cut = 
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tie ice for that purpose, and this was perhaps while he 
Wasacollege student. Preparing for College, he pursued 
hig studies under Abner Alden, A.M. (afterwards Principal 
if Bristol Academy), but who then probably taught in 
Taynham, Mass. From Nantucket* Mr. Leonard seems to 
inye removed to and commenced housekeeping at Assonet 
Vilige, im Freetown, and here he temporarily supplied the 
pulpit of the First Calvinistic Church and Society, then the 
ily religions congregation in that villagé or section of the 
Wn, if we except a small body of Quakers. While resid- 
igat Assonet, tradition informs that he was also engaged 
limerchandise, and for a time in the occupation of a school 
tacher. The writer has seen and conversed with some of 
lisscholars.f I am, however, from certain circumstances, 
to conclude that Mr. Leonard located for a time in New 
Tork city, and that he remoyed his family thither before 
iting down at Assonet Village, in Freetown; and in this 
mmnection it may also be proper to add, that to no one of 
iisdescendants do I owe the smallest particle of the infor- 
Mition here presented concerning him or them, although 
inving repeatedly addressed letters to several of his children 
ii grandchildren soliciting such information: and but for 
ile kindness of Hon. William P. Thomasson, of Louisville, 
Ay (his son-inlaw), and Manning Leonard, Esq. of South- 
imdge, Mass. (his nephew), to both of whom I tender my 
Muteful ,acknowledements, this account would haye been 
Hci more incomplete and meagre in facts than it now is, 
Why the children and grandchildren of Mr. Leonard haye 
» persistently neglected or refused to contribute their part 
ithe proper and desirable information, I leave for the vead- 
ito determine, as the writer has come to no definite con- 
Uision on the matter, nor does he at this period and under 


* Ahott the time of leaving Naniueket he taught school in a. schodl-huuse that 
WMl00 the fam of his father-in-law (Capt. Job Peirce) in Middleboro’, now Lake- 
Mlovund Mr. Cyyas N elson, of Lakeville, was one of his scholars. 

1 Capt. John V, Pratt, late of Freetown, deceased, wasa pupil, as he told the 


q er, 
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existing circumstances deem a true knowledge of the yop 
son worth a tithe of the effort that would be required (g 
learn. 
Rev. David A. Leonard, while residing in the city of 
New York, supplied for a time the pulpit of the Gold Stree} 
Baptist Church, and also had charge of an academy. 
Hon. William Baylies, of Dighton, and afterwards of 
West Bridgewater, and Hon. Ezekiel Whitman, were class 9 
mates with Mr, Leonard in College at Providence, and hotl 
many years after bore testimony to the fact that he wasa 
brilliant scholar, successful in all the departments of study, 
and that he justly acquired some celebrity as a poet. 
Among the productions of his mind and pen that were 
printed and published, we find: ‘* A Sermon delivered al 
Holmes Harbor, Martha’s Vineyard, on the death of My 
John Holmes, Noy. 1, 1795.” “An Oration at Nantucket 
at the celebration of a Festival of St. John by the Union 
Lodge, in 1796,” *“ Funeral Sermon in Gold Street Chureh, 
New York City, Feb, 16, 1800.” “ An Oration on the Death 
of Gen. George Washington, delivered in the First Baptist 
Meeting-house in New York, Feb. 22, 1800.” ‘ Oration at 
Raynham, Mass., July 5, 1802.” ‘ Oration at Dightop, 
July 4, 1803,” and an Oration.on the “ Acquisition of Louie 
siana,” delivered at Raynham, May 11, 1804. While resi 
ing at Assonet Village, in Freetown, he commenced to build 9 
a house that he sold before completion to Nben’r Peirce, Tisqs 
his brother-in-law, and for a notice of which see pages BOl 
and 302 of this book. The premises on which he commen@” 
ed to erect this house he purchased by deed dated Sept. 13, 
1802, and in that document is called “ David A. Leonard 9 
Freetown, trader,” from which it appears that he had now 
come to be a store-keeper instead of a minister or a schoo 
teacher. That unfinished house and the Jand, as has bela 
been stated, he sold Sept. 4, 1804, and in June, 1805, Ie 
moyed with his family to Bristol, R. I. As Postmaster of 
Bristol he seryed from Jan. 1806 to July 1817, and ™ 
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August of the last-named year left Bristol with his family 
fo remove to what was then the “far West.’ While 
tesiding in Bristol he was not only Postmaster but Secretary 
of the Bristol Insurance Company, editor and proprietor of 
the Bristol Republican (a newspaper warmly and actively 
leyoted to the party and administration of Jefferson and 
Madison), a retail trader or store-keeper, and to the duties 
of all these stations added the literary labor of revising and 
Preparing for publication a translation he had made of the 
books of the New Testament, which labor was all lost, be- 
ing destroyed, together with about six thousand dollars of his 
ptoperty, by the disastrous effects of the equinoctial storm, 
Rept. 23, 1815, when his store and warehouse standing upon 
the wharf in Bristol were entirely submerged. 
On starting with his family for the west, he set out for 
Vincennes on the Wabash, then the most important town 
iIndiana, Disasters on the voyage delayed his passage, 
infil the elements, combining with his ill health, compelled 
Im (in December) to land his goods on a bank of the Ohio 
liver, and take up his abode in a little village called Tiaeo- 
iia, situated about one mile and a half from that river, in 
Foone township, Harrison County, Indiana, where, on the 
Md of July, 1819, he died.# 

His religious views, while residing in Bristol, R. I., must 
live undergone a material change, for the proof is very con- 
thsiye that he became a Unitarian, 


Rey. Dayip A. Leonarp and wife Potty Pemecn (No. 192) 
had ; 

(767) Eyelyn,+ b. Dec. 22, 1797: m. Farnham. 

Both died some thirty years since. They had two child- 

ti; a son and a daughter, who died about the time of reach. * 

ig their majority. I think that the parents died of cholera. 

The son died of consumption. 








"His wife’s father, Capt. Job Peirce, died the same day. 
{ Shie received a handsome provision in the will of Maj. P. Hoar, of Middleboro’: 
81 
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(768) Sarah Hoar, b. May, 1799. (She was probably 
named for Sarah, daughter of Robert Hoar, to whom an 
allusion has been made on page 148 of this book). Mar, 
Hon. Dayid Merriwether, Governor of New Mexico, He 
had been a member of the Kentucky Legislature for eight con- 
secutive terms, and after an interim of a few years was eleot 
ed once or twice more. Their son William is United States 
Marshal for the District of Kentucky. Their other sons 
took the side of the Confederacy in the late war of the re 
bellion, One daughter married Capt. E. Graves, a Cap- 
tain in the Mexican War.* 

(769) Mary Prior, b. in or about 1800; d. at an early 
age in the city of New York. 

(770) Helen, b. in Assonet Village, Freetown, Mass, 
Feb. 7, 1803; m. Dr. C, Hay, and they reside at Warsaw, 
Hil, Their second son, Maj. John M. Hay, was private 
secretary to President Lincoln, and afterwards Charge d'At 
faires to Austria, and now Secretary of the Legation to the 
Court of Spain. 

(771) Charlotte, b. at Bristol, R.I., in 1806; m. March 
25, 1828, Hon. William Poindexter Thomasson, of Louis- 
ville, Ky. She d. March 8, 1855. He is a son of Poindox- 
ter Thomasson and wife Sarah Dupuy, and born in Henry 
County, Ky., Oct. 8, 1797, where at the age of sixteen he 
taught a common school, and volunteered and served as@ 
private soldier in the regiment of Col. Duncan McArthut, 
in the closing Canadian campaign in the last war with Eng: 
land. Commenced the practice of law in 1817, at Corydon, 
in Harrison County, Ind., and was elected to the legislature 








* Although the writer has conversed wiin Capt. Graves, be oan hardly be sald 
have seen him, One night in the summer of 1863, while I was on duty in Kentuckyy 
Thad retired to bed in # chamber that I was then occupying in a Louisville hotel, 
when Capt Graves solicited an interview, and we had a brief but pleasant converte 
tion there in the dark, I judged him then to be, as one of his political opponents 
hag since assured me that he is, ‘*a frank, kind-hearted man.” I was al the tune 
yery favorably impressed with the high-toned manliness readily discovarable 
address and conversation. 
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of that State in 1818, and reélected in 1819, Returned to 
Kentucky in 1820, and located at Louisville, where he was 
elected to the State legislature in 1824, and city attorney 
for eight consecutive terms. Reélected to legislature in 
1842 and again in 1848, and also to a seat in the twenty- 
eighth and twenty-ninth Congresses of the nation. In 1857 
he removed to Chicago, and in 1860 to the city of New 
York. In the spring of 1861 left for the seat of war in the 
Mst Regiment New York militia, and in the ranks of that 
command fought in the first battle of Bull Run. 

Their son, Charles IL. Thomasson, born Feb. 1, 1829, as 
i Major, commanding the ‘“ Louisville Legion,” gaye his 
life a sacrifice in the Union cause at the battle of Chicka- 
maugua. Their son Nelson, born Oct. 15, 1839, is a Cap- 
fam in the 5th Regiment U. S. Army. 

(772) Julius Cesar; d. 1846, 

(173) Laura. 

(774) Charles ; is still living, and married. 

(775) 

(776) 

(177) 


Satty Premor (No. 193), 


Sixth daughter and tenth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in the old farm- 
house upon the homestead of her father, in Middleboro’, 
tow Lakeville, Plymouth Co., Mass., March 20, 1779, and 
Was united in marriage with Abial Nelson, of M., on Thurs- 
iy, Noy. 17, 1803. She died on Saturday, Noy. 24, 1838, 
aged fifty-nine years eight months and twenty-four days. 

Abial Nelson, the husband, was born in Middleboro,’ now 
Lakeville, July 20, 1777, and died of consumption, on the 
firm where he was born, Wednesday, April 29, 1829. He 
Wasa son of Thomas Nelson and wife Anna Smith, grand- 
to of Lieut. Thomas Nelson and wife Judith Peirce (No. 
48), and consequently a second cousin to his wife. What 
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the writer: thinks of the pernicious practice of marrying 
blood relations has already perhaps been sufficiently allided 
to on pages 216 and 247 of this book; and those who can- 
not be convinced by being informed that the legitimate off: 
spring of such inherit unbalanced minds or enfeebled health 
and constitutions, may, by trying the experiment, witness 
and realize the unhappy results. Of Abial Nelson the wi 
ter remembers but little, as with the eyes of a child of seyen 
years it was that he saw him, and recollects only his thin 
pale face, his weakened, emaciated form, wasting under that 
incurable disease, consumption. But he has since leamed 
that Abial Nelson had been a practical farmer, owning and 
occupying the most of the paternal estate that had also he 
longed to his father, grandfather and great-grandfather, 
the last named of whom was the pioneer white settler im 
that section of the town.* 

The three brothers of “Abial Nelson, yiz., Job, Thomas 
and Stephen, received each a collegiate education, the ex — 
pense of which was nearly all that their father could afford 
to bestow upon them, and hence the old homestead, or 
nearly all of it, fell to Abial, and is still owned and occ 
pied by his lineal descendants (grandchildren) of the sixth 
generation that have possessed, and for one hundred and 
fifty-five consecutive years improved the premises.f This 
farm stretched entirely across the neck of land which 





* Thomas Nelson, great-grandfather of Abial, is said to have settled there in 1717, 
and was the first of the Calvinist Baptist denomination in Middleboro’, being & 
member of the Swansey Church, which was tho first Baptist Church in Amoriow, 
He married Hope Higgins, and their children were—Hannah, b. April 10, 1600), 
m. Jan. 20, 1719, Jute Wood. Hope, b. Dec. $8, 1700. John, b: Aug. 1, 1703; 
m. Oct. 13, 1726, Abiah Leonard. He died June 6, 1732. Lois, b. Aug. 10, 270y 
m. March 12, 1724, Jedediah Thomas, Ruth, b. Feb. 25,1706; m. Nov. 30, 1726, 
Henry Thomas. Blizabeth, b. June 3, 1708. Thomas, b. April 12, 1710; m, Dao 
2, 1736, Judith Peirce, of Middlebora’. He died Mareh 7, 1768, She died Saw 23, 
1798. Sarah, b. Aug. 17,1712. William, b. May 30, 1714; m. Oct. 2, 1740) Hlia- 
beth Howland, Woxell, b. June 22,1716. Amos, &. Deo. 31, 1718. Tbynezar, be 
Dec. 22, 1721. 

+ Thomas Neleon purchased in 1714, and was bounded hy Indinn lands on two 
sides. 
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® iivides the long pond from the Assawomset, and it is highly 
fuobable that it was upon what became the Nelson farm 
that Capt. Benjamin Church, with his few brave whites and 
“Thdian allies, encamped the night after his engagement with 
} Tspaquin at “the river that runs into the great pond 
thtough the thick swamp at the entering of the neck,” 

It was not far from where the waters of the Assawomset 
wish the eastern boundaries of this farm that the traitorous 
tile-bearer, John Sassamon, met his fate and came to his 
frigic end, the place where the ice was cut by his enraged 
inmttymen as an opening to his watery graye being within 
jew,* In the meadow, and near the highway, the writer 
Well temembers in his boyhood to haye seen a slight inden- 
lition in the ground that was said to mark the spot on which 
ihe pioneer settler built his house, and in the cellar of which 
he characteristic determination, courage and resolution of 
lis wife was displayed; for hearing a noise there one night, 
the believed that it proceeded from an Indian searching for 
something to steal, and availing herself of the darkness, she 
Vent down noiselessly, and seizing him by some part of his 
tothing, held on till he was glad to make his escape by leay- 
ig it in her hands, and which, on being brought to the 
“light, served fully to confirm her suspicions, 

The Indian reservation in Middleboro’ was upon this neck 
of land adjacent to the Nelson farm, and where for more 
than. a century the remnant of a oncé noble and powerful 
‘tbe, the rightful lords of the soil, dragged out a miserable 
fistence, til] the last of the race was drowned near twenty 
Years since, 

Abial Nelson and wife were members of a Christian Bap- 
ist church, whose place of worship was at ‘ Long Plain,” 
0 called (in Rochester, now Acushnet), and it was of this 
lurch, or of a branch of the same in Middleboro’ (now 











* Tradition assigns a place in Agsawomeet Pond, not far from the old pond 
Mehny house,” as that where Sassamon was put under the ice. 


ol* 
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Lakeville) that Abial Nelson was a deacon. He was in lifa 
what is termed a very prosperous and successful man, living 
happily and well, and at the same time outstripping most if 
not all his neighbors in the amount of his daily and monthly 
income, and this for years together; and the secret of this 
success I haye no doubt was due in a great measure to the 
practical good sense and economy of his wife, in whom, 
in cOmmon with her sisters, the essential qualities ofa true 
““help-meet”’ shone conspicuously forth. 

Sally, the wife of Dea. Abial Nelson, was abundantly sup 
plied with most desirable qualities, both of head and heart, 
Her noble generosity and hospitality were proverbial, Be 
tween her and my mother an unbroken friendship existed 
from the date of their earliest acquaintance until death ; and 
T have heard the latter say, that if tears of joy were not 
always shed at meeting, those of sorrow usually moistened 
the cheeks of Mrs. Nelson at their parting. 


Dea. Azra Netson and wife Satty Perce (No. 193) had: 
(778) Elizabeth, b. Oct. 5, 1805; m. Benjamin White, 
of Fairhaven, Mass. She d. of consumption, Noy. 11, 1831. 
~ (179) Job Peirce, b. Oct. 17, 1806, and was named for 
his mother’s father. Married, Oct. 9, 1834, Fatima Baker, 
of Upton, Worcester Co., Mass. She is a subscriber for 
this work on the Peirce family. He held a commission af 
Justice of the Peace for Plymouth Co., and was mainly it- 
strumental in effecting a diyision of Middleboro’ and setting 
off a part asa new and distinct town, and of which a ma 
jovity of voters in an open town meeting decided to call 
Nelson, in honor of the subject of this sketch, but which his 
modesty led him to oppose, and it was then decided to take 
the name of Lakeville. He d, Dec. 8, 1862, Their som 
Abial W. Nelson, was appointed Assistant Surgeon of the 
18th Mass. Reg’t, Jan. 10, 1862, 
(780) A male child, b. Dec, 12, 1807; d. Dee, 18, 1807 
(781) Mary H., b. April 28, 1809; d. of consumptor 
May 12, 1831, Never married. 
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(782) Abial S., b. July 28, 1810; d. Noy. 24,1811. 

(783) Sarah, b. Dec. 29, 1812; m. Sidney Tucker, Esq. 
of Middleboro’, a subscriber’ to this publication on the Peirce 
fimily. He has been Selectman, Collector and Treasurer 


of M,, and Postmaster at the Four Corners Village in that 
town. 


Perrr Hoar Price (No. 196), 


Seventh son and thirteenth child of Capt. Job Peirce 
(No. 59) and wife Elizabeth Rounseyill, was b. in Middle- 
boro’, now Lakeville, March 25, 1788, and named for the 
husband of Mercy, his eldest sister, who was so much older 
ito have become a wife nearly six years before this her 
Youngest brother was born, 

From and after the death of his mother, that occurred 
hime 9, 1790 (he being then a little more than two years 
old), the subsequent care and youthful training of the sub- 
ject of this memoir devolved almost entirely upon this sister 
md her husband} the brother-in-law whose name he bore, 
And well did they perform the duties of the trust conferred 
tpon them by the dying mother, and extremely fortunate 
wus he to haye such good hands in which to fall. He was 
United in marriage, May 10, 1813, with Nabby, a daughter 
of Thomas Sprout, of Middleboro’. He died J. an. 27, 1861. 
She died in 1864. 

On the civil list he held the commissions of a Justice of 
the Peace, and Coroner, and was also appointed to adminis- 
let the oaths of qualification to officers of Plymouth County, 
tnd was elected to a seat in the Massachusetts Senate. In 
the local militia he was Ensign from 1810, Captain from 
Teb. 18, 1814, Major 1816, Lieut.-Colonel April 25, 1818. 
Honorably discharged in 1823, 

_ He performed the duties of a clerk in the stores of hia 
hothers, Major Levi Peirce, at Middleboro’, and Ebenezer 
Teitce, Ksq., at Assonet Village, in Freetown, but not long 
either place, as he appears to have been carrying on a 
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retail store in Middleboro’ for himself, even before attaining 
to his majority, and in which business he continued through 
life, or a period of about fifty-three years, and thereby be- 
came so enriched that he was probably the most wealthy 
man in Middleboro’ for some years immediately preceding 
his death. Receiving the same amount of money from his 
father as was given to his brothers, and a much larger from 
Major Peter Hoar, his brother-in-law, who made Peter H, 
Peirce his principal heir, he was enabled to set out in eatly 
life with far greater advantages than were enjoyed by any 
other member of his father’s family, and continuing actively 
engaged in business longer, he came to be the most wealthy 
of that family. 

He was engaged in manufacturing as well as in merchan- 
dise, becoming the principal owner of two cotton’ mills im 
Middleboro’, and also of the shovel works. To the kindness 
of his eldest son, Job C. Peirce (No. 785) I am indebted for 
the loan of original papers that enable me to give the names 
of the men composing that company of the Coast Guard sta- 
tioned at Plymouth in 1814, and commanded by Capt. Peter 
Hoar Peirce.* The service of this company commenced 
about the 2lst of September, and was continued to October 
12, 1814. 

Commissioned Officers. Peter H. Peirce, Captain; Ia 
ther Murdock, Lieutenant; Orrin Tinkham, Mnsign. 

Sergeants. Thomas Bump substitute for Enos Eaton, — 
Herenles Richmond, George Shaw, Ezra Wood, Ichabod 
Wood. 

Corporals. Daniel Hathaway, Andrew Warren, Abner 
Leonard, Daniel 'Thomas. 

Musicians. Oliver Sharp substitute for Andrew Haskins, 
Paddock Tinkham. 

Privates. Jeremiah Wood, Levi Wood, Cyrenus Tink- 
ham, Gideon Leonard, Peter Vaughan, Joseph Clark subst 
tute for Lemuel Bourne, Edmund Ellis substitute for Hara 
Harlow, Eliphalet Doggett, Oliver L. Sears, Nathan Per: 
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lins, Josiah D, Burgess, Joseph Waterman, Isaac Thomas, 
Jt., Joshua Atwood, Jr., Andrew MeCully, Daniel Norcut, 
Beth Weston, Abel Howard, Ben. Leonard, Cyrus White, 
Benith Wilder, Levi Thomas, 2d, Calvin Dunham, Caleb 
Tikham, Abraham Thomas, Jr., Rufus Alden, Jr., Daniel 
Weston, Joseph Paddock, Nath’] Macomber, William Rams- 
dell substitute for William Richmond, John C, Perkins, 
fiward Winslow, Jr., Isaac Cobb substitute to Wal. Tho- 
tas, Thomas C. Ames, Elias Richmond deserted, Unite 
Kinsley, Levi Haskins, George Ellis, Cornelius Tinkham, 
himuel Cole, Thomas Southworth, Daniel Vanghan, Cush- 

min Vaughan, Sylyanus T. Wood, Cyrus Nelson, Augustus 

Bosworth, Lorenzo Wood, Jacob Bennett, 2d, Andrew 

Rump, Josephus Bump, Nathan Reed, Benejah Peirce, Wil- 

lam Littlejohn, Jz., Warren Bump, Jr., Francis Billington, 

Joseph Standish substitute for Thomas Barrows till Oct. 4, 

Tw] Bourne, George Caswell, Jr., Israel Keith, Sylvanus 

Vinghan, Leonard Southworth, Samuel Morton absent sick, 

Allen Reed absent sick, James Bump arrived and discharg- 

ul 24 September, Ben. Haffords absent, Elisha Shaw ar- 

lived 28th of September, William Cole discharged 24th 

Sept., James Cole, Rodolphus Barden, Sylvanus Barrows. 


fon. Peter Hoar Pec (196) and wife Nazsy Srrour 
had : 
(784) Harriet, b. April 5, 1814; m. Dec. 28, 1842, 
Abner Rice, of Millbury, Mass. He died 184-, 
(785) Job C., b. Oct, 17,1815. Was commissioned, in 


“subscriber to this work on the Peirce family. 
(786) Charles F., b. Sept. 7, 1817; m, Sept..7, 1852, 
Haiet. O, Putnam, of Middleboro’. He is a patron of this 
tiblication, She was a daughter of Rey, Israel W. Putnam, 
(187) Judith, b. March 22, 1819; neyer married, 








, A subseriber to this work. 
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(788) William R., b. Oct. 8, 1821. Graduated af 
Brown University, in Providence, R. I., in 1843. Never 
married. 

(789) Thomas S., b. June 19, 1823. Graduated at 
Brown University in 1844. Isa retail trader in Middleboro, 

(790) Levi, b. May 12, 1825. Never married; d. Aug, 
7, 1854, 

(791) WNabby, b. April 17, 1827. Never married; 
Aug. 18, 1864. 

(792) Peter H., b. July 13, 1829; d. Oct. 18, 1847. 

(793) James E., b. Nov. 21, 1833; m. Sept. 20, 1860, 
Maria 8. Harlow, of M. He is a retail trader in Middle 
boro’, and subscriber to this book on the Peirce family, 


Susannau Perrce (No. 209), 

Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife 
Salome Hinds, was b. Jan. 26, 1769, and m. Noy. 18, 1788, 
Abial Booth, of Middleboro’, a patriot soldier of the Amer 
can Revolution. 

Axsrat Booru and wife Susannan Petrce (No. 209) had: 

(794) Abial P., b. Feb. 3, 1791; m. Mrs. Betsey Wer 
yer, of Fall River. He was a Justice of the Peace for Fly 
mouth County, and deacon of Christian Baptist Church, 
Lakeville. Farmer and school teacher. 

(795) Susannah, b. July 16, 1792; m. Ebenezer Staples, 
of Taunton. 

(196) Salome, b. June 27, 1795; m. Nov. 16, 1818" 
Gilbert Rounseyill, of Freetown. He was b. Oct. 25, 1789; 
was a deputy sheriff for Bristol Co, Served at New Bed- 
ford in June, 1814, as a Sergeant in the Coast Guard elevet 
days (in Capt. Simeon Ashley’s company). Selectman 0 
Freetown two years; chosen a Representative to Genera 
Court in 1827, but declined to serve. Died Oct. 27, 1850: 
Parents of Capt. Marcus M. Rounseyill, of East Freetov™ 


* The marriage ceremony was performed by Wbenezer Peirce, Haq. (No. 181): 
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(197) Henry P., b. March 18, 1801; m. twice, Lives 
i aston. Married first, Edith Woods, of Groton ; second, 
Sarah Packard. 
(798) John, b. June 13, 1803 ; lived single, and d. very 
iiddenly at his place in Lakeville, Mass., Sept. 3, 1865. 
(199) Lydia A., b. Dec. 18, 1805; m. first, Jefferson 
Rounsevill, of Freetown. He d. Noy. 12, 1842, and she 
i, second, Noah Staples, of Taunton. 

(800) Henrietta M., b. July 7, 1810; m. Elbridge G. 
Ashley, of Lakeville. He was born March 4, 1810. 


Many Prrrce (No. 210), 


Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Sa- 
lome, was b. in 1770, and m, Feb. 13, 1791, Abner Clark, 
Ikq. of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. He was a Justice of 
ihe Peace, and d. May 1, 1830, aged 55 years. She d. July 
%, 1847. The ordinance of baptism by immersion was 
Mministered to Abner Clark, Esq., Sept. 3, 1823, and he 
jliced himself under the watch and care of the Fourth Bap- 
ist Church in Middleboro’ (now Lakeville) ; dismissed and 

@ Wcommended to the Second Baptist Church, May 26, 1827. 


foyer Crarx, Esq. and wife Mary Petrce (No. 210) had: 
(801) Abner, b. Jan. 7, 1792; never married, 
(802) Henry, b. May 5, 1794; never married; d, Nov. 
4, 1819, 
(803) Richard, b. May 26,1796; never married; died 
May 20, 1830. 
(804) Horatio G., b. Sept. 26, 1798. As a Lieutenant in 
he local militia of Middleboro’ he was commissioned April 









1829. The Company of which he was an officer was in the 
‘4th Regiment, 1st Brigade and 5th Division, Usually called 
the “Pond Company.” He was a school teacher. 

_ (805) Xenophon, b. April 5, 1801; d. May 23, 1829. 
(806) Almira, b. Sept. 21, 1803; d. Feb. 8, 1834. 








*, 1827; promoted to Captain July 19, 1828; d. Jan. 23, . 
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(807) Job P., b. Feb. 3, 1806; d. May 17, 1852, 

(808) Ezra, b. Feb. 9, 1809 ; m. Ruth Peirce of Middle. 
boro’, now Lakeville, dau. of Oliver Peirce, Esq. (No. 252), 

(809) Ebenezer, b. May 26, 1811; d. Dec. 3, 1848; my, 
Mrs. Sally Chipman, formerly Thompson, of Halifax, Mass, 
After the death of Ebenezer Clark, she m. Dr, Thomas 
Bump, of Freetown. 

(810) Mary, b. April 3, 1814; d. Aug. 15, 1814. 

The dates of births of the Clark family were copied from 
the town records of Middleboro’, and the dates of their 
deaths from grave-stones in the ancient cemetery near Asst 
womset Pond, in Lakeville. 





Tomas Wurrr and wife Sarome Prrrce (No, 211) had; 

(811) Mary, m. Capt. Daniel Edson, of East Freetown, 
December 6, 1819. He was commissioned June 28, 1821, 
Ensign of the third company of local militia in Freetown, 
and promoted to Captain, May 25, 1822, with Alden Ma 
comber as Lieutenant, and James M. Mazian as Ensign, 
This company belonged to the 5th Reg’t in 2d Brigade, 5th 
Division, when Hercules Cushman, of Freetown, was Col. 
of Regt, Lynde Hathaway, of Freetown, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Elisha Slade, of Somerset, Major, and Philip P. Hatha 
: way, of Freetown, Adjutant. Brig.-Gen. Shepherd Leach, 
| of Haston, commanded the Brigade, and Major-Gen. Benja- 
min Lincoln, of New Bedford, the Division. Capt. Edson 
was an unusually good officer, and the East Frectown com 
pany were never in so good condition, either before or after, 
as while under his command. ‘He was by trade a house cal 
penter. He was united in marriage by Ebenezer Peirce, 
Esq. (No, 191). 

(812) Alvin, m Eugenia Bennett, of Rochester. 

(813) Eliza, m. Lliphalet Bump, of Wareham. 2 

(814) Sally, m. Marcus Holmes, of Wareham. She 
dead. Wes 
(815) Salome, m. David Besse. of Wareham, She i 
dead. 
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(816) Ruth, died unmarried, 

(817) Henry P. Was a preacher of the Christian Bap- 
fist denomination, and died in Havana, where he had gone 
for his health. Died September, 1838. [See Christian Reg- 
iter for 1841.] There may be some mistake about whom 
tome of these White children married, as all the authority 
Thaye for several is traditional, and the traditions do not 


agree, 


Ensign Esenzzer Prrrcr (No. 212), 


_ Son of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Salome 
Hinds, was b. Noy, 2, 1776; and m. March 12, 1801, Cha- 
ily Hinds, of Middleboro’, She was b. Feb. 25, 1780. 
Tbenezer was by trade a carpenter, and noted for uncommon 
hhgenuity in mechanism 3 Was master-builder of the Congre- 
fitional meeting-house at Assonet Village, in Freetown,* 
tected in or about 1809. Ensign of 7th Company in local 
militia. of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, from Aug. 15, 1796. 
But no carpenter’s tool that he used in plying his trade 
mi keener than his tongue, no cutting of wood done 
Soother, no better and closer fit made or could be made in 
mechanism, than his powers of expression enabled him to 
wecute in a caustic reply or sarcastic description, Nor 
Youd he “baulk a joke for relation sake,” as the following 
millshow. He is said to have had a horse of so yicious a 
fmper, that whenever in decent flesh always became wn- 
timageable ; and hence to keep it poor became a necessity 
Wenable the rider to retain the proper ascendancy over the 


"Quite a portion of the timber and boards used in the construction of that house 
Hine brought from the State of Maine, in the sloop ‘* Unieorn,’’? Mbenezer Peiree 
No, ig1) Owner, and James L. Valentine master, George O. Briges, John Brown 
pp itek Shepherd constituted the crow, Benjamin Dean hauled the lumber from 
, Wharf at Assonet to the site selected to build the house; and some disaereement 
ivecn Dean and the building committee, relating to Dean’s Compensation for that 
y,__\©0 embittered the latter that he would never go into the honse while he lived, 
Uy thirty years after, Dean died, and his corpse was carried into that church for 
‘ow Lservices, a part of which consisted in tolling the bell, which cracked, and 
Mcoupletely spoiled, though late in the spring while the hell was free from fropt. 
32 . 
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beast. Some member of the Hinds family attempted to ridi- 
cule the sorry plight of the horse, and asked Peirce why it 
was so poor? “ Because ’tis like the Hinds family, that can't 
endure prosperity,’ was the quick, tart answer. 

He was masterworkman on a new ‘house built for William 
B, Canedy, Esq., in Fall River, and a comparative stranger 
in the place. Capt. Hezekiah Wilson, a neighbor, discover. 
ed in the frame of the building a mortise without a corres 
ponding tenant, and calling Peirce’s attention said, “ Here 
is a hole large enough for a rat to run in.” ‘ Well, run in, 
then, I judge from your neighbor's testimony that’s amply 
large enough to receive you,” was the ready reply. 

When raising the steeple of the Congregational meeting- 
house in Assonet, he went aloft to perform the most difficult 
and dangerous part of the work, and while: thus engaged 
Elder Philip Hathaway, who chanced to be passing, stopped 
and called out to Peirce, and with seeming anxiety said, 
“Don’t you think you are in a very dangerous place?” when 
the latter, imitating the minister's anxious tone and air, im- 
mediately replied, “ Don’t you think that you had better 
mind your own business?” 


Ensign Epenezer Perce (No. 212) and wife Cuarrry Tinos 
had: 

(818) Elbridge G,, b. Dec. 19, 1801 ; m. Sarah Gorham, 
of Hallowell, March 27, 1824. Reside in Portsmouth, N. H, 
Is a ship carpenter, and subscriber to this work. 

(819) Louisa V.,b. Dec. 28, 1803; m, Ebenezer Hinds, 
of Livermore, Me. 

(820) Julia M., b. April 2, 1806; m. Arthur Cox, of 
Hallowell, Me. Hed. in Fairhaven, Mass. Was a mastet 
mariner. She is a subscriber to this publication. 

(821) Charity, b. Jan. 9, 1808; d. Nov. 1, 1813. 

(822) Mary, b. Jan. 9, 1808; m. Stephen Brown, of 
Hallowell, Me. She d. Oct, 25, 1848. 

(823) Job, b. April 18, 1810; m. Elizabeth Davis. He 









THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 375 


was lost at sea in Oct., 1852. Had been engaged in whale 
fishing. 

(824) Susan, b. May 22, 1812; m. Joseph Irish, of 
Fairhaven, Mass. 

(825) Tyler, b. Feb. 13, 1814: d. Feb. 18, 1814, 

(826) Charity, b. Feb, 18,1815; m. Allen Drew. 

(827) Ebenezer, b. June 21, 1817. Master mariner — 
whaleman. Now engaged in manufacturing guns with 
which to kill whales, 

(828) Charles W., b. June 21, 1817; d. in Otaheite, 
May 28, 1842. 

(829) Hannah, b. Jan. 10, 1820; d. July 18, 1820. 

(830) Tyler, b. Dec. 1, 1824; d. Dec. 1, 1824. 


Henry Petrce (No. 213), 
Son of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Salome 
Hinds, was b. in 1778, and m. twice. First, to Hannah 
Sherman; and second, to Phebe Lombard. 


Henny Perrce (No, 213) and wife Hannan Suuaman had: 
(831) William §., b. April 22,1810. Was a house car- 

penter, and deacon of the Calvinist Baptist Church at the 

four Corners in Middleboro’. Married twice. First, Pru- 


dence K. Dean; and second, Mrs. Huldah L. Washburn. 
Hed, Aug. 26, 1858. 


(832) Henry, m. Susan Leach. 


(833) Hannah, m. Godfrey Taber, of Fairhaven. 
(834) Rebecca, m. —— Eaton. 





Heyry Pemcr (No. 213) and second wife Parsr Lomparp 

had: 

(835) Mary, b. April 13, 1820; m. Nov. 2, 1841, Phi- 
teas Merrihew, of Fairhaven. She is a subscriber to this 
Work, 

(886) Samuel, b. Feb, 22, 1822; never mar. .Died in 
California, Jan. 1853, 

(887) Lucinda: d. young, 
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Henry Peirce, the parent, resided in Rochester, Mass,, lint 


was buried in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, where a decent 
slate stone marks his grave. 


Lypra Permce (No. 214), 


Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife §h- 
lome Hinds, was b. Oct. 17, 1781, and m. Jan, 6, 1805, 
William Jenney, of Fairhaven. He was lost at sea. She 
m. June 29, 1816, Capt. Nathaniel Staples, of Taunton, 
He d. in Lakeville, July 17, 1862. She d. in L., Dee, 26, 
1863. Both buried in the Peirce family cemetery in Lake- 
ville, Mass. 


Witiiam Jenney and wife Lypra Prtrcr (No. 214) had: 

(838) Edwin, b. Oct. 30, 1805; m. Noy. 28, 1828, Sa- 
tah Bismore, daughter of Miss Lydia Bismore, formerly 
of Fall River, and afterwards of Fairhaven, Mass. Lydia 
Bismore afterwards married Howland. 

(839) Henry P., b. Novy. 1807; m. Hannah M, Haskins, 
daughter of Myrick Haskins and wife Polly, of Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville. He is dead. 

(840) William, b. 1810; m. twice. First, Sarah Sher- 





man, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, a daughter of Capt, 
David Sherman and wife Phebe Clark, granddaughter of — 
Nehemiah Sherman and wife Deborah Peirce (No. 236), ~ 


ereat-granddaughter of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and 
wife Abigail Hathaway, great-great-granddaughter of Ensign 
Isaac Peirce (No. 25) and wife Deliverance Holloway, great 
great-great-granddaughter of Isaac Peirce (No. 11) and 
wife Judith Booth, great-great-great-preat-granddanghter of 
Tsaac Peirce (No. 6), and great-great-great-preat-great-grant- 
daughter of Abraham Peirce, the emigrant. Their son Hit 
win 8. Jenney is a lawyer, and was commissioned at the com 
mencement of the late war of the rebellion Captain of Oo 
I, in the 3d Reg’t N. Y. Infantry, Col. Frederic Townsend’ 
regiment, and assigned to Brig.-General Eben'r W. Peirce’s 
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Brigade of Butler’s Division, near Hampton, and at Fortress 
Monroe, in Virginia, and as a captain led that company in 
the first battle of the war, June 10, 1861, 

William Jenney was divorced from Sarah, his first wife, 
and married, second, Elizabeth Hillis, whose parents, the 
witer has been informed, were English people. It is wor- 
thy of remark that this is the first case of a divorce in the 


history of the Peirce family, or the first of which we haye 
learned, 


Lypra Perrcr Jenney (No. 214) 

Contracted a second marriage, June 29, 1816, with Capt. 
Nathaniel Staples, of Taunton, the ceremony of uniting in 
wedlock being performed by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 
191), Captain Staples was a man of more than ordinary 
ability, and liberally possessed of good common sense, by 
which he was enabled to be far more useful to the world 
than the majority of men that have enjoyed greater adyan- 
inges of education. Was of a social turn of mind, which 


made him an agreeable companion ; liberal and generons 
perhaps to a fault. 


Capt. Narnanten Srarres and wife Lypra Perce JENNEY 
had: 


(841) Harrison, b. June 1, 1817; m, April 15, 1843, 
Hannah P. Morton, of F reetown, daughter of Job Morton, 
Isq, and wife Patience Purrihton, granddaughter of Nathan- 
il Morton and wife Martha Tupper, great-granddaughter of 
Nathaniel Morton, great-great-granddaughter of Eleazer 
@ ‘orton and wife Martha Wheaton, great-great-creat-grand- 
BP lxghter of Ephraim Morton and wife Ann Cooper, and 

al-great-great-great-granddaughter of George Morton, the 
migrant, and wife Julia Ann Bradford. Mrs, Hannah was b. 
it Freetown, Noy. 11, 1814. Harrison Staples is a Jus- 
Nice of the Peace for Plymouth County, and is now sery- 
M5 Upon his third term of three years as one of the Coun- 
32% 
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ty Commissioners. He is a subscriber to this publication, 
and the writer’s thanks are due to him for the interest he 
has shown and pains taken to encourage the prosecution 
of the work. Their oldest son, Job M. Staples, served three 
years in first Mass. Cavalry in the late war of the rebellion, 

($42) Lydia Peirce, b. Nov. 10, 1818; m, Henry 1), 
Bassett, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, June 15, 1841, Ho 
is a shoe-dealer at Chicago, and now resides in Newton, 
Mass. He is a son of Caleb Bassett and wife Mary Holmes, 
grandson of Caleb Bassett and wife Bethiah Keith, great 
erandson of Joseph Bassett and wife Phebe Cushman, 
great-ereat-grandson of Joseph Bassett and wife Hliz- 
beth Ames, great-great-great-grandson of William Bassett, 
great-preat-ereat-great-grandson of Joseph Bassett and wife 
Martha Hobart, and great-preat-great-great-great-grandson-of 
William Basset, who came over in the ship Fortune in 1621, 
and settled first at Plymouth, then Duxbury, and last m 
West Bridgewater. Mrs. B, is a subscriber to this family 
history. 

(848) Nathaniel, b. May 29, 1822; d. young. 


Tynar Perce (No. 215), 

Son of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and second wife 
Deborah Chase, was b. Feb. 15, 1786; m. Elizabeth Sis- 
son, of Fairhaven. They had no children. He was a 
enterprising man and master mariner. Said to have been 
knocked oyerboard by a boom and drowned in Long Island 
Sound. He appears also to haye been engaged in merchat 
dise at Fairhaven, Mass. An inyentory of his personal pr 
perty, as appraised by Joseph Tripp, Levi Jenney and J osliua 
Drew, and rendered in Probate Dec. 7, 1818, showed i 
amount four thousand five hundred and fifty-four dollars and 
thirty cents; and his real estate, of which an appraisal was 
made about the same time, equalled a little less than sevel 
hundred dollars. Elizabeth, his widow, as administratres 
his estate, under date of Dec. 10, 1813, represented to the 
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Judge of Probate for the County of Bristol, “ that such are 
the condition and circumstances of the said deceased’s estate 
she is apprehensive it will be insufficient to pay all just 
debts.” She therefore represents the said estate as insolvent. 


Drsoran Prtrce (No. 216), 


Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and second 
wife Deborah Chase, was b. Jan. 18, 1788, and m. Timothy 
Coffin, of Nantucket. 


Timory Corriy and wife Drsoran Pemce (No. 216) had: 


(844) Henry P., m. Sherman, of Nantucket. 
(845) Oven. 
(846) Keziah, d. young, unm. 





Keztan Perrce (No. 217), 
Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and second wife 


Deborah Chase, was b, Feb. 15, 1790, and m. Josiah Gor- 
ham, of Nantucket. 


Jostan Gorwam and wife Kuzran Perce (No. 217) had: 
(847) Charles, d. young. 
The thanks of the writer are due to Asa T. Winslow, Esq., 


of Lakeville, for the names of children of Timothy Coffin 
and Josiah Gorham. 


Marrna Peirce (No. 228), 

Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah 
Sampson, was b. 1770, and m, Aug. 23, 1792, David Paige, 
of Hardwick, Mass. Shed. July 31, 1844, aged 74 years. 
Davin Pare and wife Marraa Perce (No. 228) had: 
848) Cutler, m. April 15, 18138, Hope Rawson, 
Huldah, m. Sept. 20, 1817, Elbridge Cutler. 
John, m. no one; d, at the age of 25 years. 
Mary, m. June 14, 1819, Jonathan Webb, 
Martha, m, Noyember 25, 1829, Dr. James M. 
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Potty Pace (No. 229), 

Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce and wife Huldah Samp 
son, was b. in 1774; m. Sept. 15, 1798, Ashbel Rice, of 
Hardwick, Mass. Shed. June 7, 1802, aged 28 years. 

Asupet Rice and wife Porty Prmce (No. 229) had: 

(853) Horace. 

(854) Mary. 


Sern Perce, Jr. (No. 230), 
Son of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah Samp- 
son, became a wholesale merchant of Boston. He never 
married. 


Sampson Petrce (No. 231), 


Son of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah Samp- 
son, m. Nichols, of New Braintree, Mass. 


Sampson Perrce (No. 231) and wife Nicuots had; 
(855) Mary, m. David Lee, of Barre. 








Betsey Pzrrce (No. 232), 
Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah 
Sampson, was b. Jan. 20, 1782; m. April 24, 1806, Dr. 
Dayid Billings. She d. Feb. 1, 1857. 


Dr. Davin Brings and wife Brrszy Petrce (No. 232) had: 

(856) Elizabeth P. 
(857) Hannah R. 
(858) David Paige, 
(859) Seth Peirce, 
(860) Huldah S. 
(861) Mary Ann, 
(862) William R. 
(863) Lucius Flagg, | 
The six oldest of these children were baptized June 18, 

1820. William R. was baptized May 18, 1821, and Lucius 

F. Dec. 19, 1822. 


The writer tenders his erate. 
ful acknowledgments to Rey. 
Lucius R. Paige, of Cambridge- 
port, for the names of children 
of David Paige, Ashbel Rice, 
Sampson Peirce, and Dr. David 
Billings and wives. 
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A child (No. 233) of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63), and 
| born of second wife Rebecca Paige, survived but a few days. 


Asicam Perce (No. 234), 
Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and third wife 
® Abigail Hinckley, was b. in 1797, and m. Hotchkiss, 
P am Englishman, and went with him to the land of his nativi- 


ly, where she died. Cannot learn that she had children or 
left any issue. 





Gerorcre Petrce (No, 247), 


Son of George Peirce (No. 66) and wife Sarah Peirce 
(No. 101), m. April 26, 1782, Content Evans, of Berkley. 


tnsign Gzorcx Prmce (No. 247) and wife Conrenr Eyans 
had : 

(864) Enoch, m. Jan. 16, 1806, Mary Bourne, of Free- 
town, 

(865) Tryphena, m. Jan. 5, 1800, Ensign Freeman 
Perce (No. 308), of Middleboro’. Freeman was commis- 
sioned May 4, 1802, Ensign of a company of local militia in 
Middleboro’ (Beechwood Company), and in that part now 
lakeyille. Removed to New York State. 

Content, the mother, was a daughter of Robert Evans, Jr. 
of Berkley, and wife Thankful Pray, and b. Sept. 6, 1746 ; 
gtanddaughter of Robert Evans and wife Ann Davis. 
George, the parent, served at Rhode Island as a soldier in 
#1781, under Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61). George was 
“ommissioned Sept. 25, 1792, Ensign in a company of local 
| tilitia ( Beechwoods Company,” so called) of Middleboro’, 
that part now Lakeville. This Company was in the 4th 
Reg't, of -which Israel Fearing, of Wareham, was Colonel, 
Adward Sparrow, of Middleboro’, Lieut.-Colonel, Elisha Rug- 


gles, of Rochester, Major, and Abiel Washburn, of M., 
Adjutant, 
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Hermon Perce (No. 248), 

Son of George Peirce (No. 66) and wife Sarah Peirce 
(No. 101), was .b. Nov. 17, 1765, and March 25, 1787, m. 
Rachel Hoar, of Middleboro’. He d. Aug. 7, 1809. Ra- 
chel d. Noy. 9, 1856, aged nearly 89 years. 

Tradition informs that Hermon Peirce was deacon ‘of 2d 
Calvinistic Baptist Church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 

Hermon Price (No. 248) and wife Racurn Hoar had: 

(866) Sally, b. Oct. 3, 1787; m. Joseph Hall, of Rayn- 
ham. She d. Oct., 1860. 
_ (867) Mercy, b. Feb. 3, 1790; m. Henry Pickens, of 
Middleboro’. He was a stage driver, and for a time a tay- 
ern keeper, 

(868) Abiah, b. Jan. 27, 1792; lived single. 

(869) Nancy, b. Sept. 29, 1795 ; d. Dec. 11, 1797. 

(870) John, b. Feb, 18, 1799; m. June 19, 1824, Bath- 
sheba Wiuslow, of Berkley. He resides in Lakeville, occu- 
pying the old homestead of his father. Is a subscriber to 
this work on the Peirce family, and the thanks of the writer 
are due to him for information. 

(871) Levi, b. May 12, 1801; m. Noy. 21, 1837, Luey 
V. Hathaway, of Freetown. She d. June 17, 1859, aged 
o7 years, one month and one day. 

(872) Rachel, b. April 27, 1804; m. J. Harvey Perkins, 
of Middleboro’. He is a farmer, and they reside in Lake- 
yille. 

(873) Philip H., b. March 29, 1807; m. Abigail Pick 
ens, of Middleboro’. He is a farmer and lives in Lakeyille. 


Lev Perce (No. 249), 

Son of George (No. 66) and wife Sarah (No. 101), was ~ 
b. Aug. 10, 1774, and m, twice. First, Lucy Peirce (No. 
268). Levi d. June 3, 1845. 

Ley Perce (No. 249) and wife Lucy (No. 263) had; 


(874) Lois, b. Sept.*8, 1797; m. June, 1825, Nathaniel 
Harwood. 






























THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 383 


(875) Hiram, b. June 18, 1799. Removed to Brook- 
field, Mass.; m. twice. First, March 29, 1825, Sarah Har- 
wood, She died, and he m. second, Oct. 10, 1855, Mary I. 

Chaffer. He was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the 
County of Worcester, in 1851, and holds that office by re- 
newal of commission to the present time. Has been a Select- 
man of Brookfield. Is a subscriber to encourage the pub- 
lication of this family history. He is a shoemaker and far- 
mer, The thanks of the writer are due him for information. 

(876) Ann, b. Aug. 1, 1803; m. John A. Kingsbury, 
of North Brookfield, Mass, 

(877) Lucy B., b. May 5, 1805; m. Elias Bartlett, of 
N. Brookfield. She d. in 1838. 

(878) Hermon, b. March 11, 1817. Removed to the 
West. Was a Union soldier in the late. war. 

(879) Charity, b. Sept. 22, 1818; m. Horace Green, of 
Spencer, Mass. 

By second wife, Leyr Peron (No. 249) had: 

(880) Timothy R. He isa subscriber for this book, 





Pursr Prmcr (No. 250), 


Daughter of George (No. 66) and wife Sarah (No. 101); 
Mm, Isaac Parris, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 


Tsasc Parris and wife Purse Prmcr (No. 250) had : 

(881) A daughter, died in infancy. 

(882) Sampson, m. Patience Peirce (No, 282) of Mid- 
Ueboro’, now Lakeville, Nov., 1800. He was a house car- 
fenter, and noted for mechanical skill. 

(883) Isaac, m. Priscilla Peirce (No. 285) of Middleboro’, 
tow Lakeville, She was b. Oct. 21, 1780, 

(884) Lydia, b. May, 1784 ; m. Capt. Sylvanus Parris, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. He was b. Aug. 12, 1783. 

®was commissioned Ensign of local militia in Middleboro’ 
tbat part now Lakeville), May 5, 1807; promoted to Cap- 
fain March 20,1811. This command was known as the 
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Beechwoods Company, and belonged to the 4th Reg’t, then 
under Col. Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’. 

(885) Sarah, b. ; meyer married, 

(886) George, m. Betsey Allen. He was b. Feb. 1788, — 

(887) Job, b. April 11, 1790; m. Susannah Tucker. ' 

(888) Benjamin, m. Lois Holloway, a daughter of — 
Lieut. Isaac Holloway and wife Lois Peirce, of Mid- 
dleboro’, now Lakeville. Benjamin was a house carpenter, 
and a good workman. For many years a very steady man; 
was finally overcome by the habitual use of strong drink, and 
died out-of-doors in cold weather, either in winter or early 
spring, while intoxicated. He was born June, 1792. 

(889) Enos, b. 1794; was deacon of the Second Baptist 
Church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville; m. Betsey Rich- 
mond. He is dead. 


Axsigam Prmce (No. 251), 

Daughter of George Peirce (No. 66) and wife Sarah 
Peirce (No. 101); m. John Hoar, of Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville, and they removed to Pelham, Mass. John Hoar 
served in the patriot forces in Rhode Island in the war of 
the Revolution, and was in the company commanded by 
Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61). He was a son of Robert 
Hoar and wife Rachel Hoskins, grandson of Samuel Hoat 
and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 17). He received a provision 
in the last will of Major Peter Hoar, of Middleboro’, who 
was his half-brother. 





Joun Hoar and wife Apicar Psmrce (No. 251) had: 


(890) Calvin, married Betsey 
(891) Abigail, cs Hamilton. 
(892) Rachel, s Hamilton. 
(893) Judith, es 
(894) Harriet, st 
(895) Sarah, is 
(896) Evelyn Leonard, “ 
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(897) Philip,“ married Harriet Peirce. (2) 
(898) Hermon, ES 
(899) Washington, « 
(900) Edmund, a8 
(901) William, x 
(902) Eddie, c 


For what is here given concerning the family of John 
Hoar, the writer is indebted to Miss Abiah Peirce (No. 868). 















Ottver Perce, Esq. (No. 252), 


Son of Enos Peirce (No. 68) and wife Ruth Durfee, was 
@}. April 13, 1786: m. Amy Peirce (No. 324). Shed. Dec. 

01, 1825, and he m. second, Oct. 7, 1827, Polly Hathaway, 
§* Taunton (No. 245). She d. April 26, 1832, and he m. 
third, Anna Peirce (No. 264). She d. Feb. 12,1847. He 
d August 17, 1860. Second marriage was solemnized by 
# Hbenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). 


Ouver Perce, Esq. (No. 252) and first wife Amy Prrece 
; had : 


® (903) Enos, b. Feb. 5, 1811; m. Jan. 20, 1848, Peddie 
Pilaskins, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, dau. of Lieut. Gid- 
@ Haskins, of M., and granddaughter of Lieut. William 
Pilhskins, of Taunton. Enos is a subscriber to this work, 
F (904) Job, b. Sept. 2, 1813; my May 28, 1853, Eunice 
is (No. 971), of Rochester, Mass. . He has been a Select- 
§"8 of Middleboro’, Overseer of Poor of Lakeville, Repre- 

titative to the General Court, and is a Justice of the Peace 
it Plymouth County. A patron of this book. 
(905) Stephen, b, June 6, 1816; m. Hope Peirce, of 
Tinton (No. 948). He isa Justice of the Peace for Bris- 
biCounty. A farmer, 

#06) Ruth, b. Noy. 8, 1817; m. Ezra Clark (No. 808), 
I Middleboro’, now Lakeville, son of Abner Clark, Esq. 
u Wife Mary Peirce (No. 210). 

33 


386 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


(907) Oliver A., b. March 17, 1821; m. Sarah A. 
Pickens, of Lakeville, a daughter of Silas Pickens. Oliver 
A, is a subscriber to this genealogical record.. 

(908) Amy, b. Oct. 21, 1823; m. John A. Williams, of 
Taunton. Shedied 1868. 

(909) George W., b. 1825; d. Feb. 3, 1832. 


By second wife Potty Haraway (No, 245) had: 


(910) Lysander, b, Feb. 1829; d. July 18, 1856. He 
never married. He was an active and intelligent young man. 
No children b. of 8d wife, Anna Peirce. 


Barusnepa Perce (No. 253), 

Daughter of Enos Peirce (No. 68) and wife Ruth Durfee, 
was b. Feb. 20, 1788, and m. Zebulon White, Jr., of Nor- 
ton, June 22, 1809. Shed. Oct. 8, 1811, and he d. May 
8, 1859. ; 


Zesuton Wuire and wife Barassena Perce (No. 253) had: 


(911) Zebulon P., b. July 26, 1810; m. May 5, 1840, 
Sarah C, Walker, of Swansey, Mass. He resides in Paw- 
tucket, Is a subscriber to this work, and deserves thanks 
for the interest taken in its publication, and the facts that 
he has furnished. 


(912) Bathsheba, b.Sept. 29, 1811; d. Jan. 22, 1838. 


Isaac Perce (No. 254), 

Son of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abigail 
Hathaway, was b. Jan. 13, 1765, and m. —— Weston, 
Isaac became a town pauper, and was supported as such Dy © 
Fairhaven, Mass. i 


Tsaac Perrce (No. 254) and wife Weston had: | 
(913) A son, whose name I have not been able to learn 
or what became of him. He is said to have had even less 
ability than his father. 
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Deniverance Petrce (No. 255), 

Daughter of Ensign David (No. 69) and wife Abigail 
"Hathaway, was b. Feb. 12,1767, and m. Aug. 15, 1785, 
John C. Stephens, called in Middleboro’ records a “ transient 
) person.” 

Joun C. Sterppens and wife Detrverance Perce (No. 255) 
7 . had: 
Children, whose names I could not find means to obtain. 


Desoran Pemce (No. 256), 

Daughter of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abi- 
gail Hathaway, was b, Jan. 30, 1769, and m. May 11, 1786, 
Nehemiah Sherman. He was a son yt Jacob Sherman, and 
owned a farm in Middleboro’, now Lakeville ; spent his 
property and became a town charge. Jacob was born in 
Dartmouth, Nov. 8, 1713. 


Nesew4n Saerman and wife Desorau Prirce (No. 256) 

had: 

(914) David, m. Phebe Clark, of Middleboro’. He was 
‘commissioned Captain of the militia (Pond Company, so 
called), in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, May 3, 1814, A 
hick mason. Was killed by accident. A daughter of Capt. i 
Dayid Sherman and wife Phebe has been supported as a 
pauper by Middleboro’ and Lakeville for about twenty years. 

(915) Joshua, m. Babcock. 

(916) James. Was a stone mason, a master-builder, 

(917) Hleazer. b. April 15, 1795; m. June, 1821, Han- 
tah Brightman, of Troy, now Fall River. He was an or: 
tained minister of the Christian Baptist denomination. A 
ttavelling preacher, and formerly quite noted as a revivalist. 

His life, in two volumes, was published in 1830. 

(918) Deliverance, m. Isaac Peirce, of Middleboro’ (No. 

| 267). 

(919) Sarah, d. at Wrentham, 1823, 

(920) Deborah. 

(921) Jacob. 
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Stas Perce (No, 257), 


Son of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abigail 
Hathaway, wan't June 26, 1772, and m. June 16, 1796, 
Cynthia Tobey, of Berkley. She a. Noy, 25, 1865, aged 99 
years 1 mo, and 2 days. He, too, is dead. 


Simas Peirce (No. 257) and wife Cyyraia Topry had: 

(922) Alvin T., b. Sept. 1797; m. Jan. 8, 1824, Rhoda 
Williams, of Taunton. 

(923) Lucinda, b. June 8, 1799; m. 1821, Tense Rich- 
mond, of Freetown. She d. April 28, 1858. He d, April 
20, 1866. He was a son of Samuel Richmond and wife 
Booth, grandson, of Thomas Richmond and wife Mary 
Dodson, great-grandson of Anthony Dodson, of Freetown, 
Anthony Dodson was a son of Jonathan Dodson, of Free- 
town (now Fall River) and wife Abigail Gannett, and was 
called as a witness before the Court of Sessions for Bristol 
County, April 8, 1718, when he testified against George 
Winslow, for sabbath-breaking. Lieut. Thomas Terry and 
Amos Briggs also testified. Athan Dodson, of Freetown, 
was supported as a pauper by that town in 1777, 78 and 
“79. Jonathan, a son of Anthony Dodson, was by the town 
of Freetown supported as a pauper in 1803 and 1805,* 














* This Jonathan Dodson, who was probably the third of that name that bad lived 
in Freetown, is said to have heen the yictim of unrequited affection, that caused him 
to repair to a lonely spot, where beside a large rock he built a hut and for many 
years lived a hermit. Mr. Hdmund H. Peirce, of Freetown, a few years since, thas 
discoursed of those circumstances and facts : 


** Here, friend, is the place where hermit once dwelt, 
And ended his comfortless life ; 
By uone but himself were his sorrows e’er ay 
For the hermit bad never a wife. 


** Tn the days of his youth, he experienced love’s flame, 
For oh, with most merciless art, 
Sly Oupiai in ambush, with cruelest aim, 
Transfixed his shsceptible heart. 


** But the maiden he loved, of his love made a anock, 
Seorned the offer to make her his bride ; 
So he built him a cabin heside this lone rock, 
Where a hermit he lived and he died,?* 
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Eveazer Perce (No. 258), 


Son of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abigail 
Hathaway, was b. Nov. 12,1774; m. Oct, 12, 1795, Mary 
Spooner (No. 224), of Middleboro’. 


® Uizazer Pemce (No. 258) and wife Mary Sroonrn (No. 224) 
. had : 
H (924) Louisa, b. July 6, 1796; m. Oct 30, 1819, John 
7 Shaw. 
(925) Eleazer, b. Feb. 28, 1798; m. 
(926) Luther, m, 
® (927) Isaac, “Maria , 
(928) George, “ Mahala ; 
(929) Perry, «© ' 
(930) Betsey, « Benjamin Taylor. 
(931) Mary, « 
(932)- Delia,  « 
(983) Sophia, “ A. Marder. 
The thanks of the writer are due to Hon. Thos. Spooner 
for what is here given of the family of Eleazer Peirce, 








Azicam Pztrce (No. 260), 


Daughter of Ensign Dayid Peirce (No. 69) and. wife Abi- 
gail Hathaway, was b. May 8, 1779; m. Luther Ashley, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. Jan. 27, 1846. 


| Of another Jonathan Dodson (probably brother of Anthony and an unele of the 

Tenuit) the first book of Freetown Records, under date of April 5, 1742, says: — 

| _ Voted to Joseph Read old tenor fourteen shillings and six pence for a rate of 
thathen Dodson not paying his hed-rate before he absconded, Py 

tl . JosrpH Ruan, Town Clerk.?? 
Ason of Thomas Richmond and wife Mary Dodson was named Ji onathan, to bear 

Mo the name of her grandfather, uncle and brother; and concerning this Jonathan 
thmond, from the public records of Freetown I extract as follows: 

| “Breetown, Aus. 24th, 1818. The inhabitants of said Town having convened 

fone o'clock in the afternoon, Jonathan Richmond was disposed of to Benjamin 

abbott for tive dollars, who is to receive his services for the term of one year from 

tal after the date hereof, and account for the same. 


Wir Prarr, Town Clerk.*? 


83% 
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Lourere Asutry and wife Asrcam Prrrce (No. 260) had; 


(934) Chloe, b. March 21, 1806; m. Summer Hinds, of 
Lakeville. : 

(935) David P., b. Dec. 28, 1807; m. first, Judith 
Edminster ; second, Lorane Edminster; third, Mrs. Alsada 
Douglass (No. 959). He is a subscriber to this work. 

(936) Elbridge G., b. March 4, 1810; m. Henrietta M, 
Booth, of Lakeville (No. 800). 

(937) William, b. Feb. 1, 1812; m. no one; d. young, 

(938) Luther, b. March 8, 1814; m. Theodora Caswell, 

(939) Calvin, b. Sept. 28, 1816; m, Rebecca Dayis. 

(940) Abigail, b. Feb. 23, 1819; d. young. 

(941) Joseph, b. Oct. 1821; lived single. 


Hore Perce (No. 261), 


Dau. of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Feb. 2, 1772, and m. Simeon Pearce, of Taunton. 
He was of the Rhode Island family. She d. May 6, 1807. 
He d. Noy. 17, 1859. (See grave-stones.) 


Smmon Pearce and wife Horr Prrrce (No. 261) had: 

(942) Simeon. 

(948) Galen, m. twice. First, Asenath Leonard; and 
second, Mary Mason, of East Freetown. 

(944) Daniel. 

(945) Betsey. : 

(946) Abraham, m. twice. First, Lucy Ashley; second, 
Aug. 4, 1847, Margaret Peirce (No. 291), of Lakeville. 

(947) -Amy, m. William Seekell, of Taunton. 

(948) Hope, m. Stephen Peirce, Esq. of Taunton (No. 
905). 


Davin Pzirce (No. 262), 


Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, — | 
was b. Oct. 12, 1773. Lived single. He d. April 7, 1809. 
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Lucy Prmce (No. 263), 


Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. March 31, 1776; m. Levi Peirce (No. 249). 
' For the names of their children, see page.382 of this book. 


Anna Prtrce (No. 264), 
Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
@ way, was b. April 28, 1778; m. Oliver Peirce, Esq. (No. 
@ 2%2). Shed. Feb. 12, 1847. He d. Aug. 17, 1860. No 
® thildren by this marriage. 


. Grorcz Prmce (No. 265), 


Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Aug. 24, 1780; m. Eunice Tinkham, of Rochester, 
Mass. She d. June 22, 1827. 


Grorcr Prrrce (No. 265) and wife Eunice Tivcum had: 
(949) Charles T., b. Sept. 16,1813; m. Mary Sampson. 
| (950) George L., b. Sept. 22, 1818. 

(951) Eunice J.,b. June 15, 1826; m. Leonard Randall, 
of Rochester, Mass. 


Mary Pzemce (No. 266), 


§ Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
@ Way, was b. June 11, 1783; m. Sylvester Rounsevill, of E. 


| Treetown. She d. Dec. 23, 1861. They remoyed to New 
| York. . 


Sytyesrer Rounsrvm and wife Mary Prrmcer (No. 266) - 
had : 


(952) Peirce, 1, Eunice 





(953) Samuel, m. Nancy Kettell. 
(954) Sally, m. Seth Morse. 
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Isaac Petrce (No. 267), 

Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Feb. 10, 1786, and served a brief period in the mili- 
tia Coast Guard, stationed at Plymouth, in the last war with 
England. He m. Deliverance Sherman. He d. 1868. 


Isaac Perrce (No. 267) and Detrverance Surman (No. 918) 
had: 

(955) Dayid S., b. March 11, 1811; m. Priscilla Morse, 

(956) Peter H., b. June 30, 1818. Lost at sea. 

(957) Silas, b. June 29, 1816. Lost at sea. 

(958) John T., b. June 14, 1818; m. Hannah Taylor, 
of Gardner, Me. 

(959) Alsada, b. Dec. 27, 1820; m. first, George Doug- 
las; m. second, Dayid P. Ashley, of Lakeville (No. 935). 

(960) Deborah, b. July 17, 1823; m.'Thomas E. Bright- 
man, of Fall River, Mass. , 

(961) Isaac O., b. March 21, 1826; m. Julia M. Brown, 
of Mattapoisett, Mass. He was a private soldier in Co. G, 
of 7th Reg’t Mass. Infantry, from April, 1861, to March 29, 
1862. The thanks of the writer are due him for information, 

(962) Sarah S., b. 182-; m, Ansel Hatch, of Falmouth, 
Mass. 

(963) Peter H., b. 183-; resides in San Francisco. 


Jupira Premce (No. 268), 


Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. April 20, 1788; m. William Ellis, of Roches- 
ter, Mass. She d. May, 1861. Hed. Feb. 8, 1859. 

° Wurm Exxis and wife Juprra Perce (No. 268) had: 

(964) Julia-H., b, Nov. 27, 1808; m. Jan. 4, 1829, 
Henry Aiken, of Fairhaven. 

(965) Ann M., b. Nov. 4, 1810; m. Oct. 14, 1861, ~ 
Sylvanus Gifford, of Mattapoisett. 

(966) Thomas, b. Aug. 4, 1812; m, Mareh 10, 1836, 
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Amy D. Taber, of Fairhaven. He was a Representative to 
the General Court in 1855 and 1869, In a company of 
local militia of Rochester, Mass., he was commissioned 2d 
Tieut. in 1851, and 1st Lieutenant J uly 2, 1853. Justice of 
the Peace for Plymouth County. Their son was a Union 
soldier in the late war, 

(967) William R., b. June 11, 1815; m. twice, First, 
Rhoda A. Collins, of Fairhaven, Mass. ; second, Calisto M. 
Wood, of Fairhaven. 


(968) : Mary P., b. Oct. 26, 1816; m. March 22, 1842, 
Theodore Ames. 


(969) John, b. Feb. 16, 1820; m. June 23, 1850, Sarah 
| Taber, of Fairhaven. 
(970) Jarvis, b. Sept. 2,1822: m. June 24, 1860, Mary 
K, Clark, a daughter of Col. John H. Clark, of Rochester. 
(971) Eunice, b. April 11, 1826; m. May 28, 1853, 
Job Peirce, Esq., of Lakeville (No. 904). 


% (972) Judith P., b. Dec. 30, 1828 ; m. Noy. 24, 1860, 
7 5.K. Bolles. : 


Detryerance Perrce (No. 269), 


Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Antia Hatha- 
| Way, was b. March 4, 1790, and never married. 


Mertartan H. Perrce (No. 270), 


Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 


Was b. Oct. 7, 1792; m, Sally White, of Fairhayen. He 
8 said to have committed suicide. 


Mourn H. Pace (No. 270) and wife Sarcy Wurre had: 
(973) Benjamin, m. Mary A. Vail. 
; BA 

Os, . Saad The writer owes his knowledge 
(96) in ee of the names of these children to 

eee Mrs. Eunice, the wife of Job Peirce, 

(O77) Samuel. Esq., of Lakeville 

(978) John M,. t i 
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ExisHa Prrroe (No. 275), 


Son of Elisha Peirce (No. 72) and wife Susannah ——, 
Date of birth and other particulars unknown. Left this part 
of the country, and probably died many years since. 


Sumon Price (No. 276), 

Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, 
was b. Oct. 7, 1761, and m. Jan. 20, 1785, Lorana Parris, 
of Middleboro’. 
Snmon Perce (No. 276) and wife Lorana Parris had; 


(979) Holden R., b. 1786; d. Feb. 1790, 
(980) Leonard, m, Lucy Boothe. 


(981) John. 
(982) Sally. 
(983) Jane. 


Saprey Perrce (No. 277), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla 
Reed, was b. July 11, 1763, and m. Dea. Moses Parris, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. November, 1823. 


Dea. Mosrs Parris and wife Sasrey Perce (No. 277) had: 


(984) Sylvanus, b. Aug. 12, 1783. Commissioned Mn- 
sien of local militia of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, May 9, 
1807. Promoted to Captain, March 20, 1811, Max. Lydia 
Parris (No. 884), of M., now Lakeville. 

(985) Elkanah, b. June 30, 1789; m. in 1817, Loran 
Hathaway, of Freetown. He d. and she m. Seth Chase, of 
M., now of Freetown. ‘The first marriage solemnized by @ 
Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). : 

(986) Elias, b. September, 1792. Commissioned En- 
sign of the local militia of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, May 
7, 1816 (Beechwoods Co., so called). This’ company was 
then in the regiment of Col. Abial Washburn, of M. Mar- 
ried Experience Coombs, 
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Cuartorre Prmce (No. 278), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla 
| Reed, was b. March 30, 1765, and never married. 


Asner Prmrce (No. 279), 


Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, 
was b. Jan. 23, 1769; and m. Lorana Spooner (No. 218) of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 


Ayer Perrce (No. 279) and wife Lorana Spooner 
(No, 218) had: . 

(987) Abner. 

(988) Mary, m. Ira Paul. 

(989) Priscilla, m. Ebenezer Sprague, 

(990) Frederick, m, Maria Stebbins. 

(991) Hope, m. John Benton. 

(992) Anna, m. Darling. . 

(993) Hiram. 

Abner, the parent, was by trade a blacksmith. Lorana, 
the mother, died in January, 1812, being in her 47th year, 
Iam indebted to Thomas Spooner, Esq., of Reading, Ohio, 
for information concerning this family. 













 Tieut. Issac Hotnoway and wife Lo1s Pemcr (No. 280) had: 


(994) Experience, b. Feb. 27, 1794; m. Nathaniel Has- 
kins, of Berkley. 
(995) Lois, b. May 18, 1795; m. Benjamin Parris, 
(No. 888), of Middleboro’. He was a house carpenter. 
(996) Sabrey, b. May 16, 1799; m. Calvin Chase, of 
Middleboro’. 
| (997) Isaac G., b. July 17, 1801; m, Eliza Barden, of 
_ Middléboro’. 
(998) Almeda, b. Sept. 19, 1806; m. Seth Cummings. 
Lois, the mother, d. March 3, 1842, and substantial slabs 
of white marble, bearing inscriptions, mark her grave. 
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Exrrrtence Prrce (No. 281), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla 
Reed, was b. Aug. 10, 1772, and m. Oct. 9, 1788, David 
Pickens, of Middleboro’. 


Day Pickens and wife Experience Peirce (No. 281) had; 
(999) Lois, d. young. 


Patience Price (No. 282), 


Dinghies of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla 
Reed, was b. July 26, 1774, and m. Sampson Parris (No, 
882), of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 


Sampson Parris (No. 882) and wife Patrence Pxtrce (No. 
282) had : 

(1000) Phebe, m. De Moranyille. 

(1001) Elisha, m. no one. 

(1002) Patience, m. Dyer Paul, of Berkley, Aug. 22; 
1827. ; 
(1008) Louis, m. no one. 

(1004) Stephen, m.noone.  . 
(1005) Abigail, m/ Elbridge G. Paul, of Taunton. 
(1006) . Lorane, m. no one. Died young. 





Euisoa Prince (No. 283), 

Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, 
was b. June 28, 1776; m. Susan Caswell, and removed to 
Genesee, N. Y. (Middleboro’ records and tradition.) 


EisHa Prrrce (No. 283) and wife Susan Caswett had: 


(1007) : Christian names not obtained with 
(1008) —— certainty. 





ApraHam Prirce (No. 284), 
Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, 
was b. July 8, 1778, and m. Mary Hafford, of Middleboro’. 
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Apranam Prrrce (No. 284) and wife Mary Harrorp had: 
(1009) Abraham, 
(1010) Elisha, 
(1011) Mary Ann, d. young. 

(1012) David R., b. Dec. 9, 1806; m. Sarah Wilbur, of 
Newport, R. I., March 22,1827. Ue subscribed for ten 
copies of this family history, and thanks are due him for 
information. Engaged to take twice the number of copies 
subscribed for by any other-person. 

(1013) Alice H., b. April 8, 1808 5 m. Joseph Chase, of 
New Bedford, June 1, 1828. 

(1014) Mary Ann, b. July 10, 1810; m. Andrew Me- 
Cumber, of Tiverton, R. I., June 10, 1832. 

(1015) Hlisha, d. young. 

(1016) Abraham, b. July 20, 1813; m. Orphie Allen, 
of New Bedford, Sept. 20, 1840. He d. Aug. 12, 1849, 
ind she has since m. Abraham Richmond, of Freetown (No. 
1039). 

(1017) Irene, b. 1814: d. 1822. 

(1018) Ebenezer H., d. young. 

(1019) Sylvia H., b. Sept. 10,1817; m. Lewis Bartlett, 
of Plymouth, Sept. 1, 1839. He d. April 15, 1850. 

(1020) Priscilla H., b. 1819; d. 1822. 

Mary, the mother, was b. Feb. 19, 1797, and d. April 18, 
1848. She was a daughter of Ebenezer Hafford and wife 
Priscilla Booth, granddaughter of Samuel Hafford and 
wife Hannah Reynolds, and great-granddaughter of John 
Heyford and wife Lydia Peirce (No. 14). 


twins, d. young. 


Priscitua Perce (No. 285), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 78) and wife Priscilla 
Reed, was b. Oct. 21, 1780, and m. Isaac Parris (No. 888). 


Taso Parris, Jr. (No. 883) and wife Prisca Puce (No. 
| 285) had: 

(1021) Isaac, m. first, 
a¢ 





Richmond, of Freetown ; 
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second, Mrs. Olivia Lawton, of Taunton, formerly wife of 
Lorenzo Lawton. Her maiden name was Shaw. 

(1022) Sarah, m. Warren Ellis, of Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville. 


Anson Perrce (No. 286), 
Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and 2d-wife Mary Russell, 


was b. Jan. 14, 1786, and m. June, 1806, Sally Hathaway, 
of Taunton. . 


Axson Pemcr (No. 286) and wife Sanny Haraway had: 


(1023) Deborah, b, Feb. 10, 1807; d. June 1, 1831, 

(1024) Abraham, b. Aug. 26, 1808 ; m. Lucy Douglass, 
of Middleboro’, Dec. 8, 1835. He was commissioned Oct. 
7, 1831, Lieutenant of a company of the local militia of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeyille, and in the regiment of Col, Tho- 
mas Weston, Jr., of Middleboro’, Oliver Eaton, Lt.-Col., and 
Abial Peirce Robinson (No. 702), Major. 

(1025) Anna, b. June 1, 1811; m. Baker Douglas, of 
Middleboro’. 

(1026) Sarah, b. Aug. 1, 1818; d. Oct. 1841, 

(1027) Mary, b. Sept. 1821; d. Feb. 27, 1838. 

(1028) Anson, b. Noy. 17, 1823; lived single. 


James Ciarx and wife Rrsrcca Perce (No. 287) had: 

(1029) Abraham, b. 1826; d. Dec. 19, 1847. 

(1030) James, b. Jan, 15, 1828; d. on his 22d birthday, 
Jan. 15, 1849. (See graye-stone at Assonet Village.) 


Hannan Pures, (No. 288), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No..73) and second wife 
Mary Russell, was b. Noy. 28, 1790, and married Simeom 


Haskins. 
Simzon Haskins and wife Hannan Prtrce (No. 288) had; 

(1031) Russell, b. Noy. 27, 1817; m. 1st,-Mexey Hath- 
away, of Middleboro’ ; 2d, Mrs, Harriet Haskins, of Taunton. 
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Ephraim H. Haskins, a son (of Russell.Haskins and first 
wife Mercy Hathaway), was commissioned, Aug. 8, 1864, a 
frst Lieutenant in 58th Reg’t, and killed in battle, Sept. 30, 
1864. 

(1032) Deborah, b. Jan. 15, 1820; m. James Eliot, of 
Taunton. 

(1033) Hannah, b. May 25, 1821: m. Daniel Haskins, 
of Berkley. They reside at Assonet Village. 

(1034) Simeon, b. Oct. 14, 1824; d. Jan. 15, 1851. 

(1035) Bashie, b. May 16, 1827: m. Charles H. Briggs, 
of Freetown. They reside at Assonct Village. He is a 
subscriber to this work. 

(1036) Julia A., b. June 17, 1832; m. Hiram Prout, of 
Fall River. He is dead. 

(1037) Isaac, b. Feb. 7, 1834; m. 1st, Laura Hathaway, 
of Freetown ; m. 2d, Amelia F, Hammond, of Rochester, 
Mass, First wife was a daughter of No. 754. 


Samver, Ricamonp and wife Mawata Prrrce (No. 289) had : 

(1038) Mary Ann, b. April 30, 1818; m. Geo. Haskins, 
of Freetown, Sept. 1850. 

(1039) Abraham, b. Aug. 15, 1820; m. Mrs. Orphie 
Peirce, formerly Allen. He subscribod for a copy of this 
genealogy. : 

(1040) Mahala M., b. Oct. 14, 1824; m. Joseph R. Dun- 
ham, of New Bedford; now of Freetown, 

(1041) Samuel W., b. Noy. 15, 1827; d. Feb. 28, 1851. 


Tromas §. Haraway and wife Mary Pemcr (No. 290) had: 
(1042) Thomas, b. July 6, 1820; m. Fanny Brightman, 
of Fall River. ; 
(1043) Eliza, b. March 16, 1823: m. Daniel Butler, of 
New Bedford." 
(1044) Martin P., b. Feb. 13, 1826 ; m. Henrietta ; 
(1045) Bathsheba S., b. Sept. 14, 1827: m. James Mil- 
ler, of Bristol, R. I., April 29, 1850. 
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(1046) Deborah P., b. March 21, 1831; d. young, 

(1047) Mary A., b. Feb. 13, 1839; m. Dayid A. Bab- 
bett, of New York, April 17, 1859, and soon after separat- 
ed from her husband. She lives in Falmouth, Mass. It 
is worthy of remark, that in tracing the history of the Peirce 
family to the 1047th person, truth has compelled us to re- 
cord but one divorce; and this is the third’ case, thus far, 
brought to our notice of a separation without divorce. 


Erxanan Perce (No. 306), 
Son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91), and wife Abigail 
Smith, was b. Oct. 23, 1774, and m. Betsey Howland. 


Capt. Erxanau Prince (No. 306) and wife Bersry HowiAnp 
had : 

(1048) Dorothy. 

(1049) Mercy. 

(1050) Betsey, b. July 6, 1801; d. Aug. 24, 1802. 

Elkanah, the parent, removed with his family to Che- 
nango Co., New York, and from thence to Illinois, where 
he died. 


Hannan Prmce (No. 307) 

Daughter of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abi 
gail Smith, was b. March 8, 1776; m. April 14, 1799, 
William Rounsevill. 


Wri Rovunsryit and wife Hannan Perce (No. 307) 
had: 
(1051) Rowena. 


Freeman Prmce (No. 308), 


Son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abigail 
Smith, was b. Dec. 4, 1777, and m. Jan. 5, 1800, Tryphena 
Peirce (No. 865), of M. 
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Ensign Freeman Perrce (No. 308) and wife TryeaEna 
Prmce (No, 865) had: 

(1052) Julia. 

(1053) Harriet, b. Sept. 4, 1805; d. April 14, 1806. 

Freeman, the parent, remoyed with his family to Chenan- 

go Co., New York. 


Jamrs Pemeor (No. 309), 


Son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abigail, was 
b, Noy. 10, 1779, and m. Mercy Howland. 


James Perec (No. 309) and wife Mercy Howzanp had: 
(1054) James. 
(1055) Sheffield, m. 





Howland. 


Brtsry Pemcz (No. 310), 


| Daughter of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abi- 
; fal Smith, was b. June 23, 1782, and m. Noble Howland. 


Noste Hownanp and wife Brrsey Pemcn (No. 310) had: 
(1056) Pardon. 

(1057) ' Benjamin. 

( 


1058) ] 

(1059) 

(1060) | ' The writer feels himself excusable for : 
(1061) $ failing to give the names of seven of these : 


(1062) | children, in view of his efforts to obtain 
them. 







Potty Prmcr (No. 311), 
Daughter of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abi- 

gail Smith, was b. Nov. 14, 1784; m. Abiatha Rounsevill. 

Arua Rovnsryiix and wife Pony Perce (No. 311) had: 


Undoubtedly a family of children, but. I can find no one 
0 give me the names, : 
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Nataanren Tosry and wife Eunice Parcs (No. 312) had: 
(1065) Nathaniel, m. Esther M. Hart. 
(1066). Charles, m. 
(1067) Abigail, m. 


(1068) yeline, m. Hart. 





Martiw Perce (No. 313) and wife probably had a family 
of children, but I haye sought in vain for information on 
that point. 


SrerHen 8. Pemce (No, 314), 


A son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abigail 
Smith, was b. June 4, 1795; m. Catharine Olney, of Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


SrerHen §. Perrce (No. 314) and wife Carnarme Oxney 
had: 

(1069) William, dead. 

(1070) Oman, ee 

(1071) Melissa, “ 

(1072) Orena, « 

(1073) Jane, @ 

(1074) Charles, resides in St. Charles, Kane Co., Illi- 
nois, graye-stone maker. 

(1075) Catharine, m. 

(1076) Stephen, resides in St. Charles, Kane Co., Ili- 
nois, grave-stone maker. 

Since page 158 of this book was printed, the writer has 
learned that Nathaniel §. Spooner (No. 322) had three 
wives, viz, : Sophia Howard, of Bridgewater, Lois Tompkins 
and Hannah Crocker. 


Ernan Pemcr (No. 323), 
Son of Job Peirce (No. 93) and wife Betty Pain,* was b. 





* We give the Christian name of this woman as Betty, because her parents cansed 
dt to be so recorded on the public record or town book of Freetown, and we did nob 
fee authorized to go contrary to such an authority. See book second, p. 347 :— 
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Dec. 29, 1785, and m. Dee, 4, 1517, Fanny Hoar, of Mid- 
dleboro’. Hed. Oct. 9, 1864. He was Captain of militia, 


Capt. Eraan Prrece (No. 323) and wife Fanny Hoar had: 


(L077) Tlizabeth, b. Noy. 6, 1818; d. June 11, 1840. 
(1078) Elkanah, b. June 19, 1822: m. March, 1851, 
| Hannah C. Hart, of Taunton. 

(1079) Ethan E., b. June 24, 1824: m. Dec. 31, 1857, 
Rhoda M, Peirce, of Taunton. He isa farmer, and resides 
' in Lakeville, and a subscriber to this work. 

(1080) Job, b, Jan. 14, 1833; d. Jan. 26, 1833. 
(1081) A son, b. Sept. 14, 1837; d. same day. 


Enos Prmcr (No. 325), 
Son of Job Peirce (No, 93) and wife Betty, was b. Feb. 
11,1789; m. May, 1817, Lucy Hoar. He d. April 8, 1868. 


Eyos Prince (No. 325) and wife Lucy Hoar had: 
(1082) William, m. 1st, Adelaide Burt, of Berkley. She 
d.ond he m, 2d, Fanny Williams, of Lakeville. 
(1083) . James, m. Mary Strobridge, of Middleboro’, now 
Takeville. He is a subscriber for this work. 
(1084) Edmund, b. July 3, 1823; d. Dee. 3, 1845. 
(1085) Enos, b, March 18, 1834; d. Dec. 14, 1836, 





* Betty ye first Daughter to Job Pain and Hannah his wife, «was born December 
ye llth, 1759, 

“Lydia ye second Daughter of sd Parents, born Jaly 24th, 1761. 

“Whomas first son to sd Parents, born May 16th, 1763,’ 

The fits book of Mreetown Records, page 217, wives: “ Job Pain Entered his in- 
tehtions of marriage to Hannah Terry, Both of freetown, Aug. ye 15, 1759,” 

And on page 227 of Second Book of Ireetown Records we find, under the head of 
i Marriages Consumated—hy Ebenezer Hathway, Justice of ye Peace: Septem- 
beryo 13, 1759, Job Painand Hannah Terry, Both of Freetown,’? 
; From all this we learn that- Job Pain and ‘wife Hannah ‘Terry expressed an open 
“ntention of marriage almost four moriths before their first child * Betty ’’ was born, 
tnd were actually married nearly three months, before that important event ; and 
fron the fact that the town books of Middleboro’, and Ireetown public and private 
Reords huye been searched in vain to find either the marriage or mtention of mar- 
| Mge0f this same Betty Pain to Job Peirce, we are led to think that they did 


ee “ue ta add another written evidence of-shame to a record already sufficiently 
ain-Fix), 
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Jos Petror (326) and wife Porry Aten had: 


(1085) Betsey, b. July 27, 1818; m. Aug. 15, 1839, 
John D. Wilson, of Freetown. He has been a Selectman 
of Freetown seven years, Treasurer one year, and Representa: 
tive once, and is a subscriber to this family genealogy, 
Job, the parent, was one of the Selectmen of Freetown in 
18386. He died at Assonet Village, in Freetown, June 
2d, 1868. Since printing pages 84 and 161 of this 
book, the writer has learned from tradition that Thomas 
Peirce (No. 30) had several daughters, whose names, to- 
gether with those of their children, may be seen in a note 
below.* 


Freeman Perrce (No. 338), 


Son of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima Caswell, 
was b. Oct. 2, 1782, and d. at the South in 1825, 





* Tuomas Perron (No. 30) and wife Reprcca Jonzs had the following danghters, 
whose names did not appear among those of his other children on the town records 
of Middleboro’, and their traditional existence was not reported to the writer of this 
family history until too late to insert them in the proper place. 


Loyisa, m. Sylyanus Warren. 

Salome, m. Hzra Bisbee. 

Rebecca, m. Samuel Allen. 

Asanath, m. Capt. John Gammons, of Taunton. 


Synyanus WarREN and wife Loyisa Peres had: 
Polly, m. Peleg Hackett. 
Son, died young. 
Daughter, of whom I learn no more. 


Hizra Bispzu and wife Sanomm Purece had : 
Polly, m. Francis Wood. 


Tsaac, m. Mrs. Hannah Bisbee, whose maiden name was Wilson. 
Thomas, m, Hannah Wilson. He d. and she m. Isaac Bisbee. 


Samurn AtLen and wife Resgcca Perron had: 
Gideon. 
Samuel, 
Lueretia, m. Prince Holloway. 
Rebecca, m. Stephen Holloway. 
A daughter, m. John Holloway. 
Sally, m, —— Gifford. 
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” Freeman Perce (No. 338) and wife Hannan Cuase had : 


(1087) Edwin Amanda, b. Oct. 11, 1807. 

(1088) Alba F., b. April 18, 1809; m. Mrs. Alice 
Scarlet. 

(1089) Hannah, b. Sept. 24, 1811. 

(1090) Lurilla E., b. June 6, 1814; m, Loren Lincoln, 
of Taunton. 
(1091) Boadicea C., b. July 13, 1816. 
(1092) Lorenzo, b. Nov. 9, 1817. 
(1093) Leyi L., b. March 6, 1820; m. —— Thomas. 
(1094) Lucy, m. Isaac Alger. 


Hopan Pzrrce (No, 339), 
Daughter of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima 
Caswell, was b. Sept. 17, 1784, and m. Standish Rider, 


SranpisH Riper and wife Hurpau Pzrrce (No. 339) had: 
(1095) Huldah, m. Adonijah Westgate, of Rochester. 
(1096) Standish, m. Jane Thomas, Middleboro’. 

(1097) Jemima, m. Edward Woodward, of Taunton. 


Rotanp Pzrrce (No. 340), 
Son of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima Caswell, 


Was b. Noy. 26, 1787; m. Sophia Rider. He d. Oct. 29, 
1844, 


Roranp Prirce (No. 340) and Soruta Riper had no children. 


Capt. Exisua Perrce (No. 341) and wife Mercy River had: 

(1098) Mercy, b. April 19, 1818; m. no one. 

(1099) Sophia, b. April 7, 1821; m. Tisdale Francis, | 
of Taunton. 

(1100) Rosella. 

(1101) Andrew J. 

Elisha, the parent, was by trade a wheelwright, carrying 
m that business at the Four Corners Village in Middleboro’, 
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He was a son of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima 
Caswell, and b. July 6, 1792; d. Sept. 9, 1861. 


Capt. Ext Perrcz (No. 342) and wife Froerra Rien had: 


(1102) Asanath, m. Michael Bennett, of Rochester, Ms, 
(1103) Eli W., m. Anna Slocum, of New Bedford. 
(1104) Nathaniel R. 

(1105) Samuel B. 

(1106) Thomas W., m. Mrs. Mary Thomas. 

(1107) Fidelia A. 

(1108) Erastus. 

(1109) ‘William B. 

(1110) Austin H. 

Eli, the parent, was commissioned May 18, 1824, Lieu- 
tenant of a company in the local militia of Middleboro’. © 
Promoted to Captain, May 11, 1827. He was a son of Aro- 
‘die Peirce and wife Jemima Caswell, and b. Jan. 12, 1796. 


Zavoc Perce (No. 343), 

Son of Jonathan Peirce (No. 984) and wife Patience, was 
b. Sept. 18, 1777, and m. Sally Powers. 
Zavoc Price (No. 343) and wife Satty Powrrs had: 
(1111) Loisa, b. Dec. 2, 1801. (Town records of Shutes- 
bury.) 
(1112) Betsey, b. June 2, 1811. (Town records of 
Shutesbury. ) 


Ruopa Prrrce (No. 344), 


Daughter of Jonathan Peirce (No. 984) and wife Patience, 
was b. Sept. 24, 1779; m. Ewens. 





— Ewens and wife Ruopa Price (No. 344) had: 
(1115) Ksther. 
(1114) Lovica. 
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Jacos Pxrrce (No. 349), 
Son of Jonathan Peirce (No. 984) and wife Patience, was 
b. Oct. 9, 1781; m. Betsey Lamb. He was commissioned, 
‘May 28, 1816, Ensign of militia in Shutesbury, Mass. ; pro- 
moted to Lieutenant, Feb. 5, 1818. 


heut. Jacos Pairce (No. 345) and wife Bersry Lame had: 
(1115) Hiram, b. Oct. 23, 1807. 


(1116) Lucius, b. May 14, 1809: m. Noy: 23, 1836, 
Melinda Barnes, of Amherst, 


(1117) William, b. June 2, 1812, 

(1118) Frank, m, Lucretia Sanderson, of Leverett. 
(1119) Chester, m. Julia Payne, of Montague. 

gy (1120) Spaulding. 


Tuomas Perce (No. 346), 
Son of Jonathan Peirce (No. 983) and wife Patience, was 


b, May 9, 1784 (Shutesbury town records); m. Jemima 
Paul. 


| Tuomas Prmce (No. 346) and wife Jemma Pact had: 
| (1121) Louisa, b. Dec. 18, 1807. 
(1122) Huldah, b. April 30, 1809 ; m. Edward Howard 
if Amherst. She died Aug. 1852. 
(1123) Luther P., b. Sept. 2, 1810 ; m. Lavina Griswold, 
(1124) Jonathan, b. Noy. 4, 1812; m. Joanna Kellogg, 
of Amherst. 
(1125) Chloe P., b. Sept. 5, 1813; m. Pickering Cutler. 
(1126) Mary, b. May 7, 1815; m. A. B. Allen, of Con- 
vay, 
(11217) Elbridge, b. March 11, 1817 5m. Sarah Davis, 
if Shirley, He d. in 1865, she in 1851, 
(1128) Henry, m, Abigail Parks. He d. in 1853. 
(1129) Sanford. 
(1130) Daniel, - 


oo 
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JonAtHAN Pemcn (No. 348), 


Son of Eliphalet (No. 99) and wife Tabitha Bryant, was 
b. April 15, 1785, and m. Lydia Bartlett. He d. 1855. He 
was commissioned Ensign in one of the companies of local 
militia, of Middleboro, May 2, 1809; honorably discharged, 
April, 1816. In his resignation he complained of haying 
been superseded by the election of a Captain from the ranks, 


Ensign Jonatuan Pemce (No. 348) and wife Lypr 
Bartrerr had: 
(1131) Jonathan, m. Sally Crapo. 
(1132) Betsey, m. Cowen. 
(1133) Deborah, m. John Thing. 
(1134) Lucius, m. Hannah Washburn. 
(1135) Bethuel, m. no one. He was drowned at the 
age of 18 years. 





Purse Peirce (No. 349), 

Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. Oct. 26, 1787. She lived single, and died 
Sept. 1867. 


Resecca Perce (No. 350), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. Oct. 9, 1789, andm. Lewis Dean, of Taunton. 


. Lewis Dean and wife Resrcca Perrce had: 
(1186) Lewis, d. young. 

(1137) Bethuel. 

(1188) Rebecca. 

(1139) A daughter, d. young. 


Eurpnater Perce (No. 351), - 


Son of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha Bry- 
ant, was b. Feb. 4, 1792; m. Joanna Blankinship. 
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Eurnaner Pemcr (No. 351)-and wife Joanna had: 
(1140) Josiah, m. Hannah Bryant. 
(1141) Phebe, m. Geo. B. Sherman, of Rochester, Mass. 
(1142) liphalet, d. at age of 6 years. ’ 
(1143) William Henry, m. Susan Sherman, of Roches- 
| ter. Died 1866. 

(1144) Seabury B. 

(1145) George A. Lost at sea at the age of 19 years, 

The thanks of the writer are due to Eliphalet Peirce (No. 
391) for information concerning this family and those of 
Ensign Jonathan Peirce, Lewis Dean and James Potter. . 


TapirHa PrErrce (No. 352), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. Dec. 6, 1793 ; m. James Potter, of Bairhayen.. 


James Porrer and wife Tanrrua Perrce (No. 352) had: 
(1146) James, 


(1147) John, 
(1148) Emeline. 
tric, == + swvins, that d. young. 


Zitpau S, Perrce (No. 353), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 


Bryant, was. b. Feb. 28; 1796; m, John Burbank, of Paw- 
-_tucket, 


Jonny Burbank and wife Zpait S, Puce (No, 353) had: 
(1151) Joseph W., b. 1824. 
(1152) John M,, b. 1826. 
_ (1153) Benjamin F., b. 1829. 
(1154) George C., b. 1830. 
(1155) Henry C., b. 1832. 
These names are based on the recollections of Mrs. Lucy, 
wife of Lewis Perrin, 
35 
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Lucy Prmor (No. 354), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
reacts was b, Sept. 25, 1798, and m. Aug. 5, 1822, Lewis 
Perrin. He was b. in Seekonk, Aug. 7,1797. In a com- 
pany of local militia at Mansfield he was commissioned 
Ensign, June 21, 1828 — Alexander Balkom being Captain 
and Elisha Hodges Lieutenant. This company was in the 
4th Reg’t, 2d Brigade, 5th Division; and of this regiment 
Ira KX. Miller was then Colonel, Mason Stone Lieut.-Colonel, 
and Willard Blackinton Major. Brig.-General Cromwell 
Washburn commanded the Brigade, and Maj.-General Shep- 
herd Leach the Division. 


Ensign Lewis Perrin and wife Lucy Prrrce (No. 354) had; 
(1156) Maria L., b. March 18, 1825; m. Sept. 1844, 
Ebenezer Skinner, Died Feb. 16, 1863, 
(1157) Lewis L., b. Oct. 7, 1826; m. in 1848, Mary 
Crowell. 
(1158) Thomas, b. Sept. 9, 1828; m, Jan. 1, 1858, 
Sarah C. Vars. 
(1159) David, b. Jan, 25, 1830; m. Nov. 1854, Minerva 
K. Lapham. | 
(1160) Julia F., b. June 9, 1831; m. Jan. 1851, Sea- 
bury Tompkins. 
(1161) Arnold P., b. Feb. 15, 1833; d. Sept. 25, 1834, 
- (1162) George W., b. July 5, 1835; m. 1861, Kate 
‘Snow. 
Thanks are due Mr. Zebulon P. White (No. 911) for 
what has been given concerning the children of J obs Bur- 


bank and Ensign Lewis Perrin weal wives. 
, 


Asanata Perce (No, 355). 

Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. April 30, 1801; m. Jabez Briggs. 
Janez Baroos and wife Asanatu Petros (No. 855) had: 
(1163) Phebe, : 
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Parrence Prmcr (No. 356), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. March 27, 1803, and d. young. 


Epuunp Petrce (No. 365), 


Son of Sarah Peirce (No. 101), was b. Oct. 16, 1776, and 
m, Wealthy Howland, Dec. 1799. 


Hpmund Peirce (No. 365) and wife Werauray Hownanp 
had: 

(1164) Howland, b. Sept. 24,1800; m. Elizabeth Chase, 
of Somerset. She d. several yearssince. 

(1165) Mary H., b. Sept. 1, 1802; a. Sept. 2, 1823. 

(1166) Sarah, b. March 6, 1812; d. Noy. 12, 1832. 

(1167) Hermon, b. Dec. 11, 1815; m. Priscilla Has- 
kins, of Berkley. 

Edmund, the father, d. Nov. 26, 1823. Wealthy, the 
mother, d. Jan. 14, 1858, She was a daughter of Joshua 
Howland and wife Phebe Chase. Joshua Howland was in- 
sine towards the close of life, and refused to speak or take 
any food, and died from from starvation, April 12, 1821. 


Asner Perce (No. 366) and wife Hutpan Witcox had: 

(1168) Abel, b. Jan. 20, 1788; m. Sept. 1809, Belinda 
Tisk. 

(1169) Samuel, b. May 12, 1790; m. Sept. 1817, Sally 
Wright. 

(1170) Abner, b. Sept. 8, 1792; m. Sept. 1821, Betsey 
Dewy. 

(1171) Eli, b. July 6, 1794; m. April, 1823, Sarah 
Burgess. He became a physician at Athens, N. Y., and 
ftom thence removed to the State of Indiana, where he is 
said to have owned the land of an entire township. 

(1172) Anna, b. June 29, 1796; m. June 23, 1814, 
Key, Ralph Lanning. ; 

(1173) Lois, b. March 31, 1799; m. Thomas Russell. 
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(1174) Huldah, b. June 3, 1801; m. Dec. 25, 1897, . 
Thomas Russell. ~ 
(1175) Levi, b. April 23, 1803; m. Dec. 25, 1828, 
Laura Hale. 
(1176) Joseph, b. Aug. 23, 1806. Was a plhiysician. 
Huldah, the mother, was b. Feb. 1765, and d. Feb. 11, 
1849. I am indebted to Mr. De Layon Peirce for informa- 
tion concerning this family. 


Grorce Petree (No. 370) and wife Anrcam Kinney had; 
(1177) Rollin, b. Dec. 31, 1793; m. in 1815, Rebecca 
Carr. He is a house carpenter. 
(1178) Semanthia, b. July 11,1799; d. in 1812. 
(1179) Lafayette, b. Feb. 11, 1805; m. 1839; d, 1843, 
(1180) Volney, b. May 9, 1809; m. Charlotte Goodsell. 
He d. in 1864—supposed to have been killed. Was Cap- 
tain of militia in Windsor, Mass,, from Sept. 10, 1832, to 
April 19, 1834. He was a skilful architect. 


Ett Prrror (No. 372) and second wife Exxcra Lenawp had; 
(1181) Mary P., b. Sept. 5, 1817; m. Noy. 9, 1841, 
Cyrus S. Rockwell, of Peru, Mass., formerly of Conn. 
(1182) E. Warren, b. May 5, 1821; m. in 1845, Ann 
L. Wales, of Peru, and formerly of Abington, Mass. He 
is a patron of this work, and rendered the writer very essen- 
tial service in collecting information. He is decidedly a 
leading man in the town of Peru, Mass., where he has been 
chairman of the board of Selectmen, Assessor, School Com- 
mittee, Auditor, and Moderator of annual town meeting 
quite a number of years. 
(1183) Electa P., b. May 16, 1824; m. in 1845, George 
L. Thompson, of Pern) Mass. She is.a subscriber for this 
book, 
Liserty Perce (No. 373), 
Son of Levi Peirce (No. 102) and wife Bathsheba Bab- 
bett, was b. Oct. 9, 1774, and m. Lydia Beals, of Abing- 
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fon, June 29,1797. He d. Feb. 8, 1864, She d. Sept. 2, 
1852, 


Isrrry Perce (No.°373) and wife Lypra Brats had: 

(1184) Gordon, b. June 29, 1798; m. Dec. 30, 1819, 
Dorothy Fox. 

(1185) Orin, b. Sept. 28, 1800; m. Feb. 19, 1824, Jo-, 
anna Hale, 

(1186) Gaylord, b. July 5, 1803 ; m. Oct. 4, 1827, Phebe 
Caulkins. : ; 

(1187) Vador, b. Jan. 24, 1806; m. April 13, 1835, 
Hannah E. Gardner. 

(1188) Duane, b. Jan. 11, 1809; m. Jan. 22, 1838, 
_ Mary Morse. 
(1189) Enoch E., b, Jan. 17, 1812; d. Jan. 25, 1833. 


/ WW) Henry Prmce (No. 374), 

Son of Levi Peirce (No. 102) and wife Bathsheba Bab- 
bett, was b. May 23, 1777, and m. first, Eunice Wightman, 
Dec. 5, 1802. He was Captain of a company of militia cay- 
ily at Herkimer, N. Y., and Justice of the Peace for Berk- 
shire County. 


Heyry Perce, Esq. (No. 374) and first wife Eunice Wient- 
man had: 
(1190) Raldon B., b. Jan. 29, 1804. 
(1191) Charles W., b. Aug. 8, 1805; d. Jan. 16, 1815. 
(1192) Esther A., b. Feb. 9, 1807. 2 
(1193) Demis M., b. Sept. 2, 1810; m. Joseph Parcell, 
of Elmwood, Il. 


e 


By second wife, Minerva Dresser, to whom he was married 
May 16, 1814, had: 

| (1194) Charles W., b. Aug. 7, 1815; d. April 17, 1816. 
(1195) Algernon S., b. Noy. 29, 1817; d. Noy. 12, 1842. 


q (1196) Eunice W., b. Aug. 20, 1820; d. Feb. 29, 1824, 
30* 
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(1197) Charles H.,b. Noy. 29, 1822; m. in 1851, Mary 
R. Bigelow, of New Braintree; and May 21, 1863, Eliza- 
beth Waters, of Millbury, Mass. He d. Oct.5,1865. Was 
a clergyman. 


(1198) Louisa A., b. July 14, 1825. 


Levi Perrcn (No. 375), 

Son of Levi Peirce (102) and wife Bathsheba Babbett, 
was b. in or about 1778; m. Dolly Thompson. He d. 1890. 
Was a Colonel of militia in Berkshire County. 


Col. Ley Perce (No. 375) and wife Dotty Tuompson had: 
(1199) Lovyerna, b. Sept. 23, 1804; d. Sept. 28, 1856. 
(1200) Orlin, b. Noy. 25, 1806; d. April 8, 1831, 
(1201) Emory, b. Jan. 5, 1809; m. twice. First, March 

17, 1831, to Minerva Watkins. She d. March 22, 1832, 

Mar. second, Aug. 2, 1832, to Rosilla Watkins. He was 

commissioned Ensign of the local militia in Peru, April 24, 

1832. Is a subscriber for this book. 
(1202) Thompson, b. May 24, 1810; m. Dec. 5, 1832, 

Harriet Little. He is a subscriber to this work, and thanks 

are due him for information. 

(1208) Fidelia,b. Aug. 8, 1812; d. Oct. 2, 1857. 
(1204) Parentha, b. July 11, 1815; m. J. Franklin 

Watkins. 
(1205) Sarah, b. Nov. 18, 1818; m. John Barnabee, 

Jan. 19, 1847. 
(1206) Elmira, b. April 7, 1822; m. Rev. John Allen. 


Suapraca Perce (No. 376) and wife Tawmrson Baperr had: 

(1207) Lozien, b. Dee. 11, 1804; m. Feb. 24, 1839, 
Aurelia E. Jones, of East Haddam, Conn, He is a clergy- 
man of the M. E. Church. <A patron of this work. 

(1208) Eunice A., b. March 9, 1807; m. June 28, 1846, 
Wilson Hathway, of Brookfield, Mass. She is a subscriber 
to this genealogy. Thanks are due their daughter, Miss 
Clara A. Hathway, for information. 
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(1209) Henry B., b. Sept. 19, 1809; m. March 15, 1881, 
Lydia D. Peirce, of Windsor, Mass. He is a patron of this 
book, and a farmer in Peru, Mass. 

(1210) Engelica T., b. Sept. 19, 1812; m. March 15, 
1838, Rev. Halsey W. Ransom, of Argyle, N. H. 

(1211) William C., b. Jan. 14, 1815; m. Sept. 5, 1841, 
Incinda D. Watkins, of Peru, Mass. He is Professor of 
Natural Sciences at Baldwin University, Berea, Ohio, a cler- 
pyman of the M. EK. Church, and a subscriber to this work. 


By second wife, Lypra K. Post: 

(1212) Milton P., b. Sept. 30, 1823 ; m. twice. First, Dec. 
1, 1851, Harriet J. Harwood, of Windsor, Mass.; and sec- 
ond, Nov. 3, 1855, Eliza A. Straunhan, of Elyna, Ohio, He 
is a subscriber to this history of the Peirce family. Has 
been a Captain in the volunteer militia in Berkshire County, 
md rendered good service in furnishing facts for this pub- 
lication. 

(1213) James §., b. July 29, 1827; d. Dec. 12, 1881. 


Dr. Danret Perror (No, 377) and wife Anrcam Lyman had: 


(1214) Rosamond, b. June 17, 1811; d. March 8, 1822. 

(1215) Caroline, b. April 25, 1813; m. Oct. 27, 1836, 
Leander $. Cooper, of Peru, Mass. She d. Sept. 28, 1862. 

(1216) Levi L., b. Aug. 19,1815; m. July 30, 1846, 
Mary Benedict, of Kensha, Wisconsin. 

(1217) Francis M., b. Jan. 28, 1818; m. May 3, 1849, 
Catharine White, of Goshen, Mass. 

(1218) Daniel P., b. Aug. 13, 1820; d. Oct. 17, 1846. 

(1219) Rosamond, b. Feb. 20, 1823; m. Dec. 16, 1841, 
Charles C. Parris, of Worthington, Mass. 

(1220) Martha L., b. Jan. 26, 1826; m. May 11, 1853, 
Nelson Brown, of Cummington, Mass. 
(1221) Timothy D., b. July 24, 1830; m. Jan. 1, 1864, 
Sarah Stephenson, of Chesterfield, Mass. 
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Capt. Isaac Perce (No. 378) and wife Potty Wess had: 
(1222) Lorenzo M., b. in 1810; m. in 1835, Emeline 
Branch. : 
(1223) William W., b. in 1812; m. in 1842, Amanda 
Buffum; and again m. in 1846, Maria Whelden. 
(1224) P, Amelia, b, in 1816; m.in 1834, Smith Phillips, 
(1225) Benjamin F., b. in 1819; m. in 1842, Samantha 
Sinnitt. Was a soldier in the Union army in the late war, 
Is Justice of the Peace for Berkshire County, has been 
Representative to General Court, and is a subscriber to this 
work. A farmer at Peru, Mass. 
(1226) Alvah B., b. in 1826; m. in 1847, Betsey Smith, 
and he d. in 1851. 


Wauuitam Ensien and wife Saran Prmce (No. 379) had: 
(1227) Benjamin P., m. Emily Blakeslee. 
(1228) Catharine, m. Preston. 
(1229) Caroline, m. Gilbert F. Lewis. They reside in 

Cleveland, Ohio, She is a patron of this book. 
(1230) Levi, m. Anna Evernghim, 

(1231) Harriet, m. Tracy. 
(1232) Maria, m. Dewey. 











Exser Prmcs (No. 392) and wife had: 


(1238) Sally, b. in 1795; m. twice. First, Wiliam 
Ball; and second, Josiah Smith. 

(1284) Jairus, b. 1799; m. Rachel Watkins. 

(1235) Isaac S., b, 1802; m. Eliza H. Thompson. He 
was of essential service in collecting information for this 
work, and to him we owe what is herein given concerning 
the families of Eber Peirce, Josiah Smith, John Peirce, 
Isaiah D. Holbrook, Asa H. Capen, Esq., Capt. Gideon 
Peirce and Charles Hathaway. 

(1236) Franklin, b. 1805; m, Charlotte Wetherbee. He 
d. 1847, at Liberty, Michigan. 

(1237) Reuben, b. 1808; m. first, Louisa M. Ford; 
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second, Dilly Ford. Justice of Peace for Berkshire County, 
_ Postmaster at Windsor, and is a subscriber to this work. 

(1238) Electa, b. 1810; d. at Windsor, Mass., 1812. 

(1239) Lydia D.,b. 1812; m. Henry B. Peirce. 

(1240) Julia A., b, 1816; m. Turner Joy. 

(1241) Henry A., b. 1818; d. in Windsor. 

(1242) Judith S., b. 1820'; m. John Brown, and reside 
in Hinsdale. He is a farmer. 

(1243) Orrin G., b. 182-; m, Harriet Wright, and re- 
side in Windsor. 

(1244) Celinda, m. Charles Chapman, and reside in 
Gotham, New York. He is a farmer. 


Jostau Sara and wife Anream, Perce (No. 393) had: 
(1245) Roland, resided in Townsend, Vt. Wasa Brig- 
adier General. 
(1246) Cynthia, m. and lived in Vermont. 


Joun Prmcr (No. 394) had: 

(1247) Cinderella, b. in 1796; d. at Windsor, Mass. 

(1248) Isaac, b. in 1798; m. Joanna Bailey. He isa 
famer at Windsor. 

(1249) Almond T., b. 1814; m. Betsey B. Tower. He 
is a farmer, and resides at Windsor, Mass., has been a mem- 
her of the State Legislature, and is a subscriber to this 
genealogy. 


Issra D. Horproox and wife Anna Perce (No. 395) had: 

(1250) Percy, b. in 1798; m. Frederick Morgan, of 
Westfield. 

(1251) Harlow, b. in 1800; m. Mary Frost, of Wood-- 
stock, Wisconsin. He died in 1863, 

(1252) Lucy, b. in 1808; m. Marshall Miner, of Wind- 
sor, Mass. He died in 1864. 

(1253) Cynthia, b. in 1810; m. Darius Dunham, of 
Washington, Mass. 
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(125+) Judith, b. in 1812; m. first, Oramel Whiting; 
second, Elias Upton. Died in 1868, 

(1255) LElecta, b. 1815; m. first, Phineas Clapp; sec- 
ond, Marshall Jackson. She d. in 1864. 

(1256) Eber, b, 1819; lives in the city of New York. 


Asa D. Caren, Esq. and wife Amy Prrece (No. 396) had: 


(1257) Asa, b. in 1809; d. at Windsor, Mass., in 1809, 

(1258) Samuel, b. in 1810; d. at Windsor in 1811. 

(1259) §&. Cordelia, b. in 1812; m. Samuel Dawes, of 
Windsor, Mass. 

(1260) Salmon, b. 1814; m. Betsey Thompson. He d. 
In ‘1865. 

(1261) Daniel, b, in 1816; m. Irene Tower. He isa 
Deputy Sheriff. 

(1262) Howland D., b.in 1820; m. Mehitable Allen, 


Capt. Gipzon Prmcer (No. 397) and wife Anna Muver had: 
(1263) Harrison G., b. in 1813; m, Juliet Axtell, 
(1264) Orison, b. in 1818; d. in Windsor in 1840. 
(1265) Anna M., b. in 1823; m. Benjamin Ford. 
Gideon, the parent, was b. in Spencer, Mass., in 1780; 

was a farmer, and d. at Windsor, Mass., in 1822. 


Cuarues Haraway and wife Cynrnza Pemcr (No. 398) had: 
(1266) Shadrach P., b. 1809; m. Maria Loomis. 
(1267) Charles W., b. 1811; m. first, Laura Tracy; 

second, Martha Hunt. 

(1268) Anna, b. 1813; m. Allen R. W. Hathaway, of 

Savoy, to whom thanks are due for information. 

(1269) Lorin, b. 1815; m. Louisa Blanchard. 
(1270) Harriet, b. 1817; m. Lewis Ford. She died im 

Cummington in 1858, 

(1271) Cinderilla, b. 1818; m. William Tracy. 
(1272) Jarius, b. 1820; m. Mary S. Crockett. 
(1273) Levi, b. 1822; m. Amanda Arnold. 
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(1274) Ambrose, b, 1824; m. Elizabeth Moulton. 

(1275) Clarinda, b. 1826; m. Welcome Staunton. She 
d, in Savoy, 1857. . 

(1276) Electa, b, 1828; m. Lyman May. She died in 
Windsor in 1863. 4 

(1277) Amy, b. 1830; m. Lyman Moulton. 

(1278) Jane, b. 1833; m. Harland Nye, of Savoy. 


Dayw Perrce (No. 400) and wife Drsme Nyr had: 

(1279) Salome, m. Hugh Marriman, of Wareham. 

(1280) Ruth, m. John Bumpus, of Wareham. . 

(1281) Mary, m. first, John McCoy; second, David 
Harlow, of Sharon. 

(1282) Dayid, m. no one. 

(1283) Otis, m, Hannah Bumpus, of Wareham. 

(1284) Lucy, m. first, Roland S. Bumpus, of Wareham ; 
second, Dea. Brownell Tripp, of Acushnet. 


Ricuarp Prrrce (No. 401) and wife Joanna Nye had : 

(1285) Benjamin. 

(1286) Richard. 

(1287) Betsey. . 

We owe Mrs. Lucy Tripp (No. 1284) for what is given 
concerning the families of David and Richard Peirce. 


— Hormes and wife Kezian Perrce (No, 402) had: 
(1288) Permilla, m. John Covell, of Sandwich. 


Josrpn Harris and wife Kezran Perce Honmes had: 


(1289) Joseph. 
(1290) Russell, m. Elizabeth Marriman. 


Ienarius Perrce (No. 403) and wife Brtsry had : 
(1291) Ignatius, mi. twice. First, King; second, 
——Sheirce, 
(1292) Betsey, m. Caleb Raymond, of Plymouth. 











Ww 
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(1293) toiie m. Bates. 
(1294) “0m. Churchill., 


(1295) Nelson. Resides at San Francisco, Cal. A sub- 
scriber to this work. He is in the Southern Packet Office, 
No. 610 Front Street. 

(1296) Lucy, d. young. 

(1297) Ebenezer, m. Sarah Manter, of Plymouth. 

(1298) Abner, m. Mary Manuell, of Plymouth. 

(1299) Stillman. Lived single. 


Branca Perrce (No. 404) and wife Resecca Barss had; 

(1300) <A son. 

(1301) Thomas. ; 

(1302) Ezra, m. Deborah Valler. 

(1808) Branch, m. Ruby Valler. 

(1304) Rebecca. 

(1305) Ruth. 

(1306) Naomi, m. Manter. 

Branch, the parent, was “a mighty hunter” of deer in 
Plymouth woods, “even as Nimrod, the mighty hunter be- 
fore the Lord.” One of Hon. Daniel Webster’s particular 
friends. 





Grorce Dovctas and wife Mary Pricer (No. 406) had; 
(1307) Elisha, m. —— Thrasher. 
(1308) William. 

(1309) Martin, m. Swift. 
(1810) Mary, m. Thomas Peirce, Esq., of Rochester. 
The accounts of the families of Joseph Harris, Ignatius 
Peirce, Branch Peirce and George Douglas, so incomplete 
in facts and wholly deficient in dates, grew out of the circum- 
stance that those of these families to whom letters were sent 
asking for information, in every case neglected or refused to 
answer ; and but for the assistance of a person who is neither 
of their kith or kin, I could not haye done half as well. 
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Bersry Pemce (No. 1074), 
Daughter of Richard Peirce (No. 34) and wife Mary Sim- 
mons, was b. at date unknown, and m. Eleazer Hathaway, 
of Freetown, in or about 17738. 


Eveszer Harnaway and Bersry Petrce (No. 107$) had: 


(4064) Merebah, m. Michael Chase, of Freetown. 

(406%), Chloe, m. Benjamin Chase. 

(4062) Betsey, m. Sylvanus Haddaway. 

(406%) Abigail, m. Palmer. 

Eleazer Hathaway and wife Betsey Peirce (No. 1073) 
were first cousins. His mother was Merebah Simmons, b. 
March 9,1715; m. John Hathaway, of Freetown, March 
6, 1732. Her mother was Mary Simmons, b. Oct. 9, 17238; 
m. Rithard Peirce, Dec. 12,1745. (This ought to have 
appeared on page 172 of this book, but was not received by 
the writer in time to place it there.) 





Tuomas Prince (No. 430), 
Son of Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe Strange,. 
m. Harriet Leonard. 


Pum T. Prtrce (No. 431), 


Son of Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe Strange, 
m. twice. First, Olive Bickford; and second, Georgiana 
Shurtleff. Reside in Hast Boston. 


Puiu T. Prmce (No. 431) and wife had: 
(1811) Lewis A., b. Aug. 12, 1856. 
(1812) Alfretta, b. Oct. 19, 1858. 


JosEPH Prtrce (No. 432), 


Son of Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe Strange; 
m. Mrs. Mary Gifford. Hed. July 31, 1852. 
36 


. 
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Satty SrepHens Pemce (No. 484), 

Daughter of Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe 
Strange, was b. in 1827, and m. Albert L. Fifield, of Salis- 
bury, Mass. No children. She is a subscriber to this work, 


Asicai, L. Perce (No. 483), 

Daughter of Christopher Peirce, Jr. (No. 131) and wife 
Abigail B. Rand, was b. March 11, 1825, and m. William 
Taylor, of Pembroke. 


Witr1am Taytor and wife Anica L. Perce (No. 483) had: 
(1313) Louisa E., b. Sept. 24, 1847; m. Noy. 25, 1866, 
Bailie D. Damon, of Hanover, and they have two children, 
(13814) Abby A., b. July 15, 1851. 


Grorcx B. Perrcr (No. 484) and wife Mary Dersy had: 
(1315) Mabel, b. March, 1858. 
(1316) A son, d. young. 
(1317) A daughter, d. young. 


Wittiam H. Austin and wife Ann J. Perrce (No. 486) had: 


(1818) Frederick W., b. Sept. 10, 1860. 

(1819) George B., b. July 3, 1866. 

The writer tenders his thanks to Mrs. Abigail L. Taylor 
(No. 483) for the above information concerning the families 
of William Taylor, George B. Peirce and William H. Aus- 
tin, and for the kind interest she has exhibited towards the 
publishing of this genealogical record. 


Rosert P. Wuuams (No. 581), 

Son of Robert Williams and wife Bethiah Pearce, was a 
publisher and bookseller in Cornhill, Boston, and his son, 
Mr. Alexander Williams, still continues in the same business 
at the corner of Washington and School Streets. 
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Cuartes WiiuiAms (No. 532), 

Son of Robert Williams and wife Bethiah Pearce, was 
formerly engaged with his brother Robert P. Williams, 
as publisher and bookseller, in Cornhill, Boston, Charles 
never married, and is now dead. For these facts concern- 
ing Robert P. and Charles Williams, the writer was indebt- 
ed to Mr. Pearce W. Penhallow, of Boston (No. 5504), 

On page 183 of this book, Thomas W. Penhallow is said 
to haye married for a second wife a half-sister of Mary 
Beach, his first. It should have been said, half-sister of his 
first wife’s mother. 


Cuartes R, Pearce (No. 537) and wife had: 
(1820) Catharine R., resides in Baltimore, Md. 
(1821) Rebecca, resides at the same place. 


Commodore Davin Grtsincer and wife Caruarmer Pearce 
(No. 539) had: 
(1322) Sarah E., m. Pickell. 
(1323) Helen. 
The surname of the father of this family was by mistake 
given as Messinger on page 183 of this book, He wasa 
Commodore in the U. 8. Navy. 





Dr. F. W. Osrranprer and wife Heren Pearce (No. 541) 
had: 


(1324) A son, b. 1830; and Helen, the mother, d. some- 
time during that year. They resided in Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Marearer Scorr (No. 546), 


Daughter of John Scott and wife Harrier Prarce, m, 
Oliver Wendell Penhallow. Mrs. Margaret Penhallow d. 
in 1841. Her husband is still living. 


Davi Prarce Pennatitow (No. 547), 
Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet Pearce 
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Scott, was b. Sept. 24, 1805, and m. 
in San Francisco in 1859. 





Yeaton. He d, 


Ann Wenvett Pennattow (No. 548), 
Daughter of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, 
was b, Oct. 22,1808, and m. Rey. N. S. Folsom, of Concord. 
They had eight children, viz.: Justice, Sarah, Edward, 
Parris H., Harriet, Anna, Ellen and Charles F. Parris is 
a clerk in Treasury Department, Washington, and Charles 
F’, is a surgeon at City Hospital, Boston. 


Jouy Prarce Pennattow (No. 549), , 


Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, was 
b. in 1810, and d. in 1847. 


Harrier Pearce Pennattow (No. 550), 
Daughter of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, 
was b, 1813, and m. Rey. W. Jacobs. F. W. Jacobs, a 
counsellor at law, and an Alderman of the city of Boston, is 
their son, 
AnpREw Jackson Penuattow (No. 5504), 
Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, was 
b. March, 1815; m. M. Pickering. They had Susan P., 
John P., Hannah J., Elizabeth I., Charles L, and David. 


Parcs Wentworta Prnsattow (No. 5504), 

Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, was 
b. Feb. 27, 1817; m. Elizabeth Sherburne, and they had 
Thomas W., b. 1846, William T., b. 1848, d, 1862, Charles 
S,, b, 1852, and Pearce W., b. March, 1855. Pearce W. 
Penhallow, the parent, is a subscriber to this publication, 
and rendered the author good service in furnishing in- 
formation. 

Susannah Stevens Pearce and husband Thomas W. Pen- 
hallow resided at Greenland, N. H., instead of Greenfield, 
as stated on page 186. Shed, Oct. 20, 1869. 
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Crara Pxrrrce (No. 558), 

Maustiter of William Pearce, Jr. (No. 141) and wife Clara 
Sargent; m. Samuel E. Coues, of Portsmouth, N. H., 
President.of the American Peace Society. 


Samuet EH. Cours and wife Crara Pearce (No. 558) had: 
(1325) Samuel F., m. March, 1857, Mary B. Hughes, of 
Boston, a daughter of George Hughes and wife Elizabeth E. 
Parrott (No. 573). Samuel F. Coues is a surgeon in the 
U. S. Navy. 


EvizaBeta Pearce (No. 560), 
Daughter of William Pearce, Jr. (No. 141) and wife 
Clara Sargent, m. B. K. Hough, of Gloucester. 


B. K. Hoveu and wife Exizaneta Pearce (560) had: 
(1326) Benjamin Kent, d. in infancy. 
(13827) Clara, d. in infancy. 
(1328) Charles T., b. May 13, 1840; m. June 6, 
1866, Sarah Hughes, a daughter of George Hughes and wife 
Hizabeth E. Parrott (No. 513). Mr. Gharies T. Hough is 
a patron of this work. : 

(1329) Elizabeth P. 

(1830) Mary §. 

(1331) Benjamin Kent. 

(1332) Annie A. 

(1333) Eleanor L. 


Frances E. Pearce* (No. 5614), 
Daughter of William Pearce, Jr. (No. 141) and wife Clara 
Sargent, m. Frederick G. Low, Jr. of San Francisco, Cal. 


Preprrick G.-Low, Jr. and wife Frances E. Prarcn 
(No. 5614) had: 
(1834) Clara. v 


* Her name was not communicated to the writer of this genealogy until after 
Page 191 was printed ; and hence the use of a half number. 
36* 
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/ 
(1335) John. 
(1336) 
(1337) 
The writer is indebted to Mr. Charles T. Hough for what 


has here been given concerning the families of Samuel FE, 
Coues, B. K. Hough and Frederick G. Low, Jr. 


Epwarp H. Prarce (No, 567), 

Son of Henry Pearce (N o. 142) and wife Abigail Knights, 
is a farmer, and resides in Gloucester, Mass. The writer 
has been told that he has been married twice, and has re- 
peatedly addressed letters to him, soliciting a knowledge of 
the names of his children, to which in no case did he get a 
reply. 

SamueL Srevens Pearce (No. 576), 

Son of Capt. Samuel Pearce (No. 144) and wife Julia 
Maria Trask, isa Marine Inspector at Boston, and he m. 
Mrs. Emily Smith Lord, of Boston. Her maiden name was 
Ash, and she was b. in Newport, R. I., July 2, 1857, and 
d. at Charlestown, Mass,, April 16, 1869. 


Samurn SrerHens Pearce and wife Emmy had: 
(1838) Xenophon, b. Dec. 7, 1867. 


Grorcre W. Pearce (No. 580), 
Son of George W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife, was b. 
Jan. 1826, and m. March, 1852, Susan Mary Louisa Ellis. 
The writer’s thanks are due to him for the information he 
has furnished and good will shown towards the accomplish- 
ment of this work, for which he is a subscriber. 


Guzen W. Pearce (No. 580) and wife ae 
(1339) Susan Louisa, b. 1855. 
(1840) Charles Ellis, b. 1857. 
(1341) Isabel, b. 1859, 
(1842) Josephine, b. 1862. 
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Tamastn Pearce (No. 583), 
Daughter of George W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife, was 
b, Feb. 1831, and m. May, 1854, Hadley P. Burrill, Esq. 
He is Postmaster at Chelsea, Mass. 


Hintry P. Burra, Esq. and wife Tamasty Pztrcx (No. 
583) had: 
(1343) Nellie. 
(1344) Clara. 
(1345) Georgiana. 


Crara C. Pearce (No. 585), 


Daughter of George W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife, was 
b, June, 1834, and m. Aug. 1855, Henry G. Fay. 


Henry G. Fay and wife Crara C. Pearce (No. 585) had: 
(1346) Alice Hunt. 
(1347) Mabel Saunders. 
(1348) George Francis. 


Hore Peirce (No. 596), 
Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Anna 
Hoar, was b. Nov. 16, 1783, and never married ; d. July 11, 
1888. Said to have been buried in Shutesbury, Mass. 


Anna Pernce (No. 597), 

Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Anna 
Hoar, was b. June 28, 1785, and m. twice. First, Moses 
Mayhew, of Ludlow, Vt.; and second, Lemuel Church (No. 
638, her own first cousin), of Vershire, Vt. 


Mosrs Mayuew and wife Anna Peirce (No. 597) had: 
(1849) Nathan Peirce. Died. 
(1350) Emery B. Died. 

(1351) Hiram. 
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Lemur, Cuurcn (No. 638) and wife Anna Perrce Maynew 
(No. 597) had: 
(1852) Sally, d. in infancy. 
(1353) Freeman, d. in infancy, 
(1354) Huldah Pratt. 
(1855) Lester. 
(1356) Sarah. 
(1857) Sophia. Died. 


Lurser Prrrce (No. 600) and wife Susmrr Hasxims had: 
(1858) Sandford. 
(1359) Flavilla. 
(1860) Loriston, d. young. 
(1361) Loriston, d. in the war. 


Wirtram Eaton and wife Eunice Perrcr (No. 601) had; 
(13862) Anna Peirce. 

(1363) James Melven. Died. 

(1364) Luther Peirce. 

(1365) Judith. 

(1866) Orrin Flagg. 

(1867) Eunice. Died. 

(1368) Edmund. « 

(1369) Nathan. 

(1370) William. 

(1871) A child, d. in infancy, not christened. 


Hurpan Pzrmce (No. 602), 

Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Ann Hoar, 
was b. Feb. 8, 1796, and m. twice. First, Dea. Ephraim 
Pratt, of Shutesbury, Mass. ; second, Hliphalet Kingman, 
of Winchester, N. H. No children by second marriage. She 
still lives and resides in Winchester; and to her kind inter- 
est the writer owes what is here presented concerning the 
families of Moses Mayhew, Lemuel Church, Luther Peirce, 
William Eaton, Dea. Ephraim Pratt, Shadrach Peirce and 
Abial Peirce. 
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Dea, Epneam Prarr and wife Hurpan Pemce (No. 602) 
had: 

(1872) Ephraim L., b. in Shutesbury, Mass., Aug. 9, 
i817; m. Lizzie Andrews. He d. in Beverly, Mass., Feb. 
1869. Was noted for his inventive genius. A noble-hearted 
and generous man. In his death the writer of this family 
history felt that he sustained the loss of the most liberal 
friend of this publication. 

(13738) Hiram Alden, b. Jan, 21, 1819; m. Marietta 
Kingman. 

(1374) Hannah Hammond, b. Dec. 27, 1820; m. David 
Brainard Gunn. 

(1375) Lemuel Church, b. Feb. 17, 1824; m. Melancy 
B, Wright. 

(1876) Henry Lee, b. July 14, 1826; m. Frances 8. 
Stoten. He is a subscriber to this work. 

(1877) Sarah S., b. Nov. 98, 1828; m. Samuel Sawyer: 

(1878) Laura Virginia, b. Jan. 30, 1883; d. Aug. 9, 
1867. 

(1879) James D., b. March 20, 1836 ; m. Martha Groves. 


Sarau Pzrrce (No. 603), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Anna 
Hoar, was b. June 1, 1798; m, Levi Wilder, of Wendell, 
Mass. She is a subscriber for this work on the Peirce 


family. 


Levi Witper and wife Saran Prrce (No. 603) had : 

(13880) Nathan, b. Oct. 19, 1822; m. Nov. 1, 1865, 
Elen Strong. 

(1381) Lucinda, b. Dec. 12, 1824; m. April 8, 1847 
Albert Montague ; d. Oct. 1, 1865. 

(1382) Mary, b. April 4, 1827; d. May 25, 1827. 

(1383) Mary, b. April 6, 1828. 

(1384) Lyman, b. Jan. 18, 1831; m. Feb. 20, 1865, 
Lucy J. Butler. 
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(1385) Alden, b. Aug. 8, 1833; m. June 28, 1864, 
Jane E, Woodbury. He was commissioned second Licu- 
tenant of Co. B in 11th Reg’t Mass, Militia, 6th Brigade, 
3d Division. 

(1386) Elizabeth, b. June 18, 1836; m. March 17, 
1863, Dwight Maynard. 

(1887) Caroline, b. March 16, 1839; m. Jan. 11, 1860, 
Merrick Montague. He enlisted in Sept. 1862, as a soldier 
in Co. G, 52d Mass. Reg’t, for nine months. Discharged 
April 1, 1863.- Died Noy. 28, 1866. 

(1888) Henry, b. May 22, 1842; m. April 20, 1865, 
Isabel Shaw. He enlisted in Co. G, 52d Mass. Reg’t, in 
Sept. 1862, for nine months’ service. Discharged Aug, 
1863. Took a lively interest in forwarding the publication 
of this work on the Peirce family. Died April 12, 1869. 


SHapracu Perce (No, 604) and wife Mary Manyerxn had: 
(1389) Lucinda. 


Jozp Prrrce (No. 605) and wife Saran Wiper had: 

(1890) Adaline, b. Oct. 6, 1827; m. June, 1843, Capt, 
Henry Peirce. Shed. March, 1868. He was commissioned 
Captain of Co. D, 11th Reg’t Mass. Vol. Militia, in 6th 
Brigade, 38d Division, and was a Justice of the Peace and 
Deputy Sheriff for Franklin County ; also Representative to 
the General Court at Boston, Removed to the west. . 

(1391) - Caroline, b. May, 1829; d. February, 1838. 

(1392) Aurilla, b. Dec. 12, 1834; m. Dec. 12, 1869, 
Capt. Henry Peirce, formerly of Shutesbury, Mass. 

(1393) Arvilla, b. Jan, 18, 1837; d. June 10, 1858, 
_ (1894) Jane, b. March 13, 1841. 


Anan Primce (No. 606), 

‘Son of Nathan Peirce (No, 148) and wife Anna Hoar, 
was b. in Shutesbury, Mass., May 28, 1806, and m. twice. 
First, Climena Spear; and second, Lydia Prescott, both of 
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Yershire, Vt., to which place he removed, and where he 
was made a Captain of militia. 


Capt. Anrat Petrce (No. 606) and wife had: 


(1395) Orlando. 
(1896) Loriston. Is dead. 


Parrick Grey and wife Saran Perrce (No. 614) had: 

(1897) Joseph P., b. Sept. 18, 1810, 

(1898) Abigail S., b. Aug. 81,1812; d. Nov. 28, 1851. 

(13899) Hope N., b. Jan. 10, 1814; m. Asahel Hanson. 

(1400) Mary P., b. March 10, 1817; d. Feb. 5, 1862. 

(1401) Roxanna, b. March 5, 1819; d. Sept. 30, 1820. 

(1402) William A., b. April 10, 1821. 

The names of these children and dates of their births 
were by the writer of this history copied from the family 
bible of the parents in Shutesbury, Mass. 


Rounsryitt Pemcer (No. 616) and wife Lots Tuomas had: 


(1403) Martha. 

(1404) John R., b. December, 1817. 

(1405) Foxell T., b. April 5, 1819; m. Aug. 28, 1848, 
Mehitabel Stockwell, of Prescott, Mass. 

(1406) Nancy, m. twice. First, William Sherman, of 
Barre; and second, John Allen, who as a soldier of the 
Union army lost his life in battle in the late war of the 
tebellion. 

(1407) Sarah, d. in infancy. 

(1408) Adelia, m. James Patterson, of Barre, Mass. 


Hiram Prmce (668), 

Son of Lieut. Peleg Peirce (No. 158) and wife Ruth 
Hamilton, was b. Sept. 12, 1816, and m. March 2, 1842, 
Anna Gilbert, of Prescott, Mass. He committed suicide, 
June 5, 1867. 
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Hiram Perce (No. 668) and wife Anna Girsert had; 
(1409) A son, who resides in Prescott, Mass., on the 


homestead farm formerly owned by his father and grand- 
father. 


Sera Pzrrce (No. 673), 

Son of William Peirce (No. 160) and wife Lydia Perry, 
was b. March 22, 1780, and m. Anna T., a daughter of 
Nathaniel Cushing, of Rochester, Mass. 


Sera Perce (No. 673) and wife Anna T. Cusutne had; 
(1410) Nathaniel C., b. Aug. 31, 1805 ; m. twice. First, 
Phebe Hathaway; and second, Lucy Wagoner. 
(1411) Phebe C., b. June 28, 1806; m. Sept. 11, 1823, 
Eli Pickett, of Pultney, N. Y., to whom the writer is indebt- 
ed for this account of the family of Seth Peirce, 
(1412) Alice, b. December 9, 1810; m. Asher Lyon, of 
Woodhull. 
(1418) Joshua, b. Sept. 15, 1814; m. Catharine Hay- 
den, of Pultney. 
(1414) William, b. April 2, 1819; m. twice. First, 
Jane Perry, in 1848 ; second, Miranda Hathaway, in'1858. 


Narwanret Perrce (No. 679) and wife Estarr Dyer had: 

(14.15) Ruth, b. Sept. 1, 1809; m. Oliver Bickmore, of 
Oldtown, Me. : 

(1416) Nathaniel, b. Feb. 12, 1811; never married ; d. 
Oct. 10, 1837. 

(1417) Nathan, b. July 2, 1813; m. Nancy Clark, of 
Montville, Me. Their oldest son was a soldier in the late 
war. 

Nathan (No. 1417) was a Selectman and Overseer of the 
Poor for twelve years, Representative to General Cowt of 
the State of Maine in 1856, and a Senator in 1860 and ‘61. 

(1418) Dayid M., d. young, 

(1419) Lucinda, m. George Pease, of Oldtown, Me. 
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(1420) Joanna, b. Jan. 1818; m. Edmund P. Brown, of 
Belfast, Me. 

(1421) Abial R., b. Jan. §, 1820; m. twice. First, Sept. 
1847, Sophronia E. Ripley ; second, her sister, Julia Ripley. 

He removed to Iowa, and was there elected to a seat in 
the Legislature, which place he resigned to join the ranks 
of the army in the late war of the Rebellion, being among 
those who promptly responded af the first call, and was 
made Captain of a company of Iowa Cayalry. At the bat- 
le of Pea-Ridge his horse was shot under him, and he 
wounded, Ere long he was promoted to the office of Major,* 
and in performing the duties of which, he in one battle had 
fye horses shot under him. Since the war he has been 
elected as a Senator in the Legislature of Iowa, Is now a 
farmer at Lockridge, Jefferson county, Iowa, and both in 
peace and in war has proved himself eminently qualified 
to bear up the Christian name of his worthy ancestor and 
sreat-erandfather, Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57), the veteran 
oficer of the French and Indian war, and also of the war of 
the American Revolution, and thus adding another to the 
numberless proofs, that ‘* blood will tell.” 

The alarm of April 19, 1775, found the veteran Captain 
af the French and Indian war at his plow in the peaceful 
fields of agriculture, in the ancient town of Middleboro’, 
Mass., while that of April 19, 1861, was sounded in the ears 
of his great-grandson, in the legislative halls of a new and 
rapidly growing State ; and with the same alacrity that the 
former relinquished his agricultural pursuits, did the latter 
tesign his office of Representative with its ease and safety, 
honors and emoluments, and in imitation of the former make 
haste to respond to the first call of his bleeding country. It 
isa fact of which the Peirce family may justly feel proud, 
that of the large number of their family and name engaged in 





x The report of the Adjutant General of Towa says, ‘* Abial R. Peirce, of Lock= 
tiige, commissioned Major in the 4th Regt. of lowa Cavalry, June 20, 1863." 
37 
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fighting the battles of their country in the late war, so great 
a proportion enlisted before any bounty had been offered by 
the government, or the least intimation that such might be 
expected; and that though in several instances they were 
wounded in battle, did not become disheartened or discou- 
raged, but continued persistently to fight on, patiently hold- 
ing out to the end and enduring hardship like good soldiers 
as they were. 

Several were killed, and some died of wounds received on 
hard fought fields of bloody strife, while others were dis- 
charged for disability from disease contracted in the service, 
and nearly all the latter reached their homes only to die, 
laying down their lives a voluntary sacrifice for the land of 
their nativity, its liberty and laws, to perpetuate in their day 
and generation those blessings purchased by the suffermg 
and blood of their fathers, and transmit in turn, untarnished 
and unimpaired, these precious benefits to their posterity in 
all coming generations. 

(1422) Albion K., b. March 27, 1822; m. Elizabeth 
Brown, June 28, 1846. They have one son. 

(1423) David, b. March 29, 1827; never married, Died 
Noy. 10, 1850, in California. 

Nathaniel Peirce (No. 679), the parent, was a soldier m 
the last war with England, and served in a company com- 
manded by Capt. Thompson, of Montville, Maine, and for 
which he received from the government a grant of land. 
Thanks are due to Mr. Albion K. Peirce (No. 1422) for what 
here appears concerning the family of Nathaniel Peirce and 
_ wife Esther Dyer. Nathaniel (No. 679) d. Oct. 13, 1847, 
and Esther his wife d. Sept. 28, 1863. 


Naruan Perce (No. 680), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, 
resides in Greenfield, Me, ; m. Betsey Blake, of Castine, Me. 
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Naraan Pemce (No. 680) and wife Brrszy Buaxe had : 


(1424) A son, name not learned, merchant at Oldtown. 
(G25), hey ee “ educated for the ministry. 


Enras Pemce (No. 681), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, 
never married, and he is dead. 


Rosert Pemce (No. 683), 
Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, was 
a lumberman, and removed from Maine to Ohio. Married 
Delia Hamblin, of Knox, Me. They are said to have had 
several children, but whose names I could not obtain. 


Axsrat Perrce (No. 684), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, m. 
Lydia Foster. Abial Peirce and wife Lydia are dead. 


Asrat Pemcn (No. 684) and wife Lypra Foster had: 
(1426) Albert, resides in California. 

(1427) Achild, “ “ New Hampshire. 

(1428) “ “ that died. 

(1429) 8 Ok 6c 73 

(1430) co 68 ts 6 

(1431) 14 6c ee 74 

(1432) 6c «c “c 6G 


Mercy Prrrce (No. 685), 

Daughter of Nathaniel Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. J. Bean, of Montyille, Me., and they are said to 
have had seven children, whose names were not communi: 
cated to the author of this book. 


J. Bran and wife Mercy Perce (No. 685) had: 
(1433) A son, who is a practising physician. 
(1454) 

(1435) 
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(1436) 
(1437) 
(1438) 
(1439) | 
Cxrtta Perce (No. 686), 
Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. Abial Cushman and removed to Kansas. 


Asian Cusnman and wife Crna Pemces (No. 686) had : 
(1440) Augustus, who is a merchant at Lee, Maine. 


Mary Prmce (No. 687), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. Doct. Cass, Belfast, Me. He is now dead. 


Doct. Cass and wife Mary Petrcr (No. 687) had: 
(1441) A child, name and sex not learned. 

(1442) ce OG 6c (1 ee 13 ts 

The mother and children removed to Lowell, Mass. 








Exiza Perce (No. 688), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. —— Worthing. 





Worrtuine and wife Exiza Pstrce (No. 688) had: 

(1443) <A daughter, not married. 

(1 444) ce “c es 6c 

The writer of this family history has been assured, by what 
he deems reliable authority, that of the numerous posterity 
of Nathan Peirce (No. 161), no one was ever arrested for, 
or implicated in, any crime. 

Nathan (No. 161) is said to have removed from Paris, Me. 
to Dayistown, now Montyille, in or about 1800. He was 


_ for many years a Deacon of the Baptist church, and is tra- 


ditionally reported to have served as a soldier in a Maine 


company in the last war with England, he beng at that 


time more than 50 years of age, 
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His next older brother, William Peirce (No. 160), asa 
soldier in the forces from northern New York, laid down 
his life for his country Noy. 5, 1812; he being at that time 
more than 53 years old, and of course a volunteer, as his age 
exempted him from service in the militia, and also from 
draft. | 

But it should ever be borne in mind, that they were sons 
of the brave captain and meritorious officer, Abial Peirce 
(No. 57), who participated in all the wars in which this 
country was engaged from 1755 until 1782, and also, that 
om the maternal side they were the grandsons of Capt. Wil- 
liam Canedy, who against such desperate odds successfully 
defended the fort at Saint George’s River, during the furious 
assaults and protracted siege it suffered in the wintry month 
of December, 1723 (for an account of which see: pages 106 
and 107 of this book), an exploit, which is scarcely paral- 
leled in the records of those times. ; 


Asrat Perens (No. 707), 

Son of Abial Peirce (No. 165) and wife Deborah Sears, 
was b, March 6, 1796, and m. Eliza Cushman.* He was a 
house carpenter, and owned and occupied the farm now 
owned by and the residence of Col. Abial Peirce Robinson: 
It was then in Rochester, but now Acushnet, Mass. In local 
militia of Rochester he was commissioned Ensign, July 29, 
1821. Promoted to Captain June 21,1824. This company 
was then in the 4th Rep’t, of which Ephraim Ward, of 
Middleboro’, was Colonel, Peter Hoar Peirce, of M., Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, Branch Harlow, Major, and Arad Thomp- 
son, Adjutant. Brig-Gen. Abial Washburn, of M., com- 
manded the Brigade, and Maj.Gen. Benjamin Lincoln, of 
New Bedford, the Division. Capt. Abial Peirce died im 
Macon, Georgia, in or about 1855. 





* They separated several years before his death. This is the fifth case of a sepa- 
mation, either with or without divorce, that has come to the writer’s knowledge in ® 
tracing the Peirce family history. 
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Capt. Asian Perce (No. 707) and wife Exrza Cusuatan had; 
(1445) Francis T. 
(1446) James H. 
(1447) Harriet N. 
(1448) Abial, b. Feb. 12, 1826; m. April 15, 1856, 

Mary E. Peirce (No. 1451), of La Salle, Illinois—his cousin, 

He is a patron of this publication. For late war he enlisted 

Aug. 21, 1862, as a private soldier in Company B, 32d Reg't 

of Iowa Infantry ; appointed Corporal, April 8, 1863; and 

Sergeant, July 26, 1864. He participated in ten battles; 

and at Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 15, 1864, was wounded." 

Honorably discharged, Aug. 24, 1865. Thanks are due to 

him for information. 
(1449) Eliza C. 


Narsanter §. Petrce (No. 710), 
Son of Abial Peirce (No. 165) and wife Deborah Sears, 
was b. Sept. 20, 1804, and m. Mary Simmons. 


Naruaniet §. Perrce (No. 710) and wife Mary Smmons had: 
(1450) Deborah S., b. July 31, 1881. 
(1451) Mary E., b. April 15,1833; m. April 15, 1856, 

Abial Peirce, her cousin (No, 1448), of Owen’s Grove, Cerro 

Gordo county, Iowa. 

(1452) Samuel N., b. Jan. 2, 1835. 

(1453) Nathan, b. Noy. 21, 1835; d. 1841. 
(1454) Nathaniel, b. Aug. 19, 1840. 
(1455) Lucy, b. May 12, 1842. 

(4456) Hannah V., b. March 8, 1845. 
(1457) Susan, b. Oct. 4, 1846. 

(1458) Betsey W., b. Dec. 31, 1848. 
(1459) Love, b. April 21, 1850. 

(1460) Ebenezer, b. July 18, 1854. 


Tyter Pemce (No. 714), 
. Son of Abial Peirce (No. 165), and second wife Mehitable 
(Barden) Thomas, was b. March 4, 1816, and m. Sophia T. 
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Sherman. He is a subscriber to this work, and the writer's 
thanks are due him for information. 


Tyner Permcz (No. 714) and wife Sorma T. SeRMan had : 
(1461) Charles T., b. Sept. 9, 1848; m. Jan. 7, 1869, 
Mary J. Taber. 
(1462) Franklin E., b. March 17, 1852. 
(1463) Abial R., b. Aug. 28, 1856. 


Exenezer W. Pemce (No. 766), 

Son of Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191) and wife Joanna 
Weaver, was b, April 5, 1822; m. Dec. 13, 1849, Irene L. 
Payne, of Freetown. He is the writer of this family histo- 
ry and genealogy, and resides in the house where he was 
born, at Assonet Village, Freetown, Mass. For further 
particulars see pages 304, 359 and 356 of this book. 


Enennzer W. Pumce (No. 766) and wife Innyel. Paynu* had: 

(1464) Pembroke,t first son, b. in Middleboro’, now Lake- 
ville, May 29, 1851; d. May 29, 1851. Buried in Peirce 
family cemetery, then in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, Mass, 

(1465) Palo Alto, second son, b. at Assonet Village, 
Freetown, Jan. 22, 1853, Is a student of the Academy im 
Bridgewater, Mass. Was with his father at Newport News, 
in Virginia, when the Merrimac destroyed the Congress and 
Cumberland.{ 





* Daughter of Capt. Sylvanus 8. Payne, of Freetown. 

{ The honse in which this child yas born, and then standing on the Peiree farm 
in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, was accidentally destroyed by fire November 1, 1856. 
It waa erected by Dbenezer Peirce, Hsq. (No. 191), in or about 1818; was of two 
stories, with a large two-story porch. It was occupied hy Hbenezer W. Peirce a8 & 
family residence from March 26, 1851, until Mareh, 1854, and then rented or leased 
aut until destroyed, being to him a total Joss. He at that time owned several honsesy 
and this of all was the only one that was not insured, 

{ This child, with his mother, was then (March 8, 1862), paying the writer a visit 
in his quarters at Newport News in Virginia, and aa they were going to the rear 
one of the largest class shells from the Merrimac busst so near them asito bespatter 
the boy with dirt thrown up-by the explosion. 

the rebels ranged their guns too high to do much injury to the Union camp, and 
most of theix shells passed harmlessly over head, striking far in the rear where the 
fon-combatants had fled for safety. 
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Cuartes F, Perce (No. 786) and wife Harrrer-O. Pornay* 
had: 

(1466) Charles Frederick, b. Feb. 11, 1863. 

(1467) Mary Porter, b. Sept. 10, 1865 ; d. April 6, 1867. 


Enprmer G. Pemcr (No. 818) and wife Saran Gorman had: 
(1468) Henry M., b. March 11, 1825 ; m. in 1854, Han- 
nah Hanson, of Dover, N. H. 
(1469) Edwin R., b. March 2, 1827; m. January, 1857, 
Martha White, of Canton, Conn. 
(1470) George P., b, May 21, 1829; m. Dec., 1854, 
Mary P. Bates, of Gardiner, Maine. 
(1471) Charles C.,b. May 7, 1831. Lost at sea in Oc- 
tober, 1852. “Was on a whaling voyage. 
(1472) Sarah J., b. Dec. 2, 1833+: m. October, 1857, 
James Morrow, of Portsmouth, N. H. 
(1478) Mary F., b. January 19, 1835; d. in Livermore, 
Me., June 19, 1838. 
(1474) Elbridge G., b. Feb. 4, 1837. Is Post Master 
at Portsmouth, N. H.; m. Jan., 1865, Fanny M. Hadley, of 
Portsmouth. Appointed Post-Master May 24, 1869. 
(1475) Lizzie C., b. April 4, 1839; m. Oct., 1859, D. 
Wadley, of Portsmouth, N. H. 
(1476) Ella M., b. Feb. 4, 1844; m. May, 1864, Wil- 
liam EK. Hadley, of Portsmouth, N. H. 
(1477) William C., b. Oct, 29, 1846; d. in Gardiner, 
Me., June 29, 1848. 
(1478) Willie, b. Oct. 22, 1848; d. in Gardiner, Me., 
Oct. 27, 1848. 


Esenezer Hixnst and wife Louisa V. Prrrcr (No. 819) had: 
(1479) Ebenezer Peirce, graduated at Harvard College. 





* Harriet, the mother, was a daughter of Israel W. Patnam, D.D., and wife 
Harriet Osgood. 

+ Bbenezer Hinds, the parent, was a lineal descendant of Rey. Ebenezer Hinds, of 
Middleboro’ (now Lakeville), and second wife Lydia Bartlett, through Ebenezer 
Hinds, Jr., and wife Charity Canedy, and Ebenezer Hinds, 3d, and wife Anna 
Hathaway. 
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He was in the Engineer Corps inthe late war, and perished 
in the service of his country. 

(1480) John, is a master mariner—a whaleman. 

(1481) Lucy. Resides in Pittston, Me. 

(1482) Louisa “ “ % “ 


Capt. Arruur Cox and wife Juris M. Prmece (No. 820) had : 

(1483) Elizabeth Peirce, b. March 17, 1829; m. Aug. 
19, 1857, David McDaniel, and they have one child. 

(1484) Sarah Frances, b. April 7, 1831; d. Feb. 2, 1835. 

(1485) Arthur P., b. Feb, 1, 1833. 

(1486) William W., b. Dec. 26, 1835. 

(1487) Sarah Frances, b. Sept. 6, 1838; d. Sept. 16, 
1838. 

(1488) Sarah F., b. Dec. 18, 1839. 

Arthur, the parent, died in Fairhaven, Mass., Aug. 19, 
1868. He had been a ship-master—a whaleman. 


SrmpHen Brown and wife Mary Peirce (No. 822) had: 
(1489) Julia, m. Josiah Chase, of Limington, Maine. 
(1490) Sandford, is in Tennessee. 

(1491) Frank, resides im Portland, Maine. 

(1492) Lucy, died. 

(1493) Anna, “ 


Jos Perrce (No. 823) and wife Etizasetra Dayis had: 
(1494) Frank, now in California. 

(1495) George, “* “ ce 

(1496) William,‘ “ cs 


Josrrn Irtsu and wife Susan Perrce (No. 824) had° 
(1497) Joseph, is in California. 
(1498) Emma, resides m E. Limington, Maine. 
(1499) Frances, resides in Camden, New Jersey. 
(1500) William, resides in Camden, New Jersey. 
(1501) Isabella, died. 
38* 





449 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


Atten Drew and wife Caarrry Pricer (No. 826) had; 
(1502) John H., is master of a ship in the India trade; 
m. Louisa Lancaster, of Farmingdale, Me. 
(1503) Louisa, m. Robert Cook, of Camden, N. Jersey. 
(1504) Edwin. 
(1505) Peirce, resides at Hallowell, Me. 


Dea. Witt1am §. Perrcr (No. 831) and wife Pruprnce K. 
Dean had: 


(1505) Wiliam H., b, June 12, 1836; not married. 

(1507) Hannah K., b. Sept. 8, 1837; d,. Sept. 29, 1866. 

(1508) Lizzie T., b. April 6, 1841; m. Feb. 22, 1863, 
Charles F. Edson. 

(1509) Elijah D., b. Aug. 6, 1843; d. Aug. 1843. 


By 2d wife Mrs. Hutpan L. Wasueurn :* 
(1510) Bradford H., b. Oct. 28, 1846; d. July 4, 1863, 
(1511) Franklin, b. Dec. 28, 1848; d. Feb. 20, 1852, 
(1512) Louisa F., b. Sept. 28, 1855. 
(1513) Clarence E., b. Dec. 277, 1858. 


Heyry Pziroz (No. 832), 

Son of Henry Peirce (No. 213), and wife Hannah Sher- 
man, was b. in Rochester, Mass., Aug. 28, 1812; m. Dee. 
30, 1835, Susan S. Leach, of Middleboro’, and removed to 
North Adams, Mass., where they now reside. He is a sub- 
scriber to this history and genealogy, and the thanks of the 
writer are due him for information. 


Howry Prrrcz (No. 832) and wife Susan S. Leacm had: 

(1514) Hannah Sherman, b. Aug. 11, 1837, at Water- 
ville, Me. 

(1515) Susan Jackson, b. Sept. 5, 1839, at Waterville, 
Me. 


* The author is indebted to Mrs. Huldah Li, Peirce for what he has given con- 
cerning the children of Dea, William S, Peirce. 
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(1516) Harriet Drown, b. March 28, 1841, at Middle- 
boro’, Mass., and d; Aug. 26, 1847. 

(1517) Mary Merrihew, b. Jan. 24, 1848, at New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

(1518) Henry Theodore, b. Oct. 24, 1844, at New 
Bedford. ‘Resides in the city of New York. Is a patron of 
this publication. 

(1519), Ephraim Leach, b. Aug. 26, 1846, at N. Bedford, 
and d, July 19, 1859. 

(1520) Elbridge Gerry, b. Aug. 11, 1848, at N. Bedford. 
Resides in New York city. Is a subscriber for this work. 

(1521) Orra L., b. Feb. 12, 1855, at N. Bedford. 

(1522) William G. E., b. Oct. 2, 1857, at N. Bedford. 


Goprrry Taser and wife Hannan Perce (No. 833) had: 
(1523) Amos. 
(1524) Henry Peirce. 





Faron and wife Reeecca Perce (No. 834) had: 
(1525) Rebecca Peirce. 


Mary L. Peirce (No. 835), 

Daughter of Henry Peirce (No. 213) and second wife 
Phebe Lombard, was b. April 13, 1820; m. Nov. 5, 1840, ° 
Phineas Merrihew, of Fairhaven. She is a subscriber to 
fhis publication, and thanks are due her for information. 

Phebe, the mother, died May 1, 1853, aged 64 years. 


Purseas Murrmew and wife Mary L. Psmecz (No. 889) 
had: 


(1526) Kelley H., b. Aug. 13, 1842; d, Aug. 3, 1848. 

(1527) Lucinda P., b. Nov. 25, 1843 ; m. Oct. 16, 1866, 
Charles T. Jenks. 

(1528) M. Ellen, b. April 23, 1845. 

(1529) Catharine R.,b. May 13, 1847; d. Oct. 25, 1851. 

(1530) Charles E., b. Dec, 15, 1852. 
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(1531) George C., b. Sept, 1, 1855. 
(1532) Alice L., b. Oct. 5, 1862; d. July 29, 1865. 











Samurt Perrce (No. 836), 

Son of Henry Peirce (No. 213) and wife Phebe Lombard, 

was b. Feb. 22, 1822; never m. Died in San Francisco, 

Cal., Jan. 29, 1853. His sister Lucinda Taber Peirce, b, in 
1824, d. in Oct. 1831. 


Enocn Perce (No. 864), 


Son of Ensign George Peirce (No. 247) and wife Content 
Evans; m. Jan. 16, 1806, Mary Bourne, of Freetown. 


Enocu Price (No. 864) and wife Many Bourne had: 
(1533) Hermon. 
(1534) George. 


Trypnena Petrce (No, 865), 
Daughter of Ensign George Peirce (No. 247) and wife 
Content Evans, m. Jan, 5, 1800, Ensign Freeman Peirce 
(No. 308), of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. For names of 
their children, see page 401 of this book. They remoyed 
to Chenango county, N.Y. He was commissioned Ensign 
of local militia in Middleboro’ (now Lakeville), May 4, 1802, 
Beach Woods Co. George Peirce (No. 247) was Ensign of 
same company from Sept. 25, 1792. 


Josep Harn and wife Saruy Perce (No. 866) had: 
(1535) Philip, unmarried. 
(1536) Persis, married Elijah Stoddard. 
(1537) Sally, - « George Kimball, 


Heyry Pickens and wife Mercy Perrce (No. 867) had: 


(1538) James, m. twice. First, 1832, Eliza Chase, of 
Freetown. She d. and he m. second, He was com- 


missioned, April 28, 1827, Ensign in the local militia of Mid- 
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dleboro’ (now Lakeville), the Pond Company so called ; pro- 
moted to Lieutenant July 19, 1828; and to Captain, May 
29,1829. Honorably discharged at the disbandment of 
| that company, May 30, 1830. ‘This company was in 4th 
Regiment, of which Darius Miller, of Wareham, was 
Colonel, Thomas Weston, Jr., of Middleboro’, Lieut. Colo- 
nel, and Oliver Eaton, of M., Major. Brigadier General 
Benjamin King, of Abington, commanded the Brigade, and 
Major General Shepherd Leach, of Easton, the Division. 
Capt. James Pickens, in or about 1832, was proprietor of 
a stage line from New Bedford to Providence, yia Assonet. 
(1539) Henry, m. , and removed to the West. 

_, Henry, the parent, in 1834 and "35, kept a tavern at As- 
sonet, Freetown. 





Joun Pztrce (No. 870), 

Son of Hermon Peirce (No. 248) and wife Rachel Hoar, 
b. Feb. 18, 1799, and m. June 19, 1823, Bathsheba Wins- 
low, of Berkley. ‘The date of their marriage given on page 
889 of this book is erroneous. They were united in mar- 
riage by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). 


Joun Prtrcs (No. 870) and wife BarusHesa Wrinstow had : 
(1540) Hermon, b. Oct. 3, 1824; m. May —, 1858, 
Elizabeth Parris, of Lakeville, Mass. They have 2 children, 


Ley Putrce (No. 871) and wife Lucy V. Harnaway had ; 
(1541) James M.,b. Aug. 16,1838; m. Maggie Cameron. 
(1542) Betsey, b. Aug. 18, 1841; lives single. ' 
(1543), P. Philander, b. Aug. 29, 1843; m. Abby Ash- 

ley, of Lakeville, a daughter of Luther Ashley (No. 938) 
and wife Theodora Caswell, granddaughter of Luther Ash- 
ley and wife Abigail Peirce (No. 260). 


J. Harvey Picxens and wife Racuer Pemcn (No. 872) had: 
(1544) George. 
(1545) Rachel. 
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Name of parent, on page 382, was by mistake given as 
Perkins. 


Pamir H, Pemcr (No. 873) and wife Anteam Pickens had: 
James P., b. Sept. 24, 1835. Is a Selectman and Oyer- 
seer of the Poor of Lakeville, and a subscriber to this gene- 
alogy. 
(1546) Henry, b. March 16, 1837. Stone cutter. 
(1547) Hllen, b. July 12, 1840; m. Stephen Hinds, of 
Lakeville, a son of Sumner Hinds and wife Chloe Ashley 
(No. 934), and grandson of Luther Ashley and wife Abigail 
Pierce (No. 260). 
Abigail, the mother, is descended from John Pickens and 
wife Margaret Steel, through James Pickens and wife Mar- 
garet Strobridge and George Pickens and wife Abigail Har- 
vey, all of Middleboro’, now Lakeyille. 


Naruanren Harwoop and wife Lois Percz (No, 874) had; 
(1548) Samuel G. 
(1549) Sarah, m. Eleazer A. Bemis. 
(1550) Betsey S., m. Charles Brigham. 
(1551) Nathaniel. 
(1552) Mazy, died young. 
(1553) Ann. 


Joun A. Kinespury and wife Ann Premcr (No. 876) had: 
(1554) Joel M. He is a subscriber to this work. 


Eniss Bartierr and wife Lucy B. Pumce (No. 877) had: 
(1555) , died in infancy. 
(1556) Hiram P. A patron of this publication: 
(1557) Lucy B., m. Rev. Wm. P. Blackmar. 





Hermon Perce (No. 878), 

Second son and fifth child of Levi Peirce (No. 249), and 
wife Lucy Peirce (No. 263), was b. in Brookfield, Mass., 
March 11, 1817, and m. March 28, 1846, Tryphena S. Pat- 
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ten. In 1841 he removed to Wisconsin, and settled at or 
near Sheboygan Falls. "Was among the very first from that 
State to enter the military service of his country in the late 
war of the great rebellion, enlisting April 19, 1861, as a 
private soldier in Co. C, 4th Reg’t Wisconsin Infantry, and 
was afterwards made a Corporal. He participated in three 
fights, and was discharged July 28, 1862, his health having 
become seriously impaired from chronic diarrhea. He is a 
subscriber to this work, and thanks are due to him for infor- 
mation. 


Hermon Peirce (No. 878) and wife TrypHEna S. Parren had : 


(1558) Levi H.,b. at Plymouth, Wisconsin, Feb. 3, 1847, 
enlisted Oct. 24, 1864, as a soldier in the Ist Reg. of Wis- 
consin Heavy Artillery, from which he was discharged at the 
end of the war. Married March 31, 1868, Mary Turner. 

(1559) Hiram P., b. Feb. 22, 1849, at Sheboygan Falls ; 
d. July 28, 1849. 

(1560) Ara P., b. May 1, 1851. 

(1561) Azel B., b. June 2%, 1853. 

(1562) Daniel S., b. Aug. 15, 1855. 

(1568) Lucy E., b. May 5, 1858, 

(1564) Olive F., b. Sept. 4, 1860. 


Enos Prince (No. 908), 
Son of Oliver Peirce, Esq. (No. 252) and wife Amy Peirce 
(No. 324), was b. Feb. 5, 1811; and m. Jan. 20, 1848, 
Peddie Haskins. 


Enos Prircr (No. 903) and wife Peppre Hasxins had: 
(1565) John M., b. Noy. 18, 1851; d. Jan, 27, 1863. 
(1566) Amy, b. July 13, 1855. 


Jos Perce, Esq. (No. 904) and wife Eunice Exxis (No. 971) 
had : 


(1567) Polly H., b. Nov. 13, 1855. 
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(1568) Judith N., b. July 27, 1859. 

(1569) Lucy M., b. Dec. 17, 1868. 

(1570) Eunice, b. April 29, 1865. 
Srrpuen Perrce, Esq. (No. 905) and wife Horr Prrmcz 

(No. 948) had : 
(1571) Stephen H., b. July 9, 1842; m. March 19, 1867, 
Julia Field, of Taunton. — 

(1572) Bartlett C., b. July 3, 1844. 

(1573) A daughter, b. April 18, 1848; d. May 16, 1848. 

(1574) Washington I., b. May 11, 1849. 

(1575) Amy, b. Sept. 14, 1851. 

(1576) Hope, b. Aug. 23, 1854. 

(1577) Oliver E., b. Dec. 9, 1855. 








Ezra Crank (No. 808) and wife Rura Perc (No. 906) had: 
(1578) Mary F. 
(1579) Amy, died young. 
(1580) Lucy. . 
(1581) Abner F. 


Otrver A. Perce (No. 907) and wife Saran A. PickENs 
had: 

(1582) Mary. 

(1583) <A son. 


Joun A. Wittiams and wife Amy Prirce (No. 908) had: 
(1584) John A. 

(1585) Lysander. 

(1586) A daughter, died young. 

(1587) Lucy. 

We are indebted to Job Peirce, Esq. (No. 904) for what 


has been given concerning families of Ezra Clark, Oliver 
A. Peirce and John A. Williams. 
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A Son (No. 913), 

Name not learned, but a child of Isaac Peirce (No. 254) 
and wife —— Weston, lived, or lives, in tradition, and is 
therein represented as being of weak intellect and feeble 
mind. Probably never married. Isaac (No. 254) was one 
of a yery small number of the Peirce family that became 
paupers, and his worthlessness was evidently inherited from 
his mother and her side of the hotse. (See pages 150 and 
151 of this book.) Silas Hathaway, the maternal erand- 
father of Isaac Peirce, took to wife a woman named Debo- 
rah Carlisle; and at least one weakness that has character- 
ized many of her posterity—of the Hathaway, Peirce and 
other names—long since came to be called the “ Carlisle 
ail.” Deborah is said to have been Irish, or of Irish descent. 


Atyin T, Perrcr (No. 922) and wife Ruopa Wi114Ms had: 

(1588) Alvin W., b. June 14, 1828; m. June 15, 1850, 
Betsey Dean. He is a patron of this work. 

(1589) Rhoda M., b. Jan. 27, 1833; m. 1857, Ethan E. 
Peirce (No. 1079), of Lakeville. He is a subscriber for 
this book. 

(1590) Cynthia T., b. Sept. 2, 1840; m. April 24, 1867, 
G. H. Padelford, of Taunton. 


Tsaac Rionmonp and wife Cynrars Prmcr (No. 923) had: 

(1591) Rowena P. T., b. Nov. 17, 1822; m. Cas- 
well, of Fall River. 

(1592) Silas P., b. June 19, 1831; m. June 16, 1850, 
Elizabeth T. Haskins, of Berkley. They lived together about 
sixteen years, had six children and then separated. 

We deem it a matter of congratulation that after the seru- 
tinizing search given by the writer of this work to learn, 
not only the names but also the minds and manners of 
the Peirce family, for the full term of two hundred and 
forty-seven years, this is the sixth case brought to his know- 
ledge of the separation of a married couple, without. the 
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severing of that bond by the death of one of the parties, 
and are fully persuaded that there are very few, if in fact 
any, other families in the country that can trace their history 
and genealogy to the 1592d person, and find no more than 
six cases of such separation. Justice to Elizabeth, the wife, 
requires that we state she has ever maintained a good cha- 
racter, She is a daughter of Cyrus Haskins. 


Cuartus T, Perrce (No. 949) and wife Mary Sampson had: 

(1593) George A., b. Noy, 4, 1841. 

(1594) Abbie K., b. Aug. 6, 1843; m. Jos. E. Church, 
of Rochester, Mass, 

(1595) Charles E., b. March 19, 1845, 

(1596) Seth K., b. Aug. 30, 1847. 

(1597) A son, b. Dec. 2, 1849; d. Jan. 11, 1850. 

(1598) Frederick A., b. Feb. 8, 1851; d. Aug. 17, 1852. 

(1599) A daughter, b. May 27, 1853; d. May 28, 1853. 

(1600) Anna §., b. July 21, 1854; d. Feb. 22, 1855. 

(1601) Frederick A., b. Jan. 31, 1856, 

(1602) Frank S., b. March 27, 1859. 

(1603) Annie L. W., b. Jan. 20, 1862. 

Charles T. Peirce, the parent, is a farmer. Resides in 
Lakeville, Mass. Is a subscriber to this publication, and 
thanks are due him for information. 


Gzorcr L. Petrce (No. 950), . 

Son of George Peirce (No. 265) and wife Eunice Tink 
ham, was b. Sept. 22, 1818; m. in the State of Wisconsin. 
His wife was a widow — name not learned by the writer of 
this book, Her maiden name was Briggs, and she was 4 
daughter of Abiatha Briggs. She died in or near Aug., 
1868. George L. Peirce and wife had no children, 


Leonarp Ranpatt and wife Kunice J. Perrcz (No. 951) had: 
(1604) Jeremiah, 
(1605) Anna P. 
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(1606) Eunice M. 
(1607) George P. 


Dav S. Perce (No, 955) and wife Prisciia Morse had: 
(1608) Adnah P. 


Joun T. Pemce (No. 958) and wife Hannan Taytor had: 
(1609) Silas. . 
(1610) Sarah. 


Gxrorce Doverass and wife Atsapa Perrrce (959) had: 
(1611) George A., m. Flayella L. Barrows, of Lakeville, 


Davar Ps Asutery (No. 935) and wife Atsanpa Prrrce Douc- 
Lass (No. 959) had: 
(1612) Chester. 


Isaac O. Prtrcz (No. 961) and wife Jutta M. Brown had: 


(1613) Anna S$. 

(1614) Francis P. 

(1615) Mary B. 

(1616) Anna M., b. May 25, 1866. 


Information concerning this family and those of Dayid S. 
Peirce, George Douglass and Dayid P. Ashley, was commu- 
nicated by Isaac O. Peirce, the parent (No. 961), who was 
a soldier in the 7th Reg’t Mass. Infantry in the late war, from 
April, 1861, to March 29, 1862. Discharged for disability 
acquired in the military service. 


Bensamtn Pemrcz (No. 973) and wife Mary A. Vam had: 


(1617) George, who was a soldier in Co. F, 29th Reg’t 
Mass. Infantry for three years service, from the date of the 
organization of that regiment, Dec. 13, 1861. 

(1618) Frank. 

(1619) A child, d. in infancy. Sex not learned. 

- (1620) A child, d. in infancy. Sex not learned. 
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Pmur Perce (No. 974) and wife had : 
(1621) Ada Philinda. 


Day R. Perce (No. 1012) and wife Saran Witeur had: 

(1622) Harriet S., b. June 14, 1828; m. Jan. 29, 1854, 
Frederick A. Mickell, and they have two children. 

(1623) Mary E., b. Sept. 12, 1830. 

(1624) Ebenezer H., b. July 21, 1833. 

(1625) Sarah J., b. Jan. 25, 1836; m. May 6, 1859, 
Lewis H. Pratt, of Middleboro’. Had one child that died 
in infancy. 

(1626) Walter A., b. Aug. 5, 1838; m. April 7, 1863, 
Harriet T. Lucas, of New Bedford. They have had*three 
children. He was a sailor of the frigate Congress, and one 
of the few whose lives were saved when she was destroyed 
by the Merrimac, March 8, 1862. Served in Navy three 
years, Was the first man of his neighborhood who volun- 
teered in the late war. 

(1627) David B., b. July 30, 1840; m. Feb. 20, 1864, 
Sarah E. Gammons, of Acushnet, and have had one child. 
He seryed three years in the 5th Mass. Battery, in the late 
war, and then reénlisted for remainder of the war. 

(1628) John W., b. Oct. 31, 1842; m. May 16, 1867, 
Lydia M. Smith, of New Bedford. He was a soldier in the 
3d Reg’t Mass. Infantry, for nine months’ service, in the late 
war of the rebellion, that being the second tour of service 
that Regiment performed. The first tour was at the jirst 
call, and under Col. David W. Wardrop, of New Bedford, 
John H. Jennings being Major, and afterwards Colonel by 
promotion. 

(1629) Francis A., b. April 11, 1845. 

(1630) Laura T., b. Sept. 11, 1848; d. Dec. 20, 1850. 


Josera Cuasz and wife Aticr H. Prrcz (No. 1013) had: 
(1681) Irene P., b. Sept. 7, 1829; d. Aug, 19, 1832. 
(1632) Alexander J., b. May 16,1834; d, Dec. 3, 1839. 
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(1633) Joseph, b. Sept. 13, 1836; m. Celia K. Goddard. 
(1634) Charles, b. Feb. 5, 1840; d. March 29, 1840. 
(1635) Alice P., b. Noy. 28; 1846. 


Anprew McCumpzr and wife Mary A. Perrce (No, 1014) 
had: 
(1636) Mary E., b. April 8, 1833. . 
(1637) Ann L., b. July 19, 1834. 
(1638) Ellen F., b. Aug. 4, 1838. 
(1639) Andrew J., b. Dec. 19, 1840. 
(1640) Benjamin F., b. Sept. 19, 1842; d. Noy. 21, 1862, 
(1641) George W., b. Oct. 5, 1845. 
(1642) Hattie H., b. July 25, 1847. 


Lewis L. Barruerr and wife Sytyia H. Pemcer (No. 1019) — 
had : 

(1643) Mary P., b. July 2, 1840; d. March 13, 1841. 

(1644) George O., b. Noy. 3, 1843; m. Jan, 18, 1866, 
Mary A. Williamson, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sylvia, the mother, after the death of Lewis L. Bartlett, 
contracted a second marriage, becoming the wife of Samuel 
Williamson, of Philadelphia, July 2, 1868. Lewis L. Bart- 
lett d. April 15, 1850. She removed to Philadelphia in 
December, 1866. 


Lieut. Apranam Perce (No. 1024) and wife Lucy Doverass 
had : 

(1645) Deborah, b. Oct. 14, 1836; m. Jan. 8, 1860, 
John T. Mann. She had an illegitimate child before mar- 
riage. He was a Union soldier in the late war, 3d Mass. 
Cavalry. 

(1646) Almira, b, May 3, 1838; d. May 6, 1840. 

(1647) Sarah, b. Oct. 11, 1842; m. Charles H. Benton, 
a Cavalry soldier in 3d Mass, 

(1648) Susan E., died young. 


(1649) Abby, b. Dec. 23, 1849; m. George Smith, a 
39% 
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soldier of the Union army during the war mk the great 
rebellion. 

Lucy, the mother, was descended from John Douglas, of 
Swansey, through Hugh and wife Phebe Pain, Dayid and 
wife Haskins. It was a Company made up of what 
had been the “ Pond Company” and the “‘ Beech Woods,” 
of which Abraham the parent was Lieutenant, Silas P. Ash- 
ley being Captain. Lieut. Abraham Peirce was a son of 
Anson Peirce (No. 286) and wife Sally Hatheway, grandson 
of Abraham Peirce (No. 78) and wife Priscilla Reed, great- 
grandson of Elisha Peirce (No. 26) and wife Margaret Pain, 
who was a sister of. Phebe Pain, the wife of Hugh Douglas. 









Baker Dovatas and wife Anna Pemce (No. 1025) had: 

(1650) John. 

(1651) Mary. 

Baker Douglas, the parent, was a son of David Douglas 
and wife Haskins, grandson of Hugh Douglas and 
wife Phebe Pain, and great-grandson of John Douglas, of 
Swansey and afterwards of Freetown. Baker Douglas was 
lntled while hunting in the forest, being shot through the 
head from an accidental discharge of his gun. 





fitxanan Peirce (No. 1078) and wife Hannan C, Harr 
had: 
(1652) - Hannah S., b. Dee. 8, 1851. 


Ersan E. Perrce (No. 1079) and Raopa M. Perroz (No. 
1589) had: 

(1653) Eliza M., b. March 23, 1859. 

(1654) William Chester, b. April 5, 1861. 

(1655) Rhoda W., b. June 15, 1864, 

(1656) Ethan, b. Feb. 10, 1868. 


Wim H. Parrce (No. 1082) and wife Apenarpr Burr had: 
(1657) Amy, b. Feb. 1851. 
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(1658) Eva A. 
(1659) A daughter, b. March 10, 1859 ; d. April 9, 1859. 
Adelaide, the mother, died April 9, 1859. 


James Prtrce (No. 1083) and wife Mary Srrosrmcr had: 


(1660) Ebenezer S., b. July 12, 1850; d. May 3, 1857- 

(1661) Mary Ella, b. Dec, 24, 1856. 

(1662) James Alton, b. Oct. 10, 1859. 

(1663) Susan Strobridge, b. Feb. 3, 1867. 

James, the parent, is a civil engineer, aud one of the most 
wealthy men of Lakeville, Mass. ‘Thanks are due him for 
information, : 


Hiram Petrce (No. 1115), 


Son of Lieut. Jacob Peirce (No. 845) and wife Betsey 
Lamb, was born Oct. 23, 1807, and lived single. 


Lucius Psrroz (No. 1116) and wife Metinpa Barnes had: 


(1664) Sarah E., b. May 4, 1839; m. April 21, 1858, 
William P: Beals, of Hinsdale, Mass., and they had a daugh- 
ter born Aug. 16, 1859, and christened Sarah Alice. Sarah 
EK. d. Aug. 25, 1859. 

(1665) Mary B., b. Aug. 8, 1841; m. Aug, 28, 1860, 
William P. Beals, of Hinsdale, and they have one child 
named Mary Lizzie, b, March'27, 1866. 

(1666) Emma M., b. Jan. 5, 1846. She has been of 
essential service in affording to the writer information con- 
cerning the Peirces residing at Hadley and Amherst, and 
will for her kindness please accept his heart-felt thanks, 

(1667) Hattie E., b. June 10, 1856. 


Pranx Pemcr (No. 1118) and wife Luorerta SanpERson 
had: 


(1668) Daniel, m. Hattie Lamb, of North Brookfield. 
(1669) Elizabeth, m. twice, First, Edward Prouty, who 





456 THE PEIRCE FAMILY, 















was killed in the late war; second, John Smith, of North 
Brookfield, Mass. 

(1670) Lyman. 

(1671) George. 

(1672) Lysander. 

(1673) Edson. 

(1674) Ida. , 

(1675) A child, name not learned. 

Frank, the parent, died; Lucretia, the mother, resides in 
Belchertown, Mass. 

The writer owes what is here presented concerning Frank 
Peirce and family, to information received from Miss Emma 
M. Peirce, of North Hadley. 


Spaurpine Pemcr (No, 1120) and wife Junta Payne had: 
(1676) Jennie P., b. Feb. 1858. 
(1677) Susie, b. 1863; d, 1865. 
On page 407 of this book it was erroneously stated that 

Chester Peirce (No. 1119) married Julia Payne. Chester 
Peirce died in March, 1857, The name of one brother was 
also omitted on page 407. Sullivan Peirce came in order of 
birth next after Frank Peirce (No. 1118). 


JonaTHAN Pstrce (No. 1124) and wife Joanna Kettoce 
had : 

(1678) James A., resides in North Amherst, Mass., and 

thanks are due him for information. 


How1anp Perrce (No. 1164), 

Son of Edmund Peirce (No. 365) and wife Wealthy How- 
land, was b. Sept. 24, 1800, and m. Elizabeth Chase,* of 
Somerset, Mass., and they separated several years before 
her death. He resides in Freetown. Is a farmer and a 
wheelwright. This is the seyenth case of separation. 





* Before hor marriage she was 0 school teacher, and taught in Assonet Village, 
Freetown. Was teacher of the second school to which the writer was sent; and he 
distinctly recollects that she was of essential service in learning bim to spell Massi- 
chusetts, 
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Howzand Perce (No. 1164) and wife Exizapera Case had: 

(1679) Mary, b. Feb. 13, 1832; m. Feb. 15, 1851, Le- 
ander P. Davis, of Somerset, Mass. She is a subscriber to 
this publication. 


Saran Perrce (No. 1166), 


Daughter of Edmund Peirce (No. 365) and wife Wealthy 
Howland, was b. March 6, 1812, and d. Noy. 12, 1832. 


Saran Prrree (No. 1166), had: 

(1680) Edmund H., b. in Freetown in 18381; m. Mercy 
M, Maloney, of F, Was educated in the common schools of 
his native town and at Peirce Academy, in Middleboro,’ Ms., 
where he made such proficiency in the languages as to learn 
to speak quite fluently several besides his mother tongue. 
At an early age, even while learning the alphabet, he dis- 
covered the power of reading readily and easily with the book . 
upside down, and said in after years the way he happened 
to take wp a book or paper, he read it, as it was not to him 
worth the efforf to turn it over. He was born a poet, as 
all poets are born, and never made, for with more truth 
than poetry has it been said — 


* You no more can make a poet 
Than of a sheep can make # go-it.”* 


‘When a boy in his early ‘“teens,” he was one morning 
én route for school, haying entirely neglected to give any 
attention to composing or writing his composition that was 
that day to be handed in to the teacher; and as the cars 
with railroad speed were passing the Wade Crossing, he 
caught a furtive glance at Miss Harriet Wade, and at the 
Same time thought of his neglected duty. A few moments 
later he was at the school-room, and quickly wrote off the 
following hastily-composed ditty : 
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Tn the days that now are past, 

Days too joyous far to last, 

When the sun looked brighter down, 
And Dame Nature never frowned — 
Loved I then a bonny maid, 

Pretty rose-lipped Harriet Wade ! 


She was young, and so was I; 
Hope’s sweet sunshine lit our sky, 
Till the clouds began to lower, 
Telling of a grievous shower, 

And I lost my bonny maid, 
Beauty-breathing Harriet Wade ! 


Another envied me her charms, 
Came and tore her from my arms; 
Bore her off and left poor me 
Crying like the moaning sea — 
Crying for my bonny maid, 
Peerless, kidnapped Harriet Wade ! 


Many a day has since passed by, 
Many 4 bitter heartfelt sigh ; 

And I’ve never ceased to mourn 
Since my love from me was torn — 
Never since have seen the maid, 
Long-lost, long-loved Harriet Wade ! 


For several years after leaving the Academy he found 
employment as a school teacher in his own and the adjoming 
towns, and was thus engaged, when, in July, 1862, the wni- 
ter arrived home from the battles before Richmond, minus 
his right arm that he left, as has already been mentioned in 
these pages, on the field at White Oak Swamp. Being met 
and congratulated by his friends (one of whom the subject 


of this sketch has ever been), he was by him thus kindly 
addressed : — 


I see thy face, dear friend, once more ! 
Once more thy hand I take ; 

lis touch recalls the days of yore, 
While joyous memories wake. 

Alas! alas! the hand is gone 

. That happier moments knew, 

But the heart that warmed it still beate on, 

In friendship kind and true. 
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While Hatred straye to take thy life, 
And Bnyy thy fair fame, 

Thon hast emerged from bloody strife 
Bearing a deathless name. 

From fighting for the canse of God 
With honor thou hast come ; 

Thy life is saved from foes abroad, 
Thy fame from foes at home. 


As has before been remarked, the writer of thig family 
history, just one month after losing an arm in Virginia, was 
put upon the recruiting service in Boston, and among those 
recruits for his- regiment obtained during the second week 
of his service (viz. Aug. 9, 1862) was the subject of this 
sketch, and who on being solicited to enter the military ser- 
vice, replied thus : — 

Yes! I'll enlist and take my stand 
For Freedom, Trath and Right, 
And with our noble patriot band 
*Gainst Southern traitors fight ; 


Till our bright flag shall proudly wave 
In triumph o’er Secession’s graye. 


Can I in peace remain at home 
While patriot soldiers bleed, 
Calling on loyal hearts to come 
And help them in their need? 
No! by the God of Justice! No! 
T hear the call, and I will go! 


And may the happiness be mine 

To help to rout the foe, 

And give to traitorous designs \ 
A final overthrow — 

Sending the whole vile rebel race 

To Beauregard’s famed watering-place,* 


He reported to the writer, then commanding the 29th Mass, 
Infantry, on Bolivar Heights near Harper's Ferry, in Virgi- 
“nia, was assigned to Co. F, and immediately detailed as a 

clerk at Regimental Head Quarters, and in that capacity 
accompanied the expedition to Fredericksburg. Towards 
= Se ee 





* Having reference to a remark that Gen. Beanregard was said to have tmasde, 
Vis, that in a certain emergency he would water his horse in hell ! 
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nightfall, on the weary days of that tiresome march, as he 
travelled beside my horse, he would at my request repeat, in 
excellent rhyme, an account of what we were seeing and 
suffering, when the poor foot-sore, wearied, beaten-ont and 

“jaded men would promptly “close up” and give almost 
breathless attention; and as far as his voice could be heard, 
it had upon the soldiers an effect greater than that of mar- 
tial music. 

On Burnside’s succeeding McClellan, I was again assign- 
ed to the recruiting service in Boston, and there remained 
from the first of December, 1862, till about the last of 
March, 1863 — private Edmund H. Peirce being among my 
recruiting party —when we went to Paris, in Bourbon Co., 
Ky., where I was made commander of that Post,* and hea 
clerk in the office of my Provost Marshal. Sept. 1, 1863, 1 
was given the command of a Brigade, the 2d in 1st Division of 
9th Corps, and my poetical friend made a clerk at my head- 
quarters; and in that capacity he accompanied Burnside’s 
suffering and starving expedition to and in Hast Tennessee, 
duriag the months of September, October, November and 
December, 1863, and till the last of March, 1864. 

He received an honorable discharge from the military ser 
vice Dec. 13, 1864, having performed duty in Maryland, 
Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee ; and when the war was 
over, in one of his friendly epistles, he thus greeted me: — 

Thought on swift pinions coming, 

Brings back the sorry past, when we, 
Through War’s dark fields were roaming ; 
Again I dread the long day’s march, 

The wet ground for our camping ; 


And scareely can I realize 
We've finished np our tramping. 








* Not only Post Commander, but also commander of the troops there stationed, 
of which the regiment of Colonel (afterwards General) Curtin, of Pennsylyania, 
formed « part, and with a battery from Indiana, a detachment of Kentucky Caval 
ry, part of a regiment of Ohio Infantry under Major Young, and Col. Reed's mount- 
ed ecouts, formed a Brigade. While the author was on that service, Liont. William 
P. Pippy, of Boston, was his Aide-de-Camp, 
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But ’mid the gloom shine streaks of light ; 
Dark night and sunny morrow ; 

Gay laughter following after tears ; 

Joy coming after sorrow ;— 

Since to these memories, I trust, 

You'll give a friendly greeting, 

My pen shall do its very best 

To cage them while they’re fleeting. 


First comes the comical retreat, 

We made at Campbell’s Station, 

With shells a-flying o’er our heads, 

And screaming like damnation ; 

Again I seem as then to hear 

The saucy rifle’s snap-crack, 
And see poor Martin Haskell run, 

With death wound in his knapsack. 


O sad and dreary days were those, 
With gloomy clouds hung o’er us, 
With rebel rifles at our backs, 
Hanger and cold before us ; 

But though the rebels did their best 
To send us to damnation, 

Their balls were far less dangerous 
Than was our corn-cob ration. 


The allusion to Martin Haskell in the third stanza re- 
quires some explanation, lest great injustice should be done 
to one of the very best soldiers, whose name ever appeared 
on the rolls of the gallant 29th Regiment, even in its palm- 
iest days. The shot that he received in the knapsack was 
when the regiment (by orders from the commander+in-chief 
on. that occasion) had faced by the rear rank and was fall- 
ing back. The 29th Mass. Infantry Regiment, at the battle 


of Campbell Station (on the afternoon of Noy, 6, 1863) was” 


sent to act independently upon the extreme right of the 
Union line, and was successful for three hours in prevent- 
ing the Confederates from turning that flank, which they 
finally effected by employing for that purpose an entire 
brigade that poured in a heavy fire upon both flank and 
rear on the 29th Regiment, and then it was that Haskell 
received that ‘death wound in his knapsack.” It was on 
one of those “ sad and dreary days,” when “ gloomy clouds 
40 
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hung o’er us,’ while the Union forces were moving towards 
Loudon, and those soldiers least able to proceed on foot were 
being carried in the cars, that in passing one of the depots 
they were saluted by the shrill voice of a young rebel woman 
with the taunt, “‘ There are Confederate soldiers enough at 
Loudon to eat that train and all that it carries ;”” when pri- 
vate H. H. Peirce, who was one of the passengers, promptly 
replied : 
‘* Oh tell me not in the sunny Sonth that beautiful maidens dwell, 
For in ugly looks and disgusting ways they rival the hags of hell.”’ 


* 
Hermon Petrce (No. 1167) and wife Priscmia Hasxins had: 
(1681) James Henry, b. April 24, 1842. 
(1682) George W., b. Noy. 11, 1844. 
(1688) David E., b. Dee. 5, 1849. 
(1684) Sarah N., b. Dec. 1851. 
(1685) James Buchanan, b. Aug. 30, 1856. 


_ Aset Perce (No. 1168), 


_ Son of Abner Peirce (No. 366) and wife Huldah Wilcox, 
was b. Jan. 20, 1788, and m. Sept. 1809, Belinda Lisk. 


Axset Pemcn (No. 1168) and wife Brenmpa Lisk had: 
No children whose names have come to the knowledge of 
the writer of this family history. 


Dr. Ext Perrce (No. 1171) and wife Saran Bureess had: 
* (1686) Bush. 
(1687) Burgess. 
(1688) A daughter, whose name I did not learn. 


Roti Perce (No. 1177) and wife Reszcca Carr had: 
(1689) Maria, b. 1817; m. William A. Edwards, Feb, 
21, 1839, and they have had five children : 
(1690) Milton, b. 1819, d. 1838. 
(1691) Marietta, b. 1821, 
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(1692) Marcenius, b. 1823; d, 1850. 

(1693) Morency, b. 1825; m. 1851, Lydia A. Ackert, 
and they had five children, four now living, 

(1694) Marinda, b. 1827; m. 1848, Horace Taft, 


Larayerre Petrce (No. 1179) and wife Crarissa WArson 
had : 
(1695) Semantha, b. 1840; d. 1855. 
Lafayette, the parent, was a carpenter, and was killed by 
accident in an overshot water-wheel, at Hinsdale, Mass., 
Jan. 9, 1843. ¥ 


Capt. Votney Prrrce (No. 1180) and wife Cuarnorrz 
GoopseE.t had : 

(1696) Oslin N. B., b. 1831; d. 1853, 

(1697) Sarah, b. 1842; m. 1861, William Booth, “and 
they have a daughter Alice T., b, 1862. 

(1698) John P., b. 1845. 

(1699) George W., b. 1848. 

(1700) Sophia L., b, 1848, 


Cyrus §. Rocxwett and wife Mary P. Petrce (No. 1181) 
had: 


(1701) Oliva Persis, b. Oct. 3, 1842; d. July 21, 1861. 


Ett Warren Perce (No. 1182), 

Son of Eli Peirce (No. 372) and second wife Electa Le- 
land, was b. May 5, 1821, and m. in 1845 Ann L. Wales, 
of Peru, and formerly of Abington, Mass. She was a dau. 
of Capt. Ira Wales, of Abington, where he was Lieutenant 
of militia from June 12, 1824, Captain from aly 24, 1828. 
He removed to Pern, Waa: 

E. Warren Peirce (No. 1182) has been a Selectman and 
Assessor of Peru eleven years, Constable two years, Town 
Treasurer two years, Auditor one year, and Moderator of 
annual town meeting eight years. One of the most ready, 
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willing, prompt and intelligent, among the long list of cor- 
respondents from whom the writer has received the facts 
that are embodied in this work, and to whom he is particu- 
larly indebted for what has been given of the families of Dr. 
Hii, Rollin, Lafayette and Capt. Volney Peirce, Cyrus S. 
Rockwell, E. W. Peirce and George L. Thompson. 


Ei, Warren Prrrce (No. 1182) and wife Ann L, Wates had: 
(1702) ‘Warren Clifton, b. March 25, 1852. 


Grorcr L. Tuomrson and wife Execra Perce (No. 11838) 
had : 
(1703) Mary Electa, b. Aug. 5, 1849. 
George, the parent, has been a Selectman and Assessor 
of Peru seven years, School Committee ten years, Modera- 
. tor of annual town meeting four years. 


Gorpon Perrce (No. 1184) and wife Dorormy Fox had: 

(1704) De Lauyon, b. Feb, 22, 1821; m. May 29, 1855, 
Mirinda Spaulding. Thanks are due to him for informa- 
tion. 

(1705) Lydia, b. Feb. 22,1823; m. Henry H. Bissell. 

(1706) Rodolphus F., b. Sept. 10, 1830; m. Angelica 
Adams. 

(1707) Enoch E., b. May 20, 1834, 

(1708) Emeline, b. Sept. 24, 1836. 

(1709) Ann F., b. Feb. 25, 1839. 


Orin Pemer (No. 1185) and wife Joanna Hare had: 
(1710) De Loss, b, Feb. 6, 1825. 
(1711) Sarah, b. May 18, 1827; m. 
(1712) Hiram L., b. Sept. 16, 1829, 


Butler. 





Gaytorp Prtrce (No. 1186) and wife Puesn Cavixms had: 
(1718) Edson, b, Sept. 22, 1828. * 
(1714) Elizur, b. Jan. 18, 1831. 


Cees « eee. “mary \ 





THE PEIRCE FAMILY, 465 


(1715) Harriet, b. June 14, 1833. 
_ (1716) Emery, b. May 10, 1848. 


Vapor Prrroz (No. 1187) and wife Hannan E. GarpNER 
had: 
(1717) Alfred G., b. June 26, 1836. 
(1718) Lydia L., b. March 18, 1838. 
(1719) Dwight C., b. March 24, 1840. 


Duane Perrce (No. 1188)-and wife Mary Morsz had: 
(1720) Maryett, b. Jan. 30, 1834. . 
(1721) Amelia, b. Jan. 19, 1836. 

(1722) Ray V., b. Aug. 6, 1840. 

(1723) Franklin, b. Feb. 22, 1853. 

(1724) John E., b. 1857. 

For what has here been presented concerning the families 
of Gordon, Orin, Gaylord, Vador and Duane Peirce, the 
writer is indebted to information received from De Lauzon aa 
Peirce. 


Ratpon B. Purmcr (No. 1190) and wife Saran Dawes had: 
(1725) William. 
(1726) Sarah, d. about 26 years ago, aged some 8 years. 
(1727) Robert, b. in or about 1847. 


— Wairssips and wife Demis Premce ees 1193) had: 
(1728) Angeline. 
(1729) uniee. 
(1780) Emeline. 
(1731) Mary. 
(1732) Maria. 


Josrpa Parcern and wife Demis Perce Watresir 
(No. 1198) had: 
(1733) Harriet, b, in or about 1853. 
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Caartes H. Perce (No. 1197), 


Son of Henry Peirce, Esq. (No. 8374) and wife Eunice 
Wightman, was b. Noy. 29, 1822, and m. twice. First, in 
1851, Mary R. Bigelow, of New Braintree, Mass. ; and sec- 
ond, May 21, 1863, Elizabeth Waters, of Millbury, Mass, 
First wife was a daughter of Dea. Amasa Bigelow ; second 
wife a daughter of Ebenezer W. Goff, and granddaughter 
of Rey. Joseph Goff. Rey. Charles H. Peirce died Oct, 5, 
1865. 


Rey. Cuartes H. Petrce (No. 1197) and wife Mary R. 
Biezetow had : 

(1734) Ann L., b. April 23, 18538. 

(17385) Henry C., b. Dec. 14, 1856. 

(1736) CeliarC., b. Feb. 16, 1859. 

(1737) George B., b. Aug. 20, 1860; d. June 28, 1862, 


Exory Prrrcr (No. 1201), 


Son of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 375) and wife Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. Jan. 5, 1809, and m. twice. First, March 17, 1831, 
to Minerva Watkins. She d. March 22, 1832. Married 
second, Aug. 2, 1832, Rosilla Watkins, Of a company im 
the local militia of Peru, Mass., he was commissioned En- 
sien April 24, 1832. Honorably discharged April 24, 1840. 
Has been township trustee of York, in Medina Co., Ohio. 
Isa subscriber to this work. 


Ensign Emory Perrce (No. 1201) and wife Rostiza had: 
(1738) Minerya, b, March 14, 1833; m. Sept. 27, 1857, 
H. M. Bowen, of York. 
(1739) Wilbur F., b. Sept. 18, 1834; m, Aug. 22, 1862, 
Martha Branch, of York. He was a yolunteer who respond- 
ed at the first callin the late war. Was made Captain ot 
Co. K in 8th Ohio Reg’t. Was wounded in the ankle at 
Fredericksburg, and severely in the shoulder at Gettysburg. 


oe a note at - - 
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(1740) Ward, b. May 9, 1840; m. Aug. 31, 1865, De- 
lia Wilbur, of York. He served three years in the 8th 
Reg’t Ohio Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion. 

(1741) Orlin, b. April 9, 1843; m. Noy. 17, 1864, . 
Mary Judson. 

(1742) # Martin, b. April 7, 1845; d. in Tennessee, April 
29, 1863. 

(1743) Martha, b. June 1, 1848; died. 


Tompson Perrce (No. 1202), 

Son of Col, Levi Peirce (No. 375) and wife Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. May 24, 1810, and m. Dec. 5, 1832, Harriet 
little, of Peru, Mass. He has been Deacon of Congrega- 
tional Church, at York, Ohio, for twenty-five years, Town 
Clerk and Trustee, and Justice of the Peace. : 


Tuompson Perce, Esq. (No. 1202) and wife Harrier Lirttx 
had : 

(1744) Marion J., b. May 9, 1835; m. April 10, 1860, 
Rey. R. Hatch. 

(1745) Helen F., b, Aug, 21, 1840; m. Oct. 1866, N. 
T. Strong. 

(1746) Elisha M., b. June 26, 1845; m. April 29, 1868, 
Almira Penfield. 


ParentoA Prtrce (No. 1204), 
Daughter of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 375) and wife Dolly 
Thompson, was b. July 14, 1815, and m. James Franklin 
Watkins. 


James F, Warxins and wife Parznrua Prrrce (No. 1204) 
had : 
(1747) Levi, b. May 2, 1837; m.in 1862, Mary Allen, 
in Oregon, 
(1748) Monroe, b. Feb. 6, 1842. Resides in Oregon. 
(1749) Lyman, b. Dec. 2, 1848. Resides in Oregon. 
(1750) Horatio, b. May 28, 1847. Resides in Ohio. 
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Saran Prince (No. 1205), 

Daughter of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 375) and Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. Noy. 13, 1818; m. Jan. 19, 1847, John Bar- 
nabee. 


Joun Barwasee and wife Saran Pzirce (No. 1205) had: 
(1751) Almira, b. May 24, 1850. Is a music teacher, 
and a subscriber to this publication. 
(1752) Henry, b. Aug, 31, 1854, 


Exaira Perrce (No. 1206), 
_ Daughter of Col. Levi Peirce (No, 375) and Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. April 7, 1822, and m. Rey. John Allen. 


Rey. Joun Aten and wife Exmrea Pzircr (No. 1206) had: 
(1758) Sarah, b. April 2, 1849; d. Nov. 16, 1865. 
(1754) Walter, b. April 15, 1852. 

(1755) Emory, b. April 16, 1853. 

The writer tenders his grateful acknowledgments to 
Thompson Peirce, Esq. (No. 1202) of York township, Me- 
dina County, Ohio, for the information here presented con- 
cerning tie families of Emory and Thompson Peirce, James 
F. Watkins, John Barnabee and Rey. John Allen. Had all 
to whom letters were addressed desiring information respond- 
ed as intelligibly and as fully, this work would have been a 
model of completeness. 


Rey. Lozren Prrrce (No. 1207) and wife Aurena E. Jonas 
had : 
(1756) Dwight. 
(1757) Otheman. 
(1758) Ransom. 


Wirson Haraway and wife Eunice A. Pemcr (No, 1208) 
had: 


(1759) Clara A., b. 1847. 
(1760) » b, and d. 1847. 





Pwitis: 
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Henry B, Price (No. 1209) and wife Lypra D. Perro 
(No. 1239) had: 

(1761) James M., b. 1832; m. Mary M. Trow. 

(1762) Sarah E., b. 1833; m. Abraham Meacham. 

(1763) Wesley A., b. 1835; m. Sarah E. Brown. 

(1764) Mary A., b. 1838; m. William I. Ball, of Pern, 
Mass. He is a subscriber to this publication. 

(1765) Martha E., b. 1842; m. Orlando W. Peirce, a 
soldier in the Union army in the late war. Removed west. 

(1766) Electa M., b. 1844; m. Jan. 12, 1869, William 
K, Murphy, of Bennington, Vt., a patron of this work. 

(1767) William R., b. 1852. 


Rey. Hatsey W. Ransom and wife Enceuica T. Perrce 
(No. 1210) had: 


(1768) Sarah Adelaide. 
(1769) Mary Amelia. 


Rey. Wiittam C. Pemce (No. 1211) and wife Luorpa D. 
Warkins had: 

(1770) James W., b. April 20, 1848; d. March 29 
1844, ; 

(1771) Mary C., b. April 3, 1847; m. Dec. 26, 1867, 
Michael McDermot. 

(1772) ‘William C., b. Feb. 2, 1853; d. June 8, 1858. 

(1773) Luella T., b. June 11, 1855; d. April 20, 1858. 


Capt. Mizron P. Perrce (No. 1212) and first wife Harrier J. 
Harwoop had : 


(1774) Cora Estella, b. in Cleveland, O., May 14, 1854. 
By second wife : 
(1775) William Nelson, b.in Minnesota, Sept. 21, 1857. 


Thanks are due to Capt. Milton P. Peirce (No. 1212) for 


information kindly furnished. Is a subscriber to this work. 
4] 
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Lanner S. Cooper and wife Canons (No. 1215) Prtrce 
had no children. 


Levi L. Pemce (No. 1216) and wife Mary Benepicr had ; 
(1776) Ida. 


Cuartes C. Parris and wife Rosamonp Perce (No. 1219) 
had : 
(1777) Flora. 
(1778) Charles. 


Lorenzo M. Pzrrce (No. 1222) and wife Emmnine Brancu 
had : 
(1779) Hllen E., b. July 31, 1836; m. in 1865, Norman 
Everson. 
(1780) Mary A., b. May 20, 1838; m. in 1863, Joseph 
O, Packard. 
(1781) Isaac L., b. Nov. 20, 1839; d. Sept. 13, 1864— 
killed in battle. Was Quarter-master Sergeant of Secon 
Ohio Cay. Reg’t in the late war of the rebellion. 
(1782) Harriet E., b. Nov. 21, 1841; m. 1864, Henry 
Howard. 
(1783) Betsey J., b. Aug. 27, 1843; d. March 15, 1848. 
(1784) Sarah M., b. May 6, 1845. 
(1785) Elisha B., b. Dee. 24, 1847. 
(1786) Julia S., b. July 28, 1850. 
(1787) Alvah B., b. Dec. 27, 1852. 
(1788) Melva A., b. July 7, 1855, 
(1789) Edwin T., b. June 29, 1858. 


Wirutam W. Peirce (No. 1223) and wife AmanDA Burro 
had: 
(1790) Amanda, b. in 1843. 
By second wife Marta WHELDEN had : 
(1791) Darius, b. 1846 ; d. 1851. 
(1792) Sarah M., b. 1853; d. 1855. 
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Smita Pamuies and wife Potty Ameria Perce (No, 1224) 
had: 
(1793) William S., b. 1836. 
(1794) Sarah I, b. 1841; m. 1864, Frederick Hillman. 
(1795) Mary A., b. 1843; m. 1864, Robert Pease. 


Bensamin F. Perce, Esq. (No. 1225) and wife SamanrHa 
Srnnirr had no children. 

Benjamin F. Peirce was commissioned as a Justice of 
Peace Sept. 4, 1859. Enlisted as a soldier in Co. C, 49th 
Mass. Infantry, Sept. 7, 1862. Discharged Sept. 5, 1863. 
Was enrolling officer for Tenth District in 1864. Repre- 
sentative to General Court in 1867, and is Deacon of Con- 
gregational Church. By trade he is a carpenter. 


Avan B, Perce (No. 1226) and wife Bersey Swi had: 


(1796) Kendre B., b. March 17, 1850. 
Alvyah, the parent, d. Sept. 19, 1851. 


Witiam Bart and wife Satry Perrce (No. 1233) had: 

(1797) William I., b. at Volney, N. Y., in 1826; m. 
Mary A. Peirce (No. 1764) of Peru, Mass. He is a sub- 
scriber to this work, 


Jamrus Perrcr, Esq. (No. 1234) and wife Racnen WATKINS 
had : 

(1798) Eunice L., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1821; m. M. 
W. Hobart, Esq. 

(1799) Richard H. W., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1823; d. 
in 1824, 

(1800) N. Frank, b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1825; m. 
Mary A. Brown. 

(1801) Eber O., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1826; m. Jane 
Powell. 

(1802) Vercilda D., b, at Naples, N. Y., in 1828; m. 
Albert W. Partridge. She died in 1848. 
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(1803) Sally C., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1830; d. 1832, 

(1804) Isaac W., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1833; m. Car- , 
rie H. Porter. 

(1805) Julia A., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1834. 

(1806) Leonidas A., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1836. 

(1807) James A., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1838; d, 1889. 


Isaac S. Prmce (No. 1235) and wife Enza H. Taomrson 
had : ; 

(1808) Lucius L., b. 1833. Resides in Springfield. 

(1809) Ellen E., b. 1888; m. L. A. Dawson. She is a 
patron of this book. He is a broker. ; 

(1810) Franklin A., b. 1853. 

Isaac §., the parent, was by trade a stone mason, and for 
atime kept the tavern in Windsor, Mass. He furnished 
the writer of this book with the names and dates of birth 
of the children of William Ball, Jairus Peirce, Isaac 5. 
Peirce, Franklin Peirce, Reuben Peirce, Esq., Turner Joy, 
John Brown, Orin G. Peirte, Charles Chapman, Isaac 
Peirce, Almond T, Peirce, Harrison G. Peirce and Benjamin 
Ford. He is now dead. 


Franciin Perec (No. 1236) and wife Cuartorre Wertter- 
BEE had: . _ 
(1811) Charles L., b. 1831; m. Catharine McNeal. 
(1812) Eliza C., b. 1833; d. in Liberty, Mich., in 1852. 


Reuse Perrce, Esq. (No. 1237) and first wife Louisa M. 
Forp had: 


(1813) Electa, b. 1834. 


By second wife Dotry Forp had: 
(1814) Moriza, b. 1839, at Windsor, Mass. 
(1815) Melissa, b. 1843; m. Feb. 9, 1869, John C. 
Frissell, of Malta, Ill. 
(1816) Granville D., b, 1846; d. at Windsor, Mass, in 
1847, He was born at Windsor. 
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(1817) Millie E., b. 1849, at Windsor, Mass. 
(1818) Janet E., b. 1851, at < re 


Turner Joy and wife Junia A. Perrce (No. 1240) had. 
(1819) Franklin P., b. 1847, at Plainfield. 

(1820) Louisa §., b. 1848, at Windsor. 

(1821) Jarius A., b. 1854, at Peru, Mass. 

(1822) Estella J., b. 1858; at “ e 

(1823) Ira A., b. 1860, at ms ee 


Joun Brown and wife Juprra §. Pemex (No. 1242) had: 


(1824) 
(1825) 
(1826) 
(1827) 
(1828) 
(1829) 
(1830) 
(1831) 


Willis A,, b. 1842; m. Martha Blake. 
Lorenzo E., b, 1843. 

Miron H., b. 1844. 

Jane, b. 1846; d. at Peru, Mass. in 1846. 


Edgar, b. 1847. 


Darius J., b. 1848. 
Augustus J., b. 1849. 
Eunice A., b, 1851. 


Ort G. Pemce (No, 1243) and wife Harrrer Waicur had : 
Flora A., b. 1850. 

Carrie A., b. 1851. 

Henry ‘A., b. 1853. 

Bdna E., b. 1855. 

Jennie W., b. 1858. 

All born in Windsor, Mass. 


(1882) 
(1833) 
(1834) 
(1835) 
(1836) 


Osartes Cuarman and wife Cetmpa Perrcn (No. 1244) had: 


(1837) 
(1838) 
(1889) 
(1840) 


George W., b. 1848, in Windsor, Mass. 


Mary A., b. 1854, in Windsor, Mass. 
Edward G., b. 1856, in Gorham, N. Y. 
Frank P., b. 1864, in Gorham, N. Y. 


Isaac Peren (No. 1248) and wife Joanna Bamey had: 
(1841) Isaac A., b. 1823; m. Arvilla Ingalls. 


41* 
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(1842) Alanson R., b. 1824; m. Sarah Sturtevant. 
(1843) Ivrene B., b. 1825; m. Dexter Tower. 

(1844) Amelia, b. 1832; m. Frank C. Tuck. 
(1845) Julia, b. 1834; d. at Windsor, Mass. in 1835. 


(1846) Julius, b. 1836; m. Mary Tower. 
(1847) Frank O., b. 1839; m. Permilla Pratt. 


Atmonp T. Perrce (No. 1249) and wife Brrsey B. Tower 
had: 

(1848) Marion, b. 1837. 

(1849) Orlando W., b, 1839; m. Martha E. Peirce (No, 

1765) of Peru. He was a Union soldier in the late war. 

(1850) Eugene W., b, 1841; d. at N. Orleans in 1863, 

(1851) Lucretia I., b, 1843 ; m. Emerson Bicknell. 

(1852) Sarah L., b. 1845. 

(1853) Orison A., b. 1847. 

(1854) Edgar M., b. 1850. 

(1855) Roscoe W., b. 1858. 


Harrison G. Perce (No. 1263) and wife Jonmr Axrent 
had : 

(1856) Kirk W. 

(1857) Frank H. * 


Bensamin Forp and wife Awna M, Pemcez (No. 1265) had: 
(1858) Electa M,, b. 1844. 
(1859) Ward H., b. 1847. 
(1860) Janett K., b. 1849. 
(1861) ‘Walter C., b. 1860. 
All born in Windsor, Mass. 


Ottyer Bickmore and wife Rura Perce (No. 1415) had: 
(1862) Albion K., who was a Union soldier in a nine 
months Regiment from the State of Maine, in late war. 
(1863) Margaretta. 
(1864) Parker. 
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Hon, Naruan Perrce (No. 1417) and wife Nancy Crark 

had: _* 

(1865) Nathaniel, who was a soldier in the late war, 
serving in the 4th Maine Infantry, and then in the Sharp- 
shooters. 

(1866) Esther, d. young. 

(1867) John K. T., m. Carter. 

(1868) A daughter, who died Jan. 1865. 

(1869) David. 





Epuounp P. Brown and wife Joanna Perce (No, 1420) had: 
(1870) Arthur. 
(1871) Frederick W. 
(1872) Anna M. 


Hon, Asrat R. Peres (No. 1421) and wife Sornronia E. 


Rietey had: 
(1873) Child, whose name we have not learned, 


(1874) Child, name not learned. 


By second wife Juni Rrevey had: 
(1875) Child, name and sex not learned. 


Axston K. Perrcz (No. 1422) and wife Exizasera Brown 
had: 
(1876) Edward R., b. Jan. 11, 1848. A goldsmith. 


Axrat Perce (No. 1448) and wife Mary E. Prtrce 
. (No, 1451) had: 
(1877) Charles F., b. March 2, 1857. 
(1878) Harriet, b. March 27, 1859. / 
(1879) Mary, b. July 13, 1860. 
(1880) Ella, b. Jan. 30, 1863. 
(1881) Abial, b. May 14, 1868. | 


Hermon Pemce (No: 1540) and wife Exizasera Parris 
had : 

(1882) Emma Bathsheba, b. 1859, in Lakeville. 

(1883) John E., b. Aug. 1869, in Lakeville. 
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f Freperick A. Micketrn and wife Harrmt S. Petros 
(No.°1622) had: 
(1884) Charles F., b. June 16, 1855. 
(1885) Harriet N., b. Aug. 19, 1858. 


Lewis H. Prarr and wife Saran J. Pemce (No. 1625) had: 
(1886) A child that died in infancy. 


Watrer A. Perrce (No. 1626) and wife Harrmr T. Lucas 
had : 
(1887) Walter F., b. July 16, 1864. 
(1888) Hattie W., b. Sept. 10, 1866; d. May 26, 1868. 
(1889) Arthur T., b, Noy. 11, 1868. 


* Davin B. Petrce (No. 1627) and wife Saran E. Gamuons 
had: 


(1890) David H., b. Feb. 10, 1865. 


Desoran Peirce (No. 1645) had: 
(1891) Elizabeth, b. before the mother’s marriage. 


Joun T. Mann and wife Drsorau Prrrce (No: 1645) had: 

(1892) Joseph. 

(1893) Minnie. 

(1894) <A daughter. 

John, the parent, was a Union soldier in the late war 
of the rebellion. He is said to have been a son of Sarah 
Parris (No. 1022) and born after her second marriage, and 
to a person named Mann. The writer never heard that 
Sarah had any husband beside Warren Ellis until after the 
398th page of this book was printed, nor has he any in- 
formation more reliable than hearsay now. 


Cuartes H. Brenton and wife Saran Prtrce (No. 1647) had: 
(1895) Henry. 
(1896) Albert. 
Charles, the parent, was a Union soldier in the late war. 
Ts a common laborer. 
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Grorce Sara and wife Ansy Psrroz (No. 1649) had: 

(1897). .A daughter that d. young: 

(1898) Emma. 

(1899) Georgiana. 

George Smith, the parent, was a Union soldier in the war 
of the great rebellion, and served three years in Virginia 
and Georgia. He now resides m Lakeville, Mass. Is a 
farm laborer. i 


Wrutam P. Beazs and wife Saran E. Perce (No, 1664) 
had: 
(1900) Sarah Alice, b. Aug. 16, 1859. The mother d. 
Aug. 25, 1859. 3G 


Wittam P. Bears and wife Mary E. Perce (No. 1665) 
had: 
(1901) Mary L., b. March 27, 1866. 


Epunp H. Pumce (No. 1680), 

Somewhat celebrated as a poet, but deserves to be much 
more so than he is; was born near Asgonet Village, in Free- 
town, March 26, 1831; m. Mercy Margaret Maloney. . Is 
employed in a News Depot, and keeps an evening school in 
Fall River. For further account of him see pages 457-460 
of this book. 


Epmonn. H. Peirce (No. 1680) and wife Mercy Marearet 
Matoney had: ~- 


(1902) Albert Tyler, b. July 28, 1856. 

(1903) Wealthy Winnifred, b. Jan. 30, 1858. 

(1904) Washington E., b. June 6, 1862. 

Mercy M., the mother, is a daughter of Michael Maloney 
and wife Clarissa Hill, granddaughter of David Hill and 
wife —— Nichols. Maloney was b. in Ireland, and Hill 
in the State of Vermont. 
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Marra Peirce (No. 1689), 


Daughter of Rollin Peirce (No. 1177) and wife Rebecca 
Carr, was b. in 1817, and m. in 1838, William A. Edwards. 


Witiam A. Epwarps and wife Maria Petrcr (No. 1689) 
had: 
(1905) Charlotte, b. 1840. 
(1906) Henry Milton, b. 1843. 
(1907) Miriam, b. 1846, 
(1908) Ellen J., b. 1848. 
(1909) Joseph M., b. 1856, 


Morency Prince (No. 1693) and wife Lypta A, Acxerr had: 
(1910) Elva Adelia, b. 1852; d. 1865. 
(1911) Emma Jane, b. 1854, 
(1912) Marcenius, b. 1857. 
(1913) Ida, b. 1860. 
(1914) Lilian, b. 1862. 


Wr1tam Boors and wife Saran Peirce (No. 1697) had: 
(1915) Alice T.; b. 1869, 


James M. Pemce (No. 1761) and wife Mary M. Trow had: 
(1916) James M., b. at Adams, Mass., in 1853. 


Waits I. Barr (No. 1797) and wife Mary A. Pemce 
(No. 1764) had: . 


(1917) Walter W., b. at Peru, Mass., in 1859. 


(1918) Charles H., b. at « “ 1861. 
(1919) Fred. G.,b.at  « oe 1863 ; d. 1866. 
(1920) Caroline M., b. at « x 1865. 


(1921) Angeline S., b. at « “ 1866. 


Mazanp W. Hozarr and wife Eunice L. Perce (No. 1798) 
had: 


(1922) Eliza R., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1843. 
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(1928) Morton P., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1846. 


(1924) Louisa A.,b. at “ 1847. 
(1925) Carrie L., b. at Athens, U3 1851. 
(1926) Ettie, b. at Leonidas, = 1854. 


Esrr O, Perce (No. 1801) and wife Janz Powxtt had: 


(1927) Eunice W., b. at Leonidas, Mich., in 1849. 
(1928) Hillie C., b. at Bf E 1851. 
(1929) Catherine R. E., b. at “ és 1859. . 


Azperr W. Partrincs and wife Vercitpa D. Prmcr 
(No. 1802) had : 


(1930) Lina A., b. at Leonidas, Mich., in 1848. 


Lucran A. Dawson and wife Exren E, Perce (No. 1809) 
had: 
(1931) LL. Elizur, b. at Springfield, Mass., in 1866 ; d. 
same year. 


Cuarzus L. Perce (No. 1811) and wife Carsarme Mc- 
Neat had: 

(1932) Estell E., b. in 1855; d.in Jackson, Mich., same 
year. 

(1938) Inez L., b. in 1856, 

(1934) Frank C., b. im 1859. 

(1935) Charles S.,b. in 1862. 

(1936) Lotty S., b. in 1866. 


Isaac A. Perce (No. 1841) and wife Aryitna Ineatts had : 
(1937) Malora M., b. at Windsor, Mass., 1846. 


(1938) Maria H., b. at cs « 1848; d. 1863. 
(1939) Marietta E;,.b. at. ** « 1849; d. 1865. 
(1940) Henry J., b. at ee « 1851; d. 1865. 
(1941) Jennie A., b. at £ « 1853. 
(1942) Charles L., beat “ «1855. 


(1943) Minnie TES. s Shins EE «1857. 
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(1944) ‘Nelson B., b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1860. 
(1945) Emma O., b. at as es 1862, 
(1946) Nettie J., b. at a ts 1864, 





Axanson R. Pemcr (No. 1842) and wife Saran Srorreyanr 


had: 
(1947) Carlton A., b. at Savoy, Mass., in 1855. 
(1948) Hermon W., b.at « a 1857. 
(1949) Zelora E., b.at - “ ss 1859. 


(1950) Bethy, b. at Pittsfield, Mass.,in 1863. 
(1951) Willie E., b. at Windsor, Mass., 1865. 


Dexter Towsr and wife Trene B. Perce (No. 1843) had: 


(1952) Clinton B., b. at Williamsburg, Mass., in 1854, 
(1953) Climena B., b. at a = 1861. 
(1954) Hlizabeth J., b. at & 6 1863, 


Frank C. Tuck and wife Aueta Prmce (No. 1844) had: 


(1955) Clara J., b. at Worthington, Ms., 1857; d. 1864. 
(1956) Nellie J., b. at u 1859 ; d. 1864. 
(1957) Effa E., b. at AL 1861. 


Juuius Perce (No. 1846) and wife Mary Tower had: 


(1958) Alice, b. at Conway, Mass., in 1864, 
(1959) Elwain, b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1866. 


Franx O. Pemcr (No. 1847) and wife Perma Prarr had: 


(1960) Algie E., b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1863; d, 1864. 
(1961) Willie T., b. at Northampton, 1866. 


Ortanpo W. Permrce (No. 1849) and wife Marra E, Pemcs 
(No. 1765) had: 


(1962) Hrmest E., b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1866. 
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Ewerson Brexneut and wife Lucrnra I, Pemcz (No. 1851) 
had: 
(1963) Clara, b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1860. 
(1964) Mabel L.,b.at “ Bs 1866. 


Although 1964 is the highest number used in this gene- 
alogy, we have in fact noticed the existence of 2001 per- 
sons, lineal descendants of the emigrant ancestor, Abraham 
Peirce — the names or knowledge of the existence of thirty- 
seven individuals haying been communicated too late to 
enable us to place them in their proper genealogical order 
and designate them by figures without the use of fractional 
numbers, and this too after the presswork has sometimes 
been, for several weeks suspended, while the writer waited 
for such information, hoping to avoid an exigency so em- 
barrassing to the reader and disagreeable to himself. 

Those who never attempted to prepare for publication a 
work of this kind, are illy qualified to understand how great 
an amount of patience the writer was obliged to keep in 
constant exercise, and in long and unyielding practice, to 
accomplish even this imperfect genealogical sketch. 

Asan act of simple and even-handed justice, we have 
sought to credit all those to whom we were indebted for a 
knowledge of the facts herein contained, by noticing them 
by name in immediate connection therewith, and to the 
same end haye prepared a list of the names and places of 
residence of our subscribers, which appears immediately 
after the indexes to this book. 
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Alden, Eleazer, 214 
Allen, Rey. John, 468; Polly, 404 
Ames, Elizabeth, 378 


Ashley, David P. 451; Lucy, 97 ; Luther, 


390 
Austin, Wiliam H, 422 
Axtell, Juliet, 474 


Babbett, Bathsheba, 168 
Badger, ‘Tamerson, 414 
Bailey, Joanna, 473 
Ball, William, 471; William I. 478, 
Barden, Mehitable, 212 
' Barker, Robert, 16 
Barnabee, John, 468 


Barnaby, Capt. Ambrose, 326 ; James, 326 


Barnes, Melinda, 455 


Bartlett, Elias, 446; Lydia, 327, 408; 


Robert, 327 


Bassett, Caleb, 878; Joseph, 378; Wil- 


liam, 378 


Bates, Comfort, 178 ; Rebecca, 420; Ruth 


A. 181 

Beath, John, 182 
Beals, Lydia, 413 ; William P. 477 
Bean, J. 435 
Benton, Charles H. 476 
Benedict, Mary, 470 
Bickmore, Oliver, 474 
Bicknell, Bmerson, 481 

_ Bigelow, Mary R, 466 

¢ Billings, Dr.Dayid, 380 
Blake, Betsey, 435 
Blankinship, Joanna, 409 


Booth, Abial, 370; Judith, 43; Lydia, 
172); Naomi, 465 Sarah, 172; Wilham, 
478 


Bournt, Abner, 254; Mary, 444; Hon. 


William, 269; Sally, 263 
Bradford, Goy. William, 16 
Branch, Emeline, 470 
Brewster, Eliza, 181 
Bridges, Anna, 170 
Briggs, Hannah, 89; Jabez, 410 


Brown, Stephen, 441; Julia M, 451; John, 


478; Blizabeth, 475 
Brownell, Amy, 324; Joseph, Hsq. 300 
Bryant, Tabitha, 162 
Buffum, Amanda, 470 
Burbank, Jobn, 409 
Burgess, ‘Sarah, 462 
Burt, Adelaide, 454 


Campbell, John, 206 

Capen, Asa, Esq. 418 

Canedy, Alexander, 106; Hannah, 108; 
William, Esq. 105 

Carr, Rebecca, 462 

Carver, Gov. 16 ; Hlizabeth, 16 

Cass, Dr, 436 

Caswell, Jemima, 161; Sarah, 86, 116; 
Susan, 396 

Caulkins, Phebe, 464 

Chapman, Charles, 473 

Chartley, Alice, 35 

Chase, Chloe, 175; Darius, 176; Hliza- 
beth, 487 ; David, 175; Deborah, 144; 
Gilbert, 176; Hannah, 405 5 Joseph, 
452; Lydia, 172 ; Seth, 174; Sibyl, 172 

Church, Abigail, 206; Jacob, 203; Lem- 
uel, 428 

Clark, Abner, Esq. 371, 385; Ezra, 448; 
Elisha, 207; James, 398 

Cole, Abial, 141 

Coffin, Timothy, 379 

Cory, ——; 177 

Cones, Samuel H,. 425 

Cox, Capt. Arthur, 441 

Cushing, Anna T, 432; Olive, 50 

Cushman, Abial, 436; Eliza, 488; Her- 
cules, Esq, 229 ; Phebe, 378 


Dayids, Abigail, 206 

Dayenport, Capt. Richard, 19 

Davis, Elizabeth, 441 

Dawes, Sarah, 465 

Dawson, Lucian A. 479 

Dean, Lewis, 408 ; Prudence K, 442 

Deleno, Rufus, 180 

De Moranyille, Lewis, 172 

De Wolf, Hon, James, 185 

Derby, Mary, 422 

Dixon, Thomas, 184 

Douglass, Baker, 454; George, 451 ;, Lucy; 
453 

Douglas, George, ou 

Downing, ——, 26 

Dresser, ~ Minerva, 413 

Drew, Allen, 442 

Dunbar, ——, 173 

Durfee, Ruth, 150 

Dyer, Esther, 432 


Eaton, William, 428 
Eckert, Lydia A, 478 
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~~ _‘Biddy, Hannah, 83 


Edwards, William A. 478 

Ellis, Eunice, 447 ; Wiliam, 392 
Ensign, William, 416 

Eyans, Content, 881; David, Jr. 329 
Ewens, ——, 406 


Folsom, Rey. N. 8. 424 

Ford, Benjamin, 474; Dolly, 472; Loui- 
sa M, 472 

Poster, Lydia, 435 

Fox, Dorothy, 464 

French, Capt, Samuel, 152; Hon. Sam’l, 
163; John, 52 


Gammons, Sarah HE. 476 

Gardner, Hannah B. 465; Samuel, 332, 
333 

Geisinger, Commo, David, 423 

Gilbert, Anna, 4382 

Glover, Rebecca C, 174 

Godfrey, John, 213; Maj, Richard, 109 

Goodman, Eleazer, 206 

Goodsell, Charlotte, 463 

Gorham, Josiah, 379; Ralph, 16 

Grey, Patrick, 431 


Hafford, Mary, 397 

Hale, Joanna, 464 

Hart, Hannah C, 454 

Tlamilton, Ruth, 205 

Hurwood, Nathaniel, 446; Harriet J. 469 

Harlow, Joanna, 326; Serg. William, 326 

Harris, Joseph, 419 

Haskell, Roger, 83 

Haskins, Tient. Gideon, 385; Peddie, 447; 
Priscilla, 462; Simeon, 398; Submit, 
498; Lient, William, 355 

Hall, Joseph, 444 

Hathway, Wilson, £68 

Hathaway, Abigail, 151; Anna, 151; 
Charles, 418; Bleazer, 421; James, 168; 
Luvy Y. 445; Lieut, Melatinh, 114; 
Melatialt, 249, 251; Dr, Nicholas, 252; 
Polly, 356; Sally, 898; Stephen, 147, 
247; Thomas 8, 399 

Hay, Dr. 137 

Heyford, John, 48 

Hinds, Charity, 374; Ebenezer, £40; Rey. 
Ebenezer, 246, 440; Lieut. John, 246 ; 
Lieut. Leonard, 246; Salome, 142, 373 

Hoar, Anna, 200 ; Fanny, 403 ; John, 3845 
Tey, 408; Robert, 50, 148; Samuel, 
49; Rachel, 382; William, 49 

Hoburt, Martha, 378 

Holbrook, Isaiah D. 417 

Holloway, Deliverance, 73; Lieut. Isaac, 
895 

Holmes, Mary, 378 

Homer, Benjamin P, 184 

Hoskins, Abigail, 85, 149; Anna, 116; 
Henry, 142; Busign Henry, 205; Jo- 
seph, 202; Mary, 60; Sarah, 201; Wil- 
liam, 142 

Hough, B. K, 426 


Howland, Betsey, 400; John, 79; Lieut, 
John, 169; Joshua, 411; Mercy, 401; 
Noble, 401; Wealthy, 411 

Hughs, George, 425 


Trish, Joseph, 441 
Ingersoll, Bethiah, 61; Mary, 51 Pf #3 
Ingalls, Aryilla, 479 


Jacobs, Rev, W. 424 


‘Jenney, William, 376 


Jones, Aurelia EB, 468; ——, Esq. 226; 
Leonora, 226; Rebecca, 84, 404 
Josselyn, Calvin, 181 


Kellogg, Joanna, 456 

Keith, Bethiah, 378; Mary, 173 
Kinney, Abigail, 412 

King, Caleb Turner, 213 
Kingsbury, John A, 446 
Knights, Abigail, 192 


Lamb, Betsey, 407 

Leland, Electa, 412 

Little, “Hurriet, 467 
Leonard, Rev. David A. 561 
Leach, Susan 8. 442 
Lombard, Phebe, 375 

Low, Frederick G. Jr. 426 
Lueus, Marviet 'P. 476 
Lyman, Abigail, 415 


Maloney, Mercy M. 477 

Mann, John T. 476 

Mayhew, Moses, 427; Anna P. 428 
Miantinomah, 19 

McNeal, Catharine, 479 

Mickell, Frederick A. 476 

Morton, Nathaniel, 131 

Mosher, Michael, 171 

Merrihew, Phineas, 443 

Morse, Mary, 465 

MeFarlin, John, 178; Samuel, 178 
MoCumber, Andrew, 453 

Miner, Anna, 418 


Nelson, Dea, Abial, 366 ; Dea, Amos, 157; 
Elizabeth, 236; Thomas, 863, 364; Lt, 
Thomas, 80, 363 

Newell, Joseph, 41; Rebecca, 90 

Nichols, ——, 380 

Nye, Desine, 4195 Joanna, 419 


Olney, Catharine, 402 
Osgood, Harriet, 440 
Ostrander, Dr. F. W. 423 


Parcell, Joseph, 465 

Paige, David, 579 

Pain, Betty, 159, 402, 408; Job, 403; 
Margaret, 76, 161 

Parris, Isanc, 8383; Isaac, Jr. 397 ; Moses, 
892; Sampson, 396; Elizabeth, 479; 
Charles C. 470 

Parrott, Hon, William W. 193 
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Partridge, Albert W. 479 

Paul, Jemima, 407 

Payne, Irene I, 439; Julia, 456; Capt. 
Sylvanus §, 439 . 

Patten, Tryphena 8, 447 

Pearce, Abigail, 181; Bethia, 182; Clara, 
426; David, 91, 183; Blizabeth, 193, 
49% Frances B. 4255 George W. 198; 
Qatharine, 181, 428; Charles R, 423; 
Harriet, 185; Henry, 192; Joseph, 186; 
Joseph, Jr, 185; Mary, 182; Samuel 
Stevens, 426; Capt. Samuel, 198; Sa- 
rah, 184; Simeon, 390 } Susannah, 189 ; 
Gel, William, 91; Wiliam, Jr. 191 

Peirce, Abiah, 199; Abial, 435, 475; 
Abial, Jr. 211; Capt. Abial, 431, 4338; 
Abial BR. 476; Abby, 477; Albion K, 
476; Abigail, 79, 168, 206, 214, 384, 
$90; Abigail L. 422; Abraham, 8, 39, 
50, 90, 144, 397; Abraham, Jr, 9; Lt. 
Abruham, 453; Almund T, 474; Al- 
vah B, 471; Amy, 418, 448; An- 
mg, 141, 252, 417, 427; Anson, 395; 
Arodie, 161; Alsada, 461; Alice H. 
452+ Asanath, 410; Ann, 446; Ann J. 
422: Anna M. 474; Alvin T. 449; 
Benjamin, 441; Benj. P. 471; Betsey, 
178, 212, 380, 401, 421; Branch, £20; 
Caroline, 470; Celinda, 478; Celia, 436; 
Charles F. 440; Charles 'T. 450; Rey, 
Charles H. 466 ; Charity, 207 ; Chartley, 
176; Christopher, 90; Christopher, Jr. 
177; Cynthia, 418, 119; Dr. Daniel, 
415 + David, 51, 419; David B. 475; 
Engign David, 150; Dayid R. 462; Da- 
¥id 5. 461 ; Deborah, 180, 379, 387,475; 
Demis, 465; Dordana, 213; Duane, 165; 
Ebenezer, 60; Ensign Ebenezer, 374; 
Tibenezer W. 439; Ebenezer, Esq. 358 ; 
Eber, 416; Eber ©, 479; Edmund, 

“411; Edmund H. 477; Eliza, 4365 
Hleuzer, 389; Bliphalet, 162, 409; Eli- 
sha, 76, 163; Capt. Elisha, 405; Capt. 
Hthan, 403; Ethan EH. 454} Blizabeth, 
929: Mikanah, 83, 454; Capt. El, 406; 
Dr. Bi, 462; Eli, 412; Bli Warren, 
464; Gapt, Wikanab, 400; Ensign Em- 
ony, 466; Enos, 150, 403, 447; Eunice, 
157, 203, 409, 428; Electa, 464; Kimi- 
fi, 462+ Emgelica T. 469; Enoch, 4445 
Bunice J, 450; Eunice A. 468; Frank, 
455; Franklin, 472; Freeman, 4105; 
Bns. Frveman, 101; Gaylord, 464; 
Georgo, 149, 391, 412; George B, 4393 
Wusien George, 381; Capt. Gideon, 418; 
Gordon, 464; Harriet 8. 476; Hannah, 
41, 174, 208, 400, 443 5 Harrison, 474; 
Henry, 875, 442; Henry B, 469); Capt 
Henry, 142; Henry, Bsq. 413; Helen, 
493; Hermon, 382, 447, £62, 4727 Hal- 

| kieh, 89; Hiram, 432; Howland, 467; 
Hope, 147, 162, 390, 448; Huldsh, 405, 
429; Isnac, 35, 886, 392,473; Isaac 0. 
051; Lunac, Jr. 493 Capt. Tnnac, 416; 
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Ensign Isaac, 73; Isaac 8. 4725 Igna- 
tius, 419; Lieut. Jacob, 407 ; James, 461, 
455; Capt. James, 167; Jairus, 471 7 Jes. 
sé, L71; Job, 159, 404, 430, 441; Capt. 
Job, 132; Job, Esq. 447; John, 96, 
417, 444; John T, 451; Jonathan, 161, 
456; Ensign Jonathan, 408; Joseph, 50; 
Tudith, 80, 114, 160, 201, 892; Jadith 
S. 473; Julia M. 441; Keziah, 379, 
419; Lafayette, 4635, Lemuel, 174; Le- 
yi, 163, 882, 445; Major Levi, 263; 
Col, Levi, 414; Leyi lL. 4704 Rey, Lo. 
zien, 468+: Lois, 173, 203, 446; Liberty, 
418; Lorenzo M. 470; Lucy, 162, 292, 
382; Lucy B, 446; Luther, 181, 428; 
Lucretia I. 481; Lydia, 48, 169, 178, 180, 
376; Lydia D, 469; Loisa V. 440; Luci- 
us, 455; Mahala, 399; Margaret, 153; 
Mary, 145, 202, 374, 371, 399, 436, 4415 
Mary L. 443; Mary A. 453; Mary B. 
475, 477; Mary P. 463; Maria, 475; 
Martha, 379; Matilda, 204; Merey, 46, 
213, 435 ; Melatiah H. 3934 Milton P, 
469; Movrency, 478; Nathan, 200, 207, 
435,473; Nath'l, 432); Nath] 5. 285; 
Oliver A. 448; Oliver, Esq. 384; Orin, 
464+ Oren G, 473; Parintha, 467; Pa- 
tience, 158 Lt, Peleg, 205; Ion, Peter 
H. 269; Philip, 173, 492; Philip 7, 
421; Philip H. 446; Phebe, 160, 383; 
Polly, $61, 380, 401; Polly A. 471; 
Preseryed, 173; Priscilla, 397; Rachel, 
174, 4457 Rebecca, 49, 159, 408, 408, 
443 » Reuben, 472; Rhoda, 406; Rhoda 
M, 454; Robs, 159; Roland, 404; 
Rounsevill Peiree, 481; Hichard, 88, 
419; Richard, Jr. 172; Rollin, 462; 
Raldon, 468; Rosamond, 470; Rufus, 
IS1; Ruth, #18 474; Russell, 172) 
Salome, 372; Sally, 366, 444, 471; 
Samuel, 41; Sampson, 380; Surah, 165, 
203, 416, 429, 431, 467, 468, 076, 478; 
Sarah J. 476; Sarah M. 4775 Seth, 132; 
Capt, Seth, 146; Seluh, 207; Shadeach, 
85, 414, 430; Shadyach, Tr, 170; Silt, 
15], 985; Spaulding, 416; Simeon, a4; 
Stephen $, £02; Btephen, Esq, 445; 
Susan, 441; Sylvia, 146; Sylvin H. 
453; Vabitha, 409; Thankful, 12; 
Thompson, Esq. 467; Thomas, 46, 174, 
407, 421; Tyler, 439; Capt. Volney, 463; 
Vader, 46a; Vercilda WD. 479; Watt 
177+ Walter L. 476; Wealthy, 178; 
William, 206; William C, 469; Wialliam 
Ri, 296; William Hi. 454; Dea. Wihiam 
§, 442; William W. 470; Zadoc, 4065 
Zilpah 8, 409 

Penhallow, Andrew J. 424; Benjamin, 
Tsq, 189; Hon, Hunking, 185; Oliver 
Wendell, 185; Pearce W. 424 


Perkins, John, 174; Luke, 155; Nathan, 


155 


Perrin, Ensign Lewis, 110 
Perry, Lysis, 206 
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Peterson, Abigail, 39; Elizabeth, 90 
Philip, 28 


Phillips, Smith, 471 

Pickens, Abigail, 446; David, 396; J. 
Haryey, 445; Sarah A. 448 

Pitts, Abner, 169 

Powers, Sally, 406 

Potter, James, 409 

Powell, Jane, 479 

Pratt, Dea, Ephraim, 429; Lewis H. 476; 
Permilla, 480 

Putnam, Harriet O. 440; Isracl W. 440 


Ransom, Irene, 248; Rev. Halsey W,. 469 

Rand, Abigail B. 177 

Randall, Leonard, 450 

Read, Lieut, Jonathan, 329; 
153; Samuel, 253 

Rice, Ashbel, 380 

Richmond, Abial, 212; Isaac, 449; Sam- 
uel, 399 

Rider, Fidelia, 406; Mary, 207; Sophia, 
405; Standish, 405 

Ripley, Julia, 475; Sophronia BH, 476 

Robinson, Godfrey, 208; Theodora, 114 

Rounsevill, Abiatha, 401; Elizabeth, 132, 
124; Capt. John, 93; Capt. Levi, 288 ; 

Philip, 98, 184; Philip, 8d, 141; Sarah, 

96; Satvester) 891; William, 95, 138, 
400} Rev. William, 288 

Rockwell, Cyrus 5. 463 

Russell, Mary, 164; Rebeeca, 183 


Priscilla, 


Sampson, Huldah, 146,379; Mary, 450 

Saunders, Mary, 41 

Sanderson, Lneretia, 455 

Sargent, Clara, 191 

Scott, John, 185 

Scars, Deborah, 211; Earl, 79 

Shelton, Joseph, 185; Philo 8, 185 

Sherman, Deliverance, 392; Sophia T, 
439; Hannah, 375; Nehemiah, 387 ; 
Capt, David, 387 

Simmons, Mary, 88, 438; Thomas, 164 

Sinnott, Samantha, 471 (477 

Smith, Stephen, 248; Betsey, 471; George, 

Soule, Stephen, 280 

Spear, Dr. Moses, 201 

Spooner, Lorana, 395; Mary, 389; Hon. 
Walter, 84, 168; Seth, Hsq. 148 

Sprout, Nabby, 369; Thomas, 137, 367 

Staples, Joshua, 162; Capt, Nathan’l, 377 ; 
Harrison, 378 
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Stevens, Susannah, 61 
Stephens, John C. 387 
Strange, Phebe, 173 
Strobridge, Mary, 455; Lieut. Robert, 236 
Sturtevant, Sarah, 480 





Taber, Godfrey, 443 

Terry, Hannah, 403 

Thomasson, Hon. Wm. P. 363 

Taylor, William, 422 

Thomas, Lois, 431; Sylvanus, 212 

Thompson, Dolly, 414; George L, 464; 
Bliza H. 472 

Thresher, John, 175 

Tinkham, Eunice, 391 

Tobey, Cynthia, 388; Nathaniel, 402 

Tower, Betsey B. 474; Dexter, 480; Ma- 
ry, 480 

Trouant, Joseph, 48 

Turner, Dr, John, 333 

Tuck, Frank C. 480 


Vail, Mary A, 461 


Wales, Ann L, 464 

Warren, Sylvanus, 404 

Washburn, Gen, Abial, 228; Abjal, 228; 
Huldah L. 442; Maj, Philander, 229 

Watkins, James I’. 467; Lucinda D. 469; 
Rachel, 471 

Watson, Clarissa, 463 

Weaver, Benjamin, Jr, 324; Col. Benja- 
min, 136, 299, 324, 325; Joanna, 353 

Wetherbee, Charlotte, 472 

White, Sally, 398; Thomas, 372; Zebu- 
lon, 386 

Wiliams, George, 160; John A, 448; 
Jonathan, 184; Robert, 182; Robert P, 
422; Rhoda, 449 

Wilbur, Sarah, 452 

Willis, Sarah, 49 

Wilcox, Huidah, 411 

Webh, Polly, 416 

Wilder, Levi, 429; Sarah, 430 

Wightman, Eunice, 413 

Winslow, Bathsheba, +45 ; Benjamin, 160; 
Maj, Ebenezer, 84; Goy. Hdward, 84, 
106; Capt. Josiah, 84; Goy, Josiah, 
106; Kanelm, 8+ 

Wood, Samuel, 199; Hon, Wilkes, 230 

Wright, Harriet, 473 





DN DES 


TO THE NAMES OF OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS WHO SERVED IN THE DIFFERENT 
WARS IN WHICH THIS COUNTRY HAS BEEN ENGAGED, AND TO 
WHOM REFERENCE IS HAD IN THIS BOOK. 





The Pequot War, 1637. 
Page 19. 


Expedition against the Bahamas, 1641. 
Page 2, 


King Philip's War, 1675-6. 
Pages 2, 3, 4, 5, 16, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 33, 826, 364. 


War of 1690. 
Pages 336, 338, 339, 340. 


. Indian War in Maine, 17238. 
Pages 106, 107, 139. 


Old French War, 1746. 
Pages 5, 139, 326. 


Expedition to Acadia, September, 1766, 
Page 61. 


Expedition to New York in 1755. 
Pages 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 139, 


French and Indian War, 1756 to 1763. : 
Pages 61, 64, 66, 85, 99, 100, 101, 102, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 
125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 181, 132, 139, 142, 145, 248, 433. 
J Lexington Alarm “ Minute Men,” April 19th and 20th, 1776. 
Pages 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 70, 76, 83, 84, 88, 89, 108, 181, 138, 143, 146, 217, 260. 


War of American Revolution, Continentals, 1775. 
Pages 50, 61, 62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 71, 73, 74, 76, 78, 80, 81, 83, 85, 87, 89, 96, 105, 131, 


182, 135, 136, 139, 141, 144, 146, 149, 162, 168, 168, 169, 199, 217, 222, 264, 260, 
265, 266, 324. 


Shay’s Rebellion, 1786. 
Page 343, 


Last War with England, from 1812 to 1814. 
Pages 136, 137, 152, 155, 159, 175, 176, 196, 197, 198, 206, 208, 262, 349, 368, 369, 
370, 392, 484, 436, 437, 
Florida War, 1836. 
Pages 30, 31. . 


Mexican War, 1846-7, 
Page 362, 


The Great Rebellion, 1861-1866. 


Pages 178, 179, 185, 199, 351, 356, 362, 363, 376, 392, 393, 399, 416, 430, 431, 439, 
438, 438, 439, 440, 447, 451, 452, 463, 455, 409, 460, 461, 462, 466, 467, 469, 470, 
AT1, 474, 475, 476, 477. 
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SUBSCRIBERS’ 


NAMES. 


As an act of simple justice to those who have encouraged the publi- 
cation of this historical and genealogical record, we give a list of the 


names of our subscribers. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Aousunut.—Capt, H. S. Ashley, 
Col. Abial Peirce Robinson (5 
cops.), Russell Peirce. 

Brverty.—Hphraim L. Pratt. 

Brereiey.—Mrs. Caroline Dean, 
Lieut. Giles L. Leach. 

Boston.—Dayid Clapp, John K, 
Deane, George Hughes (4cops.), 
C. T. Hough, Frederick Kidder, 
Hsq., Pearce W. Penhallow, 
Hugh Montgomery, Esq,, 0. H, 
Pierce (2 cops.), 5. 8. Peirce, 
Wm. R. P. Washburn, Hsq., J. 
H. White, Alexander Williams. 

Bripcewater.—Mrs. Abigail <Al- 
den, Williams Latham, Hsq., 
Mr. GC. Wade. 

Brooxriztyp.—Hiram P, Bartlett, 
Joel M.Kingsbury, Hiram Peirce 
Usq., Timothy R. Peirce, 5. G. 
Harwood, 

Brooxune.—Wm. B. Towne, Esq. 

Cassrinas.—Hphraim Atwood. 

CuetseA,— George W. Pearce. 

Dorcurster.—Col. Geo. Clark, Jr. 

Parrnaven.—Mrs. Julia M. Cox (2 
cops.), Mrs, Mary Merrihew, El- 
bridge G. Paul, 

Fart Rryer.—Hon. James Buffin- 
ton, Hon. John §, Brayton, Oli- 
ver Ohace, Usq., Apollos Dean, 
Hon. John B. Hathaway, Clo- 
thier P. Haskins, Peirce. 





Fresrown.—Charles H. Briggs. 
Miss Lucretia L, Deane, Samuel 
¥, Dean, J, R. Dunham, Alden 
Hatheway, Tsq., Andrew J. 
Hatheway, Doct. Thomas G-~ 
Nichols, Palo Alto Peirce, Mrs. 
Caroline Read, Abram Rich- 
mond, Oapt. Marcus M. Rounse- 
vill, Manasseh 8. Terry, John 
V. Terry, Andrew J, Thresher, 
Jobn D. Wilson, Hiram B. 
Witherell, Rev, Amos Williams. 

Laxevitte.—David P. Ashley, Mrs, 
Fatima Nelson, John H. Nelson, 
Charles T. Peirce, Hthan H. 
Peirce, Enos Peirce, James 
Peirce, James P. Peirce, Job 
Peirce, isq., John Peirce, Ben- 
jamin H. Read, Mrs. Charity 
L. Sears, Harrison Staples, Usq. 
(5 cops.), Jirah Winslow, Esq. 

Lromnster.—H. W. Pitts. 

Mipptezoro’.—Mrs. Hllen King, 
Charles F.. Peirce, James HE. 
Peirce, Job ©. Peirce, Tyler 
Peirce, Doct. Morrill Robinson, 
Sidney Tucker, Esq., Mrs. Hliza- 
beth R. Thacher, Mrs, Louisa 
Woed. 

New Beprorp.—H, O. Leach, Dayid 
R, Peirce (10 cops.), Jones Rob- 
inson, isq., Gen, James D. 
Thompson, 


~, 
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Nuwron.—Mrs, Lydia P. Bassett. 

NortrHampron.—Mrs. Dorcas North, 
Doct. Austin W.° Thompson, 
Doct. Daniel Thompson. 

Norrz Apams.—Henry Peirce. 

Pervu.—Wm. I. Ball, Benjamin F. 
Peirce, Esq., EH, Warren Peirce, 
Henry B. Peirce, Mrs. Electa 
P. Thompson, 

Prymourn.—Mrs, Betsey Bates. 

Rayyuau.—Oliver A. Peirce, Capt. 
Godfrey Robinson, Job Robin- 
son, Esq. 

Revive. eee A. Cole (2 cops. ). 

Rocuuster.—Thomas Hllis, Esq. 


Satissury.—Mrs. Sally 5, Fifield. 
Sxurrspury.—Job Peirce, 
Somerser.—Mrs. Mary H. Davis. 
Srencer.—Otis Howland. 
Sprmerietp.—Mrs. E. E. Dawson, 
Sunpertanp.—Mrs. Sarah Wilder. 
Taunsoy.—N. N. Crapo, John D. 
Godfrey, Alvin W. Peirce, Syl- 
vanus N. Staples. 
Witramspurc.— Wesley A. Peirce. 
Winpsor.—Almond T. Peirce, Reu- 
ben Peirce, Esq., Capt. Milton P, 
Peirce (2 cops.), Mrs, Hunice 
A. Hathaway. 


RESIDING IN OTHER STATES. 


O4rirornta.—San Irancisco, Nel- 
son Peirce (2 cops.). 

Oonnecticur.— Colchester, Rev. Lo- 
zien Peirce, 

Truinois. — Leland, N: BiRamet 5. 
Peirce (3 cops.). 

Inprana.—TVerre Haule, James M. 
Lyons. 

ian, —Cerro Gordo, Abiel Peirce 
(2 copies). 

New Hanmpsuire. — Keene, Jason 
Williams. Portsmouth, Colonel 

. Joshua W. Peirce 2 copies), 
Uibridge G. Peiree (3 copies), 

New Jersey.—Princeton, Mr. 
Pratt. 

Naw Yorr.—Albany, Joel Munsell 
(4 cops.). WV. York City, Henry 
L. Pratt, Elbridge G. Peirce, 
Henry T. Peirce. 





Ounto.— Berea, Rev. W. C, Peirce. 
Cleveland, Mrs. Carrie 8. Lewis. 
Mailet Creet, Thompson Peirce, 
Emory Peirce, Lorenzo M. 
Peirce, Miss Mira Barnabee. 
Reading, Hon. Thomas Spooner, 
Union Oo., Mrs. Anna Ei. Gil- 
lespie. 

Pennsytyanta. Philadelphia, Rich- 
ard S$. Smith. 

Raope Isnann. —Pawlucket, —— 
Perrin, Zebulon P. White. Prov- 
idence, Mrs, Joanna Durfee. 

Vermont.— Bennington, William H, 
Murphy. 

Wsconsin.—Wadison, Chandler P. 
Chapman. Sheboygan Falls, Her- 
mon Peirce. 

Canapa.—Toronlo, B. H. Dixon, 





